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@ KING COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #43

RESOLUTION R-2026-002
ANNEXATION INTO THE PUGET SOUND REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY

A resolution of the Board of Commissioners of King County Fire
Protection District No. 43 (District) approving annexation into the Puget Sound
Regional Fire Authority (Puget Sound Fire) and approving of Puget Sound Fire’s

proposed plan amendment.

WHEREAS, RCW 52.26.300 permits annexation of a fire protection district into
the boundaries of a regional fire authority, following enactment of necessary
resolutions;

WHEREAS, the District Board of Fire Commissioners (Board) passed Resolution
No. R-2026-001 calling for annexation into Puget Sound Fire, on January 15, 2026;

WHEREAS, the Governing Board of Puget Sound Fire passed Resolution No. 229
concerning a proposed Puget Sound Fire plan amendment including annexation of the
District, on March 18, 2026;

WHEREAS, the District has determined that annexation into Puget Sound Fire is
in the best interest of the citizens of the District, to improve service delivery and
regionalization objectives; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the necessary annexation election
should take place on August 4, 2026.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of King County Fire Protection
District No. 43 as follows:

Section 1. The District approves of the Puget Sound Fire plan amendment, attached
hereto and incorporated by reference, in all respects, including but not limited to an
amendment of Puget Sound Fire governance structure to ensure adequate
representation of the District.

Section 2. The District approves of the annexation of the District into Puget Sound Fire
as set forth in the Puget Sound Fire plan amendment, and approves of said annexation
being subject to the terms of the Puget Sound Fire plan amendment.

Section 3. The Board hereby requests the Auditor of King County, Washington, as ex
officio County Supervisor of Elections, to call and conduct such special election to be
held within the District on August 4, 2026, and to submit to the qualified electors of the
District the proposition in substantially the following form:



KING COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #43

PROPOSITION NO. 1
KING COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 43

ANNEXATION OF THE DISTRICT INTO THE PUGET SOUND REGIONAL FIRE
AUTHORITY

The Board of Fire Commissioners for King County Fire Protection District No. 43 adopted
Resolution No. R-2026-002, concerning a proposition to approve the plan amendment
of the Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority (Puget Sound Fire) to include annexation of
the District into Puget Sound Fire, subject to the terms of the plan amendment attached
to Resolution No. R-2026-002. Shall District voters approve of the Puget Sound Fire plan
amendment and annexation of the District into Puget Sound Fire, making the District a
part of Puget Sound Fire?

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS:

To vote IN FAVOR of the foregoing proposition, mark a cross (X) in the “Annexation, Yes”
square.

To vote AGAINST the foregoing proposition, mark a cross (X) in the “Annexation, No”
square.

ANNEXATION, YES

ANNEXATION, NO

Section 4. The locations of the polling places, if any, shall be as specified by the Auditor
of King County, Washington, as ex officio County Supervisor of Elections for the District.

Section 5. Approval of the proposition described in Section 3 above, by a simple
majority, shall be construed and interpreted as qualified elector approval of annexation
in compliance with RCW 52.26.300.

Section 6. With respect to this election, the District shall participate in the publication
of information in the Local Voters’ Pamphlet, including but not limited to an explanatory
statement reviewed and approved by the District’s attorney, a Statement For, and a
Statement Against, pursuant to Chapter 29.81A of the Revised Code of Washington. The
District Secretary hereby delegated the authority to finalize the aforementioned
explanatory statement and appointment of For and Against committees.
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Section 7. For purposes of receiving notice of any matters related to the ballot title, as
provided in RCW 29A.36.080, the Board hereby designates the District Secretary as the
individual to whom the County Auditor shall provide such notice.

Section 8. The District Secretary is authorized to implement such administrative
procedures as may be necessary to carry out the directives of this resolution, including
the appointment of For and Against Committees, the preparation of Explanatory
Statements with approval by legal counsel, and modifying the text of the ballot title and
any other text, language and/or descriptions relative thereto necessary to conform such
ballot title, text, language and/or descriptions to the intent of the parties, consistent with
the objectives of this resolution.

