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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-08

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COVINGTON, WASHINGTON, PROVIDING FOR THE 
SUBMISSION OF A PROPOSITION TO THE QUALIFIED 
VOTERS OF THE CITY OF COVINGTON AT THE PRIMARY 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON AUGUST 4, 2026, FOR THE 
APPROVAL OR REJECTION OF THE CREATION OF THE 
COVINGTON PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT, A 
METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT, PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 35.61 RCW; SETTING FORTH THE TEXT OF 
BALLOT PROPOSITION 1; DIRECTING PROPER CITY 
OFFICIALS TO TAKE NECESSARY ACTIONS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR OTHER PROPERLY RELATED MATTERS. 

WHEREAS, the City of Covington (“City”) currently acquires, operates, and maintains its 
parks, park properties, recreational facilities, and programs substantially using general fund 
dollars; and 

WHEREAS, the provision of parks, open spaces, recreation programming, and facilities is 
an important function of the City and increases the quality of living for City residents; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s general fund cannot support the ongoing costs of operation, 
maintenance, and acquisition of new and existing parks, park properties, recreational facilities, 
staffing, and programs at a level that will meet the growing needs and desires of Covington 
citizens; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 35.61 RCW provides that a metropolitan park district (“MPD”) may 
be created by a city upon voter approval for the management, control, improvement, maintenance, 
and acquisition of parks, parkways, boulevards, and recreational facilities, and that an MPD has 
certain statutory powers, including the power to levy and impose various taxes and fees to generate 
revenues to provide ongoing funding to maintain, operate, and improve such parks, community 
centers, pools, and other recreation facilities and programming; and 

WHEREAS, RCW 35.61.050 gives cities the authority to pass a resolution calling for an 
election on the creation of an MPD and stating the name of the proposed MPD and how it will be 
governed; and 

WHEREAS, MPDs are separate municipal corporations and taxing authorities, including 
statutory authority to levy a regular property tax of up to $0.75 per $1,000 assessed property value 
to provide desired parks and recreation services; and 

WHEREAS, if approved by the voters, the City desires to use revenue of the proposed 
MPD to expand maintenance, create new facilities, operate those facilities, increase programming, 
and fund other related parks and recreation development and activities; and 
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WHEREAS, the initial plan is for MPD revenue to supplement (not supplant) existing 
levels of funding for parks and recreation in order to improve park maintenance levels of service 
and support park and trail improvements. This means that MPD funds would be in addition to what 
the City already budgets for parks; however, if the City’s future General Fund is unable to continue 
to support parks and recreation at current levels, MPD funds could be used to avoid cutting park 
and recreation maintenance and operation levels; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Covington City Council (“Council”) will set the initial regular property 

tax levy rate at $0.37 per $1,000 of assessed property value; and 
 
WHEREAS, the regular property tax levy rate for the proposed MPD could not exceed 

$0.75 per $1,000 assessed property value; and 
 
WHEREAS, RCW 35.61.050 provides that when the boundaries of an MPD will be the 

same as the formation city’s corporate limits, the city council may serve as the ex officio board of 
park commissioners; and 

 
WHEREAS, if approved by voters, the Council will serve as the ex officio board of park 

commissioners for the MPD; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council and Covington Parks and Recreation Commission have discussed 

forming an MPD for the past two years and conducted public outreach and engagement process, 
including a public input survey; and 
 

WHEREAS, the preferred name for the MPD is the “Covington Park and Recreation 
District”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to minimize the impact of potential cuts in services to citizens using 
City parks and recreation facilities and programs, and in order to maximize the ability of the City 
to acquire and construct additional parks and recreational facilities in the future, the Council 
desires to place a proposition on the ballot at the August 4, 2026 election, which calls for the 
creation of an MPD to be known as the “Covington Park and Recreation District,” pursuant to 
Chapter 35.61 RCW, as further provided herein; 
  
NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Covington, King County, Washington, 
resolves as follows: 
 
 Section 1. Findings of Fact. The recitals set forth above are hereby adopted as the City of 
Covington City Council’s (“Council”) findings of fact. 
 
