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HE TIMES agrees with the po-
sition taken by the Municipal
League last week — that King
County officials should be chosen
in nonpartisan elections.

There is more than ample evi-
dence locally to support the Mu-
nicipal League's generalized dec-
laration that:

“Vost American counlies are

under partisan government and
their record isn’t too good. 4 ma-
jority of citics are under nonpar-
tisan charters and their standards
of service efficiency are generally
better than those of counties.”

"~ .We are not going to hold here
that Seattle’s nonpartisan elected
municipal government is a para-
gon of efficiency. But when it is
compared to King County’s parti-
san-elected government, the city
government here is far superior.

- ==HE King Cbunty government

has been rocked in recent

weeks by disclosures of scanda- .

lous inefficiency and lack of dili-
gence in managing the business

. of the taxpayers and in providing

first-grade public services within
its jurisdiction. This negligence
has occurred over a long period
of time. It embraces a span of
time when both Republicans and
Democrats have been in charge
of the county commission.

Hence, the Municipal League
is clearly on the right road to im-
proved ~ efficiency and reform
when it advocates that the com-
mission of freeholders to be
elected November 7 provide in
the counly charter for nonparti-
san elections as a substitute for
the present sysltem of parlisan
elections.

The Times believes, however,
that nonpartisan elections alone

will not be enough. Civil service

also should be established in the
county government—as it now
exists in the Seattle municipal
government —if the evils of the
political spoils system are not to
take further tolls in county ineffi-
ciency.- .

GAIN, we do not hold that

civil service is without dis-
advantages. But when we com-
pare the ravages of the spoils
system in. the county over many
years with the "stability of em-
ployment of career personnel in
the municipal government, the
city looks awfully good.

The rule in counly gorvernment
has been that employes there can
count on their-tenure only as long
as they play the political game of
their clective superiors, and this
often includes payments inlo
political funds from pay levels
that are small enough anyhow.

The Seattle municipal employe .

enjoys the dignity of political in-
dependence and does not have to
dig into the family purse to help
his boss get votes in order to in-
sure his own tenure.

T is the average citizen, how-
_ever, in terms of the level of
taxes he must pay and the level
of services he may receive, who
is the biggest loser from the
county government’s political
spoils system. The turnover of
personnel in the county govern-
ment is much higher than in city
government, and that takes a
huge toll in efficiency.
Therefore, The Times will ad-
vocale, during the convention of
ireeholders vho will draft a coun-

tv charter, that the county politi- _

cal spoils system be attecked with
nonpartisan  elections and  cicil
service.
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Conirols Voters Should Retain

T struck us during the recent

county freeholder election cam-
paign that an oversimplified Tfas-
cination was attached to the de-
sirability of a ‘‘short” election
ballot. .. ’
Indeed, there are too.many
elective state and city offices list
ed on the voling machines each
time an election rolls around.
Ballots can and should he short-
ened by elimination of offices
that perform only ministerial
functions as contrasted to policy-
making and administrative duties

. that require the ability of judg-
. ment not precisely dcfined by

stalute. :

Yet, we believe that the ballot-
shortening process could be car-
ried too far by those who draft

. the new county charter—so far

" that the administration of county

affairs would become so central-
_ized that officials would be irre-
sponsive to the electorate in areas

-~ where the people can and should
. ‘make decisions.

h

~

"~ LEARLY, it is axiomatic that
i county commissioners must
continue to be elected, and that
the number on the board should
be enlarged in a framework in
which that body serves largely
as a legislative and policy-setting
group. A county administrator
also should be provided, to be
elected directly by the people or
by the Board of Commissioners.
~ We doubt if the electorate,
eten for the sake of a county

home-rule charter, will be willing’

to relinquish its prerogetive of
selecting the assessor at the bal-
lot box. To make this ojfice ap-
pointive would be lo place the
potcer to establish levels of prop-
erty taxation in the hands of
officials wcho establish the spend-
ing levels. . -

The proposed county charter
submitted to the electorate in
1952, we well recall, was de-
feated largely on the issue of re-
moving the election of the asses-
sor from the people to the Board
of Commissioners. The freehold-

rs will be well advised to avoid
this boobytrap, which surely
would make their efforts fail of
ratification by the wvoters who
will make the final decision.

OREOVER, we would not
ltke to sce the offices of
auditor and shariff removad from

conclusively that the “watchdoz”

office of auditor must be strength-
ened and maintained as an in-
dependent arm of the electorate
to guard against mismanage-
ment and the threat of corrup-
tion. Under no circumstances
should the Board ol Commission-
ers be permitted to appoint its
own tethered ‘‘watchdog.”

Our reasons for favoring re-
tention of the electize office of
sheriff are these: In most Seattle
municipal elections, especially
when the office of mayor is at
issue, the Police Department and
law-enforcement generally — in.
ciuding the element of “toler-
ances” which city officials say do
not exist — often becone  the
“tail that wags the dog.”

Election-time contrcversy over
the Police Department, in which
the mayor names the chief, too

-often subordinates other and more

important municipal electon is-
sues. Moreover, we have seen
evidence often enough of a cor-
rosive influence of “pinball” and
other monies flowing into munic-

ipal election campaigns because .

in reality the mayor, City Council
and Police Department hold the
powers to establish the ‘‘toler-
ance’’ policies that wink at activi-
ties of . doubtful legality.

To make the office of sheriff
appointive, we suggest, would ex-

pose the Board of County Com- .

missioners even more than. at
present to those corrosive influ-
ences that pay the piper in the
form of election contributions
from those who benefit by the

.county’s system of tolerances.

THEoffices of county clerk and

treasurer are largely minis-
terial and could be made appoin-
tive to shorten the ballot. Clearly.
the clerk—whose duties mainly
concern custody of court records
—should be named by the Su-
perior Court, as the clerk of the
State Supreme Court is named
by that body.

The office of coroner, we be-
lieve, should be made a part of a
medical-examiner system and
taken off county election ballots.
The freeholders., we hope, will
give consideration to transfer-
ring the administratieon of the

. King County Airport to the Port

Commission as a matter of effi-
ciency and joint operation with
Sea-Tac. It is completely illogi-
cal to have rwo asenaies of gnv-
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Frecholders

Will Meet
January 3

King County freeholders
will meet January 3 in the
County Courthouse to set up
their permanent organiza-
tion, Richard R. Albrecht,
temporary chairman said
last night.

The 15 frecholders, elect-
ed in November to draft a
charter to submit to the vot-
ers for the operation of the
county, met Tuesday night
to form a temporary organi-
zation. ’ _

ALBRECHT was elected
temporary chairman; Si-
mon Wampold temporary
vice chairman, and Mrs.
Virginia Gumby, secretary.

Wampole alse was named
chairman of a rules and or-
ganization committee to
recommend what the per-
1I)n anent organization will

e.

Jack Geoffrey was named
to head a housekeeping
committee to obtain staff
and facilities for the group.
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last specific subcommittees.

night as the boand adopted

in the King for approval of the final
rules and bylaws to gobvern

clearly defined

A division
County Board of Freeholders charter draft and establish

WS
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Eberle

Robert

By a 9-3 vote, the majority and Howard E. Buthell.
McDonald and Eberle con-

ments that would weaken the tended the amendments were

authority of the chairman,

THE PROPOSED.amend-.

McDonald,

the drafting of a county ments were backed by Don

refused to accept 23 amend-

charter.
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needed to prevent a ‘‘dicta-

require a two - thirds vote torship” by the chairman,

_ courthouse.

vice

~

man;  Simon Wampold,

In other action, the boand board might want to consult.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 1968

By HERB ROBINSON
Associate Editor, The Times

The split in the King County Board of Freeholders
which came to light during last weck’s organizational
meeting raises the possibility that voters may be
asked to consider alternate provisions in a proposed
county charter. ’

During last week’s action to adopt bylaws and

rules to govern the writing of a charter, argument
developed over a plan to require a two-thirds vote of
the freeholders for approval of & final draft.

The two-thirds-vete proposal, advanced by Don

" MceDonald, Rebert Eberle and Howard E. Bothell,
was beaten by majority members, who expressed
belief that such a requirement conceivably could
produce a stalemate that would block the adoption
of any charter. . <

Elected last November, the 15 freeholders are to
draft a charter that would involve sweeping changes
in county government and then submit it for voter
approval. The present plan is to offer a charter pro-
posal in the November general election, but there is
no strict time limit. A freeholders’ commission
elected in 1950 did not complete its work until two
years later and the charter it placed on the ballot
was rejected. ‘ .

In the new freeholders’ commission, the pres-
ence of a minority group that has expressed con-
cern over “dictatorship” by the majority suggests
that unanimous agreement on a charter will be
difficult to achieve.

It is conceivable that the dissenters will write a
minority report. Although the minority could not

submit a separate charter proposal in a single pack- -

age, the State Constitution provides that alternate
articles or propositions may be presented for the
choice of the voters and may be voted on separately
without prejudice to the others.

OUTLOOX: 1t is expected that there will be
general accord among the freeholders on such mat-
ters as the enlargement of the Board of County Com-
missioners, creating the post of county administrator,
civil service for county employes and others. )

The critical issues that could result in the sub-
mission of alternate charter provisions invelve

which presently elective county offices should be
abolished or made appointive, and whether all
county offices should become nonpartisan.

Considerable argument has developed already on
the partisanship issue and there are strong feeslings

-on both sides of the question of whether such posts
-as sheriff, auditor and assessor should be fillzd by

appointment or be subject to periodic election;
The board's next meeting is scheduled at 7:30
p.m. tomorrow in Room 402 of the Courthouss,
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By JEKRY BERGSMAN

Appointment of an execu-
tive director for the King
County Board of Frecholders
is essential, most members

of the board agreed last

night. - .

A six-member committes
will begin screening appli-
cants for the job even though
the Board of King County
Commissicners not yet has
appropriated funds for it.
< Richard Albrecht, chair-
iman of the freeholders, ap-
ipcinted himself to the com-
‘mittee  along  with  Simon
*Wampold, vice chairman,
and James N. O'Coanor,
Rebert J. Block, Paul Fried-
lander anc Terry McKenna.
Albrecht” will be exofficio
chairman of the group.

THE AIM IS TO BE ready
to make the appointiment as
soon as the commissioners

Thursday, January 18, 1968

act on the freeholders’ re-
quest for up to $75,000. _

Albrecht said the com.nis-
sioners have indicated they
will act favorably on most
funding requests.

Wampold said that while
the frecholders will make the
policy decisions on drafting
a County Charter, the exccu-
tive director will do the all-
important research.

Don McDonald, one of sev-
eral freeholders opposing the
hiring of an executive direc-
tor, said the voters gave the
responsibility to the 15 free-
holders. If research is re-
quired, he said, it should be
obtained by hiring consult-
ants for specific projects.

Robert Eberle and How-
ard E. Bothell said they also
oppese hiring of an executive
director, for whom a salary
range of $16,666 to $20.000 3

s e e e B NS A
reenoicders Wans

1 » N A rn:l. AT e T8 N rl‘a -
ecutive Director

year has been proposed.

FREEHOLDERS received
an opinion by Prosecutor
Charles 0. Carroll stating
that the commissioners and
not the freeholders would
hire an attorney for the free-
holders. Carroll said that be-
cause the prosecutor’s budg-
et does not provide for such
an attorney, the commission-
ers would have to contract
with a law firm and obtain
approval of the contract
from a majority of the Supe-
rior Court judges.

The freeholders will meet
again January 31.

Albrecht is arranging a
series of orientation meet-
ings with county officials for
the interim. The board al-
ready has met with the
clerk, assessor -and election
officials. The next study ses-
sion will be Saturday, with

. the sheriff.

e
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642,200 for Work ¢
Of Charier Group

. - By JERRY BERGSMAN

* King County officials will
prowde freeholders with up
fo $42,200 for staffing and
supplles this year, The
Times learned yesterday.
 The freeholders, who will
draft a County Charter, had

sought appropriations of up ,

to $77,000.

. But Simon Wampold, vice
chairman of the freeholders,
said he feels the county has
made fair provision for .the.
group. e

“ THE NMONEY would be for

180 months. This assumes
that a charter ~ will be
presented for voter approval
in November.

——The county will provide

space for the freeholders on
the ninth floor of the Court-
house. The county will con-
tract for the services of an’

-executive director instead of
. hxrmo one full-time.

~-In addmon -commissioners
w111 give consideration to
hiring an attorney when one
is proposed. Prosecutor
Charles 0. Carroll has said
that a contract for legal
services would have to be
approved by a majority of
the Superxor Court judges.

- THE COUNTY will furnish
office equipment, supplies
and printing. Contingency
funds will be provided as re-
quested.

-Freeholders were told that

'expenditures should not ex-
ceed these amounts:
-7 $15,000 for an executive di-
rector; $5,700 for a secre-
tary, $2,500 for extra help;
$10,000 for an attorney; $1,-
500 for printing, and $7,500!
for advisory fees.

-- Freeholders plan to con-

tract for studies that would
be paid for out of contin-
gency funds.

. Originally, the freeholders
were considering spending’
$16,600 to $20,000 for an exec-
utive secretary and $20,000

-for an attorney. They had
‘asked $20,000 for contingen-

cies and $10,000 for printing,.
WAMPOLD SAID the free-

holders are continuing orien-

tation meetings. They met
yesterday with Stanley Gal-
lup, manager of Boeing
Field, and representatives of
the Seattle-Tacoma Airport.
There have been proposals
to consolidate the two air-
fields under the Port of
Seattle.
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By JERRY BERGSMAN

. The County Board of Free-
holders today recommended
to the Board of King County
Commissioners that Paul R.
Meyer, for more than three
years assistant executive di-
rector of the State Associa-
tion of County Commission-
ers, be hired as the freehold-
ers’ executive secretary.

Meyer, 31, said he would
be able to report for work
next week,

Rihard R. Albrecht,
chairman of the freeholders,
said he will recommend the
commissioners approve hir-
ing Meyer on a 10-month
contract at $1,500 a month.

THE FREEHOLDERS
hope to place a proposed
new charter on the Novem-
ber ballot,

Appointment of an execu-
tive secretary has been seen
as the first big step toward
developing a charter. The
freeholders also will seek
college students to serve as
part-time assistants without
pay.

Terry McKenna, a freehold-
er, is in charge of finding in-
terested students.

A paid legal adviser will
be hired.

A committee interviewed
nine applicants for executive
secretary.

P l.F
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PAUL R. MEYER

Meyer, a native of Elma,
Grays Harbor County, was
reared in Tacoma. He holds
a bachelor’s degree in politi-
cal science and a master’s
degree in public administra-
tion from the University of
Washington. He attended the
U.W. Law School one year.
He is a captain in the Army
Reserve and served in budg-

eting and administration for :

Army intelligence while on
active duty,

MEYER SAID, “If this
charter is successful it will
point to a whole new direc-
tion for county government
in this state. New attitudes
will develop. Out of this a
new shape of county govern-
ment will evolve.”

Albrecht said Meyer will
ties and gather information.
coordinate the group’s activi-

With an executive secre-

tary, Albrecht said, the free-
holders will be able to sched-
ule  public hearings and
meetings as well as develop
work schedules.

Meyer said he will evalu.
ate home - rule charters in
other parts of the country.

He said he will take a neu-
tral position on all questions
S0 he can point out the ad-
vantages and disadvantages
of various charters.

The policy decisions will
rest with the freeholders al-
though Meyer would assist in
the formal drafting of a
charter,

——_———
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Freeholders

Name Executive

County Freeholders. rec-
ommended yesterday that
Paul Meyer, 31, be hired as
Freeholders’ executive sec-
retary.

County Commissioners

" were asked to employ Mey-

er for 10 months at $1,500
monthly,

Meyer is assistant execu-
tive director of the State
Association o County Com-
missioners.
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(EDITOR’S L‘D’YE: Voters of
King County turned out inrecord
numbers for a special election
Tuesday to endorse tnany for-
ward-looking issues of the For-
ward Thrust package,

(if this is an indication that
the citzens of Washington's
most populous county have in-
‘deed decided that it is time to
look into the future ... andto
do something about it now, ..
then they will be interested in
another issue which plans for |
the great future of King Coun~ {
ty, the _Freeholder Charter t. .
which wx"LlE-Eﬁ'EEBTy”E ready -
for their epprovalinNovember.

(In aspproving many of the - Meyer, who was. elected unan-
Forward Thrust proposals, the imously by the freeholders last
voters still kept an eye on Wednesday. R
their pocketbooks. A majority Meyer, a former assistant
of the issues passed , , . but executive
less than half the money asked state’s county commissioner
for was approved, since the assoclation, brings vast exper-
rapid transit issue failed, a ience in thetypes andthe opera-
$385 million item in the $820 ton of types of county govern-

WAMPOLD
Bellevue Frecholder

BIMON

million package.) ments, A public administration
eve - major, Meyer will be going

Anto teaching following the com—

pletion of this $1,500 a month

By JACK Y.E AROUT position with the freecholders.
Since last September, 15 Much of the groundwork has

elected freeholders have been been laid for the new executive

secretary of the.

I’\!dvembe&'-f—Wozmpaﬂd

have met every Saturday and
one night a week with county
officlals, to orient themselves
with the present county govern-.
ment, They also met at 7:30
a.m. weekly to screen andmeet
the eight applicants for the
executive secretary job.

“We plan a serles of public

hearings throughout the county
to find out what the people think
should be inthe charter,” Wamn-
pold said. *“I have been proin-
ised that one of the first of
these important hearings will
4 be beld in Bellevue.”

Among the items in the bud-
get _allowed _by the commis-
sioners was 2 $10,000 item for
en attorney and$7,000for **out~
side experts,”” Instead of trav-
eling throughout the country to
see how other model county
governments operate, the free-
holders will have the experts
come to them in their offices
on the 7th floor of the County-
Ctty building, v

Wampold contributes alltime .
required for frecholder meet-
ings, but he does enjoy one
remuneration . . . he gets free
parking atthe county-city build- |

t
ing, . ¥

>

going through the organizational secretary,

processes of developing a new

The frecholders

governmental charter for King ,
County, :
. The deliberations have been
very time consuming . , . rules
of procidure had to be adopted,
a $45,000 budget had to be ap-
proved by the King County Com-
missioners, and an executive
secretary had to be agreedupon
. by the majority of the commit-
tee. . 3
By Wednesday of last week
this had all come to pass...
and a Bellevue man has been
playing a major role in these
tedious procedures, which will
lead to the development of a
charter which will streamline
King county government, - .
Simon Wampold, Bellevue ag~
torney, Is the Eastside’s repre-
sentative onthiscouncilef freg-”
holders. As chairman of the
rules committee he waslargely
responsible for the by-lawsun- ’
der which the freeholders now
operate, He is also vice-chair-
man of the 1S-member free—
holder committee, g
Soft spoken, (his voice re-
flects his home state . , . he
Wwas graduated from the Unj~
versity of Alabama) he reiter-
ated l.us original stand on what
be thinks should be included in
the charter, He is hopeful that
the new charter will lead to the
establishment of a county man-
ager or adminis :
lative bodv of sy 5 Jegts-
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What the board of directors of
the King County Frecholders
have done to *tool up to do the
job” was explained te a commu-
nity plarning workshop Friday
at Pacific Lutheran University.,

Richard Albrecht, chairman
of the King County Freecholdors
said his group hopcs to complete
its job of prenaring a proposed
new charter for public vole by
the end of 1958.

“Up to this point, we have
been electing officers, hiring a
secretary and sort of toolmo
up to do the job ahead,” Al-
brecht said.

The Kingz County Freeholders
were appointed last November
and held their first meeting in
Decembor.

Albrecht was the featured
speaker at the all-day PLU con-
ference held on campus. The
conference is the third of four
planned for this schocl year b\
PLU to leok into the problem
and functions of local goxem
ment in thb area,

[T s
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jtending a Pacific Lutheran Uni-

iplanning workshop were told

|told some 75 community and
‘| business leaders that he sees
‘| more cooperation in the future

' ernment to ““find the answers to
‘|the many

“{nated growth rather than a

] Q@@iJel ation |
|Stressed At
) D}ng P 7@@ %?0‘ H

By HOWARD FEPGLSOV
The resources of universities
+are ‘“‘committed to the needs of
‘the community,” Tacomans at-
versity sponsored community
Friday.

Dr. Thomas H. Langevin,
PLU’s academic vice president,

between schools and local gov-

pressing problems
that we have.”

He added:

“We here at the university
are committed to the needs of
the community.”

Langevin’s remarks opened
the one-day workshop, the third
of four such affairs planned forI
this school year by the univer-!
sity. f

Dr. Lowell W. Culver, PLU
assistant professer of political
science and chairman of the
workshop, reported on the ac-.
tions of the first two workshops,
during which elective and ap-;
pomted officials discussed vari-|
ous forms of Iocal government. | |

Culver said “we have to
watch what takes place in King
County, what happens there
will ha'.e a great effect here.
The choice is yours — we still
have time to plan for coordi-

chaotic type of growth.”

Featured speaker was Richard
R. Albrecht, chairman of the
Board of I\mo Coun13 Free-
holders.

Albrecht told of the work of
the Freeholders since they took
office late last year.

Albrecht said the Freeholders
hope 1o have their job com-
pleted before the end of 1968.
Their final proposal for a new
King County charter will then

| be put before the voters, he said.

Also speaking was State Rep
Slade Gorton, Seattle,
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For County Po_s*%"

John N. Porter, former director of the

- Puget Sound Governmental Conference,

 has been offered the $20,000-a-year job of

- King County administrator, The Post-In-
telligencer learned last night.

County Commissioner John D. Spellman
proposed Porter's name a few days ago to
his fellow conmmissioners, it was learned.
Both Commissioners John 1. O'Brien and
Ed Munro were agreeable to the choice of
Porter.

Porter. up to last night. had not notified
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By JERRY BERGSMAN
John Porter, 41, former
exccutive director of the
Puget Sound Governmental
Conference, today agreed to
become King County's first
administrator.

Commissioner John T,
O’Brien, chairman of the
Board of County Commis-
sioners, said Porter will
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- pected to do so today.

begin work by Aprit 1, or
sooner if he completes his
work with the Consulting
Services Corp. of Scattle and
St. Paul.

Porter has been director of
the firm’s governmental
services work since leaving
the conference post Iast
year. He had been with the
conference since 1962,

O’Brien said the salary
will be $24,635 a year,

O'Brien said the positions
of county pmcfvmel director
ard budget analyst will be
filled now that an adminis-
trator has been chosen.

The persoanel director and
budget analyst will serve
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under Porter, who will over-
see the activities of all coun-
ty departments headed by
appointed officials.

Porter, a native of Detroit
with bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in urban planning
from the University of Wash-
ington, has served as plan-
ning director of Chelan and
Spokane Counties.

Paorter endorsed the idea
of a merit system for county
employves and said it could
be put into effect in a few
mnnths after a personnal di-
rector is named.

‘New Deputy Director App@m;ud
For Puget Sound Conference

Einar M. Syvertsen, Sno-
homish County Planning di-
rector, has been appointed
deputy director for planning
of the Puget Sound Govern-
mental Conference.

Syvertsen, 38, succeeds
Rudolf Gast, who resigned at
the request of the conference
executive director, Robert
McABee.

Syvertsen was assistant’di-
rector of the conference
from 1960 to 1952 and has
been in the Snohomish Coun-

EINAR M. SYVERTSEN

ty post since 1966. He also is
an instructor in the Universi-

ty of Washington College of
Architecture and Urban
Planning.

He received a bachelor's
degree from Franklin (Ind.)
College in 1957 and a mas-
ter's degree in urban plan-
ning from the U. W. in 1964.
A native of Dubuque, Iowa,
Syvertsen is the father of
two children.

He will assume the
$17.000-a-year post April 1.
The appointment has been
confirmed by the conference
executive committee,
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0 County Changes

Some basic changes in the administration of
King County government are in the offing which.
theoretically at least, will improve the efficiency of

the governmental machinery.

~John Porter, former exccutive director of the
four-county Puget Sound Governmental Conference,
will become the county’s first administrator, at a
salary of $24,600 a year, by April 1. He will be
joined shortly by a new personnel director and

budget analyst.

Meanwhile, Prosecutor Charles O. Carroll has
produced an opinion that the county commissionérs
may, under state law, establish a merit system for
county employes underappointivedepartment
heads. A merit system, however, cannot be made
compulsory for depariments whose chiefs are elect-

ed, according to the prosecutor.

Indications ‘are that the commissioners will
adopt a merit system and this coupled with Porter’s
appointment and those of a personnel director and
budget analyst should free the three commissioners -
for more effective performance at the policy mak-

ing level.

| e

A lawyer who came to Seattle
four years ago from Dallas,
Texas, will be recommended to
the county Board of Freeholders

- tonight as the attorney to handle
its legal responsibilities in draft-
Ing a new county charter.

He is John Strasburger, Belle-
vue, who was the unanimous
choice of the frecholders’ attor-
ney-selection committee.

Strasburger, 30, is a member

- .of the Seattle law firm of Short,
/Cressman & Cable. His selec-

B
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A REMAINING weakness in the county system,
we believe, will be the lack of a merit program in
the county’s elective departments, where the hiring
and firing of employes have been imbued with poli-
tics. This is among the areas that should receive at-
tention from the freeholders eng
new county charter.

aged in drafting a
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Ex-Dalfas Man to Handle
, Frezholder Legal Tasks

tion, which is expected to be
approved by the full grouy
tonight, was a turndown for
Prosecutor Charles O. Carroll.
Carroll had sought to preserve ¢
degree of control over actions of
the frecholders through selec
tion of an attorney of his owr
choosing — preferably a deputy
prosecutor from his own staff or
a former deputy.

The selection also was a sur-
prise to all three county com-
missioners, each of whom had -
‘favorites waiting in the wings
they probably would have
pushed if they-had been con-
sulted. :

Despite this, it is expected all
three commissioners will concur
In Strasburger’s nomination,
which is considered likely at

‘tonight's meeting. Strasburger

has‘nqt_taken part in political
activities since moving to

. Seattle.

King County freeholders exposed some
of their thinking on writing a county char-
ter last nigiat by discussing possible ad-
vantazes of enlarging the present three-
man Board of Commissioners.

County Commissioner John  Spellman,
present as an invited guest, was used as a
sounding board.

" He said he thinks the state legislature
will come up with some form of municipal
government for counties at its next or fol-
lowing session.

BEFORE questioning Spellman, the
freeholders voted to recommend to the
commissioners the employment of John
Strassberger of the Seattle legal firm of
Short. Cressman & Cable as counsel to the
freehnlders.

The commissioners will have to get fi-
nal approval from the county's superior
court judges. after negotiating with the
law-firm.

STELLMAN, one of a series of public

officials the freeholders plan to interview,
said he likes the present system of elect-
ing commissioners from a specific district
but with all counly voters participating.
He advocated retaining this system. on the
present partisan basis, if the board is en-
larged. _

“As to the numbers game, I have no
fixed opinions.” he said. “It wouldnt do
to make it too cumbersome — initially,
certainlv no more than nine members. and
maybe less.” . ' .

The commissioners. ne said. could find
plenty to do as full-tinie legislators for the
countv.

“I do favor -also a strong county execu-
tive elected on a partisan basis. if an em-
plovee merit system goes with it,”" he
said.

He suvggested the county executive
probably should be paid $24.000 or 823.000 a
year. or somewhere in that range.

“The municipal system has presti
and recoznition by the people,” he said. .
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From The EXECUT/VE SECRETARY

We7fee1 it is time for the new Executive Secretary to say a
few words. Up to now he has been striving hard to “learn the
ropes” and prepare to take over the reins from a predecessor who
literally devoted a lifetime to local government, becoming one of
the recognized experts in the nation on the practical workings of
city and county and other local public activities. To follow him is
anything but easy or simple.

However, after much experience in moving into new situa-
tions in different places throughout the world the learning and
taking over of a new and different job was not an unfamiliar ex-
perience. The unusual part was having several months to learn
from the departing expert, rather than trying to learn and at the
same time catch up on current business because the predecessor
was long gone. The learning period was most welcome and we
tried to take full advantage of it.

To say the least we are honored and pleased to have been
selected for such an interesting and challenging job in an organi-
zation that plays such an important role for the citizens in the
area. There is certainly no lack of challenging projects and issues
to get our teeth into; the principal concern is being able to get to
them all. We will do our best.

What are some of the important things that must be done?

High on the list must be a vigorous campaign to get word about

the League and its operations to a greater number of citizens
many of whom could profit greatly from League activities and at
the same time contribute to good local government. Particularly
there are many new people in the area and many young comers
in all categories of occupation who have had little opportunity to
learn about what we are doing. The League affords an excellent

opportunity for them to become involved in any of a number of

efforts to help solve some of the critical problems of local govern-
ment. I urge each League member to look about and select good

prospects. A phone call to the League office is all that is required
to have an envelope of material about the League on its way to -

each of them.

Qf extreme and immediate importance is the need to assist .

the Mayor, the City Council and other officials in solving the
minority problems. This requires the sincere interest and special
effort of all of us. League committees already have begun work
on some of the problems. Because time is of the essence they will
move as rapidly as possible.

Also of immediate concern is the drafting of a report that can

” be used by the Freeholders in their charter drafting task. Con-

sideration of this report will be the primary business of f the Board
of Trustees at a late February meeting.

Forward Thrust proposals approved by voters will be closely
followed up by future committee action. The League intends to
do its best to scrutinize the implementing provisions as they un-
fold to insure citizens get the most for their money.

This and preceding issues of the Municipal News have
emphasized the need for continuing attention to our crime and
delinquency problems. Subcomrhittees of our Public Safety Com-
mittee have just reviewed their priorities and are moving quickly
to study these problems and make recornmendations.

One commxttee has begun to study Tax Exemptions and w111
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King County's frecholders
last night heard the three-
man county commissinn
system desciibed 25 an vo-
manageable “troika that
can't give adhesive dirce-
tion.”

Dick Trowbridze, who
was budget dircctor for for-
mer County Coramijssioner
Scott Wallace, told the free-
holders:

“My experience led me to
helieve the county govern-
ment structure is woefully
Inadequate to meet the
necds. It could plan itseif
silly but too often was un-
able fo translate plans in‘o
effective action.”

HE SAW) the Board of
County Comuiissioner's or-
ganization compared pearly
with that of the City of
Seattle and Mayor Dorm
Braman's ofiice, due to the
“difference in structure.

Trowbridge suggested a
commission with from five
to nine meombers, together
with an elected county ad-
minisirator.