Section 9. The District Secretary is hereby directed to deliver a certified copy of this
resolution to the Auditor of King County, Washington, as ex officio County Supervisor of

Elections for the District, on or before May 1, 2026, pursuant to RCW 29A.04.321.

Section 10. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

ADOPTED by the Board of Commissioners of King County Fire Protection District No.
43 in an open public meeting on the 19" Day of March, 2026:

LWW BM@[&D/

Laura Suckiay

Chalrperson Laura Buckley
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Commissioner Craig Hooper
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Commissioner Russell Calcote
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2026
PUGET SOUND REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY

PLAN

Serving the cities of Black Diamond, Covington, Kent,
Maple Valley, SeaTac and Tukwila,
and King County Fire Districts Nos. 37 and 43

Effective Date: September 30, 2026 (District 43) and
September 30, 2027(Black Diamond)
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HISTORY

In 2010, the voters of the City of Kent and King County Fire Protection District No. 37 approved the formation
of the Kent Fire Department Regional Fire Authority, effective July 1, 2010.

On January 1, 2014, the Kent Fire Department RFA contractually consolidated with the City of SeaTac Fire
Department pursuant to an interlocal agreement, and the City of SeaTac filled a non-voting advisory position
on the Governing Board pursuant to a 2014 Plan Amendment.

In 2016, the Governing Board approved the renaming of the Kent Fire Department Regional Fire Authority
to Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority pursuant to a 2016 Plan Amendment.

On July 1, 2018, Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority contractually consolidated with Maple Valley Fire and
Rescue (King County Fire Protection District No. 43) pursuant to an interlocal agreement and Maple Valley
Fire and Rescue filled a non-voting advisory position on the Governing Board.

On January 1, 2023, Puget Sound Fire contractually consolidated with the City of Tukwila Fire Department
pursuant to an interlocal agreement, and the City of Tukwila filled a non-voting advisory position on the
Governing Board.

Copies of the original RFA Plan and the 2014 and 2016 amendments are retained in the Puget Sound Fire
Administrative Offices.

On April 5, 2023, Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority Governing Board approved an amendment of the
2016 RFA Plan (“2023 Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority Plan”) to submit to the voters of the City of
Tukwila as part of the process of annexing the City of Tukwila as a participating jurisdiction into the Puget
Sound Regional Fire Authority. On August 1, 2023, the City of Tukwila voters approved the amended RFA
Plan, and the City of Tukwila was formally annexed into the RFA on January 1, 2024.

On August 21, 2024, the Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority Governing Board approved an amendment of
the January 1, 2024 Plan to clarify that Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority has been the primary provider
of ambulance transport services since the formation of the RFA.

On March 18, 2026 the, Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority Governing Board approved an amendment of
the RFA Plan (“2026 Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority Plan”) to submit to the voters of the City of Black
Diamond and the voters of King County Fire Protection District No. 43 (Maple Valley Fire and Rescue) as
part of the process of annexing the City of Black Diamond and District No. 43 as participating jurisdictions
into the Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority. On August 4, 2026, the City of Black Diamond voters and the
King County Fire Protection District No. 43 voters approved the amended RFA Plan. King County Fire
Protection District No. 43 was annexed into the RFA on September 30, 2026 and the City of Black Diamond
was annexed into the RFA on September 30, 2027.
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MISSION

Professionally and Compassionately Helping People

VISION

Cultivating an environment of excellence, respect, and fun.

VALUES
Serve with Integrity.
Lead by Example.
Be Resilient.

Take Care of Each Other.
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OVERSIGHT

Puget Sound Fire is governed by the Puget Sound Fire Governance Board. The Governance Board is
comprised of voting members from the participating jurisdictions in the manner set forth in the Plan.

The Puget Sound Fire Governance Board has the responsibility to oversee budget and policy decisions and
to ensure that Puget Sound Fire is successful in its mission of protecting our communities.

FUNDING

Puget Sound Fire uses a voter-approved, two-part funding method comprised of property taxes and a fire
benefit charge (FBC) to fund its operations. The FBC is a fee that is based on the benefit of having emergency
services. It is not a per call charge and is not based on property value.

