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 King County is moving ahead in using  

Restorative Justice principles and practices 

in various areas (schools, community and 

criminal justice) as a way for youth reflect 

on their behavior, build and mend 

relationships, and connect accountability 

to their actions. 

 

 Restorative Mediation Pilot – King County 

Juvenile Court 

 



Restorative  Transformative/Justice is being used: 

 In school settings as peer mediation and circle 

procedures 

 Within justice settings as Restorative Mediation 

and Circle processes 

 In the employment and labor arena when people 

are reintegrated into the workforce after 

investigations 

 Within the community as peace circles to discuss 

issues such as the Youth and Family Justice Center 

 Reentry Circles 

 

 



“True injustice is paying more 

than once for each mistake.” 

 

Miguel Ruiz 

 
 
 

(What is true justice?) 



The Philosophy of  Transformative / 

Restorative Justice 

Comes from indigenous cultures around the 

world. 

  

Community is at the center – Communities 

define their own practices 

 

An intentional way of talking, thinking, acting 

and reacting. 

 



 Restorative Conference 

 Circles (peacemaking, restorative, etc.) 

 Family Group Conferencing/Family Group 

Decision Making 

 Mediation 

 Informal Restorative Practices 



 Peacemaking Circle 

(from Restorative Justice Oakland Youth) 



Meaningful Objects (in center or as talking piece) 

The talking piece. 

(from Safe Space, Chicago) 



In Colorado Public Schools 



Circle Process San Quentin Prison 



Insight Prison Project – San Quentin, CA 



Impact in Denver Public 

Schools, Colorado 

 









What Can We Do? 

 

 Talk to our colleagues, internal and external partners about 

Transformative / Restorative Justice 

 

 Research it through articles, books, videos on the web. 

www.rjoyoakland.org so that we can become trailblazers for it 

in our communities. 

 

 Experiment with it amongst our circles of friends, in our 

organizations and institutions 

 

 Resource Transformative / Restorative Justice Projects 

 

  Contact School Principals and PTSAs and let them know that 

“Peacemaking  Circles” and other forms of Restorative Justice 

can slow and stop the School-to-Prison pipeline and help 

students succeed. 

http://www.rjoyoakland.org/




 