The latter recommenda-
tions were similar to those
of the Seattle Municipal
Leazue, contained in a 12-

page report given the free-

hotders.

Gordon Conger, chairman
of the league commiitee on
King County government,

said the report was the re-

sult of a year’s work by
- leazue members.

The frechelders meecting
at the courthouse took the
report under study and will
hold discussions on it with
league representatives at
future meetings.

THEY WILL start draft-
ing a charter for the county

when hearings are complet-

ed.

Tne Municipal Leagu e'

recommended a larger
county ecommission and hir-
ing of 2 “strong, overail ad-
ministrator.”

The administrative and
lezislative powars and fune-

tions should te saparated,

‘he report said, :

It suggested the expanded

rommission should be large

enough to provide adequate
representation for all citi-
zens hut small enough “‘to
be workaehle, as well as not
excossively ‘exponsive.”

It also should have an odd
number of cominissioners,
fo prevent a deadlock, the
league adviscd.

The report vrged appoint-
ing, rataer than electing, a
number of county officials,
including:

Cerener — “Since (his)
functions are administra-
tive, the office should not
be elective. The medical ex-
aminer system . . . should
be investigated.”

Sheriff — Policv-making
exercised by the office
should be transfcired to an-
other official or the com-
mission. Many of the rec-
ord - keeping functions
should be transferred to a

- records department.

County Clerk — Should be
appointed by the courts.

Assessor — Administrator
should appoint, with com-
mission approval.

Audilor — Commission

should appoint; non-fiscal
functions should be done by

other adminisirative offi- -

cers.

Treasurer — Adminijstra-
tor should appoint.

ALSO RECOMMENDED

was a single county person- !

nel system, directed by the °
administrator, with merit

and retirement systems.
The league took no posi-
tion on partisan or nonpar-
tisan county elections but
said that if partisan elec-
tions continue, the person-
nel system is vital. A full-
time budget director, ap-
pointed by the administra-
tor, was advised, in order
to prepare an integrated

plan for submission to the.

commission. -
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By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE
Our County News Bureau

King County Commis-
sioner John O'Brien
‘hrew a block-buster to
che county freeholders,
now drafting a new chart-
ter, Tuesday with an-
nouncement he would
submit a county reorgan-
ization plan of his own to

Sm\c‘) k) Ju‘g \«‘\Q\’.
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O'Brien told this newspaper in
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his two fellow commis- : i
sioners for approval and an exclusive interview he did

ers not only to increase thety Engineer Jean DeSpain,
efficiency of county government O'Brien said. The plan is also
but to achicve new economines based on the consolidation of the
if possible. He said he was county’s two present road dis-
optimistic his new reorganiza- tricts. .
tion plan would meet basic The four other new superde-.
approval by his collegues on the partments O'Brien seeks to cre-
board, paving the way for its ate would be headed by a
ezrly adoption. director of property; a director

The O'Brien plan primarily of personnel; a budget analyst.
evolved around a reorganization who would supervise the coun-.
of the administrative portion of ty's IBM operations, as well as-
county government and would its accounting, payroll and
_ not alter the status of present budget responsibilities, and a

elected county officials. It would director of county services. The
create a new department of latter would include the pre-
Public Works responsible for viously autonomous depart-

; A : not intend to short-circuit the
1mmed1atc implementa work of the freeholders.
tion. Vote Test Ahead

At the same time, the com- *But we must remember their
missioners moved closer to the work — in whatever final shape
hiring of a nationally reorgan- it takes — must face the voters
ized expert in the field who will for final ratification. We have no
decide by Friday whether he assurance at this time such
will accept the new county post approval will occur,” he said.
of administrator thal was of- O'Brien emphasized it was the
fered to him yesterday. desire of all three commission-

Kent, Wash.

operaticn of the county’s sanitar- ments of building, purchasing.
News-Journal y sewers and all present engi- licensing. veterans' aid, civil

* (Cir. W. 8,681 Paid 4,519 Free) neering functions. defense, parks, and a director of
Fio & 1553 Chief Selected justice, to include the county’s

It would also include the probation-and-parole operations.
airport, which is now an inde- All of the five new bureau

—_— .Fendent dkepag}t\mlen;’, within its heads would be responsible to
*f”‘"_“ Pgn, B isas e Duresi T Snd- when fve | O'Brien Sirecsed in His an
g Fa e} VS8 D3 { approved, is present King Coun- (Continued on Page 2)
Voo . T LA et A o T b
i A
‘More About — o

1 M -
O'Brien
.(Continued from PageD) %

uncement that the proposed'
?gshuffling could be accom-
plished without disturbing the
work of the freeholders, and
hopefully. could be included, i
the final charter draft to be:
submitted to the e_lec;roate. e
holder Surprise s
E‘rlsl_'\echard Albrecht, chairman
of the board of freeho_lde;s,
taken by surprise at the O'Brign,
move, said he would be d_ehght—
ed to meet with the commissionz
ers, hopefully bifore couut:_
i mentative action. E
m“)Illeaturally, the freeholders
are concerned that we draft 23.
good a county charter as posst-
ble. 1f Commissioner O'Brien:s.
plan can improve our present.
county government, we will be:
delighted to consider its merits,
“in our deliberations,” he dew
;clared. ' P

16




e e

e
Hare 3D =
forry e} ». ¢
5 H \'ﬁ,w\rﬁ 4 E“;
/

I\mtf County fneeholdem e\po<ed some

L i of lhen thinking on writing a countv char-

ter last night by discussing possible ad-
vantages of enlarging the present three-

_man Bnald of Commissioners.

County Commissioner John Spollman
present as an invited guest, was used as a
sounding bourd.

He said he thninks the stafe Ieglslature
will come up with some form of municipal
government for counties at its next or fol-
Iowing session.

BEFORE questioning Spellman, the
frecholders vofed to recommend to the
commissioners the employment of John
Strassberger of the Seattle legal firm of
Short, Cressman & Cahle as counsel to the
frecholders.

The commissioners will have to get fi-
nal approval from the county’s superior
court judges, after negotiating with the
law firm.

The frecholders, a 15-member nonparti-
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san group, vofed unanimously to hold their
scheduled March 5 meeting on March 6 af-
ter it was pointed out that Republican pre-
circt caucuses are slated for March 5. Un-
animity sprang from Democratic mem-
bers’ trust that reciprocity would be forth-
coming should events require it.

SPELLMAN, one of a series of public
officials the freeholders plan to interview,
said he likes the present system of elect-
ing commissioners from a specific district
but with all county voters participating.
He advocated retaining this system, on the -
present partisan basis, if the board is en-
larged.

“As to the numbers game, T have no
fixed opinions,” he said. “It wouldn't do-
to make it too cumbersome ~ initially,
certainly no more than nine members, and
mavbe less.”

The commissioners, he said, could find
plenty to do as full-time legislators for the

county o e T
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VERY county should have a William
B. Kirk. And King County is for-
tunate to have him. Kirk has ]ust sug-
gested that his $12,000-a-year posmon
be abolished.
Kirk says the functlons of his office,
that of county veterans’ aid administra-

.tor, can easily by absorbed by some

other office, presamably at a sizable
savm"

The Bvar(l of King County Commis-
sioners, which wmay want to accept
Kirk’s recommendation, might be well
advised to keep Kirl on the county pay-

roll for evaluating the necessity of some

other county fmu:ltons

Anyone who, as Kirk dld, concedes
that his office expense is not justified
by the service to be rendered is worth
his weight in taxes to the public.

oot ot -
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Veierans Aid
. ks
nt, Soys Kirk

1. owest

)7
Wllham V Kirk, county

- veterans’-aid administrator,
- .said yesterday that the low-

_distributed to veterans

est amount of money ever
in
King County was given out

<. last year.

Kirk made the statement

-, before a freeholders’ meet-
. ing in which hie Yecommend-

< ed
--yeteran's aid administrator
-.be abolished. :

s

-

Dlower

that his position .of

" STATE LAW requires that

*one twentiesth of a mill to
. one and one-fifth mills be set
* aside for soldier’s

, relief.
King County assesses the
figure, which raises

* £85,000. Administrative costs

. T .
Pimtate i mle e A e L DAL P EAY A iR

of the office come from
other funds. -

- Last year, Kirk said, $38,-
682 was distributed to veter-
ans for emergency aid. That
‘was $13,643 less than the
previous year, he said,

Kirk, who took office
March 1, 1967, said the re-
duction was made despite
-the fact that more than one-
third of the total was distrib-

" uted in thé first two months

‘of last year by the previous

- administration.

Unexpended funds return

‘to the expense fund, Xirk

said. )
.. Kirk gave these reasons
for the reduction.

/
Kirk Reporis io Frecholders

AFTIGU

Growth of the economy
meant there were fewer in
need.

ENFORCEMENToof a

one-year residency require-.

ment. ““Although it is impos-
sible to state the exact per-
centage,” Kirk said, ‘it ap-
pears that better than 50 per
cent of the new contacts
aided under the previous ad-
ministration were not eligi-
ble under the residency re-

- quirement.”

Dropping of rent subsidies

toward veleran’s halls rent.’

als for some organizations,
In some cases, Kirk said,
these had been peaid improp-
erly. The soldier’s relief
fund had paid $180 a year
toward hall rental for
veteran's organizations, Kirk
said. In some cases, they
were not eligible, he said.
This was discovered late last
year,

Kirk said the '
spent on this was $6,995 last
year, a drop of $790, but he
said it will be reduced more
this year.

Shifting of the emphasis to
obtaining employment for
needy veterans. “We feel
that our responsibility is to
provide aid and it is our
feeling that the greatest aid
we can provide is to find the
veteran gainful employ-
ment.” He said work was
found for 2080 man

| Veterans’ Aide Feels He's Not Needed

] e~

By JERRY B{ZRGSI\’IAN
William V. Kirk, county
administrator,
recommended yesterday his
$12,000-a-year post be
droppead.

The suggestion was made
at a meeting of the bnard of

freeholders. er then made
public his annual report to
 John T. O'Brien, chairman

" of the Board of King County

amount

\

loct 1

year. If they had receivec
only minimum aid for provi
sions instead, $31,764 woulr
bave been d1<tr1buted he
said.

Kirk contended the admin
istrative cost of the office i:
out of proportion to the
ices performed. He said th
1968 budget was reducs:
$4,142 because of a retire
ment. The job will be eah
sorbed by the existing stafi
ke said. Kirk said th2 budge
can be cut still more nex
vear. ’

gery

-

Commissioners.

Kirk said the functions of
the office can be absorbed
by another county depart-
ment. He did not have any
immediate recommenda-
tions, but a freeholder, Don
McDonald, raised the idea of
creating a cepartment of so-
cial services.

By establishing guidelines
and enforcing state Jaws,

Kirk said, the amnunt of aid
given has been reduced. He
was highly critical of some
veterans' organizations.

Kirk said: “It is the feel-
ing of numerous veterans
and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars in  particular that
whatever we receive inthe
soldiers relief fund should be
expended.”
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Ty JERRY BERGSMAN

In six days, the County
Board of Freeholders will go
. 1o Portland to Tearn how 1t
" was done.

That is, the freeholders
“will meet with the chief ar-
chitects of a Multnomah
County home-rule charter
© epproved by a slim margin
< in 1966.

- Then the King County
’ gmup will go to Multnomah
~ County’s chief executive to

?<- how the charter is work-
- ing.
© This is not the first time
King County has traveled
the road to *“home rule”
covernment. A charter elec-
. t'on was held in 1952, It had
© taken a board of freeholders
- two years to draft a charter.
"1t teok the voters one day

PEITIerS

By DOUGLAS WILLIX -

Changes made over the
in the Seattle City
- Charter — the city’s “consti-
— bhave ‘been baro-
- eters of changing tides in
' t e political and economic
. views of the voters.

he City Charter was ap-
p:oved at the polls March
7 12, 1946, replacing a charter

of 1856 which had become
© exntirely outmoded.

“IT WAS an experience to
says Charles
~ T. Qliver, one of the 15 free-
- Tolders who framed the city
' dr_ﬂum_ent.
. “We had some most enjoy-
ahie and lively sessions, with
holds barred,”
: who retired recently
@s executive secretary of the
- City Retirement System, re-
wxlls,
Oliver remembers one of
. e litile battles he lost. He
hzd pressed for changing the
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ED MUNRO

to turn it down by a 2-to-1
margin.

The failing effort, in which
opponents lashed at the idea
of having a county adminis-
trator because he would be a
“czar,” delayed county re-
form for miore than a dec-
ade. A number of factors, in-
cluding an apparent break-
down in county administra-

of Present

controller for the city post.

“But I got outvoted and
we still have the old-time
spelling, which I think is ob-
solete,” Oliver observed.

But this was a minor item
in discuscions wihich led to
the document under which
most of the city goverament
still operates.

“We strengthened the
mayor's hands and made
other changes which have
contributed greatly to more
efficient functioning of the
city,” declares Alfred J.
Westberg, citorney and a
former frecholder.

Lawyers point out that the
term ‘““freeholder” rmeans
the holder of a frechold cs-
tate in land or other prop-
erty. At one time in Ameri-
can history, a voter had to
be a “{reeholder.”

The Charter was approved
by a vote of 60.251 to 25,065,

The freeholders had been
elected March 13, 1945, {from

among 70 who med for the

nncte

F!@@é olcers

PLeasc continue o fead
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tion, revived the attempt two
vears ago.

Now, a 13- member group
— seeking to learn from the
mistakes of the past — plans
to have a charter ready for
submission to voters in the
fall.

It is becoming apparent
that the freeholders will call
for splitting policy-making
functions from administra-
tion. Most likely they will
propose a Board of County
Commissioners  responsible
for legislative functions and
a county executive for ad-
ministration. Under the pres-
ent system the commission-
ers are deeply involved in
administration.

But, should the executive
be appointed or elected?

Ed Munro, veteran county

ALFRED WI:STBERG

BESIDES Oliver and West-
berg they were Victor Zed-
nick, long-time state leyisla-
tor and secretary of the Elks
Lodge; Charles W. Dovle,
labor official; Henry W. Cra-
mer, attorney and now a
King County Superior Court
Judge; Carroll Carter, King
County Treasurer and Demo-
cratic politician with a gift

" for colorful phrases.

Walter L. Wyckoff, build-
ing-company officer and City
Planning Commissioner; M.

0. Anderson, automobile
T MHmueard

Arulore anfn.

Want Clos

" eration.

;7

commissioner who is presi
dent of the National Associa
tion of Counties, says:

“There has to be a single
executive and I think be
ought to be elected because
Pm of the opinion that an
man who is ruling us should]
not be free from our being|
able to decide whether hel
should stay there or not.”

County government has
been traced to the shires offil
England 1,000 years ago.

That basic system — em
bracing judicial, police and
public-works  functions
was carried to the United
States with the British colo
nists. With the system cam4
the theory that county gov
ernment merely was an a
of state government. -

Despite the demands fos
new services that gave im:

Citv Charter Recall

]

B it i s

CHARLES OLIVI:R

mobile dealer who had been
a state legislator; George W
Roberge, secretary of thel
City Board of Public Works;
Howard G. Costigan, repre
sentative of liberal g roup:
during the 1930s who had
been ple~1dent of the Wash-
inzton Commonwealth Feds

Henry W. Parrott, -attor
ney; L\le F. Wilson, investd
ment banker who now is a
member of the Transit Com
mission; Fred C. Becker, in-

surance executive, and Hlldaj
ancan loader in the Cov
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A county charler giving King County

government ils first major overhaul in 100
years was aproved unanimously yesierday
by the County ¥reeholdess.
- The 46-page document streamlines the
operations of county government and cre-
ales a strong office of an elected county
executive, It also provides for a nine-
member county council to be elected on a
partisan basis.

Under the proposed charter, most pre-
sent elective offices would become appoin-
tive.

The 15 frecholders who have worked on
the charter since last January will submit
the charter fo the counly commissioners al
10:30 a.m. Monday.

Commissioners will be asked to place
the charter on the Nov. 5 general election
ballot. It requires a simple majority vote
for adoption.

KING COUNTY has never had a charter
outlining its government.

Richard R. Albrecht, Frecholder chair-
man, said:

“This is a step in evolution of better
government for King County. The charter
will give more representation to King
County voters, especially those not in in-
corporated cities.”

Frecholders took pains to make the
county exccutive's office powerful. The ex-
ecutive was given the power of veto over
“‘any ordinance or any obiect of expense of
an appropriation ordinance’ in the char-
fer.
A county administrative officer would
be appointed by the executive and serve as
his assistant.

BY DARRELL GLOVER

THYE PROSECUTOR, assessor, Judges
snd svperintendent of schools would re-
main eleclive offices.

Councilmen would be paid $18,000 per
year. The county executive’'s salary is nct
to exceed $27,000 a year.

Councilmen would be nominated and’

elected in their own districts. Under the
present system, the three commissioners
are nominated in -their districts but are
elected county-wide.

Albrecht pointed out that the legislative
functions of the council are separated from

- the functions of the executive officer in the

charter., He commented:

“There are a lot of things in county
government not getting done now because

no one has time to sit around and think .

about what should be done.”

ALTHOUGH they continued partisan
government, the Freeholders did not rule
out indpendent candidates for oifice.

An independent could still file for elec-
tion and his name would be placed on the
primary ballot.

The charter directs the council {o enact
a county redistricting ordinance every five
years and provides for penalties of loss of
pay for councilimen if they fail {e act.

Councilmen are also directed by the
charter to adopt a confllict of interest crdi-
nance for county officers or employes.

Every 10 years the charter would be re-
viewed to make necessary changes or im-
provements.

A PERSONNEL system for county em-

ployes is outlined in the charter to assure
“‘recruitment, selection and retention of
county employes on the basis of merit.”

[N
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Paul Fricdlander, Scaltle
business leader and member
of King County Board of Free-
holders, was named Friday to
head the frecholder effort to
win voter approval of the new
charter. The action came at a
wind-up meeting at which free-
holders took steps to phase in
their operation with that of a
citizens' group now forming to
inform the public about what
the charter contains and why.

The body also voted to seek
approval of the Board of King
County Commissioners to
spend the remaining $6,000 left
from their $11,500 original ap-
propriation onprinting and ad-
ministrative expenses in con-
nection with distribution of the
charter.

Before the group adjourned,
~ special resolution commend-

e .
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ed chairman Richard Albrecht,
who, in turn, told freeholders
“we're just beginning our
work.”

As I view the resolution
creating this body, it provided
for both the drafting of a new
charter as well as an obligation
on the part of fleeholdels to
explain our work to the com-
munity at large. This we in-
tend to do,”” Albrecht declared.

In a letter to the Board of
County Commissioners, Al-
brecht requested permission to
divert the remaining funds in
the freeholder budget to print
30,000 copies of the charter
which will be available to in-
terested groups and individuals
at no cost. He said a brief
summary of the salient provi-
sions of the charter plus a
chart of the proposed organi-

wasékﬁWﬁ"“@ i's

To Coin Publ! CS/&

oproval

zational structure of the new
form of county government
aizo will be made available.
Albrecht noted that ‘‘the
draft charter does not reflect
the personal view of any one
of the Freeholders. Rather™” he

said, it represents a compos- .

ite view of what the freehold-
ers as a board have concluded
is in the best interests of King
County and will provide to
King County an improved local
government. We hope that
each of the King County Com-
missioners will recognize it as
such, and welcome it as the
framework for improved coun-
ty administration and will ac-
tively support its adoption by
the voters of the county.

The charter will be formally
presented to commissioners to-
morrow at 10:30 a.m.

-~
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ers Achievement
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King County’s 15 elected freeholders
have scored a truly remarkable
achievement in reaching unanimous
agreement on terms of the proposed
county charter, to be submitted to vot-
ers in November.

There was a broad spectrum of pol-
itical and ideological philsephy repre-
sented among the freeholders and the
charter reﬂects considerable conipro-
misc. The fact that the finished product
carries no mmorlty report brightens
the document’s prosppcts of voter ap-
proval.

Freeholders’ Chairman Richard Al-
brecht has earned special praise for his
success in reconciling ithe differences
between his 14 freehoider colleagues,

NOW, IT IS up to the county's v oters
to famlhame themselves with provi-
sions of the proposed charter. Copies of
the charter are expected to be made
available to the Dubhc by the county
soon. Every voter has a reapon51b1hty
to cast an informed ballot on this issue
of tremendous importance to the strue-
ture tand quality of King County govern-
ment, .

g e

King Courty

CharleTVOl
Set Nov. 5

County Commlasmners Te-
cived a proposed King
County charter from the
Freeholders yesterday and
directed it be placed on the
ballot for a vote of the peo-
ple Nov. 5.

The commissioners alse
set Oct. 7 for a public hear
ing on a county traffic code

~ similar to the state’s.

If adopted, fines collectet
for traffic violations or
county Toads would go t
the county instead of to the
state. '

'Commissioner Joht
O'Brien will leave tomor
row for New York witl
Mayor Dorm Braman amn
attorney James Ellis, prin
cipal architect of the For
ward Thrust pr ogr am.

They will seek a favora
ble interest rate on the S
miltion first block of For
ward Thrust bonds soon tc

" be sold

13 2 2 20 40 e did
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By JERRY BERGSHMAN
The Board of County Free-
holders accomplished™ the
“impossible.” It adopted a
propesed county charter yes-
terday without dissent.
When the 15-member
board first met December 3,
it was badly split. From the
beginning, there was spocu-
lation the members not only
never would agree but that
there probably would be a
minority report on a charter.
It did not happen. During
"the course of 55 meetings
« wd some 200 hours of meet-
ing time, the split healed,
con*p'om'ses were made and
agreement was reached.
Freeholders give a large
part of the credit to their
chairman, Richard Albrecht.
They meant it when they
adopted a special resolution
yesterday praising him.

THIRTEEN of the 15 free-
holders voted ‘“aye’” on the
motion to adopt the charter.

Paul Friedlander one of
those who was absent, later
.signed the resolution. James
Curran was expected to do
so by Monday.

Friedlander was appointed
coordinator to represent the
freeholders with any citizen
group formed to support the
. harter.

RICHARD ALBRECHT

Albrecht said the freehold-
ers will not be discharged
until after the election. He
said the state constitution
requires frecholders to pre-
pare and propose a charter
and propose means to in-
form the public of its con-
tents. No additional meet-
ings are expected after to-
morrow, however.

Albrecht said he met with
John T. O'Brien. chairman
of the Board of County Com-
missioners, and se¢t up a
meeting hlonday at which
the commissioncrs will be
asked formally to put the
charter on the ballot.

Albrecht said $4,500 will be
needed to print 30,000 copies
of the charter for distribu-
tion. Of this sum $1,500 al-
ready is budgeted.

The freeholder office will
remain staffed until after the
election. This, Albrecht said,
will facilitate the printing
and distribution of the char-
ter and provide a source of
additional m‘ormatxon to
volers.

Albrecht wrote the com-
missioners:

“The draft charter does
not reflect the personal
views of any one of the free-
holders. Rather, it repre-
sents a compositc view of
what the freeholders as a
board have concluded is in
the best interests of King
County and will provide to
King County an improved lo-
cal government.

“We hopc that each of the
King County comumissioners
will recognize it as such. We
hope you will welcome it as

the framework for improved
county administration and
will actively support its
adoption by the voters of the
county.”

FIRSY THE- frecholders
adopted a resolution thank-
ing the county officials, citi-
zen groups and press for

‘their help. Then, on a motion

by Simon Wampold, Al-
brecht was given special
credit for holding the group
together to draft “a compro-
iise document in the best
tradition of the democratic
process.”

Jack Geoffroy moved for
the adoption of the charter
and was seconded by Mrs.
Lois Noith. The resolution
recommiends that the ballot
title read: “Shall the pro-
posed home-ruje charter for
iKng County providing for
separation of legislative and
executive powers and for
improved administration be
adopted?”

Albrecht urged the free-
holders to provide the “same
dedication to inform the pub-
lic of the contents as you did
in drafting the charter.” And
he urged the cooperation of
citizen groups.

Terry McKenna, who had
planned to make a final ef-
fort to reduce the number of
councilmen from nine to sev-
en, but felt it was too late to
accomplish it, said he voted
for the Charter even though
there are a number of things
in it each freeholder does not
favor as an individual.

He would have voted for
seven councilmen last week,
providing the eighth vote
needed to make the change,
but was unable to attend the
meeting.

The charter calls for elec-
tion of a chief executive,
nine county councilmen re-
presenting districts and the
assessor. All other officials
would be appointed either by
an administrative officer or
chief exeuctive with confir-

mation by the county council
in seme cases. /
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T’HE ;pi'oli’m!:d!}(in" County charter

adopted last week by the Board of
County Freeholders doss not dovetail
completely with the individual views of
any one of the 15 freeholders.

Neither—as comments in these col-
umns have made clear—is The Times
in accord with all of the provisions of
the document to be eubmltted to King
County voters November 5.

There ought to be unanimity through-
out the county, however, on one point:
The freeholders have porfouned an out-
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standing public service.
Since December 5 the board has
held 53 meetings amounting to some 200
hours of unpaid laber. In addition, the
individual freeholders have devoted un-
counted hours of study and thought to
the project. Theirs was no glamour job,
but & tedious task with little personal .
acclaim attached, « i
Whatever the fate of the proposed
charter al the polls, Board Cheirman
Richard Albrecht and the other free-
holders merit the public’s thanks jor_,'.
their selfiess efforts. ol

wn
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Annpuncement by John O'Brien, county
commissioner, that he will submit a county
rgorganization plan to his fellow commis-
sioners is most stimulating and certainly
will be welcomed by all restdents of the
countiy if O'Brien has some good new ideas.
.Perhaps O'Brien and his fellow commis-
sioners will be stimulated by the fact that
15 charter freeholders, tried and true, are
deliberating and debating the merits of a
new charter for King County. No doubt the
action of the freeholders had some effect
on O'Brien and, in essence, stimulated him
.to plan his own reorganization.

May we congratulate the commissioner
for this move and hopefully add that any
action taken by 'the county commissioners
might also stimulate the county freeholders.
A little competition in good government

, ~will not hurt anybody. i
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Lawyer For

Frechelders

Is Approved

Tentatively -

The board of King County
Commissioners  tentatively

ing of a lawyer to handle
legal work for the _freehold-
ers_who are redrafting the
County charter.

The board agreed to hire
the firm of Short, Cressman
& Cable. John Strasburger,
a member of the firm, will
handle the freeholders work.

Strasburger will be paid
$24 an hour and other mem-

" bers of the firm at lesser

rates, with total payments
pot to exceed $10,000.

Before the contract is
ergned, however, the prose-
cutor was asked to check it
and obtain the approval of
the maijority of Superior
Court judges. The law re-
quires the. judges to approve
such a contract.

7§ yesterday  authorized

—

approved yesterday the hir- .,
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A ,
Trip for Freeholder.

County commissioners
ex-

penses of $198 for the King
 County Freeholders to go to
‘ Portland next Saturday to
. study Multnomah County’s
{ new charier.

In other actions, the com-
missioners:

—Approved hiring of John
H. Strasburger as the Free-
holders’ legal counsel at $24
per hour,

—Authorized expenses of
$460 each for the prosecutor
and two deputies to attend
the conference of the Na-
tional District Attorneys
Association at New Orleans,

Wednesday.

—Continued a public
hearing on county regula-
tions for massage and sau-
na parlor operations until
April 8.

- ~Asked the prosecufor
for advice on purchase of
property between King
County Hospital and the
freeway for parking space.

. La., next Tuesday and

|

|

'Coemmissionars OK



Seattle, Wash.
Post-Intelligencer

(Cir. 198,812 Sat. Mor. 184,332

Sun. 239, 092)

T~

gy
Allen’s p.c.';.“‘

Count fy
Revamp

Offered -

John O'Brien, chairman
of the King County Board of .
Commissioners, last night.
presented frecholders with;

a plan for streamhnlnﬂi
.

county government. :
O'Brien said the opera-’
tion of the county could be .

broken down ivto five divi- |

sions and recommended

posts to head the divisions,

They are:

BUDGET Analyst, County
Administrator,  Personnel
Director. Public Works Di--
rector. and Servi~ s Direc-
tor.

O'Brien, however, said he
thinks there is a need for
full-time commissioners.

He said there should be at
least three commissioners
and not more than five.

“I DON'T think we should
have govern. ent by com-
mittee.” O'Brien said.

The commissioner said
all but two of the county of-
fices should be elective.

O'Brien said the County
Clerk should be appointed
by the Suverior Court and
that the Superintendent of
Countyv Schools should also
be appointive.

e o

Est. 1888
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Two pubhc hearmﬂs to

gather information from in-
dividuals and groups have
been scheduled by the

* County Board of Freehold-
T oers.

The first will be held at 10
a. m. Satuvday in the County
Courthouse. It will seek
suggestions on a county leg-
, including the
size, composition. of mem-
bers, how they should be sc-

lected, duties and whether
they should be partisan or

nonpariisan,
The beard is studying how
tc'separate the county’s leg-

“islative and administrative |

fuirctions.

Thé second hearing is set ’

Tor 7:30 p. m. April 2 in the
Beilevue Public Library. The
subject will be the chief ex-
ecutive, his duties and the
office’s relationship to other

'& county departments.

e

Comments on other as-
pects of a proposed home-
‘rule charter for county gov-
ernment will be encouraged,
but those appearing at the
hearings will be requested to
confine their remarks to the
subjects under discussion
and to submit written state-
ments outlining their views
on other matters.

Other public hearings are
expected to be called later/

he e

,j Cltizens will bn able tospeak
out on proposals for changes in

* King County government at two-

“community forums’’ schedul-
ed by the 1Scounty freeholders.

, The first is slatedfor 10a.m.
this coming Saturday at the King

" County Courthouse in Seattle,
The second is set for 7:30 p.m.
April 2 at the Bellevue Public
Library.

At the forums citizens willbe
able to express their views on
*‘certain elements’’ of a county

{ charter the freeholders are
working on, said Paul R. Mey-
er, executive secretary.

“The. March 16 (Saturday)

| forum will concentrate on the
.

R T S, [ ]
.

¢ ’",_2 §@rwm@’

legislative body, its size, com-
position, selection and cduties.
The April 2 forum will concen-
trate on the chief executive.”

Meyer said subjects to be !
considered at subsequent for- !
ums will be announced later. !

Meyer said, ‘‘All major func-
tions of the county have been’
studied, including personal in-
terviews with over 30 depart~
ment heads of the county.”