The property tax/FBC model provides a stable funding method that results in predictable revenues. Adding
a FBC alongside property taxes as part of the funding system allows Puget Sound Fire to equitably distribute
the cost, meaning that higher risk properties pay more for the benefit of fire-related and emergency services
and lower risk properties pay less.

SERVICES AND STAFFING

As an internationally accredited regional fire authority, Puget Sound Fire employs over 500 people, and 17
fire stations are staffed 24 hours a day, 365 days a year by full-time, career firefighters. Advanced Life
Support (Paramedic) services are provided through the King County Medic One program.

The broad range of emergency response services that we provide to our residents from our 17 fire stations
throughout our response areas include:

e Emergency Medical Services including ambulance transport services
e Fire Suppression

e Hazardous Materials

e Water Rescue

e Technical Rescue

e Wildland Urban Interface
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Additionally, Puget Sound Fire also provides non-emergency services to our residents including:

e Emergency Management

e Fire Prevention

e Public Education and FDCARES
e Ambulance Transport Services

Our support divisions include:

e Community Relations

e Emergency Management
e Finance

e Fire Marshal’s Office

e Health & Safety

e Human Resources

¢ Information Technology
e Medical Services

e Mobile Integrated Health
e Operations

e Strategy, Planning, & Accreditation
e Support Services

e Training
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Adopted: 06-03-09 Revised: 01-01-24

PUGET SOUND
REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY (RFA)
PLAN

Section 1: Needs Statement

The ability to respond to emergency situations by fire protection and emergency medical
services jurisdictions has not kept up or progressed with the community’s needs and special
service demands;

Providing a fire protection and emergency medical service system requires a collaborative
partnership and responsibility among local and regional governments and the private sector;

There are efficiencies to be gained by regional fire protection and emergency medical service
delivery, while maintaining local control; and

Timely development of significant projects can best be achieved through enhanced funding
options for regional fire protection, emergency services, specialized rescue, hazardous material
mitigation, using existing taxing authority to address fire protection and emergency service
needs, with new authority to address critical fire protection projects and emergency services.

Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority is capable of providing regional services to its contractual
partners and participating jurisdictions.

RFA Plan Revision:

The NEEDS STATEMENT section of the Puget Sound RFA Plan is subject to amendment by a

majority vote of the RFA Governance Board after the Effective Date.
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Adopted: 06-03-09 Revised: 09-30-26

PUGET SOUND
REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY (RFA)
PLAN

Section 2: Definitions

The definitions in this section apply throughout the Regional Fire Protection Service Plan, unless the
context clearly requires otherwise.

1.

“Board” or “Governing Board”: Means the governing body of a regional fire protection
services authority.

“Participating Jurisdictions”: Means the City of Kent, King County Fire Protection District No.
37, the City of Tukwila, King County Fire Protection District No. 43 (effective September 30,
2026) and the City of Black Diamond. (effective September 30, 2027).

“Contractual Jurisdictions”: Means the City of SeaTac, and any future municipal corporations
that enter into Interlocal Full Consolidation Agreements with Puget Sound Regional Fire
Authority.

“Regional Fire Authority,” “Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority” "Puget Sound RFA”
“RFA": Means a municipal corporation, an independent taxing authority within the meaning of
Article VII, Section 1, of the Washington State Constitution, and a taxing district within the
meaning of Article VII, Section 2, of the Washington State Constitution, whose boundaries are
coextensive with the City of Kent, King County Fire Protection District No. 37, King County Fire
Protection District No. 43, the City of Black Diamond and the City of Tukwila that has been
created by a vote of the people under Revised Code of Washington chapter 52.26 to implement
a Regional Fire Authority Plan and by a vote of the City of Tukwila voters to approve annexation
of the City of Tukwila into the RFA pursuant to RCW 52.26.300.

“Regional Fire Authority Plan,” “RFA Plan,” “Puget Sound RFA Plan” or “Plan”: Means a
plan to develop, govern and finance a Regional Fire Authority, including, but not limited to,
specific capital projects, fire prevention services, fire suppression services, emergency
medical services, and services for the protection of life and property pursuant to RCW
52.26.040, and the preservation and maintenance of existing or future facilities and services.