 Section 2. Proposed Metropolitan Parks District. The Council proposes that a metropolitan 
park district (“MPD”) be created, which shall be called the “Covington Park and Recreation 
District” (“CPRD”). The boundaries of the CPRD shall be the same as the Covington corporate 
limits, as it exists now and including any future revisions. The Council shall serve as the ex officio 
board of park commissioners for the CPRD. While Washington State (“State”) law authorizes an 
MPD to levy a maximum of $0.75 per $1,000 assessed property valuation, the CPRD would only 
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levy an initial regular property tax levy of $0.37 per $1,000 of assessed property valuation. Upon 
approval by the voters of the proposition set forth below, the CPRD may use proceeds from such 
property tax for the purpose of paying or financing the costs of CPRD projects, maintenance, 
operations, and other expenses as allowed under State law. 
 
 Section 3. Calling of Election. The Council finds and declares that the best interests of the 
City of Covington (“City”) require the submission to the qualified voters of the City a proposition 
of whether an MPD will be created. The Council requests that the Director of Elections of King 
County, as ex officio Supervisor of Elections in King County (“Director of Elections”), call and 
conduct a special election in the City, in the manner provided by law, to be held on August 4, 2026, 
for the purpose of submitting to the voters of the City, for their approval or rejection, a proposition 
whether an MPD should be created within the City, establishing its board of park commissioners, 
and setting the regular property tax rate. 
  
 Section 4. Ballot Proposition. The Covington City Clerk is authorized and directed to 
certify, no later than May 1, 2026, to the Director of Elections, a copy of this resolution and the 
following proposition to be submitted to the qualified voters at that election, in substantially the 
following form: 
 

CITY OF COVINGTON 
PROPOSITION 1 

FORMATION AND FUNDING OF  
COVINGTON PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT 

 
The City Council of the City of Covington adopted Resolution _____ concerning the creation of 
the Covington Park and Recreation District. 
 
This proposition would create the Covington Park and Recreation District with the powers set 
forth in 35.61 RCW, including the authority to acquire, construct, maintain, operate, and improve 
parks, community centers, pools, and other recreation facilities and programs, and levy regular 
property taxes at a rate up to $0.75/$1,000 assessed value, with an initial rate of $0.37/$1,000, 
with boundaries coterminous with the City of Covington.  The City Council would serve as the 
board of park commissioners.  
 
□ For the formation of the Covington Park and Recreation District to be governed by the City of 
Covington City Council as the ex officio board of park commissioners. 
 
□ Against the formation of the Covington Park and Recreation District. 
 

Section 5. Severability. If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this 
resolution, or its application to any person or situation, be declared unconstitutional or otherwise 
invalid for any reason, or should any portion of this ordinance be pre-empted by state or federal 
law or regulation, such decision or preemption shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this resolution or its application to other persons or situation. The City Council of the 
City of Covington hereby declares that it would have adopted this resolution and each section, 
subsection, sentence, clauses, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
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more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. 

 
Section 6. Corrections. Upon the approval of the city attorney, the city clerk and the 

codifiers of this resolution are authorized to make any necessary corrections to this resolution 
including, but not limited to, the correction of scrivener’s/clerical errors, references, resolution 
numbering, section/subsection numbers, and any reference thereto.  

 
Section 7. Ratification. Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date 

of this resolution is hereby ratified and affirmed. 
 
Section 8. Effective Date. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon passage by 

the City Council of the City of Covington. 
 
Passed by the City Council of the City of Covington this 28th day of April, 2026. 
 
Signed in authentication of its passage this ___ day of _____________, 2026. 

 
 
        _______________________ 
        Sean Smith, Mayor 
AUTHENTICATED: 
 
      
Krista Bates, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
      
Mark Orthmann, City Attorney 
 

28th April

/s/ Mark Orthmann, as authorized by email on April 28, 2026
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