The freeholders wereelected
last November to draft a char-
ter for modernization of county
government, That charter wiil
be subject to a vote of ng
Couvmans.
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Couy
Should

Be

- Frecholders 1

By JERRY BERGSMAN
Times Staff Reporter

PORILAND —
<harter is a constitution thut
should deal with the struce-
ture of government and not
legislative mstters,

Orval Etter, a veleran
with the Bureau ol Munici-
pal Research in Oregon who
served as legal aide or con-
sultant to each of the Oregon
counties that drafted char-
ters, made that plea for
brevity and- simplicity in
charter drafting.

The Board of King County
Freeholders traveled here
yesterday to learn the tech-
niques of drafiing a charter
and to find out how they
work. The full-day session

was in the Multnomah Coun- :

ty Courthouse.

' MULTNOMAH COUNTY

. adopted a charter in 1966. It
provides for a strong execu- -

tive who is elected as chair-
man of the. five-member
board of commissioners. He
appoints. all department
heads with the approval of
the board.

M. James Gleason, chair-
man. was a commissioner
before and after the charter
went
his 20th year. With a few
exceptions, Gleason consid-

ers the Multnomah County’

charter 2 model. He would
have preferred more flex-
ibility in creating and fi-
nancing special districts to
provide water and sanitary
facilities.

Bud Kramer, who worked
for the Association of Ore-
gon Counties, on the staff of
the Multnomah County

3 Cha

into effect. He is in .

A county |

31 c-¢%
Ters

Simnle

old

ticn, 1 cannot sce one iota of
difference between the par-
tics on county functions.”

B

GLEASON also  opposed
creation of commissions and
boards. ““I think government
y committee is the poorest
and weakest Kind of govern-
ment we can have.”

“When various boards and
committees are appointed,
the commissioners are, in ef-
fect. trying to spread the
onus of making decisions,”
he added.

When the legislative and -

executive functions are divid-
ed, Kramer said, the com-
missioners still should be
fril-time because part-time
officials not fully aware of
day-to-day operations are
not in a position to vote on
provlems of county ooxern-
ment.

M R

Board, as an aide to Glea- :

son, and now serves as the
county’s  chief of central
services. stiates flatly: “The
charter has improv ed county
government,” .

Ken Taollenaar, for seven

vedars executive secretary of

e Assouiztion of Osszon
Counties and now with
Fureau nf (,munmmtal Re-
starely in Qreenn,

the histore of  hurtee dacal

the -

ottlined

Freehelde;

i1
S ﬁcgﬂ

By JERRY BERGSMAN
Times Staff Reporter

PORTLAND—An

terday.

elected
administration was given a strong endm\onmnt here

county

handle
Yes-

executive o

It made a lasting impression on mcmhem of the King

County Freeholders, many admitted later.
county

came here 10 learn how

“he freeholders

chatters were drafted,

adopted and now work in Oregon counties,

M. James Gleason, chief
executive and chairman - of
the Multnomah Counw
Bourd, urged that the ad-
ministrative cfficer be eiect-

o od. He sand:

“ft is possible to lind a
technically trained person
but it s not possible, as a
rule, to tind a techaically
trained person whao has his
roots in the community . . .
and I think this is absolutely
necessary.”

IN ADDITION to being
elected, the executive should
have a voice in the legisla-

" tive body, either with a vote
- or veto power to make his
aecision known hoth to the

board and the electorate,
Gleason added. _
The freeholders learned

thesa other points:

There is a trend in county
convermment  toward fewer
elect?d officials, but those
elect d are partisan.

Ch. riers should be huief,
‘sinids and allow {lexibility,

" JYREEHOLDERS should

L
A

Flmsg/ o hnuwe ’LLD

read

on O

€ide of pge -

mexe their major decisiops
heiore attempiing any chdar-
ter diafts.

The experience in Oreagn
counties shows no trend on

why a charter passes or
fulis. And it appcared tno
Mmmke  litde difference

whether a large campaign
woss mounted for or agains
a charter. or 1 thers was

“any campaign at all. Elevan

counties submitted charters
in Qregon and four were ap-
prov :d

The main thing is for free-
halders to tell their storv by
telling the public what it is

and what thay hope it will
do, the King County group
was told. S

(See Page 11 for other
details.)

L
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There aren't too many of this kind of
opportunity that come along, so you might
consider keeping Saturday morning avail-
able.

On that day - starting at 10 o’clock —
you’ll have an opportunity personally to tell
the 15 freeholders you elected last fall what
kind of a county government vou think we
ought to have. The freeholders will listen to
yourviews in the Courthouse.

The 15 freeholders have been charged
(by you who elected them) with the responsi-
bility of drafting a new King County charter.
Whatever the freeholders conie up with will
be submitted to the voters of the county for
acceptance or rejection, presumably next
fall. This is the second time around on the
charter-rewriting effort . . . the first try was
dumped unceremoniously by the voters
some 10 years ago.

It is expected the freeholders will hold
a series of public hearings to get the views
of all interested before the freehclders
begin the not-inconsiderable task of com-
mitting to paper their convictions about the
future course of county government. The
Saturday session will be the first of the
series; the second has been scheduled April
2in Bellevue.

The Saturday “community forum” is to
concentrate on the county’s legislative body.
Questions for which answers are sought in-
clude the future body’'s size, composition,
how it is to be selected and what duties will
be assigned to it.

Freeholders arranging the public ses-

.sion said comments on other aspects of the

charter will be encouraged. However, it was
pointed out that persons appearing Satur-
day will be requested to concentrate on the
matters concerning the county’s legislative
body. Those who wish to outline their views
on other county charter matters will be
asked to submit those statements in writing.

The freeholders have been meeting
semiweekly to learn about present county
government, interview more than 30 county
department heads and build a base of
knowledge from which they eventually can
project the new image of a charter that w.™*
be adequate for the 1970s.

They even found occasion for a junket
tn Portland, Ore., to see how Multnomah
County had made out inits first year undera
“home-rule” charter.

- But most of you readers won't have to
travel anywhere near as far as Portland to
get in your two-bits worth. It's not far to
Third Avenue and James Street, the fore-
noon starting hour is reasonable ... and the
freeho]ders really need-your advzce

“holders
-ble, or

‘rights,”
will propose tn voters.

ers said they
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By SRRy ‘BERGSMAN

The County Boerdof Free-
shows little enthu-
siasm {nr writing a pream-
county  “bill  of
for the charter it

The gencral attitude seems

“to be that a preamble would

have no positive effect and
only would detract from the

_charter's basic function of

estaplishing a framework of
government.

A P REAMBLE could in-

- clude a statement on human

rights,
ing. -

But .most of the freehold-
could see no
real purpose in such a state-
ment because it would have
no legal eflect.

Jack Geoffrey said a gener-
al statement would have to
include “‘thousands of things,
including open-space goals.”

including open hous-

- It would serve little purpose,

he said, ‘“‘unless we were
trving to design a catch-all
to attract votes and endorse

*motherhoed.”

A preamble could back-
fire, Lyle R. Schneider said.
The omission of any *‘right,”
he said, could be construed
as meaning the freeholders
condemred the “‘right.”

Richard Albrecht, of the
freenolders, said in discuss-
ing open housing:

“That soit of legislation
belonas in a county resalu-
tion or in a legislative proc-
ess but rat in a charter. It
would not add anything and

v

-.)'.ﬂ

N T el
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I don’t think it would be ap-

propriate.”

Simon Wampol d saw
“nathing wrong with a gener-
al statcment.”

He said, however, the free-
holders are not a legislative
but a constitutional body de-
signing a framework of gov-
ernmoent,

“Regardless of whether
you're for it (open housing)
or against it,” Wampold

~added. “‘that ic a legislative
matter and not one for the
charter.” :

HOWEVER, Robert Block

said he' felt a statement on

equal rights and opportunity

could be included.

Terry McKenna was an-

other who felt the idea of a

preamble should not be dis--

missed outright. “We should
take a goond look at this,”” he
said. “We should listen very

carefully at these public
hearings.” . ’ :
Norman Ackley said:

“Some of these things are.

awfully important.” In light
of possible federal legisla-
tion, however, Ackley did
not see much need to write a
human-rights position into
the charter.

James P. Curran said: *I
don’t really think a pream-

ble would do any good. It °

has no legal effect, It is not
somethmo that can be used

as a tool. o
State and federal constitu-
tions already cover areas -

that a preamble would touch
upon, Virginia Gunby said

-~ .
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Notes and Comment
By VIRGENLY. BERNSIDE

Freeholders Eye Btyfnpia?
. Updating the Commissionors’ Race

Briefly Noted

If Kenneth Rogstad, King County Republican chair-—

man, has it right, four Valley-area freeholders may make
a try for the upcoming legislative seats in their
respective districts next fall. T

These include Howard Bothell, Auburn car dealer,
and Terry McKemnna, Kent airline pildi, who are
considering running for House seats in the 47th
Legislative District, and Bob Eberle, a former legislator,
who is considering either a try at the 41st Legislative
District House race, or, possibly, challenging Brock
Adams, Seventh District Democratic congressman.

Rogstad, despite his focus on the running battle he's
had over the where, when, and who of Republican
precinct caucuses, has been spending a considerable
amount of time attempting to fill the Republican
legislative ticket.

Besides  freeholders interested in House seats,
Rogstad reports several others eyeing the race in the
Valley's three legislative districts. These include Art
Krauser, former Republican area chairman, and Jim
Atterbury, Boeing engineer, both of whom are consider-
ing the House race in the 30th District. In the 41st, George
Clarke and Brian J. Lewis, Republican Incumbents, are
considering a try at the new senatorial seat due to be
filled next fall. So far, Rogstad says, no other Republican
except Eberle is on the horizon in the House. -

Three other candidates besides Bothell and McKenna' »

are reported to be considering the House ace in the 47th
District. These include James Topham, who ran pre-
viously; Hal Edgar, and Auburn insurance man, and Art
Thompson, a Boeing engineer. .

Dermocrats seem to be slower in lining up potential
candidates. According to Jeanette Willlams, County
chairman, only one Democratic possibility has emerged
in the 30th: Georgette Vally, a former Legislator, and,

" possibly Alva Long, Auburn Attorney. No Democrats
have surfaced to challenge Republican control in the 41st
or incumbent Democratic control in the 47th to date, she
says....

The eagerness of a great many persons to file for
freeholder — an unsalaried post with lots of work
attached — could be explained, Ed Munro, Second
District commissioner, wryly observed last week, as
their interest in greater, political horizons. Makes sense
since legislative seats are a traditional first step in
political careers.

UPDATING THE COMMISSIONERS' RACE....
With Dave Mooney's’ fund-raising dinner due next

weekend, the former Kent Mayor's campaign to wrest -

the Democatic nomination from Munro is off and
running. So far, Mooney seems to be the only opposition
to appear on either ticket. Rogstad is talking to possible
challengers, but to date no Republican, apparently aware
of Munro's smashingly successful double shifted dinner
iast month in Seattiv, seems tov eager v Make the race.
In the Central District, Rogstad still is optimistic,
John O'Brien, board chairman, will run again, but
insiders to think the affable Commissioners has his eye
on other things —among them, a possible connection with
big-league sports. That is, after the new stadium is
officially in the works and the big leagues have exercised
their options. O'Brien is well liked among his Courthouse

colleagues ana woutd be a cinch to hold his seat if he -

decides he wants it after all.

‘Whether O’Brien is in the race or not, Democrats are
eyeing possible candidates for their sides of the ticket,
including, Charles (Streetcar) Carroll, a city councilman,
who polled a staggering victory in Seattle’s municipal
elections; M. J. R. (Mel) Williams, county treasurer, who
has established a reputation for deft handling of his
county job; and James Dore, Seattle district judge. Dore
has been mentioned as a Demo possibility for other spots
in the past...whether he would make a try this time would
probably depend on the opposition and available
financing. Look for a possible surprise entry in the person
of an aide on the Seattle municipal scene. I'ts under
wraps now...but Seattle’s Mayor Dorm Braman's decision

on another term (cl it" i
Jnanother t¢ OTE‘DT.T.‘CES are it's yes) will he a factor.

Robert Kull, Demo State Chairman, back tomorrow
after spending last week in Washington, D.C.. conferring

Ut mavoa s
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The Way They Are: O'Bricn

John O'Brien, chairman of the
Board of King County Commis-
sioners, joined the parade of
county officials appearing be-
fore the freeholders last weck to
discuss what they should do
about his job. The group is
engaged in writing a new county
charter. .
_XIf he has his way (and his
words were well-heeded
Wedeesday night) he'd leave
things in the County Commis-
sioners' office pretty much as
they are.

In the process, he predicted it
might be necessary to adopt a
“Metro™ approach to the prob-
lems of solving surface drainage
— now plaguing many portions
of the Valley floor.

Lamenting the failure of the
Forward Thrust proposal to pro-
vide funds for storm drainage,
O'Brien said the county has
insufficient funds to handle the
job that needs to be done.. .even
with available funds from other

. governmental levels.

It may not be another Metro

“as we now know it, but 1 believe

we should explore the same type
of basic regional approach to
solving this urgent problem,”
O'Brien stated.

As for the job he’s held for the
past eight years, he has some
pretty specific ideas as to how
the freeholders should tackle it.

He believes no less than three
cormmissioners (at present) and
not more than five would be
sufficient to handle the connty’s
business. . .that $hey should be
full-time officiais elected coun-
ty-wide and they should be
elected on a partisan basis.

In fact, the former big league
sports champ said, he is of the
opinion all county offices except
the clerk and superintendent of
schools could and should be
elected, including the cornoner.

“There's always an element of
politics in government. . .and
making the elections non-parti-
san won't remove it,” O'Brien,
notably apolitical, stated. He did
observe however, that he was of
the belief there was not as much
of the spoils system in King
County politics as most people
imagined, stating that he, a

. Republican, had on many occa-

sions made long-service awards
to county employees surviving
_at the Court House because of
.merit, not politics.

O'Brien said many of the
administrative problems now
concerning the three commis-

sioners would be eliminated by

—_—

the arrival of John Porter, the
county’s newly-appointed ad-
ministrator reporting for work
April 1. Porter is likely to help
O'Brien put into effect the lat-
ter's administrative reorganiza-
tion plan announced several
weeks ago. .

Surprisingly, in view of the
fact they are concerning them-
selves with the problem of how
best to streamline the county’s
administrative functions. free-
holders had little to say about
the O'Brien plan other than to
question him closely concerning
his feclings of a larger board of
commissioners with purely leg-
islative functions. At present,
the Board serves in executive,
legislative, and quasi-judicial
functions.

1 feel a larger board could
result in individual commission-
ers protecting the interests of &
particular segment of the coun-
ty,” he stressed. *As the boarc
is presently constituted. I think
all three commissioners wor}
for the best interests of all the
county despite the fact they are
elected in the primaries fromr
one specific district.”

O'Brien said if he had his
choice he would delegate some
of the commissioners’ present
duties — including bid openings.
and rezoning appeals. As for the
length of commissioners’ terms.
he believed the present four
year term was reasonable.

* Actually, that's not as long
as it seerns. When you're sittin;
there, it seems to come ever)
two days,” he quipped.

O'Brien noted there were a
least 30 persons employed b:
King County who receive mor-
than the $15.000.

P
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Ex-Dallas Man to Handle

Freeholder Legal Tasks

A lawyer who came to Seattle
four years ago from Dallas,
Texas, will be recommended to
the county Board of Frecholders
. tonight as the attorney to handle
:its legal responsibilities in draft-
, ing a new county charter.

He is John Strasburger, Belle-
.vue, who was the unanimous
, choice of the freeholders’ attor-
, hey-selection committee.

Strashurger, 30, is a member
- of the Seattle law firm of Short,
»Cressman & Cable. His selec-
. tion, which is expected to be
1approved by the full group
- tonight, was a turndown for
1 Prosecutor Charles O. Carroll.
? Carroll had sought to preserve a

degree of control over actions of

Seattle, Wash.

Shopping News
(Cir, 2xW. 151,000)
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the freeholders through selec-
tion of an attorney of his own
choosing — preferably a deputy
prosecutor from his own staff or
a former deputy.

The selection also was a sur- °

prise to all three county com-
missioners, each of whom had
favorites waiting in the wings
they probably would have
pushed if they had been con-
sulted.

Despite this, it is expected all
three commissioners will concur
in Strasburger’s nomination,
which is considered likely at
tonight’s meefing. Strasburger
has not taken part in political

'

activities since moving to

Seattle. . -
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Community Forvms
Sei By Fresholdsrs

The 15 King County freehol -
ders have been meeting twice
weekly to learn more about
county government,

All major functions of the

_ city have been studied, includ -

ing personal interviews with
over 30 department heads of
the county.

Building abase of knowledge
about the existirg operationof
county government is as im-
portant as knowing what new
form of government will work
best. Included in the process
of building a better system

" will be a visit to Multnomah

>
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The 15 King/ (,/ounty freeholders have
been meeting twice weekly to Iéarn more
about county government.

All major functions of the county have
been studied, .including personal
interviews with over 30 department heads
of the county.

Building a ba. 2 of knowledge about the
existing; operaticn of county government is
as Irnj :~tunt as anowing what new form of
governiuent will work best. Included in
the process of building a better system will
be a visit to Multnomah County. Oregon,

-to study how Oregon's largest
metropolitan center has fared with a year
of home rule under its governmental belt,

The freeholders, at their last business
meeting on February 28th, adopted a
future work schedule which includes two
community forums — the first to be held

on March 16th at the King County
Courthouse, and the second on A»nril 2nd
at Bellevue's Public Library. =~

At the community ro=Ts, itizens of
King County will be able.t0 express their
views to the freeholders about certain
elements of the charter. The March 16th™
forum will concentrate on the legislative
body, it’s size, composition, selection and
duties.

Comments on other aspects of the -

charter will be encouraged, but persons
appearing at the forum will be requested -
to concentrate on the legislative body and
to submit written statements outlining
their views on other matters. :
The April 2nd forum will concentrate on
the chief executive. Subjects to be
considered at subsequent meetings will be

announced later.
. -

-

County, Oregon, this coming
Saturday, to study how Ore-
gon’s largest metropolitan
center has fared with a year
of home rule under its gov-
ernmental belt,

The freeholders, at their
last business meeting on Feb-
ruary 28th, adopted a future
work schedule which includes
two community forums -- the

- first to be held on March 16th

at the King County courthouse,
and the second on April 2nd at

“Bellevue’s public library.

At the community forums,
citizens of King County will
be able to express theirviews
to the freeholders about cer-
tain elements of the charter
The March 16th forum will
concentrate on the legislative
body, it’s size, composition,
selection and duties.

Comments on other aspects
of the charter will be encour-
aged, but persons appearingat
the forum will be requested
to concentrate on the legisla-
tive body and to submit written
statements outlining their
views on other matters.

The April 2nd forum will
concentrate On the chief exe-

cutive. ) .
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FREEHOLDERS LISTENED INTENTLY AS MRS. LUDWIG LOBE, RIGH
Terry McKenna, Jim O'Conner, Lyle Schneider, Bob Block, Jim {:urren. Yirginia Gunby.AD
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© AS MRS. LUDWIG LOBE, RIGHT, OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS TOLD OF HER GROUP'S RECOMMENDATIONS

Slock, Jim Curren,

Virginia Gunby, Den McDonald, Chairman Dick Albrecht, Jac k Geoffroy, Lois North, Simon Wampold, Howard Bothel, Norman Ackley.,

Seattle, Wash.
. District Herold
{Cir. W. 25,105)

MAR 1 3 1958
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e Ereeholder;ﬁan Ferums

* he 1% King Copnty freeholdery
have been meeling twice weekly to
jewrn  more  about  county
_government.

All may ¢ functions of the county

————

-

have been studied. including
personal interviews with over 30
department heads of the county.
The Freeholders. at their last
business meeling on Feb. 28,
adantad o futuep \\'()rk schedule

which iflcudes tiwo comMURILY
forums — the first to be held on

March 16th at the King County

Courthouse, and the second on
april 2nd at Bellevues public
library. . -

ep s et et cmanh o o RS

%
H
3

Merger Urged on Frecholders

Ed Munro
For Unity

County Commissioner Ed
Munro yesterday urge
freeholders to consolidate
city and county government
in King County. )

Munro spoke prior to the
freeholders’ first in a series
of public forums designed
to give groups and individue
als the chance to air their
views on a new county
charter.

“There should be but one
governing body in King
County,”” Munro said. .

“You should be bold in
vour approach. Consclida-
tion is coming, whether® you
people do it or not.” . ’

ASKED IF the frechold-
ers had the power to consol=
idate government as he sug-
gested. Munro replied:’

“You can get remedial
legislation from the state
legislature if necessary.” .

Munro suggested a legis-
lative body of at least nine
members, drawing a salary
of a minimum of $1,000 per
month, and an elected exec-
utive officer -with a salary
of at least $20.000 per year.

“These salary figures are
absolute minimums,” he
said. “I"d like to see them a
ot higher.”

The commissioner proe
posed 2lso that the officials
be partisan, full-time,.serve
four-vear staggered terms
and be nominated by their
districts and elected by the
county as & whale,

i

TO SOLVE the prohlem of

elimination of jobs now
held by elected county and

© city officials, Munre sug-

gested those officials be ap-
pointed to the legislative

. body until their terms of of-
fice expire. :

“This is a concession ¥

. political reality,” he said.

d

At the open forum, speak-
ers representing major or-
ganizations—and a few who
spoke only for themselves
—recommended expanding

. the legislative body. The
. general feeling was that a

© tion,

threeoman beard of come
missioners could not ade-
quately serve the county.

Nine memtbers "was tha
figure most agrecd upon,
but that ranged upward
from 11 to one proposal for
32 or 50.

ORGANIZATIONS heard
from included the League of
Women Voters, the Munici-
pal League. Shoreline Com-
munity Development Coune
cil, Vashon Civie Associa-
Associated Clubs of
the Narth End an{ the Fed-
eral Way Community Coune
cil.
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By JERRY BERGSMAN
Election of county com-
missioners by districts ves-
terday got its strongest
hoost so far in the develop-

ment of a county charter.
Lack of represcntation in
county government was the
chief complaint from many
of those who spoke at a
public hearing before the
Board of Freeholders. Nomi-

)

II‘.
Crion

missioners by districts was
seen as the answer.

Commissioners now are
nominated by district but
elected in county-wide ballot-
ing.

SEVERAL freeholders
support the district — repre-
sentation plan. Don Me-
Donald and Norman Ackley
both are giving considera-
tion tc provisions that wuld
place commmssioners in the
same boundaries as state
legislators.

This hearing, on the func-

- tion and form of a county
legislative body, was the
first of several the freehold-
ers plan,

Richard Albrecht, chair-
man, said the second will be
held on a county administra-
tor at 7:30 p. m. April 2 in
the Bellevue public library.
Ohers will be scheduled on
county-elected officials, fi-
nance and budget proce-
dures, a personnel system,
and initiative, referendum
and recall procedures.

Community clubs yester.
day were concerned mainly
with lack of representation ,

. in county government. .

Jim Haase, of the Federal
Way Community Club, con-

~tended ‘“the fact we are |
seeking incorporation as a
city makes it obvious we feel
more representation is need- |
ed.”

Mrs. Miner Baker of the
Community Development
Club _of Shoreline, Robert
Van Devanter of the Vashon
Civic Assembly, and Glenn

. Battson of the Associated
Clubs of the North End,
were in agreement. :

Art Brown, a systems ana- .

lyst at the Boeing Co., and a
member of the Municipal °
"League and Community De-
velopment Club of Shoreline;
Frank Matz, a civil engineer
and Municipal League mem-
ber; and Dr. Brantley Holt,
Jr., a member of the Munici-
pal  League, strongly en-
dorsed a districting plan.

THE Municipal League
had supported nomination by *
districts  and  county-wide !
elctions.

Brown contended district
elections would promote res-
ponsiv_en.ess by making the
commissioner more accessi-
ble to the people he repre-
sents, increase the probabili-
te of representation for unin-
corporated areac and

by Disty
|
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MRS. LUDWIG LOBE

public watchdog was the
answer, but now “believes
what really is needed is
more representation.”” Dr.
Holt supported formation of
a legislative body of 50
members, contending
*“‘squabbles are an important
part of government.”
PARTISANSHIP also was
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at issue. Mr.s Ludwig Lobe
of the League of Women Vot-
‘ers called for non-partisan
government. Battson, Brown
and Matz supported partisan
politics.

But George Mack and Gor-
don Conger of the Municipal
League saw another alterna-
tive: They suggested parti-

e

MRS. MINER BAKER

san elections with a provi-
sion to allow a candidate to
run as a non-partisan, At the
request of the freeholders,
they agreed a Municipal
League county-government
committee would study the
plan further to determine
how it could be put into ef-

fect.
/"‘_
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Sheriff Jack Pcrter today
strongly urged that his posi-
tion continue to be elective.

Porter  suggested, how-
- ever, that a county manager
could be given authority to
direct the fiscal and record-
keeping functions of the
Sheriff’s Departiment.

“In this manner, Porter

said in a statement for the
County Board of Freehold-
ers, “we would have an ex-
pert in business matters di-
recting the normal business
functions of the department
and an expert in police ad-
ministration dirccticg  the
many tunctions of Lm en-
forcement.”
. By controlling budget plan-
ning, office equipment, pur-
chasing, computer work and
vehicle-equipment  manage-
ment, the county manager
“could coordinate these ac-
tivities with those of other
county departments and thus
assure an economical and ef-
fective county-wide opera-’
tion,” Porter said.

The elective sheriff, he
said, would make policy de-

cisions affecting law enforce- -

ment.

A survey by the National
Municipal League of 41 coun-
ties with appointed county
managers shows that 40 of
them have elected sheriffs.
The exception is Multnomah
County in Oregon, which the
freeholders will visit Satur-
day.

Porter quoted Peter J. Pit-
chess, elected sheriff of Los

-Angeles Ceunty, as saying:
“There is no officer in coun-
ty government who has a
greater responsibility er who
more directly tcuches the
lives, rights and liberties of
individual citizens than the
sheriff.”

Porter said policy deci-
sions touch on such things as
tho methed of handling juve-
niles. use of time, assign-
ment and demeanor of depu-
ties and prisoner-rehabilita-
tion programs.

If admmlmatlon for

the i

Sherif{’s Department were to
be placed in the hands of a
business administrator, “the
final authority for all deci-
sions would rest in the hands
of a man who is not elccied
by the people and responsive
to their wishes and, more
impotrtantly, a man wlo
would be totally without any
experleﬂce, training or edu-

cation in
administration,”
Porter satd a sherili needs

lav.-enforcement -
he said.

to have experience in law
enforcement and police ad-
ministration and a close con-
tact with the community and
its leaders “to insure that
community needs are reflect-
ed in the dicision-making
process.”

Munro 5‘“‘5’
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By JERRY BERGSMAN

County Commissioner Ed
Munro suggested today that
any elected official whose
job is abolished by a Charter
should be made a commis-

sioner on an expanded
board.
The novel proposal was

made to the Board of Free-
holders, which is drafting a
Charter. He =aid this should
happen if there is an elected
executive and Council.

“If you make them (other
elected eflicials) appointed,”
Mun;o said, “let the incum-
bents be members of the
Council on the first round.”
This would run until the end
of their present terms, in
1971,

Munro, president of the
National Association of Coun-
ty Officials, was quick to
point out that this provision

would not affect him. His
tern expires this year.
“I DON'T THINK vyou

hare any more right to abol-
ish- their jobs than they have
to abolish yours,” DMunro
said. He also noted that the
elected officials’ experience
is needed and that all re-
ceived high ratings from the
Municipal League.

To pass a Charter, some
concessions must be made to
“political reality,” Munro
added. “I don't think this is
‘much of a concession,” he
said.

Munre's main point was
that the frecholders should
be bhold in their approach
and conssglidate government,
He feels only one .govern-
ment shauld enarate in Kino

Caﬂn v 5@

federal governments as an
equal partner.”

THERE ARE legal ques-
tions about this approach, he
conceded, but said action
can be taken by the 1868
Legislature to solve that.

Except in improvement of
the chain of command, etfi-
ciency will not be increased
merely by shufiling offices
around, he said. Consolida-
tion of government is re-
quired.

] ! 4
i *f‘\ SEEAY N
GROICITFs

“It's coming,"” he contend-
ed. “If not by vou, then by
the next (zroup of
freeholders).”

Munro called for an
elected executive, full-time,
partisan commissioner with
four-year terms and a legis-
lative body expanded to at
least aine members. He seid
partisan elections tend to
move elections away from
popularity contests and re-
duce the power of the bu-
reaucracy.

poo3-r6-68
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By JER \’78E GSMAN
Appointment of all county
officials except the commis-
sioners and possibly the
county administrator was
recommended today by the
Municipal League.
The league, in a report to
be submitted to the County
. Board of Freehalders™ to-
NightTIRETe fo recommenda-
tion on whether the offices
should be partisan. The free-
holders are draiting a char-
ter to change the structure
of county government.

THE LEAGUE called for

. separation of the legislative

tions, expansion of the

Board of County Commis-

sioners ato at least seven

members, creation of a per-

sonnel svstem under the

county administrator and an

b ombudsman to be a watch-
dogz for the public.

The recommendation on
election of county officials
applied to existing positions.
No recommmcendation  was
made on the position of coun-
ty administrator. John Por-
ter has been appoinied to
that new post and will take
office March 25.

The report calls for provi-
sions for recall of elected of-
ficials and for the initiative
aund referendum processes.

The report follows a year-
long study under Gordon
Conger, chairman of the
league’s Couniy Government
Committee. It is aimed at
providing information with-
out trying to de the freehold-
ers’ job for them, a league
spokesman said.

Parts of the reporl are so
interrelaicd, the spoxesman
said, that any change in one
provision would reguire a re-
view of {he others.

THE LEAGUEsaid that

with independently clected
-~ 7: . officials, each acting sep-
[ —

winicipal League

league said. The assecssor
should be appointed by the
administrator with approval
of the legislative body, it
said. The league called for
study of a medical-examiner
syste mto replace the coro-
ner.

arately and establishing his
own methods of administra- ,
tion, “‘an over-all goal is dif-
ficult to establish. Coordinat-
ed effort or planning also is
difficult to achieve.”