2026 Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority Plan” or “2026 RFA Plan”: Means the 2026 RFA
Plan as amended by the RFA Governing Board and approved by the King County Fire Protection
District No. 43 and/or the City of Black Diamond voters.

( ]
L 8 )
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7. “Effective Date”: Means the effective date of the 2026 RFA Plan on September 30, 2026 for
District 43 and September 30, 2027 for Black Diamond.

RFA Plan Revision:

The DEFINITIONS section of the Puget Sound RFA Plan is subject to amendment by a majority
vote of the RFA Governance Board after the Effective Date.
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PUGET SOUND
REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY (RFA)
PLAN

Section 3: Formation Authority

Adopted: 06-03-09 Revised: 09-30-26

A. Reference:

1. Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority was created pursuant to law when the voters of the City of
Kent and King County Fire Protection District No. 37 approved the original RFA Plan at a special
election on April 27, 2010 as authorized by Chapter 52.26 RCW.

2. At the time of the RFA formation, the City of Kent Fire Department was operating an ambulance
service through a contract with a private ambulance contractor and there were no competing
private ambulance services. This contract was assigned to the RFA which has continued
operating the RFA’s ambulance service consistent with RCW 52.26.040(3)(b).

3. The authority to annex additional Participating Jurisdictions into the RFA requires approval of
an RFA Plan amendment by both the RFA Governing Board and the voters of the annexing
Participating Jurisdiction pursuant to RCW 52.26.300.

B. Activity and Operation:

1. If approved by the voters of the King County Fire Protection District No. 43 at an election on
August 4, 2026, this 2026 RFA Plan shall become effective on the Effective Date of September
30, 2026. If the 2026 RFA Plan is not approved by King County Fire Protection District No. 43
voters, then the provisions specific to King County Fire Protection District No. 43 in this 2026
RFA Plan Amendment shall not be adopted.

2. |If approved by the voters of the City of Black Diamond at an election on August 4, 2026, this
2026 RFA Plan shall become effective on the Effective Date of September 30, 2027. If the 2026
RFA Plan is not approved by Black Diamond voters, then the provisions specific to Black
Diamond in this 2026 RFA Plan Amendment shall not be adopted.

3. Upon voter approval of the 2026 RFA Plan, the Participating Jurisdictions shall continue to exist
as separate and independent Washington State municipal corporations. The exclusive purpose
of the continued existence of King County Fire District No. 37 and King County Fire Protection
District No. 43 shall be to provide representation to the RFA Governance Board.

10
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4. At such time as King County Fire District 37 or King County Fire Protection District No. 43 no
longer provides revenues or representatives to the governance board, it may be dissolved in
accordance with RCW 52.26.120.

RFA Plan Revision:

The FORMATION AUTHORITY section of the Puget Sound RFA Plan is subject to amendment only
by a revised Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority Plan being re-submitted to the electorate for
approval.

11
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Adopted: 07-15-09 Revised: 09-30-26

PUGET SOUND
REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY (RFA)
PLAN

Section 4: Jurisdictional Boundaries

A.

Reference:

The authority to define the jurisdictional boundaries of the Puget Sound Fire Authority is
provided by RCW 52.26.020(2).

Jurisdictional Boundaries on Effective Dates of the 2026 RFA Plan:

If the 2026 RFA Plan is approved by King County Fire Protection District No. 43 voters, the
jurisdictional boundaries of Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority shall on the District 43 Effective
Date be the current legal boundaries of the Participating Jurisdictions including King County Fire
Protection District No. 43, which boundaries are currently contiguous and are depicted on the
map attached hereto and marked as Appendix “A” of this 2026 RFA Plan.

If the 2026 RFA Plan is approved by the City of Black Diamond voters, the jurisdictional
boundaries of Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority shall, on the Black Diamond Effective Date
be the current legal boundaries of the Participating Jurisdictions including the City of Black
Diamond, which boundaries are currently contiguous and are depicted on the map attached
hereto and marked as Appendix “A-1" of this 2026 RFA Plan.

