
 

               
 
Council Meeting Date:  May 21, 2014                   Agenda Item: IV 
              

 
 

KING COUNTY GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
 
 

 
AGENDA TITLE:  Klahanie Potential Annexation Area 
   
PRESENTED BY:  Interjurisdictional Staff Team (IJT) 
 
 
 
Background 
Klahanie is an area of unincorporated urban King County adjacent to the cities of 
Sammamish and Issaquah.  The land area is approximately 1,240 acres with an 
estimated population of 10,840 people.  The area is currently designated as a 
Potential Annexation Area (PAA) for the City of Issaquah.  A vote to annex the PAA to 
Issaquah failed earlier this year.  Following a discussion at the February 26, 2014 
meeting of the GMPC, an Interlocal Agreement (ILA) between the cities of 
Sammamish and Issaquah was signed by both cities on April 22, 2014 to transfer the 
Klahanie PAA to the City of Sammamish so that Sammamish can pursue annexation 
of the area. 
 
Analysis: 
In accordance with CPP policy DP-23, urban areas should be annexed to cities: 
 

DP-23  Facilitate the annexation of unincorporated areas within the Urban 
Growth Area that are already urbanized and are within a city’s Potential 
Annexation Area in order to provide urban services to those areas.  Annexation is 
preferred over incorporation. 

 
In order for the City of Sammamish to propose annexation of the Klahanie PAA, it must 
first be transferred from the City of Issaquah to the City of Sammamish.  This action 
requires an amendment to the Potential Annexation Areas Map included in the 
Countywide Planning Policies. 
 
At the February 26, 2014 meeting of the GMPC, the members requested that the two 
cities reach agreement on the future status of the Klahanie PAA and return to the 
GMPC with a report on their progress.  In the intervening time, the two cities met and 
agreed upon the future direction for the Klahanie PAA.  On April 22, 2014 the two cities 
signed an ILA supporting transfer of the PAA from Issaquah to Sammamish.  The 
essential details of the agreement are: 

• Issaquah agrees to release the Klahanie PAA; 
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• Sammamish agrees to support the Issaquah Central Issaquah Plan and 
designation as a Regional Growth Center; 

• Sammamish agrees to not accept the state’s retail sales tax credit for the 
Klahanie PAA; 

• Sammamish agrees to dedicate $3 million for improvements to the Issaquah-Fall 
City Road if the annexation is successful; and 

• Sammamish agrees to pay Issaquah $30,000 for the use of the Klahanie 
Annexation Feasibility Study. 

The documented agreement between the two cities makes the transfer of the Klahanie 
PAA from the City of Issaquah to the City of Sammamish a procedural matter for the 
GMPC.  The City of Sammamish has expressed its intention to initiate annexation 
proceedings as soon as possible but needs the approval of the GMPC to amend the 
PAA Map as a first step. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Approve Motion 14-1 to amend the PAA Map to transfer the Klahanie area from the 
PAA for the City of Issaquah to the PAA for the City of Sammamish. 
 
Next Steps: 
Consider action on Motion 14-1 to amend the PAA Map to transfer the Klahanie area 
from the PAA for the City of Issaquah to the PAA for the City of Sammamish. 
 
Attachments: 
1.  Motion 14-1, amending the PAA Map 
2.  Map depicting transfer of the PAA to Sammamish  
3.  Letter signed by the cities of Issaquah and Sammamish, dated April 25, 2014 
4.  ILA between the cities of Issaquah and Sammamish, dated April 22, 2014 
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A MOTION to amend to the Potential Annexation Areas map in 
the 2012 King County Countywide Planning Policies to transfer 
the Klahanie PAA from Issaquah to Sammamish.  
 

WHEREAS, DP-23 calls for urban areas that are within a city’s Potential 
Annexation Area (PAA) to be annexed to cities; and 
 

WHEREAS, on April 22, 2014, the cities of Sammamish and Issaquah signed an 
Interlocal Agreement on the future status of the Klahanie PAA, and 
 

WHEREAS, on April 25, 2014, the cities of Sammamish and Issaquah submitted 
the signed Interlocal Agreement with a request for the GMPC to adopt a motion 
transferring the PAA from Issaquah to Sammamish. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Growth Management Planning 
Council of King County hereby recommends that the Potential Annexation Areas map in 
the 2012 King County Countywide Planning Policies be amended to transfer the area 
known as the Klahanie PAA from Issaquah to Sammamish. 
 
 
 
    _________________________________________ 
   Dow Constantine, Chair, Growth Management Planning Council 
 
Attachment A:  Amendment to PAA Map 
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The information included on this map has been compiled by
King County staff from a variety of sources and is subject to change
without notice. King County makes no representations or
warranties, express or implied, as to accuracy, completeness,
timeliness, or rights to the use of such information. 
This document is not intended for use as a survey product.
King County shall not be liable for any general, special,
indirect, incidental, or consequential damages including, but not
limited to, lost revenues or lost profits resulting from the use
or misuse of the information contained on this map. Any sale of
this map or information on this map is prohibited except by written
permission of King County. Incorporated Areas
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