*King County is not likely
to escape from new and larg-
er demands for services for
programs. With its present
structure, King County/ is
poorly equipped to antici- ter of judgment, but that the
pate, plan for and perform assessor is not involved in

THE LEAGUE conternded
assessed valuation is a mat-

The sheriff’s policy

Recommends App

making policy. It called for
splitting the auditor’s func-
tions into norfisacl jobs, to
be done by the officers re-
spensible 10 the adminisira-
tor; pre audit functions of
checking expenditures beiore
they are made by the de-
partments involved, and
post-audit functions by an
auditor appointed by the Jeg-
islative body.

e am

ak-

ing responsibility involving
the level of law enforcement
stould be transferred to an
etected county executive or
the legislative body, the
lengue s

Commissioncrs should be
full-time, nominated by dis-
trict and ciected at large as
thoy are now, according to
the league.

the tasks and functions nec- }* ===
essary in the years ahead.” |

The league said the admin- .
istrator should have veto
power over legislation. He
would bz the central authori-
ty responsible for adminis-

tration. m 5 & £T 9 4
. worw 5 E D EC S5
TH EEXECUTIVE, the re- = O EZ 5y, SE
port said, would coordinate f{j £ 5 E "’E ==
all county services, develop ; e T ECSSE S
cooperation between depart- u =T, EE <&
ments and with other agen- ; Sosso Zcg N
cies, eliminate administra- E:f“"‘ ¢E, *E TEE
tive duplication and recom- s ' 22 o= =B 81
mend policies, programs, '&’L_f! K = = T § €&
priorities and objectives. ¥ 9% gz SET:
The league cutlined alter- | . 5 EEE LB £27 ¢ @
nate counly-manager plans § =4 ST &E £ &5,
in which the administrator is | , :
appointed by and responsible . g2 T CEoges
to the legislative body and in : Dt N E 2 EoUSas:
which the executive is elect- } 5 e == gS z ER
ed. However, the le:\gue‘ = gz w e T ETE
made ro choice is made be- g"' g2 2 £3<E
tween the two. ; n’_f_" o E = g - £E
While the prosccutor's of- ! nzs =g agigg &
fice is consiitutional and ' =& . QAEEEE s 2¢g
cannot be changed by char- @ P e T 15
ter, the league recom- 3 = 2 O ezgoesg £
mended administrative and . et-_ef SERE =2 E8Spaet
legislative bodies be author- . ® SE8 TLEpzEsZ
jzed to employ their own g =
legal advisers. The prosecu- . TARLT Ly -
tir now provides legal serv- s §g= S EEE¢Q gz
ice for all county depart- Qf} Zef=p £E5 Z 3
ments. . g} » :’3‘ Fe8=2 g4
The league called for ap- * GEEE €3 2 <
pointment of the corener, T eZg Bz F =
sheriff, clerk, assessor and g%z ‘;E S E
treasurer. 5 AN R @=
The clerk should be ap- 4§ TE2T 5=8 gog
pointed by the courts, the i “ET - E-E g E
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head and a budget that de-
tails programs Tather than
number of employes were
listed last evoning as needs
for county gover nment.

Richard Trowbridge, who
was budget director for for-
mer County Commissioner
Scott Wallace and before
that a Courthouse reporter
for The Tim:s, made these
suggestions to the Board of
Freeholders.

Commissioner Ed Mun:o
will speak to the frecholders
at 9 a.m. Suturday before a
public hearinz on a county
legislative bocy. The hearing
will be in Room 402 of the
Courthouse. Henry  Sidel,
also a former budget direc-
tor for Wallace and now an

aide to United States Repra- °

sentative Brock Adams, is

scheduled to speak next -

month.

1‘1'8\.111 iders are holding
healTngs and orientation ses-
sions in preparation for
dra’ting a county charter.

Trowbridga, who now has
an administrative position at
the University of Washing-
ton, said the county’s struc-
ture is the "recot of many
problems. The county cannot
translate plans into eilective
action because the *‘present
structure does not provide
ade qmte management,”” he
saidq.

“The fact so much does
get done is a tribute to the
dedication of the county em-
ployes,” he said in calling
for a single administrator.

Unler the existing plan
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commissioners are involved backed from a positicn of
both in making laws and ad- endorsing nonpartisan pofi-
ministering them. tics on the local level.

Trowbridge urged per- Conger said: It is fair to
formance de“ct» that pin-  say theve was no Unanimity
point plans, Iong-range budg-  on whether partisan or non-
ets, full-time comnissivners parlisan govermnent soerved
and election of the execu~ the interests of lseal gov-
tive, ernment in the best way, We

There was a sharp ex- considered the Valuc of
change between Don Me-  both.” .
Donald, a frecholder, and It was felt, he sald that
Gordon Conger, chairman of partisan politics in local gov-
the Municipal League’s Coun- emment is important by pro- |
ty Government Committee. viding groups that - take - .

The league submitted rec- stands on issues and assist{ -
on.mendations on county re- in the orcderly solution of
organization but did not take problems. But, he added, “it
a stand on whether the elec- was felt that hlstoncallv in -
tive offices should be parti- . King County political parties
san. MicDonald demanded to Lave - not played an active,’
know why the league had role in this process.” /

Bellevue, Wash,
American
(Cir. W. 12,641)

MAR 7 1968
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Ff‘%@h@éd@i Forum April 2

5 Fr‘;\(:;;d ;l;: rInst,ng County tain elements of the new char_ ings, and will be asked to sub-
: they adoptedafuiur i w.orksche zsr rthey ha\:;e been charged mit written statements outlining
. - s 3 T i a
dule  which  mehd ey m;;’ei.eptto voters inNov- ’thel_r views on other matters.
community forums, The Bellevue forum will
One of them will be held concentrate on the chief execu—
April 2 in the Bellevue Public tive who will administrate the
Library, new county government under
At these community forums the charter. '
King County citizens will be An earlier meeting on March
.able to express their views 16 will be held in the King
(.:2 the Freeholders about cerw County Courthouse. Thisforum
e will be concerned with the leg- o3
islative body of county govern-
ment, its -size, composition,
selection and duties. . .
Comments on other aspects i )
of the charter will be en- - A
couraged, but persons appear-
- ing at the forum will be re-
quested to concentrate on the
-onnaunced subiacts nfthe meat §

-
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| VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

" County Administrator--Elect or Appoini?

This letter refers to your May 6, 1963, editorial,
“Freeholders’ Dilemma,” wherein you recommended
that the proposed King County Administrator be elected
with certain stipulations. These were minimum educa-
tion and experience levels. You, also, suggest that resi-
dency requirements be liberal so that people throughout
the country could be candidates.

As an interested observer from a distance I cannot
help but feel your recommendations. although well
meant, are unworkable. How many educated, experi-
enced people would leave a job in Seattle, let alone Kan-
sas City, San Diego or Cincinnati, to run for election in
Seattle?

Dave Rowlands, City Manager of Tacoma, has been
suggested for the position. Do you think he would quit
his job to go to Seattle to campaign for the position?
He would have no organization or campaign funds to
help him. If he didn't quit his present job, he certainly
would be fired. ) x

WOULDN'T IT BE much better to have an appoint-
ed, qualified administrator, not with minimum quali-
fications, but with the best qualifications that could be
obtained? I assume jf he didn't work out, he could be
fired at any regular meeting just like any city manager.

You state that there should be a separation between
the legislative and administrative functions. Any ap-
pointed administrator feels a strong obligation to go

along with the body that appoints him, but a professional
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administrator, who plans to make this his life_,’s work,
feels a higher trust to truth, honesty, the public’s good
and himself and would rather be fired than to betray
that trust. .

There are many appointed county administrators,
particularly on he East coast and in California, who
have shown this to be the best form of county govern-
ment. The appointed administrator works well in cities,
port authorities, hospitals, public utility dxstylcts, sch(_)ol
districts, and in water and sewer districts. Why not with

counties?
DONALD D. HERRMAN, CITY MANAGER,
.
; City of Port Angeles
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Allen's p.c.s.

(2/ '/ /

HE Municipal League gave unsound

advice to the King County freehold-
ers last weck when it Tecommerided thie
appointment of all county officers ex-
cept commissioners and perhaps the
county admninistrator.

It would be unsound for the proposed
county charter to permit the Board of
Commiissioners to appoint the auditor
who would check the commissioners’
con'duct of county business. The audi-
tor's office must maintain its independ-
ence and be responsible only to the
electorate.

The office of assessor also must be
Seattle, Wash. V
Post-Intelligencer

(Cir. 198,812 Sat. Mor. 184,332
Sun. 239,092)

MAR 17 1968

NAllen’s p.c.e.  Est. 1888

~ County
Acts On

‘Frecholders Meeting Officicls
From Other American Countries

By Our County News Bureau
The County. Board of Free- Valley cities. The first was held!

!-“ P —r, & :
Ungoud County-Covernment DNon

i

maintained as an independent, elective
brancl: of ecounty governmen! to keep
the powers of setting levels of property
taxation separale from the expenditure
powers of the commissioners. Other-
teise. properly taxes would take off like
a rocker, ’

~ The Municipal League’s recommen-
dations for appointive office may look

good in theory. But they surely would:

be proved faulty in practice. If the free-
holders should follow the League’s ad-
vice, their proposed charter doubtless
would be defeated at the polls—as it

should be.
~

Renton, Wash.
Record Chronicle
(Cir. W. 19,180)

MAR 17 1858

Est. 1888

7

public hearing will be held in the |

Loitering

A county ordinance mak-
ing it a misdemeanor to loi-
ter under suspicious cir-
cumstances was adopted
;Monday by county com-
missioners.

In other actions, commis-
sioners:

R XY VYT PP .

park department petitions
by 3.316 voters asking that
a public swimming pool be
‘built at Issaquah urder the
Forward Thrust program.

— Referred to budget di-
rectors petitions by 1,857
residents of the Federal
Way area calling for enact-
ment of a dogleash law
for the county. .

— Appointed Douglas
Warne of 12548 SE 73rd St.,
Renton, a Kent school
teacher, to the King County
Fair Board. .

— Approved hiring of
John H. Strasburger as at-
torney for the Frecholders

T 1 ah vy

2t

ing of $10,000. -

. -

holders will meet with a series Saturday in the King County
of national county officials dur- Courthouse and the second will i
ing the next ten days, Richard be held April 2 at the Bellevue

— Referred to the county '

at $24 an hour up to a ceil- -

Albrecht, chairman, said Fri- pyblic Library. -

ay.

The freeholders have been
interviewing numerous county
officials during the past weeks,
including Ed Munro, county
commissioner, who appeared
before them Friday.

This will be the freeholders
opportunity to consult with na-
tional leaders in county govern-
ment, Albrecht declared.

Among those who will be!
meeting the board are William :
Allen, chairman of the Toronto |
(Canada) Council, Bernard Hil- !
lenbrand, executive director of :
the national association of coun-
ties, and Ed Michaelian. county
official of Westchester County,
New York.

The freeholders are meeting
on a twice-a-week schedule on a
stepped-up work program be-
fore writing their first charter a
draft. Those still to be inter- v
viewed include Ralph Stender, ¢
deputy clerk of the county com- {
missioners, and Henry Seidel,
budget director for Scott Wal-
lace, former county commis- '
sioner, and administrative
assistant to Congressman Brock
Adams. -

Albrecht said no decision had
been made as to whether a third

—

[ e ladd

~

e

-

Bellevue, Wash.

American
(Cir. W. 12,641)

JC'ES
pR2 ©
I
Est. 1888

Juen’_s—_ltﬁ_j_-___,

—_—

FreehAolder's.v
Public Forum

Heref\p,ril 2

The sé’concr’ in a serles of
public forums will be held by
the King County Freeholders -

at the BellEviig Piblic Library -

on April 2 at 7;30 p.m.

The forum will concentrate
on the subject of the chief exe-
cutive. :

The first forum, held last

t Saturday in King County Court

J<:

House, concentrated on the
county legislative body, focus-

"ing on such-issues as its size

method of selection, partisan
ship versus non-partisanship
compensation and duties.
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By VIRGINIA wr.m.‘/.m_cm ‘
Our County News Bureau
The dean of the county's
Board of County Commis.
. sioners and an acknowl-
edged national authority
on how counties should
be operated last week
metl with county free-
holders to discuss what
he felt should be in the
new county charter.

As far as Ed Munro is con-
cerned (and his words car Yy
weight because he's also presi-
dent of the potent National
Association of Counties) free-
holders have nothing to lose by
being bold about their job.

“It's not going to be easy to
pass this charter no matter how
good it is,” he declared. “You
might as well make it as far-
reaching and as efficient as
youcan." -

Munro counseled board mem.
.bers they should strive to
achieve unity in local govern-
ment which, he said, does not
exist in its present fragmented
state. To do this, he said, free-
holders should consider a

Seattle, Wash.
Times

Sun. 270,529) .

MAR 20 1368

Est. 1888
/

nsurance’ for County

mOOO?&&ZN that a modernization

of King County government might
well result in abolition of several elec-
tive positions, Commissioner Ed Munro
has suggested that any official whose
job is eliminated become an automatic
member of an enlarged Board of Com-

normal ter
ings., From

might help

single governme

county reorganization
within the next few
as commissioners
ms expire in 1971,

This proposal involves mixed bless.

opposition from incumbe

ntal unit at the
local level that could handle
area-wide problems on an area-
wide basis.

“l don't care whether this
local government is a munici-
pal government or a county
government: The important
thing is that it -be one govern.
ment.” Munro emphasized. He
pointed out thut this fragmen-
tation has produced duplica-
tion and confusion and pre-
vented the local level from
assuming its full share of gov-
ernmental responsibilities as
an equal partner with state
and federal levels.

“I thiak it's coming whether
you people do it or not,” he
.predicted.

Vote For Ruler

Munro called for a county
executive, to be paid between
$20,000 and $25,000 yearly.
He should be an elective offi-
cial because, as he put it, “I
like to vote for the man who
rules me.”

The county’s legislative body,
whether called commission,
county council, or whatever,
should be composed of at least
nine members elected in the

Politicos ™ - -

plan is approved
years should serve
at least until their

a practical standpoint, the

prospect of a Courthouse sinecure

to neutralize any  politieal|
ut offteehold.

Among various proposals now under ers toward a county-governmont over-,
study by the Board of Freeholders, such  faul, Such Opposition was a factor in d
elective posts as clerk, ‘rreasurer, cor- the roters’ rejection of a charter plany

oner and the like would either he elim-
Inated or be made appointive.
Because a county charter is still
some time off, however, all elective
offices will be filled in the normal

to risking

offered in 1933,
Yet elected

what Munrp j
novel form of

officials are accustomed
r jobs at intervals and
S suggesting would be a?
“unemployment insur.t

thei

fashion in next November’s general ance” for politicians who would m:nm
election, Munro thinks those men who themselves headiny nonexistent units of®
Will be dispossessed of their jobs if a county. governmeyf, e

i “Concessions’ Proposed ;

- to legislate county businesses.

pay '
4 3
)

n
.\Jl, \‘l/» O
=2 4 3
who appeared in. tives or spokesmen from Val
spokesmen  for the cities present at the Spars
King County Municipal attended hearing. A seco
League, the Community De- publie  hearing has be
velopment Club of Shoreline, scheduled for April 2 at ¢
Fthe Vashon Civie Assembly, Bellevye Public Library. st
Sald and the Associated Clubs of pending is a decision wheth
The commissioner empha- the North End. the board will call a heari
sized that an adequate salary  There wére no representa- inthe Valley.
be paid to the county’s legisla-
tive body. Coe . : : e o C - .
“Government must not shut .
out persons who are not - -
wealthy from holding elective . ’
office,” he declared. “By pay
ing county legislators, commis- . :
sioners, or whatever they are . .
. finally called, anything less :

than a living wage, frecholders .

will preclude any but wealthy : '
persons and self-serving repre-

sentatives of large business or .

corporations from holding of- - :
fice. .

“I don't believe this leads - -
to proper representative gov-
ernment,” he declared.

County government also
should be a partisan affair, ..
Munro believes, to avoid the
popularity contests often seen
in nonpartisan elections and to
reduce the power of bureaucra-
cies. : H

Others
al eluded
hey Seuttle.

primary election by district
and at large in the gener
election as at present. T
should be paid no less than
$1,000 monthly, and should
serve staggered terms for fou
years, Munro said.

Munro proposed that present- : I
ly elected county officials be- :
come automatic members of
the county’s new legislative .
body until their term of office - -
expires. As to whether these . . h
.officials should be elected or
appointive, he said there
should be some concession
made to the realities of politi-
cal life. :

“There are places where
you can make political conces.
sions and it seems to me this
isone of them. There are others .
where no such concessions can ’ -
orshould be made,” he warned, . : [

Munro said he favors some
sort of county personnel Sys-
tem, but he said efficiencies’ : N
and economies in county gov- ,
ernment occur not so much
from a merit or civil-service i :
system as the result of activi. -
ties of the couttty's top adminjs- -
trators. ~ - "

At the public hearing follow- | ’
ing Munro's remarks, most of
the speakers favored an en-
larged county legislative body
whose sole function would be

At present. the Board of County.

i
Commissioners combines ad. ! N vl
ministrative,. legislative and’ . H
quasi-judicial duties. ; . o
Elective Body Asked i A

Mrs. Ludwig Lobe, repre.’ ’
senting the King County Lea- )

gues of Women Voters, called : N R !
for an elected legislative body .. : '
of between five and 11 nmem- . ’ :
bers to be elected on a parti- . . . P
san basts
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Needea for County

By JL!\RY éLRGS\‘lA’\I

County commissioners
should serve full-time even if
they are restricted to legisla-
tive functions, the Board of
King _ County.._ Freeholders
was told vesterday.

Elton Hauwt, a political-sci- .

ence teacher and part-time
county commissioner from
Washington County, Oregon,
said failure to provide for
full-time, well-paid commis-
sioners is the rajor weak-
ness in his county’s charter.

THE WASHINGTON Coun-
ty charter restricts the pay
to $150 a month, Haut said,
and this makes it a “class
commissinon’  although *‘de-
mocracy demands that the
broadest scament of the pop-
ulation be represented.”

Freehelders heard strung
pleas for an appointed ad-
ministrator, a well-organized
campaign to promote the
charter they will draft and
appointment by the comimis-
sioners rather than the ad-
miniztrator of key officials.

Washington County, with
1210.000 nogmlalmn is west of
Portland. It has a number of
citivs, including Beaverton
and Hillshoro, but no central
core city.

Qthers who spoke here
vesterday  were Mrs. Bar-
bara Wilcox, a former Wash-
inzton County Commissioncr
and now cxecutive seeretary
M Ovczon Gov. Tom Me-
Call's Committee on Inter-
covernmental Conordination;
\‘d\hnwlr)n County Co'mms

sioner Clavton Nyberg, and
Dick Milbrodt, county
nianager.

MRS. WILCOX said it is
important to have commis-
sions and boards in advisory
capacities but questioned the
concept of the planning com-
mission.

Simon Wampold, a
freeholder, favors abolishing
the planning commission and
having appeals go directly
from the technical staff to
the county commissioners.

Mrs. Wilcox supperted the
concept. Noting that the
county commissioners have
the final say on zoning any-
way, Mrs, Wilcex described
the planning commission as
a huffer between the public
and elected officials.

HAUT, NYBERG and Mil-
brodt all supported the idea
of an appointed rather than
elected, administrator. They
said appointment makes the
administrator responsible to
the board, preven{s one man
from becoming too powertul
and provides the opportunity
to recruit profcssional peo-

ple.

An clected executive, Haut
added, woud have to swr-
round himself with

professional people anyway,
making his position enhey
stperfluous  or  disruptive.
“The important thing is to
get  professional  manage-
ment into the syvstem.” he
ciid. The way to get it is
thromgh an appointed muanag-

er.” o ,.‘pﬁ,ﬁv‘
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Renton, Wash.
Record Chronicle
(Cir. W. 19,180)

MAR 20 1968
.,4//;”..

P. C.‘ B. Est. 1888

- ng County To Hosf
National County Meet

By Our County News Bureau

- King County will play host
next week to the Western Re-
gional meeting of the National
Association of Counties, Ed
-Munro, King County commis-
sioner and national president of
NAVC announced Tuesday.

* More than 600 elected county
officials are expected to be
present at the four day meet,
Munro said. Among those who
have accepted an invitation to
speak are Senator Warren G.
Magnuson, who will address the
conference at a luncheon Mon-
day, and Gov. Dan Evans.

The meeting will begin with a
reception Sunday night at the
Space Needle and will end
Wednesday following a luncheon
at the Olympic Hotel

Munro said a special go-see
tour is being planned for confer-
ence members of several ng

County installations.

Notably on the tour will be the
garbage-compacting mole now
nearing completion and Metro
sewage treatment facilities.

A special meeting of the na-
tional NACO officials with King
County Frecholders is also on
the agenda, Munro said .

The Western Division of the
National Association of Ccunties
is the only regional organization
within the association, he point-
ed out. The group meets yearly to
discuss special problems of the
west that stem in large part
from the fact that about 50 per
cent are owned by the federal
government. This large portion
of federal ownership presents
special problems to the West in
terms of solving water needs”
and the problems of forest and
grazing land management, Mun-
ro noted. e
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By JERKA brRoanax

Partizan  county  govern-
ment and election by district
of an enlarged board of coun-

v
probable form a home-rule
charter will take.

commissioners is the

In its first policy discus-

g':

sior, the h*w Coupty_Board

of Fresiclcers yesterday
voied s nmgh in favor of
those positions.

Seattle, Wash.

Times
- 996,374 Sat. 215,122
(Cir- 22 ™'970,529)

WAR 51 1968

Est. 1888

These are “ientative posi-
tions™ that can be changed
on the final vote after char-
ter provisions are put on
paper. But Richard Al
brecht, chairman,
tentative decisions will allow

*Paul R. Meyer,
secretary, and John H.
S(rasburgcr, the attorney, to

said the -

executive’

‘Commissioners

begin .work  oh a  formal

draft.

The near-unanimous vote
wis a surpn’se Only a few
major questions still remain.

The members had been di-
vided on electing commis-
sioners by district, but the
vote for it was 10 to 3.

The * freeholders agreed
the board of commissioners
should be expanded from
trhee members to nine, that

< /

{missioners

_______’._
Jl“en f_:_c.i———-

Tnterre

lations Hold Up

E’mdﬂ_ﬂChhr er Decisions

By JERRY BERGS’\‘[-LN

Interrelations of charter
provisions are a major rea-
son the Board _of Couply
Treeholders cannot take
findT posilions at this time.

An example arose on the
question of at-large election.
While the freeholders finally
agreed Vesterday to election
of commissioners by district,
some freeholders expressed
resevvations  because they
{elt some representalion
should be at-large.

The compromise was to
vote for election of commis-
sioners by district on the as-
sumption an esxecutive will
be elected at Jarge. The
question of an executive has
not been discussed, but a de-
cisiicn to appoint an execu-
tive would result in changes
of position on election of
cermmissioners by district.

THE ANSWERS given yes-
terday to some questions are
not likely to be changed
later. The 13 members pres-
ent were unanimous for par-
tisan  county guvernment.
Thew agreed without dissent
to iour-vear terms. Eleven
fuvored stazgered terms.

Only Lyle Schneider and
Paul Friedlander did not at-
tend the meeting. Schneider
wrote a letter, however, and
where his position was clear
his vote was recorded.

Dan McDonald took the
position that the freeholders
should not include in a char-
ter either the commission-

;o s’ sulary or whether com-
should be {ull

time. He contended the com:
missioners should decide by
establishing their own salary
if they are 1o serve full time.

Norman Ackley also op-
posed full-time commission-
ers, contending they will

have so little to do that they

will project themselves into
administrative work which
the frecholders plan {o con-
{ine to an administrator.

The freeholders finally
voted that if they do feel it
necessary to mention a sal-
ary, it will be that provided
by state law. Commissioners
pay \- itl go up from £15,000
to %18.000 in 1968..

REDISTRICTING may
end up being the major deci-
sion facing the board. A
number of meinbers contend-
ed any aftempt to redistrict
will jeopardize adoption of a
charter.

If no boundaries are es-
tablished the board would
have thee elected Trom
each of the existing county-
commissioner districts,
ate automatic machinery for
redistricting and let the nine
commissioners establich nine
districts after a transition
period.

Others favor creation of

"automatic machinery for re-

districting, but believe the
frec holdﬂrs should draw nine
boundaries as part of the
charter.

The redistricting question
wus one factor in opposition
to proposals by McDonald
and Ackley that the number
of commissioners be set at

16, conforming to legislative

cre-

districts. James P. Curran
said a charter would be in
jeopardy in South King Coun-
ty if that was done because
that area is not happy with
the legislative districts.

Simon Wampold agreed,
adding that boundaries con-
forming to state Jegislative
districts would insert state
issues into county election
campaigns. Mrs. Lois North,
involved in state legislative
redistricting, agreed, but
noted that the background
and tradition of our commu-
nity suggests the number of
nine couniy cominissioners.
Most city councils have nine
members.

Still to be decided are the
guestions of establishing a
merit or civil-service system
for employes and which, if
any, of the new independent-
ly elected county officials
will be appomted under

charter provisions. /

35

they should continue as full-

time county cfficials and

that nine districts should be

formed. A key question to

be answered is whether the -
frecholders will attempt to

create those new districts.

Four-year staggered terms

were favored. .

A hearing on the form and
duties of a chiel executive
will be held at 7:30 p. m.
Tuesday in the Bellevue
Fublic Library.

(See Page 23 for delails.)/
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(Continued from Page 4)

little and too late. Organizational efforts began
on his behalf in Seattle the day after his an-
nouncement. but without some kind of agreement
between the two candidates. preference of the
Washington Democratic delggation may look
like this: McCarthy, Johnson, Kennedy . .. in that
order! :
Rosellini to Run Again
Informed sources last week were circulating
the story Albert D. Rosellini, former two-term
governor defeated in 1964 by Gov. Dan Evans, has
definitely made up his mind to make another try
at his old job. The only thing that isn't known, itis
reported, is when the ex-governor will make his
intentions formally known. Al has been building
-up the same kind of state-wide backbreaking

schedule he maintained in his previous cam- ‘

paigns . . . with reports from the hustings he is
being well received. So far both of his primary
opponents, Attorney General John O'Connell
and State Senator Martin Durkan have been
confining themselves mainly to state issues, but
. Rosellini, with his instinct for the political
jugular, has been slashing at what Evans, in
Rosellini’s ‘eyes, has failed to do ... notably in
the field of taxation and state institutions. Rosel-
lini will make much of Evans’ increase in the
sales tax — unnecessary in Rosellini’s view. In
the slow-burn department: OConnel}, for whom -
Rosellini has no particular affection since the
1964 campaign, and Durkan . .. both of whom
could lose, along with Rosellini. in a three-way
race against Evans. One thing seems certain: The
slow and deliberate Democratic quadrille mark-
ing the campaign of both declared candidates
will get some fast rock and roll from the “give-
‘em-hell” type of campaigning Rosellini is noted

for.
Briefly Noted : _
Insiders Report That Freeholders are reach-

ing a few key decisions anent the new county
charter: A county executive of some kind; an en-
larged, fulltime well-paid legislative body
elected on a partisan basis, and partisan elee-
tions for county officials who are not appointed.
The group, apparently, is in no mood to take on
the wrath of both political parties . .. each of
which likely would go all out to defeat a charter
setting up a nonpartisan form of county govern-
ment . . . Brock Adams, meeting with members
of the 31st, 35th, and 47th Legislative Districts
recently at Renton Inn, hardpressed to defend his
freshly announced support of Kennedy when re:
minded from the audience of his ride with John-
son in 1964 . . . Supporters of Both Dave Mooney
and Ed Munro are wondering if Mooney intends

to keep his campaign to unseat incumbent Com-

missioner Munro on the constructive plane he
promised in light of his remarks at a fund-raising

dinner on his behalf at Meeker's Landing . . . ;

e it e

Notes and Comment

By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE .
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Notes and Comment L
By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE

Rocketellar Qut For Good?

Washington State's infant Draft Rockefeller
movement (most localized in King County) was
nipped in the bud by Thursday’'s bombshell from
New York’s Gov. Nelson Rockefeller. Most ex-
perts had predicted his declaration of candidacy
a foregone thing . .. now the way is paved for a
Nixon slate both county- and state-wide. Even
with Rockefeller in the race, Nixon had been
assured of at least 16 of the state’s 24 Republi-
can delegates. Now it's likely he will capture the
entire delegation. That is, if forces boosting
Nixon are genuinely boosting Nixon. There’s
some speculation here and in Olympia the Nixon
boom is part cover for a move {o support Cali-
fornia’s Governor Reagan. Whether this develops
or not, there's strong sentiment in King County
for Reagan as vice president . . . as precinct
caucus polls showed two weeks ago.

If Rockefeller is genuinely out of the presi-
dential race or merely out of the primaries
(everyone of which he had a good chance to lose)
there's still hope among many Republicans in
the county that some kind of long-shot might re-
sult in a convention draft for I._k:* They reason
Aheh only ‘L‘i‘l‘A’i‘)’l‘Ag‘x‘A A R’b‘ék&-?‘é‘.’x%‘i t%“{“dé{y ¢an
there be some real hopc of achieving a dialogue
on the Vietnam issue . .". and other pressing,
domestic issues. As of now, with Nixon and John-
son both taking similar hawkish positions on the
conduct of the war, there is a good chance voters
may have no genuine choice at least on this issue
next November. Likely next move on the part of
Nixon now that Rockefeller has officiaily de-
clared himself out: A dovish trend with some
spelled-out details on how he plans to end the.
war. ,
Postscript on the Week That Was:

One of the noticeable side effects in King
County of the rapid-fire series of events culmi-

nating in the entrance of Senator Robert Ken-
T

Kenton, yvasn.
Record Chronicle

(Cir. V1. 19,180)
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By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE

Freeholders Eye Olyﬁ:pia?
Updating the Commissioners’ Race

Briefly Moted

If Kenneth Rogstad, King County Republican chair-
man, has it right, four Valley-area freehglders may make
a try for the upcoming legislative seats in their
respective districts next fall.

) These include Howard Bothell, Auburn car dealer,
and Terry McKenna, Keut airline pilot, who are
considering running for House seats in the 47th
Legislative District, and Bob Eberle, a former legislator,
who is considering either a try at the i1st Legislative
District House race, or, passibly. challenging Brock
Adams, Seventh District Democratic congressman.

Rogstad, despite his focus on the running battle he's
had over the where, when, and who of Republican
precinct caucuses, has been spending a considerable
amount of time attempting to fill the Republican
legislative ticket.