Changes in Jurisdictional Boundaries:
1. Boundary Changes that do not require RFA Plan amendment.

a. City of Kent, City of Tukwila and City of Black Diamond annexations of areas
included within the boundaries of King County Fire Protection District No. 37
or No. 43. Such annexations will not affect the RFA since the areas will already be
within the RFA boundaries. Pursuant to RCW 52.26.290, there will be no required
asset or employee transfers between the fire district and the affected city.

b. City of Kent, City of Tukwila or City of Black Diamond annexations of areas
not included within King County Fire Protection District No. 37 or 43. On the
effective date of such annexation, the territory annexed shall automatically be
included within the boundaries of the RFA pursuant to RCW 52.26.090. The territory

[ 12
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added to the RFA by such annexation shall be subject to the taxation, charges, and
bonded indebtedness (if approved as part of the annexation process) of the RFA.
Any transfer of assets or employees that occurs as a result of annexation shall be
between the transferring entity and the RFA.

King County Fire Protection District No. 37 or No. 43 annexations of areas
outside the boundaries of the RFA. On the effective date of such annexation, the
territory annexed shall automatically be included within the boundaries of the RFA
pursuant to RCW 52.26.090. The territory added to the RFA by such annexation shall
be subject to the taxation, charges, and bonded indebtedness (if approved as part
of the annexation process) of the RFA.

Partial merger of an area located in an adjacent fire protection district into
King County Fire Protection District No. 37 or No. 43. On the effective date of
such partial merger, the territory merged into King County Fire Protection District
No. 37 or No. 43 shall automatically be included within the boundaries of the RFA.
The territory added to the RFA by such partial merger shall be subject to the taxation,
charges, and bonded indebtedness of the RFA in the manner specified in chapter
52.06 RCW. Any transfer of assets or employees as a result of a partial merger shall
be between the merging district and the RFA.

Merger of an adjacent fire protection district into King County Fire Protection
District No. 37 or No. 43. On the effective date of such merger, the territory merged
into King County Fire Protection District No. 37 or No. 43 shall automatically be
included within the boundaries of the RFA. The territory added to the RFA by such
merger shall be subject to the taxation, charges, and bonded indebtedness of the
RFA in the manner specified in chapter 52.06 RCW. Pursuant to RCW 52.06.085,
the merger will result in an increase in the size of the governing board of King County
Fire Protection District No. 37 or No. 43. Such increase shall not, however, alter the
Governance Plan and the RFA governing board shall be controlled by Section 5 of
the 2026 RFA Plan. Any transfer of assets or employees as a result of a merger shall
be between the merging district and the RFA.

Full or partial merger of King County Fire Protection District 37 or No. 43 into
an adjacent fire protection district. On the effective date of such merger, the
areas within King County Fire Protection District No. 37 or No. 43 that are merged
into the adjacent fire protection district shall be removed from the jurisdictional
boundaries of the RFA. In this situation, the RFA shall not be obligated to transfer
employees or assets of the RFA, and the adjacent fire protection district shall be
restricted to assets and employees of the fire district, if any.

Annexation of a portion of King County Fire Protection District No. 37 or No.
43 by a City that is not a participating jurisdiction in the RFA. On the effective
date of such annexation, the territory annexed shall automatically be removed from
the boundaries of the RFA. In this situation, the RFA shall not be obligated to transfer

[ 13)
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employees or assets of the RFA, and the annexing city shall be restricted solely to
assets and employees of the fire district, if any.

h. Annexation of areas by the City of Covington. Provided that the City of
Covington remains annexed into King County Fire Protection District No. 37, on the
effective date of any such annexation, the territory annexed shall automatically be
included within the boundaries of the RFA pursuant to RCW 52.26.090 and RCW
52.04.091. The territory added to the RFA by such annexation shall be subject to
the taxation, charges, and bonded indebtedness (if approved as part of the
annexation process) of the RFA. Any transfer of assets or employees that occurs as
a result of such annexation shall be between the transferring entity and the RFA.

i. Annexation of areas by the City of Maple Valley. Provided that the City of Maple
Valley remains annexed into King County Fire Protection District No. 43, on the
effective date of any such annexation, the territory annexed shall automatically be
included within the boundaries of the RFA pursuant to RCW 52.26.090 and RCW
52.04.091. The territory added to the RFA by such annexation shall be subject to
the taxation, charges, and bonded indebtedness (if approved as part of the
annexation process) of the RFA. Any transfer of assets or employees that occurs as
a result of such annexation shall be between the transferring entity and the RFA.

