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HomeOwner’s  
Septic System Manual

How to maintain and protect your on-site sewage system.
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Septic System:  

The Must-knows

Purpose of the Manual 

How to Use this Manual

How a Septic System Works

• How to Maintain Your Septic System

• Accessibility to Your Septic System

• Inspecting Your Septic System

• Pumping Your Tank(s)

•  Protecting Your Septic System:

Remodeling and Landscaping

• Problem Alert: What to do?!

Types of Septic Systems: 

Understand the Science

Gravity System

Pressure Distribution System

Sand Filter System

Mound System

Glendon Biofilter® System

Subsurface Drip System

Aerobic Treatment Unit System

Disinfection Unit
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Purpose of the Manual

How to Use this Manual
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Septic System: 
The Must-knows

 

 



3  Search for your septic records

using this tool: 
kingcounty.gov/SepticRecords'

4  Write Address or Parcel Number 

in the Search Bar. 

     SEARCHING FOR YOUR 
RECORD DRAWING:

1  

2 "Search on-side sewage/septic 
system records" 

4

eulee
Highlight
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  SEARCHING FOR REPORTS FROM 
PREVIOUS INSPECTIONS:

1  

2  

   More information about operating and maintaining your septic system 
at www.kingcounty.gov/oss
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It is important to protect the 

microorganisms in your system 

to make sure that the septic 

system will function as long 

as possible. To do that, we 

recommend to:

•  Keep household water flow

low. Spread out water usage as

much as possible, especially

laundry (avoid running multiple

loads at once).

•  Redirect water from your

roofdrains or yard away from

your septic system, especially

the drainfield.

•  Throw food scraps and

excessive soaps, oils and

greases into the trash to

keep them out of the drain.

•  Keep strong chemicals,

cleaners, and additives out

of the septic system.

•  Cover your drainfield with

grass or other appropriate

plants. If the drainfield is

covered with concrete (like

a driveway or sportcourt) or a

structure, the microorganisms

will not have the oxygen that

they need to survive long

enough to treat the wastewater.

How a Septic 
System Works TIPS

Photo credit: Mason County Public Health
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More information about operating and 

maintaining your septic system is available 

at www.kingcounty.gov/oss. 

•  

•

•

Accessibility to Your Septic 
System

BENEFITS OF GOOD MAINTENANCE HABITS:

•

•

•

•

•

WHY Maintain & Protect Your 
Septic System

Photo credit: Mason County Public Health
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Inspecting Your Septic System
You will also need a certified on-site 

sewage system maintainer to conduct 

routine inspections. The most up-to-date 

list of certified maintainers is found on our 

website at www.kingcounty.gov/oss. 

SYSTEM
MINIMUM FREQUENCY 
OF INSPECTIONS
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Sedimentation Zone

Scum

Inlet-T
Inlet

Outlet

Sludge

Access Covers

Vent

The tank should be pumped when:

•

•

Pumping Your Tank

NOTE FOR HOUSES WITH 

A GARBAGE DISPOSAL:

•  Garbage disposals use very large

volumes of water and send a

lot of solids into the septic tank.

Garbage disposals very commonly

overload septic systems.

•  If you use the disposal, you will

need to have the septic tank

pumped much more frequently.

Regardless of the frequency of

septic tank pumping, garbage

disposals will increase the

waste concentration, which can

overload the drainfield. We highly

recommend that you do not use

your garbage disposal. If you do

use it, do so sparingly.
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Protecting Your Septic System: 
Remodeling and Landscaping 

Septic systems usually last 30-40 years 

before they fail and need to be replaced 

with a new one. While you develop 

the landscape of your property, make 

sure you plan and maintain a reserve 

area for your next septic system. The 

reserve area may be located between 

the current drainfield lines or in a 

completely different area, as shown on 

your record drawing.

•

•

•

•

Sun Partial shade

Illustration Key

Shade Native plant

Photo credit: Tacoma-Pierce County 
Health Department
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Problem Alert: What to Do?!

A failure can be confirmed with a fluorescent dye test.
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1 

2  

3

4  

1 

2  

Possible explanation for the issue:

•

•

•  

Financial assistance is 

available for septic system 

repairs. Find out more on 

the Public Health website.

1 

2 

1  

2  

3  

Problem Alert: What to Do?! CONT...

1 

2 
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For more information about what to do with 

your septic system in emergency situations,  

visit: https://www.neha.org/eh-topic/

preparedness-response-septic-systems.
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2 Earthquakes and wildfires:

a 

-

-

b 

-  

-
-  
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-  

-  

-  

-  

3 Flooding:

a 

-
-  
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-
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1 Power outage 

Problem Alert: What to Do?! CONT...
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Types of Septic 
Systems: Understand 

the Science

MAINTENANCE:

•

•

•

•

•

Gravity System

Photo credit: Mason County Public Health
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Pressure Distribution System

MAINTENANCE

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Photo credit: Mason County Public Health



16

Sand Filter System

MAINTENANCE

•

•

•

•

•

•

Photo credit: Mason County Public Health
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Mound System

MAINTENANCE

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Photo credit: Mason County Public Health
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Glendon Biofilter® System

MAINTENANCE

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Photo credit: Mason County Public Health
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Subsurface Drip System

MAINTENANCE

•

•

•

•

•

Photo credit: Mason County Public Health
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Aerobic Treatment Unit 
(ATU) System 

MAINTENANCE 

•

•

•

Photo credit: Mason County Public Health
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Trash Trap

ATU with built-in Trash Trap

Clean Out Access Vent Air Blower Electrical

Inlet
Outlet

ATU

•

•

MAINTENANCE

The Aerobic Treatment Unit 
(ATU) System, CONT...

The Disinfection Unit
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  Gravity

  Sand Filter

  Aerobic Treatment Unit

  Pressure Distribution

  Mound

  Subsurface Drip

  Glendon Biofilter®

 Other  _______________________

MY SEPTIC SYSTEM IS: (check all that apply)

MAINTENANCE RECORD

ON-SITE SYSTEM MAINTAINER

PUMPER

Date Work Completed Firm Cost

Name

Address

Phone

Name

Address

Phone

Eastgate Environmental Health Services

14350 SE Eastgate Way, 
Bellevue, WA 98007

Main office: 206-477-8050
Fax: 206-296-0946
TTY Relay: 711

www.kingcounty.gov/health
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO REPAIR 
OR REPLACE SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Craft3
888-231-2170 | craft3.org

King County Housing Program

206-263-9095 | kingcounty.gov

USDA Rural Housing Services Program

360-428-4322 ext. 4 | rd.usda.gov

Eastgate Environmental Health Services

14350 SE Eastgate Way, Bellevue, WA 98007
206-477-8050

This project has been funded wholly or in part by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under Assistance 

Agreement PC-01J18001 to the Washington State Department of Health. The contents of this document do not necessarily 

reflect the views and policies of the Environmental Protection Agency, nor does mention of trade names or commercial 

products constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.