Besides. freeholders interested in House seats,
Rogstad reports several others eyeing the race in the
Valley's three legislative districts. These include Art
Krauser, former Republican area chairman, and Jim
Atterbury, Boeing engineer, both of whom are consider-
ing the House race in the 30th District. In the 41st, George
Clarl;e and Brian J. Lewis, Republican Incumbents. are
considering a try at the new sepatorial seat due fo he
filled next fall. So far, Rogstad says, no other Republican
except Eberle is on the horizon in the House.

Three other candidates besides Bothell and McKenna
are reported to be considering the House  ace in the 47th
District. These include James Topham, who ran pre-
viously; Hal Edgar, and Auburn insurance man, and Art
Thompson, a Pocing enginecr.

Democrats seem to be slower in lining up potential
candidates. According to Jeanette Williams, County
chairman, only one Democratic possibility has emerged

* in the 30th: Georgetle Vally, a former Legislator, and,

possibly Alva Long, Auburn Attorney. No Democrats
have surfaced to challenge Republican cor_ltrol in the 41st
or incumbent Democratic control in the 47th to date, she
says....

The eagerness ¢ hany persons to file for




nedy 1no the presidential race is the develop-

ing consensus among Democrats here who want
the U.S. out of Vietnam . . . and quick. The amaz.
ing McCarthy strength was unpredicted by county
leaders even a month ago, and Kennedy's candi-
dacy, with his identical position on the war issue
will do nothing to diminish the strength of grow-’
Ing opposition to the war policies of President
Johnson.

'(_)thers, including Publisher John Fournier
writing in the nation’s capital, report that Ken-
nedy’s declaration can only encourage Republi-
can hopes for capturing the presidency next
fall. Agreeing is Republican Chairman Kénneth
Rogstad who declared Friday the Kennedy candi-
dacy has done nothing but increase Nixon's
chance of winning. “Any time Democrats tear
themselves up only helps Republicans. In this
case, the entrance of this petulant youth into the
Democratic Party sweepstakes will further rup-
ture t'he already split fabric of Democratic unity.”

What Kennedy's announcement means in
te'rms of the state's 45-member delegation that
\\_'111 head for the Democratic National Conven-
t;on in August is not so easy to assess. Organiza-
tion Democrats (including State Chairman Robert
R. 'Ku.ll) are still predicting LBJ will control a
majority of the party's delegates. So far, most of
McCar}hy‘s strength in Washington State is cen-
tgred in the urban counties, but if the momentum
his supporters exhibited in local precinet cau-

cuses continues through the convention process,

this could be enough to control the delegation
both on the east and west side of the mountains.

{\s fgr Kennedy stampeding the county con-
vention in June, don't be too sure! At least in this
state and perhaps in the county, he may be too

(Continued on Page 5)

*
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freeholder "— an unsalaried post’ with lots of work
attachcd — could be explained, Ed Munro, Second
Districi commissioner, wryly observed last week, as
their interest in greater, political horizons. Makes sense
since legislative seats are a traditional first step in’
political coreers.

UPDATING THE COMMISSIONERS' RACE....

With Dave Mooney’s fund-raising dinner due next
weekeud, the former Kent Mayor's campaign to wrest
the Democatic nomination from Munro is off and
running. So far, Mooney seems to be the only opposition
to appear on either ticket. Rogstad is talking to possible
challengers, but to date no Republican, apparently aware
of Munro’s .mashingly successful double-shifted dinner
last month in Seattle, seems too eager to make the race.

In the Central District, Rogstad still is optimistic,
John O'Brien, board chairman, will run again, but

- insiders to think the affable Commissioners has his eve

on other things — among them, a possible connection with
big-league sports. That is. after the new stadium is
officially in the works and the big leagues have exercised
their options. O'Brien is well liked among his Courthouse
colleagues and would be a cinch to hold his seat if he
decides he wants it after all.

Whether O'Brien is in the race or not, Democrats are *

eyeing possible candidates for their sides of the ticket,
including, Charles (Streetcar) Carroll, a city councilman,
who polled a staggering victory in Seattle's municipal
elections; M. J. R. (Mel) Williams, county treasurer, who
has established a reputation for deft handling of his
county job; and James Dore, Seattle district judge. Dore
has been mentioned as a Demo possibility for other spe’ -
in the past...whether he would make a try this time w3..u
probably depend on the opposition and available
financing. Look for a possible surprise entry in the perscn
of an aide on the Seattle municipal scene. I'ts under
wraps }r:ow..,but Seattle’s Mayor Dorm Braman's decision
on another term > it Al t
PR ncter NOTE( IS??FCQS are it's yes) will be a factor.
Robert Kull, Demo State Chairman, back tomorrow
after spending last week in Washington, D.C., conferring
with officials of the Democratic National Committee. For
the record, this is first time in history the party picked up
expenses for such a meeting of all the nation’s state
chairman... John J. O’Connell Attorney General ended a
long spell of no-speech fund-raising dinners ten days ago
with a remarkably toned-down attack on the present
administration. Some who've heard him in his more fiery
moments hoped he'd open up...but the rapidly climbing
John chose to play it cool.... Meanwhile, Gov Dan Evans,
same place (Olympic Hotel Grand Ballroom) one week
later, tooled up the campaign to an overflow crowd of
Republicans. Among the out-of-state VIPs honoring
Evans: Colorado’'s Gov. John Love. Republican County
Chairman Rogstad's joint suit with three other county
chairman to revise the structure of the Republican State
Central Committee gets an assist from across the aisle:
He's retained the firm of Schweppe, Doolittle, Krug, &
Tausend. Tausend, incidentally, is one of the sparkplugs

in the O'Connell campaign and a fast-rising young

Democratic attorney....Still hush-hush. insiders report
the team of site consultants now at work to determine
where the new stadium should be put favor not a location
in downtown Seattle, nor the Valley, but, in all places,
Factoria! Seattle minded members of the stadium
cormnmission might {ind themselves winding up refusing to

Eake the recommendations of their expensive experts! |
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Cornty Road Consolidation Repert lunered by Commissioners

:Ows.mo\:mmﬁm the road districts” is the key recommendation T — : |
in a recent consultant’s report to King County Commissioners )
on the County’s Road Engineering Department, but the recom- | »
mendation has to-date been ignored by the Commissioners. | P -

Nearly three months ago the report, by John A. Donaho & | N
Associates, Inc., urged a number of changes be incorporated in | I
the operation of the Engineering Department with consolidation LT
of the north and south road districts being the one most im- : TR
portant improvement. The report said, “At the present time the | 3
two road districts operate independently of each other and semi- ,ﬂ
independently of the County Engineer and his staff. This organ- .
izational arrangement flies in the face of sound management
principles and deprives the county government of developing a _ g
first class department to perform vital services for the commu- . ] _ «
nity.”

e e
e
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Department of Public Works

The report went on to say that
many discrepancies in administra-
tion are the result of having two
- separate road districts. “The major
recommendation of this report is
that the existing organizational
concept of the County Engineer
and staff and two road districts be
replaced by a Department of Public
Works.”

. The consultants said the Depart-

ment of Public Works should in-
clude two stafl sections; one for
personnel, training, safety and pub-
lic relat*~ns and the other to include
accoun ;, budgeting, data proces-
sing and office stafl. The depart-

ment should also include five line
divisions dealing with maintenance
and sanitary operations, engineer-
Ing services, contracts and stand-
ards, and traffic services and build-
ing inspection.

Other Consolidations

Other major recommendations by
the consultants were the absorption
of the present independent Sanitary
Operations Department into the
new Department of Public Works
and also the establishment of a De-
partment of Public Safety to handle
all county licenses and inspection
functions and also to provide a com-
prehensive public safety progre-

(Continued on Page 19)
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for county residents..It was also
recommended the present flood con-
trol operation be abolished as a
separate division with these func-
tions being carried by other sec-
tions.

Donaho noted that nine years
1go, in March 1959, his firm sub-
nitted to the Board of County
Commissioners a report entitled,
‘An Administrative and Organiza-
donal Study of the Road Engineer-
ng Department.” The consultant
wted that very few of the recom-
nendations carried in that report
vere implemented.

New Developments

The present report states that
two important factors have devel-
oped since the 1959 report:

1. The accelerated urbanization
in the western section of King
County has resulted in increased de-
mands for county services. The re-
port said, “results have been less
than satisfactory, sometimes pro-
ducing unwarranted annexations of
incorporated areas and/or the crea-
tion of special districts — sewer,
water, drainage, and so forth.” In
light of this the report recommends
the restructuring of the present En-
gineering Department to carry the
responsibility for all of the county’s
public work functions.

2. The second consideration con-
cerns the Freeholder’s Compmission
and their drafting of a charter for
King County, If this charter is ap-
proved by voters it will undoubtedly
affect most county departments and
functions. Donaho said the recom-
mendations in the report were de-
signed to complement and not con-
flict with matters to be considered
by the Freehalders.

County Fiscal Failures
The Donaho report noted that
studies conducted by their firm in
1959 and ’60 dwelt at some length
on the deficiencies in county budget
and accounting practices. The cur-
rent report noted that few of the
recommendations nine years ago
were incorporated. The report said
in part, “The failures of the county
to develop an adequate government-
wide budget system and a support-
ing accounting system stand out as
prime deficiencies in the adminis-
tration of King County govern-
ment.” The report said that some
of the problems are compounded by
the failure of the county to have a
" county-wide data processing plan
and also “The situation is made
further complex by the independent
status of the county auditor who is
the official bookkeeper of the
county. The consultants further
concluded that even with the un-
wieldy structure of government
Fhat King County presently has it
is possible to develop effective bud-

get and accounting systems.

Cj:un!y Competes With Business

County Road

RS

(Continued from Page 17)

which were clearly of a construction
nature.” This report recommended
the county stick to a policy of pub-
lic administration that “government
perform services with its own forces
only when it can be clearly demon-
strated that those received through
the avenue of private enterprise are
inadequate or too costly.” The re-
port said there were indications
that county crews are presently en-
gaged in more construction work
than they were when this study was
made in 1959. The report said, “One
superintendent estimated that about
80% of all work classified as con-
struction in his district is completed
by force account (county person-
nel).”

The report pointed out another
inadequacy in road district opera-
tions by showing that one district
administered maintenance activities
on a day-by-day basis. The foreman
in this district generally scheduled
their crews’ work only one day in
advance and an attempt by the
County Engineer’s staff to develop
a program of scheduling work acti-
vities one week in advance met with
complete resistance in this district.

Equipment Mismanagement

The Donaho study of King
County road districts further went
on to state that substantial econo-
mies might be realized in the pur-
chasing and utilization of equip-
ment. The report said, “It was pre-
viously pointed out that no controls
have been exercised in the purchase
of new or replaced equipment.” And
the report also noted that with the
present “policy of county forces per-
forming most of the road construc-
tion work has resulted in the neces-
gity of the purchase of expensive
equipment and many of these ma-
chines are used on a seasonal basis.”

The study showed that each of
the road districts develops its own
fleet of equipment and the same
pattern of independent operations
was also clearly evident at each of
the district’s equipment mainten-
ance shops. “Again, there is little or
no exchange of personnel, tools, ma-
terials or experience of equipment
practices.”

Continuing in its recommenda-
tions on road district operations
the study admonished the depart-
ment’s car - pool operation, “With
very few exceptions the cars are as-
signed to persons rather than a de-
partment or county-operated pool.
While many of these assignments
appear to be justified there are sig-
nificant number of cases where it is
difficult to understand why an em-
ployee is permitted unlimited use
of a county vehicle,

Consolidation A Must
Donaho said that many of the
failures noted in the study were a
direct result of the present system
of two road districts. The district

Consolidation Needed

first class department to perform
vital services for the community.
Consolidation of the two road dis-
tricts is the only answer, the report
said. Donaho went on to state that
two road districts should be re-
placed by a Department of Public
Works that would include the ad-
ministration of a personnel merit
policy for selecting and retaining
department employees.

Commissioners Fail To Act

County Engineer Jean DeSpain
said, “I’m ready and anxious to meet
with the Board of County Commis-
sioners to discuss the entire study.”
DeSpain said, “I’'m very much in
favor of a single district.”

The survey by John Donaho &
Associates, Inc. of the King County
Road Engineering Department was
submitted to the King County
Commissioners on January 8, 1968.
The Commissioners had taken no
action on the survey by the time
this isue of the “NEWS” had gone
to press — almost three months
later.

—
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The most sensitive subject under study by the .

15 freeholders elected to draft a home rule charter
for King County government is that of appointive
versus elective offices. .

Throughout the country. the accepted trend in
governmental reform is toward fewer elected offi-
cials and more appointive officers responsible to a
single administrator who. in turn. must answer to a
single elected legislative body. The sound theory is
that a governmental unit’s comprehensive planning
and policy making are most efficient when lines of
authority are direct and sharply drawn.

The problems posed by a raft of independent
elected officials within the same governmental unit
are exemplified by King County’s existing system.

In addition to the three elected county commission-*

ers, who have a hodgepodge of administrative and
legislative functions. there are seven other inde-
pendently elected partisan officials. each autono-
mous and each with his own policy making power
and method of administration. This makes coordi-
nated county programs difficult to achieve and is

expensive,

FREEHOLDER recommendations to reduce the
mmber of counly elective offices, however. are
likely to meet resistance because partisan political
strongholds at the courthouse would be abolished in
1he process. Some elective offices must be made ap-
pointive. though. if county government is to be
strencihened and modernized.

Certain to receive considerable attention from
the frecholders are recommendations offered by the
Seattle-King County Municipal League, which has
submilted a comprehensive report following a
year-long study.

The League proposes a charter provision for a
single exccuiive or administrator. to coordinate all
county programs and scrvices, under-a single legis-
Jative body. The presently elected positions of asses-
sor, treasurer, sheriff, coroner, auditor and clerk
would be made appointive.

IN THE CASE of the auditor, it has been
argued that he should remain independent of the
other branches of government in order to insure ob-
jectivity in his perusal of county business opera-
lions. The role of watchdog over expenditures. how-
ever. is amply filled by the State Auditor's Division
of Municipal Corporations which checks the books
of the county auditors. Further, the Department of
Elections is under the auditor’s wing, Without cast-
ing aspersions on lhe conduct of the office hy in-
cumbent Auditor Bobby Morris, it seemns poor prac-
fice to have elections supervised by partisan office
holders. )

Asg for the other five offices, we agrce with the
Municipal League that there are no compelling rea-
sons for retaining them as elective positions either.

1t may well be that the freeholders will have o
compromise in this touchy arca, of climinating elec-
tive offices, in order o win a majority of voter sup-
part for a new charter. Any such compromises,
however, should not be so broad {hey obviate the
eoal of a modernized and cfficient county govern-

N

ment, .

Seattle, Wash.
Past-Intelligencer

(Cir. 198,812 Sat. Mor. 184,332
)

un. 239,082)
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Allen’s ».c.8.

Freaholders Hear

Oregon’s Multnomah
County has made as much
progress in 14 months under
its home rune charter as it
previously did in five vears,
King County’s Freecholders
were told last night.

M. James Gleason. Port-
Jand. chairman and elected

. administrator of the five-

member Multnomah County
Commission, said:

“We have one voice, ane
policy.”

Gleason advised electing
the county administrator
and about five or seven
commissioners to handle
legislative functions.

HE SAID all his depart-
ment heads except the audi-
tfor are appointed and this
system works well.

MAR 3 1 1268
Allen’s ».c.8.

Cof'ilvnfy‘

ernment should
i1 full-time ¢
elected by
tisan basis. wit
at least $18.640.

t on

holders,

vears and staggzered.

freeholders will start

Favored

+1  King County's freeholders
vesterday tentativ-ly
.agreed the new v

Est. 1888 -

9-District

7 g0V

~ave nine
missioners,

a par-

h salaries of

The consensus of the free-
who met at the
County Courthouse, was
that the county coinmission
ers’ terms should be {our

It was the first expression
of the board's views on the
county charter that the

draft-

ing about May 1. They hopa
to submit the charter o vot-
ers in the November elec-
tions. .

In fufure hearings. the
freeholders will decide
\\:}]E‘:het‘ the county execn-
tive, or administrator, as

Est. 1888

well as department heads,
should be elected or ap-

pointed.

of

The Orc7on official also
recommended a flexible
charter to allow setiing of
policies as the new board
procecds with its duties.

Edwin G. Michaclian,
elecied exccutive of West-
chester county. just north of
New York City, seconded
Gleason's suggestions.

Both men said the county
adminisirator should not be
brought in {rom outside —
that he must know and un-
derstand the area.

MICHAELIAN said his
county adopted a charter in
1924 bul that due to tradi-
tienal makcup, the gdovern-
inz body has 45 members.
He said he would faver a
commission of about 11

Oregon

“You're in the same
throes as we were in 1934,
except the population explo-
sion has hit vou," Michaelian
explained.

Six of Snohomish Coun-
tyv's Frecholders sat in at
tne meeting. in tte Olvimpic
Hotel.

members for King County. I
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City, May Be Tomorrov’s

-’ 'Gmfemmém; National County Head

By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE
Our County News Bureau
Those who think county government is an archaic
holdover from the horse and buggy age are dead wrong.
This was the categorica! statement last week of

_ Bernard Hillenbrand. executive director of the National

Association of Counties which wound up a three-day
western regional meeting in Seattle. .

And to make his point, Hillenbrand advanced some
facts and figures to prove that if there was to be one
government at the local level, recent trends indicate it
could well be county, rather than a city government.

Item: County government is growing nationally at a
rate of 6 per cent yearly-compared to a 5 per cent yearly
national growth rate for cities. ‘

Item: County budgets have been going up about 12
per cent yearly, with last year’s monies spent by
counties totaling $11 billion.

Item: Counties are one of the biggest businesses in

the country, employing 1,109,000 persons in 1967.

Hillenbrand is in a position to know. He’s presided

over the explosive growth of the 16,000 member NACO
since 1957. But before that, he was on the other side of the
fence as the assistant director of the National League of
Cities.

“The national trend is toward a much wider use of
the county to provide area services on an area basis,
such as mass transit, public health, public housing,
airport facilities, air and water pollution control and the
like,”” Hillenbrand pointed out. )

“In fact, the county is becoming the city of

tomorrow.

“The evolving and merely important role of counties

is not without its problems,” he warned. The restriction
placed on local government by state constitutions and
legislative action must be eliminated . .
inability to levy differential tax rates. ’

He said counties, particularly King County, must find
some satsifactory way to consolidate the myriad number
of special taxing districts which remove local control
from the voters and give it to absentee bond holders for
an indefinite period of time.

Hillenbrand also was critical of most counties’ lack of
some kind of executive, which he regards as the focal
point for administrative direction.

“Washington State has done pretty well in this
regard, by limiting the number of county commis-
sioners to three, but most county governments also
have some kind of elected or appointed administra-
tion,” he said.

Highly aware of the King County Board of Freehold-
ers, now writing a new county charter, Hillenbrand said
he was pleased at the logical, systematic way the group
is proceeding about its business, “I'm impressed with
their methodology,” he observed.

He noted that nationwide that nearly a dozen new
charters have been enacted in populous counties that
involve major governmental change for millions of
people. . i

Some of these changes, he observed, include
provisions for an appointed county executive, but most
new charters in the nation’s large counties provide for an
elected executive.

Hillenbrand said in most of the new charters the size
of the legi-lative bodies depends on local tradition. One
county in New York, he said, had 38 commissioners,
whick has now been reduced to 24. :

Although NACO has no official position on what

position county government should take, Hillenbrand
strongly urged the county’s freeholders to provide for
full-time, well-paid county legislators.

“For the good of our democratic tradition, it is
necessary that a cross section of the electorate be in a

_position to run for, and win, these positions. There must

be an adequate pay scale to permit the average salaried

_person to do this. Otherwise, county government will be

turned over to those who can afford the job,” the
youthful, forcefull executive declared. .

Hillenbrand was strong in his praise for the growing.
co-operative role now emerging in many cities and
counties, including King County.

“I don’t know if this increasing co-operation will
ever produce a governmental merger at t!gﬁ_:;‘@cal
level, or even if it is needed,” was his comment.

“Significantly, for those who like to place the cities

and counties in a hostile, competitive relationship, we are
finding that many local problems can be solved without
interferring with existing local levels of government.

Which to Seattle’s Mayor Dorm Braman, cast ir an

increasing role of mutual planning and problem soiving
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“Electad
County
Executive
Debated

By JE%(YZ;L/RGSMM

Whether a county adminis-
trator should be elected or
appointed was debat_ed at a
public hearing last night.

It was the second hearing
called by the King..County
Board of Freeholders in its
efforts™to draft a county
charter. The hearing was in
the Bellevue Public Library.
A hearing on a county per-
sonnel systems will be held
April 18 in the Kent City
Hall.

Kenneth Rogstad, county
Reputlican chairman, called
for an appointed administra-
tor. Patrick McGillis, repre-
senting the Democratic Cen-
tral Committee, urged thal
the administrator be elected.

OTHERS ENDORSING ai
appointed county executiv
were Mrs. Harold Mozer ¢
the League of Women Vor
ers; R. !QR'QR!JRE. Ke:
terson, Bellevue Area Sel
Improvement Council; - .l
Joe Miller. Bellevue cil
manager; Jim Vaux, form
Kirkland mayor, and J. ]
Wirdley, chairman of tl
33rd District Republica
Club.

_ Supporting an elected e
ecutive were Jim Haase
the Federal Way Commun
Council, Inc.; Mrs. Winifr
Heiser, East Lake Sammal
ish Property Owners; Vi
Gould, real-estate d%velop

onent of rag
?:?.c}‘.si(t’:ppand Fraak Ma
civil engineer and Municif

League member. .

The Municipal League ¢
not take a position.

EVERYONE Agreed th
the executive should be s
parated from the legislatiy
branch. The granting of ve
power was endorsed by mo
of those who wanted the e
ecutive elected.

Rogstad  contended . th
election of an administratc
would dilute the power of th
Board of King County Com
missioners, which he sak
should be directly responsi
bie to the people. o

Miller contended: "It is a
little more sure to hire a
good man than to elect one.”
He said the appointed
manager would have no alle-
giances or debts resulting
from a political compaign;
wonld not have a divided in-
terest between government
and his business; would be
nonpolitical, and would
stand between the depart-
ment heads and the legista-
tive branch.

administrator
would

SAID  An r
elected county-wide

e 8 Y Bl SR

provide a check and balance :

against

______ b Aictrinte

commissioners re-’

& i
Partisan Politics Urged

Republican and Demo-
cratic Party leaders agreed
last night. They both urged
the King County Freehold-
ers to retain partisan poli-
tics in the election of offi-
cials.

Kesmeth Rogstad, county
GOP  chairman, said the
new county legislative body
should have nine members
elected on a party basis
from nine different legisla-
tive districts in the county.

RE CAUTIONED that a
county executive should
have his term of office and
duties restrained by the
fundamental power of the
-legislators.

Rogstad said that many
of the traditional functions
of Congress have been erod-
ed by executive invasion of
these grounds.

+ On the other hand, Pat-
rick MeGillis, representing
the King County Democrat-
ic Central Committee, while
agreeing with the partisan
choice of nine legislators,
said the executives should
have some “veto power”
with a four-year term of of-
fice and a salary between
_$20,000 and $25,000 a year.
“Although many of the

presently clected county of-
ficials essentially perform
ministerial duties and could
be appointed. he urged that
the auditar, sheriff and as-
sessor should continue to be
elected directly by the peo-
ple.

He also suggested that a
four-year residence in the
county be required for the
candidates for the executive
post.

THE FREEHOLDERS,
who held the meeting in .

Bellevue to give their study
of a proposed charter a

-broader geographic expo-i

sure, interrupted both
speakers with numerous
questions. ‘
Another speaker, James
Haase, a Pacific Northwest
Bell management employe !
representing the Federal I

“

4

Way . Community Counci
said the executive shoul
have the authority {o hir
department heads but onl
with the confirmation of th
county legislators.

He said his group fe
that the legislators shoul
number between 13 and 1
members,

The only supporter of th
non-elected county manage
type of administration w
Joe Miller, city manager ¢
Bellevue.

-~
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Mrs. Winifred Heiser of

the East Lake Sammamish
Property Owners Association
supported the concept of an
appointed county administra-
tor when she spoke Tuesday
at a public hearing of the
Kirg Cuuntv Boau:d of Free-
holders. .
It was reported

erro-

neously in the Times yester- -

‘day that Mrs. Heiser support-

N .s <
-~ ed an elected administrator. A 39

-
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In ‘a report to elected freeholders, the Municipal

League of King County has

and recommendation starti

prepared an information
ng point in the prepara-

tion of a Home Rule Charter for King County.

The result of a vearlong ef-
fort, the report contains a
study of the existing county
government structure, as well
as possible alternatives with
their advantages and disad-
vantages. The 50 league mem-
ber volunteers were divided
into subcommittees: Finance,
County Commissioners, Inde-
pendent County Offices and
Comparative County Govern-
ment. .

As a preface to their -six

‘general recommendations, the
:committees tited various prob-
-tems which they feel warrant

"a new chartter.

County Com-

* missioners, for example, have

both legislative and adminis-
trative powers and duties.
There are seven other inde-

. pendently elected officials with
_administrative duties and five

;independently appointed
. ministrators.

ad-
Each acts inde-

' pendently and each establishes
“his own methods of adminis-

- tration.

The resultant situation is

‘that an overall goal or set of

objectives is hard to establish
and harder to administer,

Following are general im-
provements suggesied in the
report:

1. Separate  administrative
and legislative functions.

2. Increase the number of
legislators.

3. Create a strong, overall
administrator.

4. Create modern procedures
for fiscal planning and man-
agement.

5. Provide better methods
for individual citizens to pre-
sent ideas and complaints, as
well as identify with and feel
a part of their government.

6. Provide for long-range
planning and goals.

As to specific suggestions,
the report began by recom-
mending that a provision be
made for a single executive
or administrator. Presently,
there is no contral authority
responsible for the entire
county government operations.
The 10 elected administrators
receive their basic direction

and guidance from the State
Constitution and laws.

According 1o the league re-
port, the administrative re-
quirements imposed on the
Commissioners, along with the
independent authority of the
other elected officials, have
“virtually prevented the com-
missioners from looking at the
total operations of the county
and establishing policy and
direction for it.”

The report recommended
that the position of an admin-
jstrator be established, sepa-
rate from the legislative body
and with the authority to co-
ordinate and be responsible for

‘the total county government

operation.

Two forms of basie struc-
ture that provide for a single
administrator were considered
by the league. These were the
council-manager system -and
the elected chief executive. In
the case of the council-man-
ager system (county manager
plan) the body is elected and
has power to appoint an ad-
ministrative manager. It also
approves the budget and other
plans submitted by the man-
ager. .

In the second type of basic
structure, the elected chief
executive mode, the citizens

{PAL LERGUE REPGNTS TO FREENGLREDS

elect the executive separately
and at large. This system is
used in Georgia, Louisiana,
Maryland, Missouri, New York
and Wisconsin.

In their evaluation of the
independently elected offices,
the league suggested that the
office of coroner, sheriff and
Superior Court clerk be ap-
pointive rather than elective.

With reference to the offices
of county commissioners, the
league recommended that the
number of commissioners be
increased and their adminis-
{rative functions be transfer-
red to the office of the admin-
istrator, the single head ex-
ecutive heretofore mentioned.
The league further advised
that commissioners be elected
at large rather than by dis-
tricts so that “The most inter-
ested and capable individuals
may be elected regardless of
where they live in the county.”

In the issue of partianship,
the league suggested that ei-
ther the elections be non-parti-
san or allow candidates to
choose between party identifi-
cation or non-partisanship.

In reference to personnel
system policies, the league
suggested that a single counfy

personnel system be develop-t
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vote” principle int
ipalities should be
holders writing a_

The freeholders now ave discussing
whether their proposed slate of nine
commissioners should run for offices by

disirict or at la
now represent d
office at large.

8 ravia .
\}/ESTER‘DAY’S Supreme Court deci-
sion extending the ‘“‘one man, one

cHng
- 4

o counties and munic-
of guidance to frec-
King County charter.

rge. Commissioners
istricts bhut run for

adopt ] )
micht reduce or eliminate their

Provision

In light of the Supreme Court de-
cision. the frecholders <hould write into
the eliarter adeguate provision for res
districiing at frequent intervals to cor-
reet inequalitios in shifting population
totals, .

That must be done because experi-
ence shows that elected officials, once
in office, are extremcly rcluctant to

40

any redistricting process that

or cconomic power.

political

-

ed which will achieve the fol- !
Jowing:’

1. Place the personnel office
under the direction of a county
administrator.

2. Rely on merit in all hir-
ing, promotions, salary in-
creases and assignments.

3. Provide for the training
and periodic evaluation of in-
dividual employees.

4. Consider complaints of in-
dividual employees.

5. Provide an emplojee re-
tirement program.

Commenting on the inde-
pendently elected fiscal offi-
cers, the league recommended
that the assessor, the auditor
and the treasurer be made
appointive offices and appoint.
ments made by the legislative
body. i -

The Home Rule Charter, the .
league suggested. should be

simple, short and provide for
the greatest possible adminis-
trative and legislative flexi-

~

bility. }
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case, he should notbe a voting

. member of the tentative li-

man board of commissioners.
However, if the chief executive
{s elected, then he should have
veto powers, the Muny League

~ believes.

The Municipal League thought

‘such an otfice should have a

minimum salary of $25,000,
and that the executive should
be allowed to appoint and re-
move heads of all county de-
partments.

Mrs. Harold Mozer spoke
for the King County League of
Women Voters. This group
wanted policy-making jobs elec-
tive, and thought the chief exe-
cutive job should be appointive
by the commissioner or leg-
islative body, have no vote and
no veto powers.

Partisan politics came into
the meeting with the oratory of
Kenneth Rogstad, chairman of
the Republican Central Com-
mittee, )

He said his organization
agreed with the Freeholders
on election of a larger number
of commissioners, and that
these elected officials should
each represent a restricted con-
stituancy and not be elected
*“at large’ by the county as
a whole. He felt that this would
give closer control of county
government to the voter. His
group wanted the executive po~-
sition filled by appointment by
the elected commissioners.

Following Rogstad’'s rather
lengthy talk, Simon Wampold,
Bellevue, vice chairman of the
Freeholder board, had this to
say:

#As a Democrat, I find my-
self in the unfortunate position
of agreeing with much of what
you had to say. 1 am also
agreeably surprised that youdo
not have horms, after seeing

. some of your press releases.”