2. Boundary Changes that require an RFA Plan amendment.

The addition of another entity as a participating jurisdiction in the RFA shall require a voter
approved amendment to the RFA Plan.

RFA Plan Revision:

Except as provided in paragraph C.2 of this section, the JURISDICTIONAL BOUNDARIES section of
the Puget Sound RFA Plan is subject to amendment by a majority vote of the RFA Governance
Board after the Effective Date.

14
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Adopted: 07-15-09 Revised: 09-30-2026

PUGET SOUND
REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY (RFA)
PLAN

Section 5: Governance

Governance and Representation

A.

1.

Reference:

The authority to provide governance for the Regional Fire Authority is provided by RCW
52.26.080 and RCW 52.26.090.

Governing Board Structure and Operation:

As provided by RCW 52.26.080, the RFA Governing Board shall include up to ten voting
members consisting of two (2) seated members of the legislative body of each Participating
Jurisdiction as appointed by the Participating Jurisdiction.

The RFA governing Board shall also include nonvoting advisory positions as established under
the RFA Governing Board by-laws.

The RFA Governing Board shall adopt governance policies and rules for conducting business for
the RFA in accordance with RCW 52.26.080.

The RFA Governing Board shall adopt by-laws to govern RFA affairs in accordance with RCW
52.26.080.

The RFA Governing Board shall have all the power and authority granted governing boards under
Washington State law and shall include the power and authority to make any decisions
appropriate for the RFA and for matters related to Title 52 RCW.

Members of the Governing Board will receive compensation in the same manner and under the
same conditions as provided by law for commissioners of a fire protection district organized
under Title 52 RCW.

15
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RFA Plan Revision:

The GOVERNANCE section of the Puget Sound RFA Plan is subject to amendment by a majority
vote of the RFA Governance Board after the Effective Date.

16
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PUGET SOUND
REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY (RFA)
PLAN

Section 6: Organizational Structure/Operations

Adopted: 11-04-09 Revised: 09-30-26

A. Reference:

1. The authority for the RFA to establish an Organizational Structure is provided in RCW
52.26.040.

B. Activity/Operation:

1. The RFA shall be organized and managed as directed by the Governing Board.

2. Current staffing models, standards of coverage, deployment standards, field operations,
command staffing, and operational policies and procedures shall continue at the current
level of service on the Effective Date.

3. Puget Sound Fire will operate pursuant to its adopted Standards of Coverage, which

defines services, levels of service, standards of coverage, development standards and
customer expectations of the RFA.

RFA Plan Revision:

The ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE/OPERATIONS section of the Puget Sound RFA Plan is
subject to amendment by a majority vote of the RFA Governance Board after the Effective Date.

17
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Adopted: 11-04-09 Revised: 01-01-24

PUGET SOUND
REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY (RFA)
PLAN

Section 7: Financial

A. Reference:

1.

The authority to provide funding and levy taxes for the RFA is provided by RCW
52.26.050, RCW 52.26.120, RCW 52.26.140 - .180, RCW 52.30.020, chapter 84.52 RCW
and chapter 84.55 RCW.

The authority and mechanism for the collection of taxes and the benefit service charge
shall be in accordance with RCW 52.26.170, RCW 52.26.200 - .270

B. Revenues/Funding:

1.

Pursuant to the original approved RFA Plan, funding for the RFA is based on a property
tax not to exceed $1.00 per thousand of taxable assessed value and a benefit service
charge on all improved properties within the RFA service area based upon the general
formula and methodology set annually by the RFA Governing Board.

In the event a Participating Jurisdiction annexes into the RFA pursuant to RCW
52.26.300, the initial property tax levy rate shall be calculated pursuant to the rule
established under WAC 458-19-035.

In the event a Participating Jurisdiction annexes into the RFA pursuant to RCW
52.26.300, the benefit charge shall be applied within the boundaries of the Participating
Jurisdiction based on the currently adopted Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority benefit
charge formula on file with the Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority.

