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Summary
The City of Snoqualmie submitted a 2011 docket request to remove a portion of parcel 2024089017 as shown on the attached land use map, and parcel 2024089020 from the Snoqualmie Rural City Urban Growth Area.  These properties contain a long-term mining operation.  The city submitted written evidence that the property owner, Weyerhaeuser, supported removing this site from the UGA.
Applicable King County Comprehensive Plan Policies:
R-510
The rural, incorporated cities and their Urban Growth Areas shall be considered part of the Urban Growth Area for purposes of planning land uses and facility needs.  King County should work with rural cities to encourage the provision of affordable housing, to minimize the impacts of new development on the surrounding rural land and to plan for growth consistent with long-term protection of significant historic resources, the surrounding Rural Area and Resource Lands.
R-676
King County shall identify existing and potential mining sites on the Mineral Resources Map in order to conserve mineral resources, promote compatibility with nearby land uses, protect environmental quality, maintain and enhance mineral resource industries and serve to notify property owners of the potential for mining activities.  The county shall identify:

a.
Sites with existing Mineral zoning as Designated Mineral Resource Sites;

b.
Sites where the landowner or operator has indicated an interest in mining, sites that as of the date of adoption of the 1994 Comprehensive Plan had potential Quarrying/Mining zoning, or sites that the county determines might support future mining as Potential Mineral Resource Sites;

c.
Sites where mining operations predate zoning regulations but without zoning or other land use approvals as Non-Conforming Mineral Resource Sites; and

d.
Owner-Identified Potential Sub-Surface Coal Sites.

Analysis and Conclusion:
KCCP policy R-510 calls for land designated Rural City Urban Growth Area to be planned and developed with urban uses, not mining activity.  The KCCP land use map designates the portion of the mining operation on the subject property that is outside and adjacent to the Rural City UGA as Mining, but shows a portion of the mining operation within the Rural City UGA. 

In their docket request, the City of Snoqualmie points out that “these (mining) parcels should remain in King County jurisdiction and be classified as mineral resource lands that are not already characterized by urban growth and have long-term significance for the extraction of minerals under RCW 36.70A.170”.

Consistent with KCCP policy R-676, the subject property should be identified as a mining site, and not be included in the Rural City UGA and designated for annexation by the City of Snoqualmie.
Executive Staff Recommendation:
Amend the King County Comprehensive Plan land use map by removing parcels 2024089017 and 2024089020, as shown on the attached map, from the City of Snoqualmie Rural City Urban Growth Area.  Designate these parcels Mining on the KCCP land use map.
Retain the existing M-P and I-P zoning on the subject property.