Patrick McGillis then spoke
for the Democratic Central
Committee, and said that this
organization hoped that county
government would continue to
be partisan, to reflect the ma-~
jority feeling of the people. He
recommended that the chief
executive be elected for afour-
year term, with a $20-%25,000
salary for the office, that he be
required to live in the county
at least four years before run-
ning for the job. He should
not be allowad to hire and fire
all department heads (auditor,
and assessor offices at least
should be elective)buthe should
have some veto power, :

L. Joe Miller, Balievue city;’
manager, said ke came to tbﬂ'
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meeting to ‘‘share my preju-

dice with you."” In his opinion

the ultimate thing to do was to

appoint the executive, search-

ing out an experienzed, edu~

cated county manager.

Freeholder Wampoldsaidthat

the board had been told that.

a shortage of qualified county
managers existed, and that
among other objecticis to this
appointive position were the
opirdons of Muimomah County
(Oregon) officials that such an
outsider  would  have
knowledge of local problems

and no prestige to offer when .

seeking Federal helps.

Miller denled that any of
these points were true, and ur-
ged that the board not make
the executive head of county
government an administrative
assistant to the chairman of the
board of commissioners. He
was also againstsmalldistricts
or constituancies for elected
commissioners, feeling that
they should be electad by the
county at large.

Mrs. Winifred Heiser of the
East Lake Sammamish Pro=-
perty Owners asked for 9 tc
12 commissioners, elected by
districts and not at large. Her
group wanted the county auditor,
clerk, assessor, prosecutor anc
even the county engineer elec-
tive offices, and even felt that
METRO should be *answerable
to the people’’ and under county
commissioner control.

R, E. Kesterson, speaking
for the Bellevue Area Self Im-
provement Council (BASIC)said
that this group’'s survey showed
that Bellsvue people favoredthe
manager-commissioner form
of government, but that the Oc~
tober questionnaire included no
questions which would indicate
whether the executive shouldbe
elected or appointed.

Ken Windley of the 33rd Dis—{
trict Republicans, sald his
group wanted the executive ap-
pointed . . . and that he should
have specilalized training and
education. However, he would
have no vote, no veto powers,
his tenure of office and his
salary would be at the discre-
tion of the commissioners, as
would his hiring and firing of
department heads be subject
to commissioner approval.

It was Vick Gould, final speak-
er and the only individual who
was speaking for himself, who
urgad the Freeholder board to
“'give us some kind of safety

valve'” with regard to the exe-
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It may be of interest
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Est. 1888

to

Argus readers to know that
the Everett Freeholders have
used up 4/6ths of their span

of life

created for.

Everett voters have a ne\\vlm—'officials, Meeting
abouttwice weekly for the past 13

charter to vote on,
August.

and accomplished
9/10ths of the job they were

weeks, the Freeholders have

This is a most compatibleattended faithfully and_lis-

and well balanced group oftened attentively as

local

{esponfsig)le citizens. Its pat-officjals, national experts and
ern of behavior and accomp- interested eitizens described

.lishment could serve as anthe organization and f

unc-

excellent example for yourtioning of the present county

King County

Freeholders government and proposed

who have been fighting one alternatives. Only after thus

another since they started.

becoming better informed

ROBERT M. HUMPHREY have the Freeholders begun

“Dear Sir: - , »

The letfe); /frgn-&{oberlt M.
Humphrey (Argus, April 5)
praises the Everett city free-
holders and states that the
King_County. Freeholders
have been “fighting one an-
other since they started.” Mr.
Humphrey is not only un-
aware of what the Xing
County Freeholders have
been doing, but he does not
appreciate the value of the
deliberative process.

Far from fighting one an-
other, the Freeholders have
cooperated with each other.
with their staff and with

cutive head of the county gov=-
ernment, T
The Seattle real estate brok=
er, spzaking with a soft south-
ern drawl, added a certain
- amount of levity to themeeting.

He said that county government

is a business, should be run
by a hard, cold business head,
and he urged that a vote of no
confidence or a recall clause
be written into the charter
so that *if the rascal doesn't
perform we can getridofhim.”

The next Freeholder com-
munity forum will be held in
Kent later this month. ﬁ ! |‘i "]

L

e ur..._to deliberate on the majOl‘

Hssues to be dealt with in a
‘county home-rule charter.
Mr. Humphrey states that
the Everett freeholders are
“3 most compatible and well-
balanced group of responsi-
ple citizens,” suggesting that
the King County group has
none of these attributes.
~Meaningful deliberation by
responsible people requires.
indeed depends upon, a thor-
ough airing of all points of
view. What better way to
bring “Home Rule” to King
County?
RICHARD R. ALBRECHT,
Chairman, Board of King
County Freeholdey
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Session in Kent

' ' ive uflh ; P i initiative, refer.
4 A BURNSIDE as elective uflicers . . . or even systemn; whether the county machinery for initiative,

%yu: IC}E)E;;\;,I g’et&%uﬁe’gtx abolished (as might be the case needs a county executive, and, if endum, and recall should be

The King County frecholders of the coroner); whether the so, whether he should be elected retained, modified, or eliminat-

now engaged in drafting a new ¢ounty should have a personnel or appointed; and whether the ed.

county charter will take their

~

work to the Valley April 18 when

they hold a public forum in Kent

City Hall to discuss a new

personnel system for the county.

The hearing will begin at 7:30

p.m. :

The southeastern county
meeting will be the third in a
series of public hearings called
to give local organizations and
residents a chance to present

- their views to freehoiders on
what they believe should be
incorporated into the new char-
ter. The previous two meetings,

-~ including the one held last night
in Bellevue, were concerned
with the county’s proposed legis-
lative body.

~ In a consensus among the
freeholders on the details of how -
this body should operate, all
four of the Valley’s representa-
tives on the board were in

!

Kirkland, Woash.
East Side Journal
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Freeholders

‘slate 2 more |
public foftfhs’

unanimous agreement, Paul
Meyers, executive secretary of
the board, said Monday. These
are Terry McKenna and James
Curran, both of Kent, and How-
ard Bothell and Lyle Schneider,
both of Auburn. Schneider made
his position on the legislative
body known by letter, Meyers
said.

They favor a full-time Board
of County Commissioners com-
posed of nine members serving

staggered four-year terms, the

* preliminary vote indicated.
Meyers noted that all favored
the election of the newly consti-
tuted Board of King County
Commissioners on a geographi-
cal and population basis that
would- follow the present com-
missioner-district division.
Their decision was qualified, he

The Board of King County -
Freeholders, who are drafting
a charter for modernization |

- of county government, will hold
a third and fourth in a series
of public forums at 7:30 p.m.
April 18 in the Kent City Hall

. and April 24 at Shoreline High

:School.

The third will focus on a

" personnel system., The fourth

" will be devoted to new county
departments and whether heads
of these should be elected or
appointed. . ) ’ /

—
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Will Conduct

Public Forums

The board of King County

. Freeholders will conduct the third
-and Fourth in a series of public
forums on April 18th at 7:30 P.M.
in the Kent City Hall and on April
24th at 7:30 P.M. in the Shoreline
High School “Little Theatre'. The
April 18th forum will focus on the
subject of a personnel system under
the county charter, and the April

. 24th forum will be devoted to the
subject of new county departments

and the consideration of whether
such heads of departments should
be elected or appointed. 2 ; 7 7
Actual drafting on the charter
will begin following the public
forums and the deliberations by the
.. King County Freeholders.
. The forums have provided
valuable assistance to the

freeholders in assessing what the .

community would like to see in a
" pew county government.

said, in connection with the . - Y govermmen /'
decision they must also make
concerning whether the new
county executive (which all fa-
vor) should be elective or ap-
pointed. :

“If he were to be elected, then
freeholders would probably pre-
fer ihe eiection of comnmission-
ers by district; if the executive

A €™
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By JERRY BERGSMAN

Thurlow Martin Heggland,
chiel administrative officer
of San Diego County 19
vears until his retirement a
week ago, vosterday support-
ed appoinunent of a King
County manager.

Heggland spoke to the
Board of King.County_Free-
ho'ders, which is drafting &
home-rul'e charter.

‘‘People ought to want
someone who is a qualified
ad-uinistrator and not some-
one who can win a popular-
ity contest,” he said.

Fre

HEGGLAND <:id he could
wark under an elected exec-
utive “but 1 honestlv don't
know if I could fecl I had the
sarme capacity and the sume
scope of office as when I left
the office™ )

He said he would prefer to
work for a board of county
commissioners.

vc-'

Ma

ars Are

In San Diego County, \\'lth
about the same population
as King County, the adminis-
trator is appointed by a
five-member board of super-
visors. The bnard members
are elected by district in
nonparfisan  elections and
have both administrative
and legislative functions.
Seven other department
heads are elected.

Freeholders plan to sep-
arate legislative and admin-
istrative functions and Hegz-
land agreed this is prefera-
ble.

P -~
2a05

d

'

A el

THE AUTHORITY of the
administrator, he said,
grows with the length of
time he is in office. “‘Over a
perind of time. the adminis-
trator linds there is a real
authority that accrues to the
uifice whether it is spelled
out in an ordinance or not,”
Hepzland said.
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The recently-retired chief
.administrative officer of
San Diego County, Calif.,
thinks the job should be
done differently.

. ThurlowM. Heggland,

“who was county manager in

-the Southern California

- county for more than 17

. years and retired just a
week ago, spoke yesterday
to the King County Board of
Freeholders.

The freeholders are drafi-
~ ing a home rule charter.

SAN DIEGO County, he
told them, is run by a five-
man board of supervisors,
which appoints a chief ad-
ministrative officer.

The CAO carries out
board policy. One of his
myriad duties is to review

_ and make recommendations
on all departmental budg-
ets.

The board of supervisors
-is both legislative and ad-
ministrative.

- “I would prefer that the
supervisors do the legisla-
tive work and let the chief
administrative officer do

&j

i@gd

Because many items, are -
referred by the board to the
administrator for analysis
and recommendation, his of-
fice becomes involved in pali-
¢y, he said.

The San Diezo administra-
tor reviews and makes rec-
ommendations on all budgets
and must approve all new
positions requested by elect-
ed and appointed officials.

The question of whether
the official is appeinted or
clected makes little differ-
ence in the administratot’s
dealings with them, Hegg-
land said. ;

Heggland supported the
appointment of all officials
except the sheriff and dis-
trict attorney in San Diezo
County. He endorsed use of
recruitment and promntion
pmcedures or Civil Service
but said tap levels of depart-
ments should nut be protect- -
ed bv it.

. power,” Heggland said.

the administrative work,”
Heggland said.

S80ME OF THE freehold- |
ers suggested that giving .

the CAO so much power
would almost create one-

man rule in many areas of !
Hegg- !
land admitted that many .
policy decisions were made °

county government.

by the supervisors on his
recomn:e. ation.

“1 don't think it would
give one man foo much

told the board when I first
took the job that any time
three of the five disagreed
with me on policy Id step
out of the job.”

Heggland said that a
committee

charter review
will recommend soon that
five of seven county elec-
tive jobs be made appoin-
tive, only the sheriff and
dlstnct attorney, of the sev-

en posts, to remain elec- !

tive.

HEGGLAND  personally
would go one step further
and have the Sheriff ap-
pointed. .

-
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A strong ‘“‘mayor-Council”
form of government on the
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county level was proposed
last night by Henry Seidel, a
former county official who

. now is an aide to Congress-

man Brock Adams.

Seidel told the County
Board of Frechoiders, that
the executive, or ‘‘mayor,”
should be elected because he
will be the most powerful
single influence on county
government. Appointment of
an administrator, Seidel
said, would mean the admin-
istrative and legislative
functions would not be sep-
arated.

SEIDEL ALSO said it is
vital that the executive be
allowed to appoint a legal
counsel for himself and ap-
pointed department heads.
The prosecutor’s office now
provides legal guidance.

Asserting that local gov-
ernment now is a hodge

podge of overlapping
subgovernments, Seidel
said:

“If we can now disentan-
gle ourselves from the suffo-
cating governmental over-
lapping jurisdiction, there
may be a chance that we
can shape our environment
so that we can live in a com-
plex industrial society in
peace and harmony with our
environment.”

Seidel was budget director
for’ former commissioner
Scott Wallace for six years
befere joining Adams’ staff.

Seidel contended there is

u7”<a~4®J ncil Tyoe © overniment

no practical way to establish
one government for King
County and he expressed the
fear that abolishment of the
various governmental units
in a merger would form a
structure too large for effi-
cient management.

BUT, HE SAID, the engi-
neer should have the respon-
sibility of moving toward
elimination of junior taxing
districts providing municipal
services such as water and
sewerage.

He said counties should be
granted powers to provide
the municipal services or
contract with other govern-
mental units to manage the
systems.

He called for electxon of a
county executive and of a
full-time, partisan, seven-
member Board of Commis-
sioners. Commissioners, he
said, should be nominated by
district and elected at large.

HE SAID the auditor, the
prosecutor and a public de-
fender in the prosecutor’s of-
fice should be elected and all
other county officials
appointed by the executive.
The auditor would have au-
diting functions only.

Seidel said the clerical
work of the courts should be
under the supervision of the
executive so judges could
spend all their time on ]Udl-
cial work.

ment of a joint county-city

For_

The Couiity éoqrd of Free-
-holders toﬂay asked county
commissicners to approve
an $11,500 budget for small
expenses.

Richard R. Albrecht,
chairman, said the freehold-
ers have obtained testimony
from leaders in county gov-
‘ernment at little expense,
but that the board should be
_able to rei: nbume them for

enzy Budge?

travel and out - of - pocket
expenses without delay. -

He said the $11,500 would
pay for office supplies, tele-
phones, postage, advisory
services, extra help, fares
and mileage.

The major expenses of the
freeholders are for confrac-
tual services, including those
of the board’s executive sec-
retary and attorney. .

7z

Useione!

£ ‘\;J (Fe
jail, performance budgets in-
stead of a line-item -budgzet,
a central personnel office
that would put merit {irst in
hiring and close coogeration
and coordination of county
government with Metro, the
Port of Seattle and the
Puget Sound Governmental
Conference. He said Bosing
Field should remain under
countv jurisdiction.

Ralph Stender, clerk of the
Board of County Commis-
sioners, supported the con-
cept of an elected auditor as
a check against the board.
He outlined his duties,
stressing that he i3 a deputy
auditor although hs s=ives
as secretary of “the board.

The freeholders_are graft-
ing’a county charter for sub-
mission to voters in Novem-
ber.

Joe e
{ -

Seattle, Wash,
West Scattle Hérald
(Cir. W. 24,000)

Arp 11

uq[len’:_P. c.s.’

Est. 1838

191

-~
)
WA

(73

Tk Freeholders Set

He called for establish- "

Public Forums;! -

third and fourth in a series ©
public forums Apr'l 18, at 7:3
p.m. in the Kent City Hall an
April 24 at 7:30 p.m. in th
Shoreline High School *“Littl
Theatre.”

The April 18 forum will focu
on the subject of a personne
system under the county char:
er, and the April 24 forur
will be devoted to the subjec
of new county depirtments an
the consnderauonior whethe
such heads of department

should be elected or appointec
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N ‘ar/1 exercise of bureaucratic fore-
sight, the Board of King County Com-
missioners has authorized expansion of
the proposed Courthouse annex to pro-
vide additional office space which the
. board expects will be needed if the
county government is reorganized by
adoption of a home-rule charter.

The annex had been planned as an
eight-floor structure. But with the free-

holders favoring enlarging ihe Board
() omimnissioners from its present
three-member size to nine, the annex
is deemed (by the present board) to
be too small.

Hence the extra floor now author-
ized, in which the proposed nine-mem-
ber board of commissioners might be
housed in suitable fashion to match the
penthouse quarters of Seattle’s mayor
in the not-long-azo completed Municipal
Building.

The action by the commissioners
proves anew a theory of political reali-

(Cir.
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Tha Board of King County
Conunissicners has  agrecd
to add another floor to the
proposed administrative
building at a cost of $300,000
to $100.060.

On the basis
plans, showing
floors and three
the cost would have been
$4.95 million. The plan
change is based on proposals
by the County Board of
Frezholders to increase the
numbar of county commis-

. sioners from three to nine.

Bids on the building are
expected about June 1. Ten-
ants in the block bounded by
Fourth and Fifth Avenues
and Jefferson and James
Streets, site of the building,
will be given notice to move
by May 19 so that demoliticn
_can begin.

of Earlier
five full
part floors,

Building That len’t

ties enunciated in Parkinson’s laws—
that the growth of government rises by
a numerical factor greater than its re-
sponsibilities for governing.
Specifically, the commissioners must
be convinced that the modernized gov-
ernment contemplated by the free-
holders will be bigger county govern-
ment. Otherwise, the older Courthouse
and its annex—which supposedly was
to accommodate future growth-—would
have filled the bill for the Utopian
home-rule system now being devised.

Annex
Coing Up

County Commissioners
" decided yesterday to add

_ one more story to the pro-

jected administrative annex
across 4th Avenue from the

. eourthouse.

The additional floor, in-
creasing the structure to
nine stories, will add from
$300,000 to $400,000 to the
previously estimated $1.95
*million cost.

COMMISSIONERS said
the decision was based on
? the possible enactment of a
- county charter and possible
enlargement of the Board of
Commissioners ~from_three
members to nine.
Demolition of the Holland
Hotel and other buildings
‘on the block will begin
June 1.
~ Bids for construction of
the new building will be
called in July.
Construction will be
around Aut. 1. -

gin

In short, the proposed annex is out- -

grown before it is built.

This should surprise no one because
no one ever heard of a modernized
unil of government that didn’t end up
larger than the form it replaced. .

And, of course, the commissioners
are assuring that in any futuse short-
ages of office space they or their suc-
cessors will have ample space staked

out for.their convenience and comfort.

s
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Frecholder Forum

Will Study Personnel

By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE

Our County News Burcau
The King County freeholders
now engaged in drafting a new

- county charter will take their

work to the Valley April 18 when

" they hold a public forum in Kent
~City Hall to discuss a new

personnel system for the county.
The hearing will begin at 7:30
p-m. :
The southeastern county
meeting will be the third in a
series of public hearings called
to give local organizations and
residents a chance to present

: their views to freeholders on
"what they believe should be
- incorporated into the new char-

ter. The previous two meetings,

“including the one held . recently

in Bellevue, were concerned

" with the county's proposed legis-
. lative body.

In a consensus among the

would follow he present com-

freeholders on the details of how
this body should operate, all
four of the Valley’s representa-
tives on the board were in
unanimous agreement, Paul
Meyers, execume secretary of
the board, said last week. These
are Terry McKenna and James
Curran, both of Kent, and How-
ard Bothell and Lyle Schneider,
both of Auburn. Schrieider made
his position on the legislative
body known by letter, Meyers
said.

They favor a full-time Board
of County Comimissioners com-
posed of nine members serving
staggered four-year terms, the
preliminary vote indicated.

Meyers noted that all favored
the election of tne newly consti-
tuted Board of King County
Cornmissioners on a geographi-
cal and population basis that

U et basy

" ww 4 g

L T b

missioner-district division.
Their decision was qualified, he
said, in connection with the
decision they must also make
concerning whether the new
county executive (which all fa-
vor) should be elective or ap-
pointed.

*“If he were to be elected, then
freeholders would probably pre-
fer the election of commission-
ers by district; if the executive
were to be apnointed, it was the
feeling they would want to make

some commissioners — or legis-

lators — at large,” Meyers said.
Apparently the entire group of
freeholders, including the Valley

representatives, is reluctant to -

embark upon any charter provi-
sions that would require redis:
tricting, although the charter
probably will include machinery
to set up a redistricting commis-

sion. Until then, it was likely
.. that each present commissioner °
. districf would have threc com- :
missioners nominated and elect- :
~ed by district, the secretary '

reported.

Still ahead of the group are ‘;

decisions on wheather the coun-

ty’'s other elected officials |
should be appointed or continue

as elective officers . . . or even
abolished (as might be the case
of the coroner); whether the
county should have a personnel
system; whether the county
needs a county executive, and, if
so, whether he should be elected
or appointed; and whether the

machinery for initiative, refer- o
endum, and recall should be !
retained, modified, or eliminat- :
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Al the risk of raising the
hackles of trailer owners, it
is gratifying {o find - 3 School
Official  willing 10 officially
object to proposcd mobile
home developments.
1 refer to a receni leticr
from Fife School Superinten-
dent W. Carl Stegman to the
Fife and Milton Town Coun-
cils in which he said:
sThe board wishes to en-
ter its strong objection to the
opening of the area to mobile
home developments because
of the lack of property re~
venues available . . . both
for school building purposes
and school maintenance and
operation requirements.
The board’s feeling, Dr.
Stegman said, is that such
developments should be ban-
ned until appropriate mobile
home tax revenues are pro-
vided the schools by the leg-
islature.
The letter was prompted by
plans for a $1.8 million com-
plex, Fife Gardens, to be lo-
cated on 34 acres adjacent
to the east side of the Fife
Schools complex.
The school official contend~
ed that the developer should
‘be required to designate a
certain portion of his land for
school use, eitherthrougha
dedication or by selling it at
no higher than the original
cost.
The controversy over mob-
ile homes in the Federal Way
District on this same basis
found ro official support from
. our School Board despite the
_ fact that it would have been

of the utmost concern to them
' ...as it is to the Fife Board.
: tex

The Current Freeholder

-study of a new County Gove-

. ernment structure for the vot-
ers next November appears to
perhaps have created an un-
desirable reaction from the
© now governing body.

My point is that the Coun-
U Commissionars have sofar
ignored a three month old
consultants report recom=-
mending the consolidation of
the two road*districts as w»11
as other consolidations - =
in the framework of the pre-
sent County government.
Would it not seem that the

Commissioners are awaiting *

the freeholder recommenda-
tions before they take action
on this . . . and other prob-
lems . . . such as the dog
leash law,

Yct, as pointed out in the
Municipal News, the consul-
tants repoit states that since

1939 two imporiant factors

have been noted. .

1. The accelerated urban-
ization in the western Sec-
tion of King County has re-
sulted in increased demands
for county services, The re«
port said, “results haiebeen
less than sutisfaciory, some-
times producing unwarrent
ed annexations of incorporat-
ed arcas and/or the crea-
tion of special districts .-
sewer, water,drainage, and SO
forth.”” In light of this the
report recommends the re-
stricturing of the preseniEn~
gineering Department o car~
ry the responsibility for all
the county’s public work func~
tions.

2. The second considera-

tion concerns the Freehold-
er’s Commission and their
drafting of a charter. If this
charter is approved by the
volers it will undoubtecly af-
fect most county depariments
and functions, The recom-
mendations by the consulting
firm were designad o com-
pliment and not conflict with
matiers to be considered by
the Freeholders,

This brings me back to re~
commendations made in this
column in the past, not only
consolidation at the top, but
also consolidation of our pre-
sent taving districts, Sewer,
water, etc., with a good ‘start
made by the recent consoli-
dations of the Federal Way
and Lakeland Fire Districts
and the pending merger of the
Sylvia Pines and Des Moines
Sewer District,

Qur iremendous growth {0~
day and in the future demands
that this be done to avoid
duplication, which in turmn

brings unnecessary costs to -

the home - owner.

Locally, the other avenue
will be incorporation, which,
would I hops, accelerate these

consolidations, ) P
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Two officials lm!g famail-
jar with country govern-
ment agreed at a frechold-
er's meeting last night that
the county auditor remain
an mdrpendcnﬂy elected of-
ficial, not an appointee of
county government heads.

Ralph J. Stender, veteran
clerk of the Board ot County
Commissioners, res ponded
in answer to a qunﬁuon that
the audilor should remain
an elected officer, free {0
examine the budgetl and all
other fiscal functxons

Henry Seidel, who was
budget director for the
county for six years before
becoming administrative
assistant to Rep. Brock Ad-
ams in 1964, told the free-
holders that “the auditor
should remain an elected
official for the reason that
there must be an indeperd-
ent check of the accounting
and business practices of
the elected officials.”

STENDER, himseli a
deputy auditor serving the
commissioners as their
clerk, was asked why com-
missioners shouldn’t be al-
lowed to appoint their clerk
themselves. He answered
that the clerk “must be free
to telt them they're about to
ijo §omething they can't
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Stender added thet he has
been calied an ebstruction-
ist for doing that at times
during his 2 vears serving
the boaxd As to whether
the commissinners’ legal
adviser shauld be an ap-
pointive or elective official,
Stender responded he
should be an independent
official as be now is in the
person of the pro<ecv_t01
even thouzh of the oppasite
political party.

Some  commis<ioners
might have tried to infiu-
ence their adviser had he
been their appointee, Sten-
der pointe¢ out. Seidel's
reconumendztions  differed
-from Stender's in that Sei-
del would nave an elected
county miavor given power

to appoint the county’s civil

legal adviscr.

He would also have the
power to appoint the sher-
iff, treasurer and assessor
although Seidel agreed tie
auditor should remain elect-
ed. He also recommended
“a merit system for county
employes, with hiring first
on the basis of merit and
second on the basis of poli-
tics.”

He recommended the
commissioners be their own
planning commissioners
with_ appeals being taken
from their decisions to the
courts.

The freeholders are re-
ceiving views of officials
and citizens before draliing
a charter for submission te
the volers proposing a re-
vamping of county govern-
ment. K

a7
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The ng County Board of Freeholders
is beginning to get down to the nitty-gritty
of decision-making in preparation for the
drafting of a new charter to offer the voters
in November.

One of the first “big” decmons came re-
cently when the freeholders took a tentative
position that the policy-making board of
county commissioners should be enlarged
from the present three members to nine
members, each elected to a staggered four-
year term by voters in the district he will
represent.

While the proposal would continue
commissionerships as a partisan office, it
would offer a direct break with the present
election system in which the three commis-
sioners are nominated by voters in the dis-
trict they represent but elected by all voters
in the county.

Although no firm decision on this has
yet been reached, it was considered likely
that whatever type of a chief executive is
provided for the county, such an executive
would be elected at-large.

The question is bound to arise. Why.
should King County need nine fulltime
commissioners? That’s six more than at
present, in addition to the consideration
being given for election of a chief executive.
And that’s a total of seven officials. )

It’s easy enough to understand the need
for a board of commissioners larger than the
present three. The burdens of the position
have escalated. And a two-man majority —
generally political — is not always the most
desirable way of settling some of the weighty
problems with which the commissioners
must cope.

But why nine? Wouldn't five do? Or even
seven?

Whatever the number, there apparently .
still remains the decision on how to set up
the districts geographically.

One part of the apportionment prob-
lem — regardless of how many districts ulti-
mately are involved — was put in focus Mon:

——~—

But Why Nine On Coumy Board?

APR 1 4 1888 Renton, Wash. , 2 - Ty
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day by the United States Supreme Court.

The court in an historic 5-to-3 decision
put local government under its one-man,
one-vote rule as it derives from the equal-
protection clause of the 14th Amendment to
the Constitution.

As a practical matter, the ruling is in-
terpreted to mean that each district of a
whole which elects persons to public office
must be nearly equal in population to all
other elective districts of the whole. Thus,
it would require that the commissioner dis-
tricts of King County — whether there be
three, five, seven or nine — be roughly
equivalent to each other in population and,
hence, voters. In this manner, the vote of a !
man in one district carries about the same
“weight” as that of a voter in any other
district. And that, in the view of the court,
makes all men equal ... one man, one vote.

Reapportlonment obviously, will be
some time in coming about. There is, how-
ever, something the Board of Freeholders is -
now doing to continue to keep their deliber-
ations at the grass-roots level.

The board has now scheduled one of its
public sessions for the Valley, thxs to be in
Kent City Hall on April 18.

The forum will be the freeholders’ thlrd
public session, and basically will be keyed
to discuss the possibility of establishing a
new personnel system for the county in the
new charter. Previous hearings were held
in the Courthouse and in Bellevue.

The Kent hearing will give all resi-
dents of the Valley an opportunity to meet
with the freeholders and give the officials
the benefit of their grass-roots thinking con-
cerning what should or should not be inthe
new county charter. The South County area
is well and ably represented on the board,
but undoubtedly there are many in the area
who would welcome the opportunity to voice
their opinions on charter revision... and to
do it close to home. .

Thanks, frecholders, for making it
possible. S

rd
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An $11,500 budget for small
"expenses was requested bythe
County Board of Freeholders
on April 11.

Richard R. Albrecht, chair-

Tolisetln
Kent Thussday

-\ publ'ic forum to discuss a

To Meat In
Kent Thursdey

[ r,
final fall
The board of King County

freeholders will conduct the
third and i srth in a series

i new personne} system for King
) County will be held by freehold-

r ers at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow in the

Kent city holl.

+ The Kent meeting will be the

i third in a series of public

I hearings called to give . local

1 organizations and residents a’
t chance to present their views to

1 freeholders on the ncw charter

- provisions. , :

+  Previous meetings dealt with

ithe county's proposed legislative ,

-of public ferums Thursday,
‘April 18 at 7:30 p.m, in the
Kent City Hal} and Wednesday,
.at 7:30 p.m, in the Shoreline
High School ““Little Theatre,”
The April 18 forum will focus
on the subject of a personnel
system under the county char-
ter , and the April 24 forum
will be devoted to the subject
of new county departmentsand
the consideration of whether
such heads of departments
should be electedofappointed,

body, probably to be a full-time

board of nine commissioners .

serving on staggered four-year
terms and elected on a geo-
graphical and population dis-

trict. -
Burien, Wash., 4.

The first forum concerned
the legislative body, and the
second forum was devoted to
the subject of the chief exe-
cutive,

Actual drafting on thechar-
:er will begin following the

man, explained that the free- ‘
holders have -obtained testi-
mony from leaders in county

" government at little expense,

but that the board should be
able to reimburse them for
travel and other expenses
without delay.

He ponted out that the
$11,500 budget would pay for
fares and mileage, extrahelp,
advisory services, postage, |
telephones,
plies.

and office sup-

At this time, the major ex-

penses for the toard are for
contractural scrvices, inclu-
ding those of the board’s ex-
ecutive secretary ard attor- j trict.

A public forum to discuss a
new personnel system for King
County will be held by freehold-
ers at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow in the
Kent city hall.

The Kent meeting will be the
third in a serics of public
hiearings called to give local
organizations and residents a
chance to present their views to
freeholders on the new charter
provisions. )

Previous meetings dealt with
the county's proposed legislative
body, probably to be a full-time
board of nine commissioners
serving on staggered four-year
terms and elected on a geo-
graphical and population dis-

4
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thivd™and fourth in a series of
public forums on April 18, 7:30
p.m., in the Kent City Hall and
on April 24, 7:30 p.m., in the
Shoreline High School “Little
Theatre.”