The initial tax levy and benefit charge in annexing Participating Jurisdictions shall occur
in the year of the effective date of the annexation provided the effective date of the
annexation occurs prior to October 1, pursuant to RCW 84.09.030. If the effective date
occurs after such date, the initial property tax levy and benefit charge shall not be made
within the boundaries of the Participating Jurisdiction until the year following the
Effective Date and the Participating Jurisdiction shall continue to pay for services for the

18
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first year of annexation in the manner established by agreement between Puget Sound
Regional Fire Authority and the Participating Jurisdiction.

5. To the extent permitted by law, the RFA shall contract with agencies and entities exempt
from property taxes in accordance with RCW 52.30.020 and related statutes.

6. The Governing Board shall have the authority to pursue all additional revenue sources
authorized by law including but not limited to revenue sources specifically identified in

Title 52 RCW that are not otherwise addressed in chapter 52.26 RCW.

7. The RFA shall pay all costs of continued operation of King County Fire Protection District
No. 37 subsequent to the formation of the RFA.

8. The RFA shall pay all costs of continued operation of King County Fire Protection District
No. 43 subsequent to the Effective Date of the annexation.

C. Financial Assets Transferred King County Fire Protection District No. 43:
1. King County Fire Protection District No. 43 shall transfer all real and personal property
owned by the District to the RFA within 30 days of the effective date. Such transfers
include all funds currently owned by District No. 43.

D. Liabilities King County Fire Protection District No. 43:

1. On the date of formation, the RFA shall assume all outstanding liabilities of King County
Fire Protection District No. 43.

E. Financial Assets Transferred City of Black Diamond:
2. Transfers of Real Property.

a. The following real property owned by the City of Black Diamond shall be
transferred in fee simple to the RFA within 30 days of the Effective Date.

i. Fire Stations 98 and 99
3. Transfers of Personal Property.
a. The City of Black Diamond shall transfer its fire department related personal
property to the RFA by separate interlocal agreement and no additional
transfers of City personal property are required.

F. Liabilities City of Black Diamond:

2. On the date of formation, the RFA shall assume the following liabilities of the City of
Black Diamond.
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a. None. None.
3. The City of Black Diamond shall retain the following liabilities:

a. The City of Black Diamond will keep the liability for retired LEOFF 1 employees,
if any.

b. The City retains any obligations established under its interlocal agreement with
Mountain View Fire and Rescue.

RFA Plan Revision:

Subject to any statutory requirements for voter approval, the FUNDING section of the Puget Sound
RFA Plan, including the benefit charge funding formula and methodology, is subject to amendment
by a majority vote of the RFA Governance Board after the Effective Date.
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Section 8:
Emergency Management and Fire Investigation Unit

Adopted: 11-04-09 Revised: 01-01-24

PUGET SOUND
REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY (RFA)
PLAN

Fire Prevention, Public Education Services,

A. Reference:

1. The authority for the RFA to establish and provide Fire Prevention, Public Education, Emergency
Management and Fire Investigation components is provided in RCW 52.26.040, RCW
52.26.090(2), RCW 52.12.031 (3), (6) and (7) and chapter 39.34 RCW.

B. Activity/Operation:

1. SERVICE PROVIDERS FOLLOWING 2026 RFA PLAN EFFECTIVE DATE:

1.1.  FIRE PREVENTION SERVICES

a. On the effective date of the 2026 RFA Plan, Fire Prevention Services within the
boundaries of the RFA shall be provided as follows:

(®.

(id).

(iii).

@v).

V).

Within the City Kent. The RFA will provide Fire Prevention Services to the City of
Kent pursuant to an interlocal agreement.

Within the City of Covington. The RFA will provide Fire Prevention Services to
the City of Covington pursuant to an interlocal agreement.

Within the City Tukwila. The RFA will provide Fire Prevention Services to the City
of Tukwila pursuant to an interlocal agreement.

Within the City of Maple Valley. The City will contract with either the RFA or
another entity to provide Fire Prevention Services to the City of Maple Valley.

