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TO: 

Vaccine Manager, VFC Agreement Signatory, Clinic Manager
FROM: 
Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program, Public Health-Seattle & King County

TEL: (206) 296-4774, FAX: (206) 205-5780
WHAT’S YOUR BACK-UP PLAN?
Fall and winter storms are arriving in Washington, which means it is time to think about emergency vaccine storage. Each provider office must have a written emergency back-up plan for vaccine storage and transport. 
· The plan should be specific to the physical location, advising staff how to manage power-outages and refrigerator or freezer failures. 
· Provider offices fortunate enough to have access to a backup generator should check to make sure it is in good working order. 
· For sites without a back-up generator, an agreement with an alternate storage facility is required in the event that vaccine must be relocated. Confirm that the facility has adequate space to store your vaccine inventory. 
· Review the plan with staff, note the date of the review, and keep the plan on or near the vaccine storage unit(s) so that staff can put the plan in motion when needed. 
· Do you have the right packing materials on hand for transporting vaccine? Click this link for more information: http://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-983.pdf. 
Providers with well-trained staff and solid emergency back-up processes can limit vaccine losses during power outages or other storage unit failures. This is a “best practice” standard that can reduce or prevent costly vaccine replacement. VFC Program site visitors will ask to see your emergency storage plan; if the plan is outdated or cannot be produced, all vaccine shipments will be suspended until an acceptable plan is drafted.
Here are helpful links to an emergency back-up plan template and additional resources. If you are not using the template, make sure your plan covers all the same elements.
Vaccine Storage Emergency Plan:

· Emergency back-up plan template: http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/communicable/immunization/vfc.aspx (scroll to the bottom of the page).
· Emergency back-up plan annual review template: http://www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/Immunize/documents/templateplan5.doc. 
Additional Resources:

· CDC Emergency Response Worksheet for what to do in case of a power failure or another event resulting in vaccine storage outside of the recommended temperature range: http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3051.pdf. 
· California Department of Public Health’s “EZIZ” general information on vaccine storage and handling: http://eziz.org/vaccine-storage/.
Contact the King County VFC Program with any questions: vfcinfo@kingcounty.gov or (206) 296-4774. 
For additional questions or concerns, please email vfcinfo@kingcounty.gov or call (206) 296-4774.