The April 18 forum wili focus
on the subiect of a personnel
system under the county char-
ter, and the April 24 forum will
be devoted to the subject of new
county depariments and the

valuable assistance to the Free-
holders in assessing what the
community would like to see in
a new county government. Ap-
proximately 60 persons attend-
ed the forum on April 2 in Belle-
vue; and the Freeholders anti-
cipate greater public involve-
ment as they begin their
deliberations on the various

areas of the charter. All of the

Freeholders' deliberation ses-

consideration of whether such
heads of departments should
be elected or appuinted.

The first forum was held on
‘March 16, corcerning the legis-
lative body; and the second
forum was oa April 2, and was
devoted to the subject of the
chief executive.

Aciual drafting on the char- |
ter will begin following the /.
public forums and the delibera-
Lions by the King County Free

_sions are open to the public.
4 o
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. The Board of King County Freeholders will conduct the

" fourth in its series of public forums at 7:30 p.m. tormorrow
in the Kent City Hall and at 7:30 p.m. next Wednesday,
April 24, in the Shoreline High.School *‘Little Theatre™.

The April 18 forum will focus on
the subject of a personal system
under the county charter; the April
24 forum will be devoted to the
subject of new county departments
and the consideration of whether
such heads of departments should

- beelected or appointed.

The first forum, March 16
concerned the legislative body; the
second forum on April 2 was
devoted to the subject of the chief
executive.

Actual drafting-on the charter

will begin following the public
forums and the deliberations by the
King County Freeholders.

The forums have provided
valuable assistance to

new county government.
Approximately 60 persons
attended the last forum April2. and
the frecholders anticipate greater
public involvement as they begin
_ their deliberations on the various
areas of the charter.
All of the freeholders’
deliberation sessions are open {o
the public. - .
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For Expenses

An $11,500 budget for small
"expenses was requested by the
County Board of Freeholders
on April 11,

Richard R. Albrecht, chair-
man, explained that the free-
holders have -obtained testi-
mony {rom leaders in county
government at little expense,
but that the board should be
able to reimburse them for
travel and other expenses
without delay.

He ponted out that the
$11,500 budget would pay for
fares and mileage, extrahelp,
advisory services, postage,
telephones, and office sup-
plies.

. At this time, the major ex~
penses for the board are for

~ contractural services, inclu-
ding those of the board’s ex-
ecutive secretary and atior-
ney. .

Edmonds, Wash.
Tribune-Review
(Cir. W. 4,575) .
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Tax Reform

PTA Topic

A panel of experts on Con-

" stitutional Revislon and Tax
Reform -#ill be featured on the
program of the PTA District
18 annual spring conference
planned April 22 at Woodway
High School, 23200 100th West,

" Edmonds. -

Members of the panel will be
Rep. Slade Gorton, member of
the legislature from the 46th
District and house majority
leader; Senator Martin J. Dur-
kan, ways and means chairman;

and Mrs. Edmond H. Brand, -

first vice president of the

League of Women Voters of

Washington.  Mrs. Douglas

Nerth, King County fresholder, ”

will be modsrator.

The speakers will tell what k
citizens can do to help bring

about tax reiorm.

The e¢vening will begin with
registration and refreshments
at 6:30 and the program and
election of officers will be at
7:30. - , o

‘/4//,,,; p.C.B.
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To i‘aﬂse? In
Kent Thursday

A public forum to discuss a
new personnel systemn for King
County will be held by freehold-
ers at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow in the
Kent city hall.-

The Kent meeting will be the
third in a series of public

.hearings called to give local

organizations and residents a
chance to present their views to
freeholders on the new charter
provisions. .
Previous meetings dealt with
the county’s proposed legislative
body, probably to be a full-time
board of nine commissioners
serving on staggered four-year
terms and elected on a geo-
{;r_a?hlcal and population dis-
rict.
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By Our County News Bureau

One of the crucial decisions
facing freeholders in their job of
drafting a new county charter
will be the subject of a public
hearing slated for Thursday
night at 7:30 p.m. in Kent City
Hall. That is the question of

. whether King County should
. adopt a personnel system to
; regulate the employment and

conduct of the county’s large
work force.
Paul Meyer, executive officer

. of the Board of Freeholders,

said the board would welcome
the participation of individuals
and spokesmen for community
groups who wish to go on record

ot
[

ders To Face Problem
Of Personnel Tomorrow Night

Seidel viewed its success in
solving the problem of sewage
disposal such that it may also
hold the key to other problems
as rapid transit.

Although the freeholders have
not formally started the actual

+ writing of the charter, a series

of votes, the first on the compo-
sition and function of the Board
of County Commissioners, have
indicated a growing consensus

on the subject. The hearing is-

the third in a series of four
scheduled at key parts of the
county to sample local opinion
on how the new charter should

_be written, he said.

Meanwhile, freeholers contin-
ued their schooling in county
government last week as they
heard Henry Seidel, former
budget director for ex-County
Commissioner Scott Wallace
.and now aide to Seventh District
Congressman Brock Adams,
make suggestions for new direc-
tions in county government.

Among those proposals were
that King County should be
granted municipal permission to

- operate water systems, sewage

systems, fire systems, and po-
lice departments; that King
County should be granted au-
thority to enter into contracts
with other municipalities to
manage their municipal
systems, and that the functions
of the planning department and
the planning commission be
assumed by the County Commis-
sioners.

“The planning commission
should be the county council,”
Siedel declared. *“‘Since the
county council is a legislative
body, this function in reality is a
legislative function. The council
should also be a full-time body,
as no other function of govern-
ment will assume the impor-
“tance to the people of the county
-in its environmental aspects
than this function.”

i A
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strong supporter of Metro,
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among the body. At the present”
time, it was learned, a vote on
the functions of a county manag-.

er or mayor will be taken at an .
executive session this week. -

Major split, and it appears to be -
an even one, is not whether the "
county should or should not have |
a manager, but whether the

position should be elective or .-

appointive.
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The Bb'arc( of King County Freeholders will conduct the

fourth in its series of public forums at 7:30-p.m. tomorrow
in the Kent City Hall and at 7:30 p.m. next Wednesday,

April 24, in the Shorelin~ High

The April 18 forum wil: focs ¢a
the subject of a personal systein
under the county charter; the April
24 forum will be devoted to the’
subject of new county departments
and the consideration of whether
such heads of departments should
be elected or appointed.

The first forum, March 16
concerned the legislative body; the
second forum on April 2 was
devoted to the subject of the chief
executive.

Actual drafting on the charter
will begin following the public
forums and the deliberations by the
King County Freeholders.

The forums have provided
valuable assistance to the
freeholders in assessing what the
community would like to see in a -
new county government.

Approximately 60 persons
attended the last forumApril 2, and |

§

3

chool “Little Theatre™.

the freeholders anticipate greater
public involvement as they begin
their deliberations on the various
areas of the charter.

All of the freeholders’
«deliberation sessions are open to
the public. . -
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Freeholders _

forum at Shoreline High School on
-April 24 at 7:30 p.m. This is one of a

The board of the King County
series.

Freeholders will conduct a public

¢
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< By Our County News Bureau
r One of the crucial decisions
» facing frecholders in their job of
drafting a new county charter
- 4 will be the subject of a public
i hearing slated for Thursday
night at 7:30 p.m. in Kent City
" Hall. That is the question of
} whether King County should
{ adopt a personnel system to
: regulate the employment and
1 conduct of the county’s large

+ work force. )

Paul Meyer, executive officer
. of the Board of Freeholders,
Nsaid the board would welcome

Kent, Wash.

News-Journa

(Cir. W. 8,681 Paid 4,519 Free)
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Kent Freeholder Meat Shori: 20 Persons Cam

It didn't tai:e the King County freeholders long to

< ~appeal board.
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the participation of individuals
and spokesmen for community
groups who wish to go on record
on the subject. The hearing is

the third in a series of four

scheduled at key parts of the
county to sample local opinion
on how the new charter should
be written, he said.

Meanwhi'e, freeholers contin-
ved their .chooling in county
government last week as they
heard Henry Seidel, former
budget director for ex-County
Commissioner Scott Wallace
and now aide to Seventh Distr.ict

v

i

S/ Frecholders To Face Problem
Personnel Tomorrow Night

Congressman Brock Adams,
make suggestions for new direc-
tions in county government.
Among those proposals were
that King County should be
granted municipal permission to
operate water systems, sewage
systems, fire systems. and po-
lice departments; that King
County should be granted au-
thority to enter into contracts
with other municipalities to
manage their municipal
systems, and that the functions
of the planning department and
‘h. t} n.’ng commission be
assumed by the County Commis-

“sioners.

“The planning commission
should be the county council,”
Siedel declared. *Since the
county council is a legislative

. body, this function inreality isa 7 :
SR e position should be elective or

legislative function. The council
should also be a full-time body,
as no other function of govern-
ment will assume the impor-
tance to the people of the county
in its environmental aspects
than this function.”

A strong supporter of Metro,
Seidel viewed its success in
solving the problem of sewage
disposal such that it may also

as rapid transit. .

Although the freeholders have
not formally started the actual
writing of the charter, a series
of votes, the first on the compo-
sition and function of the Board
of County Commissioners, have
indicated a growing consensus
among the body. At the present
time, it was learned, a vote on
the functions of a county manag-
er or mayor will be taken at an
executive sessibn this week.

Major split, and it appears to be
an even one, is not whether the
county should or should not have
a manager, but whether the

appointive.

Actual writing of the charter
is expected to begin sometime
next month, Meyer said.

‘hold the key to other problems

- personnel changeover every

hear the public's suggestions on a new personnel system
for the county Thursday in the Kent City Hall. About 20
persons showed for the meeting with fewer than half of
them from South King County.

The southeastern county public forum was third in a

series of hearings called to give local organizations and
residents a chance to present their views to freeholders
on what they believe should be incorporated into a new
county charter the iree holders are drafting.

Except for Dave Mooney, former Kent councilman,
all the speakers giving suggestions were from either
Seattle or North King County.

Up for public hearing was the need for a personnel
system. All of the groups represented agreed that there
should be a system based on personal merit, that the top

- administrator of the system and the secretarv be elected

‘and that the system allow for hiring and firing of, -

personnel by the executive, with a separate apgprivate
- Flexibility Urged :
’ The personnel director grould in turn be responsible
to this executive, it was suggested, but the system must
be flexible enough to allow for change when the executive
is changed. Therefore, there would not be a complete
time a new executive came
into office. . , . N . '
Most agreed that some restrictions should be placed
in-the charter about recruitment. Suggestions include
residency and voter status but such restrictions should

.~ not be so selective as to ignore qualified persons.

Represegtatives of the 33rd District Republican Club
said something should be in the charter stating that 10
per cent of the county employes should be Negroes or of a
minority group.

Another speaker felt the county should not give
special preferences to certain persons such as veterans.
Some positions would go unfilled in preference to

acceptance of a poorly qualified veteran-wait extra
points for military service.

Mooney Offers Views -

Mooney, who was not a scheduled speaker, said the
county must be run as a business.

**To change politics and employes at the same time is
not the most efficient way to run a business,” he said.

. Mooney said he didn't think three county commis-
sioners could do the job as effectively as five men, but
that as many as nine members serving staggered,
four-year terms would not be necessary.

Other speakers suggested enlarging departments of
the county and having a group of laymen over the various
departments. This group would give the public a source
of appeal other than the courts, when a particular
department said “no” to a request.

The freeholders will offer their next public forum at

7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Shoreline High School. This
hearing will be devoted to the subject of new county
departments and whether heads of such departments
should be elected or appointed. :

-
o
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By JERRY BERGSMAN

A civil service-type svstem
to bring qualified career em-
ployes to county government
was endorsed last night at a
public hearing held by the
Board of Freeholders.

Tieearhig—was in the
Kent City Hall. Creation of a

personnel system will be dis-

cussed by the freeholders
April 27,

No one opposed the con-
cept of a systemn to make
qualified county emploves
secure in their jobs. Walter

Barclay, who retired recent- -

Iy fron the County Clerk’s
Oifice, blamed the lack of
security for failure of the
county to attract young peo-
ple to government employ-
ment.

SEVERAL speakers said
labor was opposad fo civil
service. But Art Kent, vice

- president of the Renton Divi-

sion of the King County La-
bor Council, said,
bor is not against civil serv-
ice.”

State Representative Jo-
seph L. McGavick, who par-
ticipated in a study of per-
sonnel systems in the Legis-
lative Council, proposed a
civil service-tvpe system. He
said rules of the commission
should be ratified bv the
county commissioners and
said appeals’ hearings by the
commission should not be
public.

Mrs. Billie Nichols, retired
executive secretary of the
Superior Courts and author
of an initiative for county
civil service, said the Civil
Service Commission should

. T\;gg System
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I C@ unty Governr
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“all of la-.

have control over drafting of
rules. Mrs. Patricia J. Van
Almkerk, president of the
County Employes Associa-
tion, also supported a per-
sonnel plan.

Pat Dillenburg, represent-
ing the 33rd District Republi-
can Club, said, a merit sys-
tem should contain a non-dis-
crimination clause and pro-
vide that at least 10 per cant
of those hired would be from
minority groups.

OTHERS ENDORSED a
non -discrimination clause
but opposed a quota systemn
for minority persons.

Helen Lea, a former biolo-
gy teacher, urged that veter-

ans not be given preference.

The League of Women Vot-
ers and the Kant Chamber of
Commerce endorsed a merit
system.

Other subjects brought
these remarks:

Chet Wheeler, chairman of

the County Planning Com-
mission, suggested lay com-
missions be used on a bread-
er basis in county govern-
ment so the public has
“some place to go to get
some relief.” Hez said com-
missions should be created
over the Enzineering and
Health Departizents.

The Kent Chamber and
Wheeler endorsed election of
a county assessor. Wheeler
also favored election of the
sheriff. An appointed admin-
istrator drew the support of
Wheeler, the chamber and
Dave Mooney, former Kent
mayor.

Contending that “the great
nead is the return of county
government to the people,”
Mooney said geographic as
well as population factors
should be considered in

_drawing districts Yor county

/

commissioners.

N



illen's p.c.B.  FEst. 1888
gwmf"ag—ﬁ@ﬂf%’“ﬂ‘f‘"
R wten) I () R A

7N

By JERRY RERGS: H'\'

Creation of a stronz may-
or-council form of govern.
ment at the county I(‘\ el was
th- 90s: ‘tion taken yesterday
by e Xisg County unty Bnard of
I""‘(‘h-v ders,

But the decisinn was a
shaky one that cauld be ov-
erturned in favor of an ap-
pointed manager,

THE FREEHOLDERS vot-
ed S to 6 for the elected ex-
ecutive, A change of one
vote could reverse the out-
come.

A number of frecholders
indicated they planned to
push for that reversal,

Lyle Schneider, the onlyv
freeholder not present, had
indicated earlier that he
leans toward an appainted
administrator. And Jack
Geoffroy, who voted yestor-
day for an elected exccutive,
said he would favor an ap-
pointed administrator if
county commissioners are
elected county-wide instead
of by districts.

On Dlarch 30, the freehold-
ers had voted strongly in fa-
vor of election of commis-
sioners by district. But scv-
eral indicated they would

* switch their vote on that po-

sition rather than losn in the
method of selecting the ad-
ministrator,

Simon Wampold pave nie
tice he will ask ‘atm that the
board reconsider county-
wide election of commission-
ers in the hope a reversal
will put Geoffrov it the side
of an appointed administra-
tor.

All positions taken so far
are tentative, althouzh onne-
sided votes have indicated a
change will be difficult. The
final decision will come
when freeholders vote on
written Charter provisions.
So far, none have been put
on paper. ’

BECAUSE OF THT ser-
ious split on the question of
an executive, however, Rich-
ard Albrecht, chalrman in-
dicated he will give e‘er)-
one an opportunitv to vote
again on the positiens taken
s0 far. .

By 11 tn 2, the frechelders
made it clear they want tn

—— e ]

spell out, in the Charter,
professional qualifications
ior an appointed manager
under an eclected executive.

The split that opened yes-
terday was the first in the
freeholder deliherations
since the carly weeks of or-
ganization this vear.

A number of atie: npts to
celay taking a vote on the
questions faijed.

Wampoid, Terry McKenna,
Don McDonald, James Cur-
ran, Rohert Eberle and Hov-
ard Bothell voted apainst an
elected executive. But Mec-
Donald and Bathell are hold-
ing out f{ar another alterna-
tive: Selection nf a chairman
of the board by and from
among the clected cominis-
sioners.

This, they maintain, wnuld
keep the balance of power
hetween the executive and
commissioners equal.

Curran, McKenna and
Wampold were the leaders in
the effort to have an appoint-
ed administrator.

CURRAN SAID the elected

executive would diffuse the

responsibility between two
sections of county govern-
ment, the administrator and
legislative body. He said nei-
ther would emerge as a.
strong leader,

Wampold contended the

the stage was set for an
elected exrcutive when the
freehalders decided commis-
sinners should be full-time
and elected hy district on a
partisan basis,

Paul Friedlander argued
that penp! have a right to
vote {or tho\e who govern
theny.

THE FREELHOLDERS vot-
ed to give an elected execu-
tive the veto power, which
can be overridden by a two-
thirds vote of the commis-
sioners; that there should be -
no resxdoncv requirement he-
\nnd being a registered vot-
~ci for” the execitive, “and
that the exccutive vould run
nn .a partisan basis for a

four-year term and would
have the power’ to appoint
department heads, . s

Freeholders plan to deter-
mine what department heads
will be appointed later. They
also indicated they will de- .
cide if some department- :
- head appointments should be

confirmed by the commijs
sioners. //c,-

b= : BRI
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apponinted administrator

would bz freed from “dayv to
day petty politics and pollt1~
cal chnres” and provide the
county with a professionally
trained person tn provide
businesslike management.
An clcc ed executive gives
county government a politi-
cal panf\ with city govern-
ment, Robert Block argued.
He called this impartant in
providinz lines of communi~
cation betwzen the two.

Sunporting an elected ex-

ecutive, Lois North kontend-

ed the voters want control

over those in snffice so res-
ponsibility is fived. She said
an  elected executive will
have a stoke in the commu-
nity, and elaection of one offi-
cial in a county-wide cam-
paizn will proncﬂ a dialog
on arca-wide issues.

Albrecht said thcre is a .

need for people to identify
with  those responsihle in
sovernment, He contended

.
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It didnt take the King County freeholders long to
hear the public's suggestions on a new personnel system
for the county Thursday in the Kent City Hall. About 20
persons showed for the meeting with fewer than half of
themn from Scuth King County.

The southeastern county public forum was third in a
series of hearings called to give Jocal organizations and
residents a chance to present their views to freeholders
on what they believe should be incorporated into a new
county charter the free holders are drafting.

Except for Dave Mooney. former Kent councilman,
all the speakers giving suggestions were from either
Seattle or North King County. .

Up for public hearing was the need for a personnel
system. All of the groups represented agreed that there
should be a systemn based on personal merit. that the top
administrator of the system and the secretary be elected,

T Kent, Wash.

News-Journal
(Cir. W. 8,681 Paid 4,519 Free)

por 23 5P

Aller’s p.c.n.

Est. 1888

/F}eehbilde_rs -
Will Hear
Consultant

Py Our County News Bureay

Tie president of the Balti-
more firm which has made
several studies of King County
government has been invited to
speak to the Board of King
County Freeholders May 4, Paul
Meyers, exccutive secretary of

and that the system allow for hiring and firing of
personnel by the executive, with a separate and private
appeal board. . R -
Flexibility Urged

The personnel director should in turn be responsible
to this executive, it was suggested, but the system must
be flexible enough to allow for change when the executive
is changed. Therefore, there would not be a complete
personnel changeover every time a new executive came
into office.

Most agreed that some restrictions should be placed
in the charter about recruitment. Suggestions inciude
residency and voter status but such restrictions should
not be so selective as to ignore qualified persons.

Representatives of the 33rd District Republican Club
said something should be in the charter stating that 10

- per cent of the county employes should be Negroesorofa -

minority group. -

Another speaker felt the county should not give
special preferences to certain persons such as veterans.
Some positions would go unfilled in preference to

— S R
lacts
. Election
g s

By I'rechol

In a back and forth, two-

Favored
ders

SIMON WANMPOLD, who

echolder Meet Short; 20 Persons Came-

acceptance of a pocrly qualified veteran-wait extra
points for military service.
Mooney Offers Views i

Mooney, who was not a scheduled speaker, said the
county must be run as a business. o

*To change politics and employes at the same time is
not the most efficient way to run 2 business,” he said.

Mooney said he cidn't think three county commis-
sioners could do the job as effectively as five men, but
that as many as nine members serving staggered,
four-year terms would not be necessary.

Other speakers suggested enlarging departments of
the county and having a group of laymen over the various
departments. This group would give the public a source
of appeal other tha: the courts, when a particular
department said “no” t0 a request. i

The freeholders will offer their next public forum af
7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Shoreline High School. This
hearing will be deveted to the subject of new county
departments and whether heads of such departments
should be elected or appointed. .

R RO R e R B At a e ST T e YNBI 3
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the group, said Friday.

He is John A: Donaho, whose’
report on the reorganization of
county government was re
leased Jast month alter several
months under wraps.

The report, critical of various
road district operations, had
recommended the unification of
the county's north and south
road districts in addition to
major restruciuring of other
departments in county govern-
ment.

Among its principal proposals
had been a Department of
Public Works, embracing the
county’s present engineering de-
partment and including several
other related furctions, among
these the county's sanitation
cperation.

The frecholders are scheduled
{o take a *‘consensus vote” on
desirable administrative  divi-

- sions within King County they

3 will write into the new count;
1 charter May 11, -

hour deliberation vesterday
the Freceholders of King
County voled in favor of
chief executive of the coun-
ty elected by the .people
rather than appointed.

“It must be siressed.”
raid Chairman Richard Al
hrecht, *“that all of today's
decisions were {entative to
the exteme.”

THIE PURPOSE of the
courthouse menting was to
allow the frechinlders to ex-
press their individual views
fo the others. The tentative
vole favored an “elected”
official § 1o 6 wilh one
member ahzent.

The minority of frechold-
ers favored the proposal
that the excentive, who may
be loosely corapared to u
city mayor, he appninied by
the elected legislators,

favored appointment, said:

“The administrator
should not be subjected to
day by day politics and
shouldn't be tied down to
ceremonial functions,” as
would an elected official.’
“He should be appoinied to
manage the office in a busi-
ness-like way., There's tco
much chance of the voters
elecling a “‘political hack’
who we would be stuck with
for four years.”

Those who favored elec-
tion stressed the impor-
tance of the people's re-
sponsibility in deciding the
leader. Said Pau} Friedlan-
der:

“The responsibilily must

rizht to elect their ow
administration.”

be the people's. It's their L .
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Freeholders
Schedule3/77

Public Hearing

The Countv Board of Free-
holders will hold & Biblic
hearing at 7:30 p. m. tomor-
row on selection of county
department heads. The hear-
ing will be in the Shoreline
High School Lirtle Theater.
. The.Freehorders, who are
drafting a county charter,
plan to determine’ their posi-
tion on’ department heads
May 11.

Several persons  and
groups already have ex.
pressad opinions. Some have
called for election of all de-
partment heads and others

have called for appointment, _

of all.
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Consuliant

By Our County News Bureau

The president of the Balti-
more firm which has made
several studies of King County
government has been invited to
speak to the Board of King
County Freeholders May 4, Paul
Meyers, executive secretary of
the group, said Friday.

Be is John A. Donaho, whose
report gn the reorganization of
county government was re-
leased last month after several
months under wraps.

The report, critical of various
road district operations, had
recommended the unification of
the county’s north and south
road districts in addition to
major restructuring of other
departments in county govern-

* ment.

Among its principal proposals
had been a Department of
Public Works, embracing the
county's present engineering de-
partment and including several
other related functions, among
these the county's sanitation
operation.

The freeholders are scheduled
to take a “‘consensus vote” on
desirable administrative divi-

- sions within King County they
1 will write into. the new county
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zh the King nty Board of Freeholders 1
T o the st of whetheér it sﬁbu[‘cf'recomc-1
mend an appointive or elective county manager, the boar

ing in i liberations with a
" generally is proceeding in its charter deliberat

minimum of disagreement. At the time ththte gsshogzx;.
election last year, there was conjecture t ah 0 ch e,
bers were so far apart on certain jssues t };a e et
might produce both a majority and minority ¢ ar‘ )
for the voters’ consideration . . . )
© Seattle-area boosters of a fugt_.tre.tetéa1eaggggs;;:n§t
i ; opposad to unlimi 2
Do histmiay matwort d ouragement in the John-
the hizghway network, found encourag e
inistrati lative program su t
son administration’s new legis ogram submitted
igress this week. Alihough more bil : i 3
ta?s'k(é?lr?gr expansion of the interstate-highway syesésﬁz
Transportation Secretary Alan S. Bt_qu a!soaxxls arltema-
mending expansion of emsuggdh;gh“t?ésfiﬁt n alterna:
s Ly B A o ’
tive to building new ones. An the. g Lo
i { ringe areca” pa
is being asked to help finance “fring ' _par!
ﬁlrges:paces on the outskirts of cities—if they are tied in
with mass-transit systems ... ) W
© Washington. State aroups studying the growing ]u(\ir:.
nile-crime problem wmay watch with some interest ua{ittee
velopment in Arizona, where a law-enforc.eme‘nt cqtl*r; itte
has recommended lowering the age at which juveniles may
be prosecuted as adults from 18 to 16 . . .
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LOIS NORTH, one of fifteen
King Counfy. Freghalders elected
last November, today announced
her candidacy as a Republican for a
44th District seat in the State House
of Representatives.

Mrs. North, wife of Douglass C.
North, Professor at the University
‘of Washington, has been a resident
of the 44th District for ten years.
The family lives at 10023 Vinton

“Court N.W. . Three sons attend

Crown Hill, Marcus Whitman and
Ingraham High Schools,

Active in the League of Women
Voters for fifteen years, Mrs. North
was Legislative Chairman for the
State League in 1961 and
chairmanned the State League's
committee for Initiative No. 2i1in
1962 to redistrict and reappartion
the State Legislature. She has °
served as president of the Seattle
League of Women Voters from 1253
{0 1966, and in 1967 was appainted
by Governor Dan Evans to the
Boundary Review Board of King
County. ’

Mrs. North is a member of the
44th District Republican Club,
Associated Republican Women of
King County, Municipal League of
Seattle-King County, Blye Ridge
Community Club, P.T.A.. and the
University Congregational Church.

A graduate of the University of

California, she is also a life member

of the U.C. Alumni Assceiation,

As a former teacher of Social
Studies in junior and senior hizh
schools, Mrs. North states that her
entry into State politics is an

5)".§growm of her interest in the

activities of State government that
affect neal nrahloms memvio.toor..
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The Municipal League’s re-
port on Home Rule Charters

P

|

Freeholders_(News March 13)
and incorporated a provision
for an Ombudsman. The report
said, “King County govern-
ment should communicate with
its citizens. A department to
handle inquiry and complaints
should be created separate
from a public information de-
partment.”

The report went on to say that
an Ombudsman is an individual pro-
fessionally qualified, readily acces-
sible, politically independent, com-
pletely detached from government
and authorized to inquire into ad-
ministrative shortcomings. “In nine
countries this external critic has
been very successful, principally as
a means of establishing communi-
cation and understanding between
an individual citizen and his govern-
ment,” the report said.

In the March issue of the Na-
tional Civic Review Dr. Randy H.
Hamilton, executive director of the
Institute for Local Self-government
in Berkeley, - Calif., said, “Under
today’s urban conditions much of
our population cannot obtain re-
dress for many of its grievances
(real or imagined). The complaint
window in some City Halls is not well
suited to handling today’s com-
plaints.” Dr. Hamilton went on to
say that today there is often a call
for a third party critic to see that a
complainant receives a hearing for
his grievance and, if justified, a
proper remedy. “The most popu-
larly current model of the third
party for this purpose, is the Om-
budsman.” .
_ Hamilton went on"}o say that an

- ~ Ombudsman is n6t a creator or
critic of public policy but is an over-
seer of administrative decision-mak-
ing.

Dr. Hamilton said, “One of the
broadest categories of need are in
the area of complaint against dis-
cretionary decisions wherein the
citizen disagrees with the manner.
in which an official has exercised his
discretion. He has no formal means
of challenging it, or, at least, no in-
expensive means.”

. (Continued on Page 28)
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- An Orbudsman

It's a maxim that individual citizens can’t fight
city hall. Most citizens can't even find anyone at
city hall to hear their complaints.

To remedy this sorry state of civic affairs,
establishment of the position of ombudsman by un-
its of local government is being advocated by grow-
ing numbers of students of government.

The ombudsman, 2 Scandinavian term, is a fel-
low of high repute on the public payroll who listens
to and investigates the complaints of private cili-
zens.

When an ombudsman finds that a complaint
against a governmental agency has validity, he pro-
poses a specific remedy to correct individual injus- .
tices or he recommends a change in the agency's .
procedures,

In European countries, where omhudsmen have
been operating for many years, the ombudsman
usually succeeds in effecting recommended changes
because he has the weight of the public will behind
him. .

THE SEATTLE-KING County Municipal League
has recommended to King County’s board of free-
holders that the board make provision for a county
ombudsman when it drafts a proposed county char-
ter. We think this is an excellent suggestion and we
urge the City of Seattle also to consider establish-
inent of an ombudsman, or his American equiva-

ent, .
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Freeholders Pecommend Eleded
Coun’ry Mmr‘iag@r By 8-6 Vote

By JACK YEAROUT

The new King County “homne
rule’ charter is slowly taking
form under the watchful eyes
of 15 elected Freeholders, who
have spent countiess ~ hours
meeting together to help shape
{ts final draft for presentation
to the voters of King County.

It is natural that guestions
should arise from among the
voters as to "'why’’ some of
these early decisions havebeen
made by the 15 member group.

The Bellevue American has
selected from among the Free-
holders the tworepresentatives
on the 15 member panel whore-
side on the East Side of Lake
Washington to answer some
questions pertinent to the char-
ter. These two men are of op—
posite political beliefs, both
successful in their own fields
of endeavor. Simon Wampold,
Bellevue attorney, is the only
Freeholder from this district.
Don, McDonald of bothell is a
building co' **actox.