Within the City of Black Diamond. The City will contract with either the RFA or
another entity to provide Fire Prevention Services to the City of Black Diamond.
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Within unincorporated King County. King County shall provide Fire Prevention
Services, unless the RFA enters into an interlocal with King County to provide
such services.

The RFA may contract to provide such services to Contractual Jurisdictions and
other entities as determined by the Governing Board.

FIRE INVESTIGATION SERVICES:

On the effective date of the 2026 RFA Plan, Fire Investigation Services within the
boundaries of the RFA shall be provided as follows:

().

(ii).

(iii).

@v).

(V).

(vi).

(vii).

Within the City Kent. The RFA will provide Fire Investigation Services to the City
of Kent pursuant to an interlocal agreement.

Within the City of Covington. The RFA will provide Fire Investigation Services to
the City of Covington pursuant to an interlocal agreement.

Within the City Tukwila. The RFA will provide Fire Investigation Services to the
City of Tukwila pursuant to an interlocal agreement.

Within the City of Maple Valley. The City will contract with either the RFA or
another entity to provide Fire Investigation Services to the City of Maple Valley.

Within the City of Black Diamond. The City will contract with either the RFA or
another entity to provide Fire Investigation Services to the City of Black
Diamond.

Within unincorporated King County. King County shall provide Fire Investigation
Services unless the RFA enters into an interlocal with King County to provide
such services.

The RFA may contract to provide such services to Contractual Jurisdictions and
other entities as determined by the Governing Board.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES.

On the effective date of the 2023 RFA Plan, Emergency Management Services within
the boundaries of the RFA shall be provided as follows:

().

(ii).

Within the City Kent. The RFA will provide Emergency Management Services to
the City of Kent pursuant to an inter-local agreement.

Within the City of Covington. Covington shall remain the provider of Emergency
Management Services.
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(ii1)).  Within the City Tukwila. Tukwila shall remain the provider of Emergency
Management Services.

(iv).  Within the City of Maple Valley. The City will remain the provider of Emergency
Management Services.

(v).  Within the City of Black Diamond. The City will remain the provider of
Emergency Management Services.

(vi).  Within unincorporated King County. King County shall remain the provider of
Emergency Management Services.

(vil). The RFA may contract to provide such services to Contractual Jurisdictions and
other entities as determined by the Governing Board.

1.4. PUBLIC EDUCATION SERVICES.

a. On the effective date of the creation of the RFA, the RFA shall provide Public
Education Services throughout the jurisdiction of the RFA.

b. The RFA may contract to provide such services to Contractual Jurisdictions and other
entities as determined by the Governing Board.

2. PROVISION OF SERVICES.

a. The City of Kent shall designate the Chief and Fire Marshal of the RFA as the Chief
and Fire Marshal of the City of Kent.

b. The City of Tukwila shall designate the Chief and Fire Marshal of the RFA as the Chief
and Fire Marshal of the City of Tukwila.

o The City of Kent, the City of Covington, the City of Tukwila, the City of Black Diamond,
and the City of Maple Valley shall retain code enforcement authority in accordance
with Washington State Law within their respective jurisdictions and, except as
provided in the interlocal agreements, shall provide the necessary legal and police
support for enforcement of code enforcement issues.

d. The City of Kent, the City of Covington, the City of Tukwila, the City of Black Diamond,
and the City of Maple Valley shall retain fire investigation authority in accordance
with Washington State Law within their respective jurisdictions and, except as
provided in the interlocal agreements, shall provide the necessary legal and police
support for enforcement of fire investigation issues.

e. The City of Kent, the City of Covington, the City of Tukwila, the City of Black Diamond,
and the City of Maple Valley shall retain emergency management authority in
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accordance with Washington State Law and, except as provided in the interlocal
agreements, shall provide legal and police support as needed to provide emergency
management services.

RFA Plan Revision:

The FIRE PREVENTION, EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, PUBLIC EDUCATION AND FIRE
INVESTIGATION UNIT section of the Puget Sound RFA Plan is subject to amendment by a majority
vote of the RFA Governance Board after the Effective Date.
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Jurisdictional Boundaries Including Black Diamond
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