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ARTICLE 2 - THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Section 265. Office of Law Enforcement Oversight.

The county council shall establish by ordinance an office of law enforcement
oversight, which shall be a part of the legislative branch. The office shall have a director
who is appointed by a majority of the county council to serve a term of four years and until
a successor is appointed. The director may be removed from office at any time for cause
by a majority of the county council.

The authority of the office of law enforcement oversight shall be prescribed by
ordinance and should include: investigation, review and analysis of conduct of county law
enforcement officers that has been the subject of a complaint and the use of force by county
law enforcement officers regardless of whether it has been the subject of a complaint; and
review and analysis of internal investigations conducted and disciplinary action taken by
the department of public safety regarding that conduct or use of force. The authority of the
office should also include: the preparation and publication of findings, conclusions and
recommendations related to the office's oversight of the department of public safety; and
community outreach concerning the department of public safety and the office of law
enforcement oversight.

To enable the office of law enforcement oversight to exercise its authority effectively,
the office shall be authorized by ordinance to obtain all relevant information, including
authority to review and copy relevant department of public safety files, inspect crime
scenes, conduct interviews and participate in internal investigations and review hearings.

The county council shall establish by ordinance an advisory committee for law
enforcement oversight to review, advise and report on the office of law enforcement
oversight in a manner that may be prescribed by ordinance. The committee shall also
advise the sheriff and the council on matters of equity and social justice related to law
enforcement. The committee may also advise the sheriff and the council on systemic
problems and opportunities for improvement in the law enforcement practices of the
department of public safety. The county council shall prescribe by ordinance the
committee's membership, qualifications, and rules and procedures, and the process for
appointment of committee members, and may prescribe by ordinance additional duties of
the committee. (Ord. 18087 § 2 (part), 2015).