The questi.ons posed to them
were these:

Why nine full-time county
commissioners? Is nine too
large a number, and will this
further political patronage?
Would nine commissioners hin-
der or compound problems of a
county administrator or mana-
ger, unless on a part-time ba-
sis, acting only as policy mak-
ers?
© Will the charter be written
so that {t can be adapted later
w a combined Seattle~King
County government? What is
home rule, and why do we want

it?

Wampold explained the 9full-
time commissioner decision in
this way:

*This is only a tenative de~
cision, but ore a majority of
the Freeholders agreed upon.
It is my opinion that (and the
others were agreed on this)
a part-time commissioner

means part-time responsibi-,

lity,”’ the Bellewue attorney
" pointed out,

A commissioner who repre~
sents from 100,000 to 130,000
people should have a full time
job meeting” with this public
and administering to their needs
and concerns, was Wampold’s
way of putting it.

While he thought that three
commissioners should be elec~
ted at large and six from their
own districts, he agreed with
his 15 counterparts that this
new nine-member legislature
for the county government would
have its hands full with the re-
sponsibility of policy making for
1,000,000 people.

The Freehplders wereunani~

rrAne fm thalm emnaets

O P A S,

SIMON W, AMPOLD
Bellevue Freeholder

ible enough that it would be
readily adaptable to such a
*Pugetropolis’’  government,
was the belief of the local Free-
holder. .

Wampold favors appointment
of a qualified county adminis-
trator by the-commissioners.
This thorny question of whether
this important office will be
filled by appointment or elec~
don by the people was de-
cided Saturday by the 15-mem-
ber panel. It was the big-
gest and most controversial de-
cision the Freeholders have had,
to make to this point.

In clearing up the *honie
rule” point, Wampold pointed
out that state statutes have
decided the form of county gov~
ernment, telling which officers
shall be elected, etc.

Under the 2lst amend-
ment to the state constitution,
passed a number of years ago
by the legislature, counties were

, allowed to set up home rule

by charter...but no county with-
in the state has yet elected to
do so.

Now, King County, for the
second time, will attempt to
form a charter, under the Free-
holder system, to accomplish
home rule. Snohomish County
is considering the same step,
but the Freeholders of that
county are walting to see what
happens here.

Wampold brought up one in-
teresting point in answering the
questions about the county ad-
ministrator. He revéaled that
the Freeholders hadinterviewed
two outstanding men, one who
runs San Diego County, Cali-
fornia (about the same size as
King County) and another who
administrates Westches-
ter County, New York, a slightly
larger county government.

'Both of these men are do-
ing an outstanding job...Chief
Administrative Officer Hegg~
land of San Diego, an appoin-
ted official, and Ed Makallain,
chief executive officer of West-

now running on a districtbasis, ~
are elected ‘'at large”” by King-
- County voters. This means that

while they are designated as
commissioners for given dis-
tricts, they actually have a

., constituancy of something ltke

1 million people. (This same
erea and constltuancy is cut
up into three legislative dis-
tricts)

.As for the executive head

" of commission, it is McDone

ald’s feeling that this man should
be elected by and from among
the commissjoners themselves,
designate him board chairman,
president or whatever, He would
be an equal among his peers,
and it would be his duty to fill
all administrative offices by
appointment, with the approval
of the remaining 8 commis-
sfoners. McDonald feels that
such a role by a strong, elec-
ted leader, approved by his fel-
low commissioners, would
eliminate rather than increase
patronage,

Since the commissioner-se-
lected chairman or president,
in essence, by McDonald's
thinking, would actually fulfill
the position of a county exe-
cutive, there would be no con-
flict of interest or duplica-
tion of duties. McDonald sees
a chief deputy or executive as-
sistant for the chief executive
of county government, whose
duties would be the *‘house-

keeping’® functions ' of county -

government, a sort of depart-

ment head of general admini-v

stration.

As director of this general
administration department he

would see to such things as-

courthouse construction, pur-
chasing, motor pool, etc. .

In McDonald®s opinion,
METRO and the Port of Seattle
should become departments un~
der the elected commissioners.
Bonding capacity of these two
now dependent districts would
be retaired by ex<nfficin mem-
bership of commissioners.
Their administrative forma-
tion would remain the same.

The Bothell Freeholder is al-
so of the opinion that the county
assessor, auditor (with some

additional functions) sheriffand -

coronor should remain elec-
tive offices...the coroner be-
cause of the legal aspects of
his position, and of course the
county prosecutor because of
state statutes,

McDonald summed up his .

stand pretty well when he said
“’the people wanttoidentify with
their commissioner, and they

e e S e e R - M

DON McDONALD
Bothell Freeholder

readers concerning the new
King County Charter , ., . and
especially would like to hear
any recommendations from or- -
ganized groups, political or oth. '
erwise, about how theythinkthe
charter© should be written,
Stmon Wampold, Bellevue
Freeholder, has agreed to an-
swer all questions to the best
of his ability, and will submit
any ideas offered for the con-
sideration of the Freeholder

board.) pa
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B.A.S.I.C. Governmeni
%ﬁﬁponses Studied

Results of the **government”®
section of the B.ASI.C, sur-
vey have been summarized by
the government committee and
were presented at the King
County Freeholders meeting
last month,

The committee is alsostudy-
ing the results in regard to an-
nexation to the city of Bellevue
to see if any patterns can be
noted,

The responses show that the
future structure of the city,
county and metropolitan gov-
ernments of the Bellevue area
fs not clear in the minds of
residents of the area.

Half of the people feel a need e

to consolidate, but 23 percent
see no need and 27 percent are
undacided.

" The direction of consolidation
was not clear, With residents of
incorporated areas sbout evenly
divided between favoring the
mayor-council form and the
council-manager form of local
government the undecided vote
was enough to swing the vote
either way,

County residents in the Bella-'
vue area, the committee sum-
mary pointed out, show agreat-
er preference for a manager-
commission form of county gov-
ernment than a board of com-
missioners alone,

As to the type of metropolitan
government preferred, the
largest vote favored a single
metropolitan government with
direct representation from ex-
isting areas, But this was only
29 per cent of the total.

Sixty per cent of the area
resicents also said they are
satisfied that their local gov-
ernmeat responds to most of
their needs and desires,

However, 55 per cent ad-
mitted they were not really
well informed about the powers,i

—

responsibilities and limitations
of their local government.
Bellevue arearesidents seem
to be uncertain about the ac-
cessibility and willingness of
their local governmentofficials
to communicate, the committee
concluded, Although 38 per cent
said yes the officials are ac-
cessible, an equalper centwere
undecided, y
Consequently the government
committee suggested that the
Freeholders may wish to con-
sider scwme provision in the
charter *v encourage two-way .
communicadion between gov- '

ernmenr.i‘a_n( the cmzens. / :

Federal Way, Wash.
Federa! Way News
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LCEVE?* service-
Aporeved
For County

The King County Poard of
Freeholders recently endors-
ed a civil service-type sys-
tem for bringing qualified ca-

.- reer employees to county gov~
ernment,

. The hearing was at Kent
City Hall on April 18th., In
their next meeting on April
27th, they will discuss the
creation of a personnel sys-
tem,

There was no opposition to

- the April 18th endorsement,
which would help to make
county employees more Se-
cure in their jobs,

' The lack of present job se-

Cecurity, complained Walter

: Barclay, who recently retired
from the County Clerk's Of-
fice, is due to the failure of
the county in attracting young
people to government employ-
ment,

__Several speakers blamed

labor for opposing civil ser~
vice, however, Art Kent, vice
president of the Renton Divi-
sion of the King County Labor
Council, said, “All of labor
is not against civil service,’

. State Representative Joseph
L. McGavick, who participat=-
ed in a recent studyofperson-
nel systems in the Legislative
‘Council, proposed the civil
service system, He said rules
of the commission should be
ratified by county commis=-
sioners and no appeals’® hear-
ings should be made public.

The Civil Service Commis=-
sion should have control over
drafiing of rules, was a sug=-

gestion made by Mrs, Billie

Nichols, retired executive se=-
cretary of the Superior Courts
and author of an initiative for
county civil service,

Other suggestions were that
a merit system should contain
an anti-discriminption clause
and provide for at least 10per
cent of those being hired from
minority groups. However,
this 10 per cent quotalater met
with opposition,

-
-

It was also urged by Helen
Lea that veterans not be giv~
en any preference.

The Leagug of Women Vot~

ers and the Kent Chamber of
Commerce aiso endorsed a
merit system.
Chet Wheeler cha.trrn:m off me
County Plazming Commission,
the lay commissions be used
ona mderbabls in county gov=-
ernment so the pubhc would
have ““some place to go to get
some relief.”

The Kent Chamber of Com-
merce and Wheeler also en-
dorsed the election ofa county
assessor, and Wheeler favor-
ed the election of the sheriff,
An appointed administrator
got support from Wheeler,
the chamber, and David Moo-
ney, former Kent mayor,

Mooney also contended that
“the great need is the return
of county government to the
people,’” affirming that geo-
graphic as well as population
factors should be considergd
in drawing districts for county
commissioners. -~
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By JERRY BERGSMAN
The split over wheother a
county administrator should
, be elected or ayppointed con-
' tinued to plague the Board of

Freeholders at a ubliC‘}lggr-
ing last night. (f‘:‘ 4
Discussion al” the ﬁmearing

i showed that the issue still is
: very much alive. Efforts will

+ be made to reconsider the

| tentative position taken Sat-

¢+ urday that the chief execu-

" tive be elected. The vote
then was § to 6.

Status of county depart-
ment heads under a charter
was the topic for the public
hearing at Shoreline High

- School. But the question of
the administrator kept com-
.ing up because of his rela-

.

Itionship to department
I heads. ]

Speakers generally fa-
vored appointment of depart-
ment heads now elected. In
order not to jeepardize ap-
proval of a charter by vot-
ers, however, some felt the
posts of assesser. auditor
and sheriff probably should
continue to be elective.

Lois North, a freeholder,
contended voters can show
disapproval of the executive
only at the ballot box and
that appointment of an exec-
ttive blurs the separation of
jlegislative and administra-
itive functions.

“ Terry McKenna, another °

et

frechelder, said appointment
of an administrator is the
only way to bring profession-
al manogement to county
government,

Robert J. Sill, president of
the Community Council of
Shoreline, said election of
the auditor, assessor and
sheriff should continue so
that voters will not reject a
charter. Ideally, he said, all
should be appointed. He said
the council feels the clerk
and treasurer should be ap-
pointed and the coroner

should be an appointed phy-
sician.

Sill said the council sup-
ported the concept of an ap-
pointed administrator, elec-
tion of seven of nine com-
missioners on a partisan ba-
sis by districts and redis-
tricting of commissioner dis-
tricts by Superior Court
judges.

“We feel the present sys-
tem of electing some of the
administrative  department
heads is a fundamental
weakness of the existing
form of county govern-
ment,” he said.

tor, assessor and sheriff was
a “practical compromise on
our part.” ' .
William Massey, assistant
director of the Municipal
League, repeated the
league’s position that pres-
ently elected department
heads should be appointed.
Asked by Virginia Gunby,
a freeholder, if he felt ap-
pointment of all department
heads would jeopardize pas-
sage of a charter, DMassey
replied: “I think the climate
for change is much better

He said the position of not 10W than it was in 1932 or

opposing election of the audi- 1962 In 1832, a proposed .
T - —= county charter was defeated -,
by a large margin.

Brown, 16020 Dens- .

- more Ave. N, supported ap- -

/ | =~ | -o 3 . | > g N | # s
Freeholders Remeain Split on Staius of Adn

pointment of al] department
heads. He said the change

might be easier to accept if. :

the auditor was called the

controller and the assessor. -

was called the appraiser.
He contended all

partment heads.

policy
should be set by the legisla-
tive body rather than the de-: -

—”
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By JACK YEAROUT

‘Last Saturday 14 of the 15 elected Free- .

holders of King County, whose job it is to draft
a new-chatter-for home rule of this booming
area, made a tentative decision on how the chief
executive of this new governing body should
be selected. - :
By an eight to six vote they said elect him
in an at-large, bi-partisan election.
We say appoint him . . . . and here’s why.
The Freeholders have already agreed that up
to nine county commissioners should be elec-
ted by the voters. While we are not entirely
satisfied that all nine should be elected from
nine different districts, within the county, at
least such a method of seiection would be to-
ward better representation at the grass roots
level, . .
These nine, then, would be the policy makers
for King County’s new ¢‘home rule’” govern-
ment. To elect an executive head, county
manager or whatever he might be called by the
same voters would, in our opinion, be super-
fluous, and even further a reversion to more

- political patronage, exactly what this new charter :

is supposed to be steering us away from.
The decision is not a final one. It is our |

good administrators.

An elected chief executive has a potentially
dangerous concentration of political power. By
assumed mandate of the voters he would have
control of appointments, services and millions
of dollars of government funds. We needn’t
point out that this could encourage undesirable
political consequences. .

Then, too, . elected officials are not always
! Why not just hire a
chief executive who has proven his ability to
handle such a position in the first place?

Proponents of the elected chief executive will
point out that because he is the voters’ choice
he will be more responsive to the public will.
Is an elected executive likely to compromise
on what he knows is best for the county in order
to remain popular to get re-elected?

Leave the efficient management of this new
government setup to a man who has had public
administration training, and experience to pre-
pare him for his position. .

Here are some more arguments favoring the
appointment of a county chief executive.

Delegating administrative responsibilitiestoa
manager leaves the commissioners free to de-
vote their time to policy and long range plan~

understanding that the one absent Freeholder t
expressed  his thinking by letter to the group 1
when he couldn’t be at the Saturday meeting.
He sided with the minority group, making the 2
vote even closer at 8 to 7. .
Oddly enough, the vote went against an ap-
pointive chief executive, even though publicr
meetings and written recommendations from .
individuals and groups throughout the county a

ning. The power of appointment to the manager
lets him select assistants on merit and without
regard to political connections. Any impro-
priety on the part of the manager can be
readily checked by the commissioners. _
Appointment of the chief executive does not
seriously alter the basic democratic nature of
county government, The elected commissioner
board provides all necessary representation for

have been heavily in favor of appointingacounty = the people . .. as a matter of fact, the appoin-
- manager.- : . " % ‘tive plan provides the combination of demo-.
. As Simon Wampold, Bellevue’s only repre- _ cracy plus efficiency. : '
sentative on that . Freeholder board puts it, And that’s what this new charter is all about.
“perhaps it’s because the county manager sys- : . —"
tem has never caught on like the city manager
system.”’ :

It isn’t too late to correct that assumption
here in King County. Here are some factors
_to think about. ' :
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fChcv'nber Favors .
. 9-Member Board
' For King County

s .
| Kent Chamber of Commerce |
submitted a 10-point recom-
mendation last week for King
County Freeholders to consider
in drawing personnel regula-

tions in the county charter.

The recommendations were
made after research and study
by the legislative affairs com-
mittee and adoption by the
board of directors of the cham-
ber.

The chamber went on record
as favoring a nine-member, -
elected County Commission, to
be limited to legislative func-
tions and policy making. )

The chamber also favors
election by district of the
County Commissioners for
terms of four years, and pro-
poses that the board appoint a
county manager or administra-
tor to carry out administrative
duties designated by the
commission.

Also recommended is a merit
personnel system, to be admin-
-istered by.a department of
personnel: and the only elec-
tive positions in the county to
be the commissioners. county
assessor and prosecuting at-
torney.

Denver Grigsby, chamber
president, also urged that the
county promote closer co-
operation between. local units
of government. such as cities
and Metro. .. !
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Supporters of the medical-
examiner system and those
in favor o! retaining a coun-
ty coroner presented their
positions to the County
Board of Freeholders last
night: -

There was substantial
agreement that both a path-
ologist and
are needed in a coroner’s of-
fice. But the medical-exam-
iner exponents contended the
physician should have the

“Frecholders Heor Pros and Ce

primary responsibility, whiler—rrrenTTTT T

Coromer Leo M. Sowers said.
the administrator and path-
ologist should divide the
rredical and adiministrative- :

legal areas equally. :
3

SOWERS and Dr.

Dr. Lowell
chzirman of the King County
Medical Society’s legislative
comiittee, and Dr. William
J. Brady, pathologist-corc-
ner of Multnomah County,
endorsed the medical-exam-
iner system.

Sowers pointed out that
administrators are in charge
of hospitals. Dr. Brady as-
serted the coroner makes
maedical decisions primarily
and the administiator should
be tnder him.

“The day of the lay elect-
ed coroner is past,” Dr.
Brady declared. “You have
the opportunity to bring
Kirg County into the 2¥th
Century.”

Dr. Wilson, in his 33rd
year as pathologist, contend-
ed that whether the title is
"medical examiner or corw{
-ner, the work, duties and ob-

)

Tt

lisations essentially are the
same. He said a “medical
examiner is submerged with
paperwork and does few au-
topsies.”

DR, WHITE said a majori-
ty of the 1,400 physicians in

¥

cal-examine
Sowers C€OL...ucu oUU dOC-
tors supported him in his
election against a physician.
Sowers said funeral direc-
tors and labor organizations
also favor him.

There was a dispute over

_——

- ~r

o £
ang v
] P o

~wy aa1@ he reduced
costs in his office and elimi-
nated questionable practices.
Dr. Wilson said he did 1,319
autopsies last year com-
pared to 300 in Multnomah

County.
Williama L. Kinzel, chief

N

f

King County favor a medi-

[T ¥

administrator .

Gale

Wilsen, chief pathologist, e ;
plained the coroner ‘system. .
E. White, Jr.,:

-
¢
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- A Case for Nonpa

b5

Lo

>
lN L}ZZxI('IIéC}/toward a perpetuation of
partisan politics in the Courthouse,
the King County frecholders are ignor-
ing a major opportunity to achieve a
genuine county-government reform.

During their deliberations to date,
the freeholders have been talking in

" terms of a county charter that would

provide for the election of officeholders
running under political-party banners.
Yet the arguments favoring non-
parlismz county gorvernment outeigh
contrary contentions to such an extent
that the charteracriters should give

. the:n the atiention they deserve.

Two dramatic illustrations of the ad-
vantages and drawbacks of nonpartisan-
vs.-partisan local government are on
view in two public buildings less than a
city block apart.

In Seattle City Hall the nonpartisan
municipal government operates effi-
ciently and with a minimum of political
influence. But in the Courthouse the
ineptitudes of county government over
the years clearly can be traced in part
to the political-spoils system, which
often has made county officials more
responsive to their party organizations
?nd supporters than to the public at

aroe . .

v

costs of the two systems. Dr.

criminai deputy prosecutor,

and James E. Kennedy,
chief civil deputy prosecuter,
.explained the functions of
“the prosecutor’s office. Ken-
redy said the civil and crim-
inal secctions of the office
have an overlap, particular-
ly in the area of county po-
lice powers.

Kinzel and Kennedy noted
that attorneys in each sec-
tion assist in the other when
they are needed. They said
divorcing the civil from the
criminal division would re-

quire increased staffs in
hath -

L] ® [ )
nA ™ ”
riisanship

Since most local-government func-
tions generally involve the making of
administrative and policy decisions
rather than the implementation of polit-.
ical philosophies, it is illogical to attach’
partisan labels to such offices as the.
sheriff, assessor and auditor,

And there are particular values avail-
able in making the awditor’s office non-
partisan. ‘

Past experience elsewhere hasshown
that the party labels worn by auditors
occasionally have colored the manner
in which auditors have pursued their
“watchdog” tasks. The “watchdogs”
are tempted to be less watchful of gov-
ernment agencies supervised by offi-
cials of the same political faith,

Opposition from the politicians con-
tributed to the defeat of a charter
placed on the ballot in 1952, a reorgani-
zation plan that called for removing

‘ partisan labels from all county offices.

There evidently is concern among
the present freeholders that similar
opposition might jeopardize the chanres
of the new charter proposal’s being
approved by the voters next fall. :

Our view is that the concept of non:
partisanship is so desirable that the
danger of political-party opposition is a
risk well worth takinz. -~
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Notes on the News £ ¢ 7 7

© When future treeways are built, they will have one
distinct improvement over those already in existence. Re-
cently adopted federal highway-safety standards rule out
“left-hand”” approach ramps like those found at several
points on the Seattle freeway . . .

© The Olympia City Council has enacted a fair-hous-
ing ordinance and municipal officials in nearby Lacey

" and Tumwater arc preparing similar legislation. But the

Coroner Teo M. Sowers:

told the Frecholders last
night that a medical exam-
iner system, replacing the

present coroner’s system in’

King County, was unneces-
sary.
.Sowers said:

“T feel that T am just as
capable and just as compe-
tent to do a job as well as
any doctor.”

Sowers was referring to
the administration of his of-
fice. He said he adminis-
ters and that Dr. Gale Wil-
son handles all matters of a
medical nature, including
autopsies.

WILSON observed his

33rd year with the coroner’s
office yesterday and said he

has performed 15,385 autop-

sies in that time.

! Dr. William J. Brady,
coroner of Multnomah
County in Portland, which
operates on the medical ex-
aminer system, said he did
not think there is any pur-
pose in electing a coroner.

Dr. Brady said that since
he instituted the medical
examiner system in Multno-
mah County, the number
of autopsies has increased
sixfold and that costs have
been decreased.

He recommended that the
Freeholders “seriously con-
sider adopting a medical
examiner system’ in King
County and said that they
have the means of making
it a model system.

Dr. Lowell White Jr.,
chairman of the legislative
committee of the King
County Medical Society,

told the Frecholders that |

both the King County Socie-
ty and the State Medical So-
ciety favor the medical ex-
aminer system,

OPERATIONS of the pros-
ecuﬁor's office were ex-
plained to the Freeholders

by Chief Civii Deputy -
James E. Kennedy and

Chief Criminal Deputy Wil-
liam L. Kinzel. Y ey

-~

action larzely is symbolic. An informal check by Olympia
newspapermen showed recently there are fewer than 50
Negro households in the entire Olympia area . ..

@ Olympic Hotel officials doubtless wished the hotel
had two grand ballrooms this week. Seven hundred per-
sons filled the hotel’s main ballroom Wednesday night for
a dinner honoring the Rev. Dr. Elmer Christie; retiring as
rector of Seattle’s Epiphany Episcopal Parish. The space
had been reserved ahead of the date set for the Seattle visit
of King Olav V of Norway. As a result, a state-city dinner
honoring the King, Wednesday night, which ordinarily would
have been held at the Olympic, was scheduled instead at the
Rainier Club, three blocks south . . .

© Dr. William J. Brady, a Portland physician who
was elected Multnomah County ceroner in 1564 on a plat-
form of eliminating the office, has urged the King County
Board of Freeholders to_abolish the elective coroner in
favor of ai appoiniad medical examiner. The Multnomah
County coroner’s cifice will be absorbed into Oregon’s
statewide medical-examiner system next year. Contend-
ing that an untrained, elective coroner may have obliga-
tions to special-interest groups, Dr. Brady told the free-
holders his oppornent’s major campaign contributions
came from two funeral directors, three attorneys per-
forming the corener’s estate administration and two phy-
sicians holding corcner’s contracts for poison tests and
autopsies .. ..

© A report by The Times' Julie Emery has placed a
useful perspective on the anti-war and draft-resistance pro-
test directed against the University of Washington admin-
istration. About 75 students participated in the planning of
the April Days of Protest and some 150 attended a meeting
called this week to discuss the reicction of their demands
by Dr. Charies Odegaard, U.W. president. But the univer-
sity’s enrollment is nearly 30.000.

Small wonder that a .
protest-group spokesman complained that only ‘‘the same
. old faces™ appear at meetings. ’
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By JERRY BERGSMAN
King County needs a

strong executive heasd, John
A. Donaha, a management
consultant, told the County
Board of Freeholders last
night, ———mmoes
Denaho, who did a series
of studies for King County 10
years ago and another on its
engineer’s office in the past
~year, chided county officials
for failing to put into effect
some of his key recommen-
dations. :
In King County, we know
that in the past 10 years the
-county has failed to develop
a personnel system or an
adequate budget system,” he
said. “Thus, the charter
should probably treat these
areas in some detail.”

DONAHO recommendad
the merger of the road dis-
tricts in his latest report,
but the commissioners have
tzaken no action on that.

The consultant also criti-
cized some tentative deci-
sions the freeholders have
made.

The board indicated it
wants nine full-time commis-
sioners elected by districts.
It is split on the question of
an elected executive or an
appointed administrator.

But Donaho called for an
elected executive and said
commissioners should be

Ea—— ORIV RN ¥
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pamime, paid low salaries
and elected county-wide.

Donaho contended high
pay atiracts ‘“‘mediocrity”
because local government
cannct pay enough to get the
ton people. But low pay, he
said, dces attract top offi-
cials.

DONAHO recommended 5
to 11 commissioners, saying
the board should be small
enough to be deliberative but
large enough to be represen-
tative. He said terms of of-
fice should not be staggered
and no standing committees
should be created.

He said:

“To have full-time council-
men or commissioners would
create competitive power
centers with the chief execu-
tive and create conflicts
which would damage the or-
derly processes of govern-
ment.”

jf o ;;s«,f’cfﬁrs Heaor Q@

-appointed as part of a fi-

nance department. he said.
“You can’t create policy
or manage with separate
elected heads,” Donaho as-
serted. “Obviously, the ex-
ecutive can neither direct
nor coordinate officers who
do not report to him.”
-He contended King County
not only is badly organized
but not providing many ser-
vices an urban county can
best provide. He called for
positive programs under top
pecple in the fields of fi-
nance, personnel and pur-
chasing and said an appeal
board should be created to
protect employe rights and
to hear aggrieved employes.

The size of the United
States was doubled when the
Louisiana Territory was pur-
chased from F rance in 1803.

An appointed admmlstra-‘

tor dces not fit the needs of
King County, he said. An
e!ected chief executive

should be the center of all -

autherity and responsibility
for administration, elected at
large and on a partisan
basis, he said.

OTHER OFFICES now
elected should be appointed,

ke said.- The auditor, treas-

urer and assessor should bef

[5-
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‘Fight City Hall?”
The Day May Come

‘English-language dictionaries often
don’t recognize the word. It’s one, however,
with which we're all going to become a lot
more familiar inthe near future.

The word is Ombudsman.

It’s beginning to crop up frequently in
conversations. A lot of folk think we should
have one.

Probably we should. At least, we should
employ one at county-level government and
higher.

The Ombudsman is the man who gets
paid to be in the middle. He’s the one who
helps interpret government to the citizen . ..
particularly to the citizen who believes he's
put upon and not-getting a fair shake from
his government.

Candidates for public office have been
quick to find a need for Ombudsman. Some
have fashioned a plank for their platform,
proposing that — if elected — they will
create an Ombudsman office. Additionally,
the Municipal League of Seattle and King
County proposed recently to the King County
Freeholders that provision be made for an
Omudsman in the new county charter being
drafted by the freeholders.

- The belief is growing that government
should be able to communicate better with
the citizenry. Growing complexities point
to the need for a special department to
handle inquiry and complaints.

The Ombudsman is deseribed as an
individual profecsionally qualified, readily
accessible, politically independent, com-
pletely detached from government and
authorized to inquire into administrative
shortcomings.

This middleman is not set up as a creator

or critic of public policy. Rather, he becomes
an overseer of administrative decision-
making.

Dr. Randy H. Hamilton, executive direc-

tor of the Institute for Local Self-govern-::

ment in Berkeley, Calif,, said recently: “One
of the broadest categories of need are in the
area of complaint against discretionary
decisions wherein the citizen disagrees with
the manner in which an official has exer-
cised his discretion. He has no formal means
of challenging it, or, at least, no inexpensive
" means.” :

- The value of the Ombudsman in such
cases as that becomes obvious.

The aggreived citizen can put his com-
plaint before the third-party Ombudsman.
Investigation by this middleman can point
the way to a solution or compromise that
probably never could be achieved by the
parties to the dispute acting by themselves.

We've all heard the old lament that
“You Can't Fight City Hall!”

Maybe .. . just maybe . . . the day will
come.

Allen's p.cn
‘Fight City Hall?’
The Day May Come
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9\ tnclish-language dictionaries often
don't recognize the word. It’s one, however,
with which we're all going to become a lot
more familiar in the near future.

The word is Ombudsman.

It's beginning to crop up frequently in
conversations. A lot of folk think we should
have one. o

Probably we should. At least, we should
employ one at county-level government and
higher.

The Ombudsman is the man who gets
paid to be in the middle. He’s the one who
helps interpret government to the citizen...
particularly to the citizen who believes he’s
put upon and not getting a fair shake from
his government.

Candidates for public office have been
quick to find a need for Ombudsman. Some
have fashioned a plank for their platform,
proposing that — if elected — they will
create an Ombudsman office. Additionally,
the Municipal League of Scattle and King
County proposed recently to the King County
Frecholderts.that provision be made for an
Omudsman in the new county charter being
drafted by the freeholders.

The belief is growing that government
should be able to communicate better with
the citizenry. Growing complexities point
to the need for a special department to
handle inquiry and complaints.

The Ombudsman is described as an
individual professionally qualified, readily
accessible, politically independent, com-
pletely detached from government and
authorized to inquire into administrative
shortcomings.

This middleman is not set up as a creator
or critic of public policy. Rather, he becomes
an overseer of administrative decision-
making.

Dr. Randy H. Hamilton, executive direc-
tor of the Institute for Local Self-govern-
ment in Berkeley, Calif,, said recently: “One
of the broadest categories of need are in the
area of complaint against discretionary
decisions wherein the citizen disagrees with
the manner in which an official has exer-
cised his discretion. He has no formal means
of challenging it, or, at least, no inexpensive
means.” .

The value of the Ombudsman in such
cases as that becomes obvious.

The aggreived citizen can put his com-
plaint before the third-party Ombudsman.
Investigation by this middleman can point
the way to a solution or compromise that
probably never could be achieved by the
parties to the dispute acting by themselves.

We’ve all heard the old lament that
“You Can't Fight City Hall!”

Maybe . . . just maybe . .. the day will
come. e e .
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Perhap: the single most important
questlon to be resolved by King Coun-
ty’s 15 freeholders, who are dlamn'f a
new county charter is whether the
county’s chief administrative officer is
to be elected or appointed.

This is an issue on which the free-
- holders reportedly are divided, and it's,
small wonder. There are good argu-
ments on either side. -
If the county’'s chief exceutive were
appointed by the elected commission-
“ers, harmony between the administra-
. tor and the commissioners would be
likely. Also, the chances are strong that
the administrator would be well qun]'-
fied because he would be hand-picked
by supposedly knowledgeable elected
officials.

If the administrator were cloctcd
however, the legislative and adminis-
trative functions of the county would be
separated and, because the administra-
tor would be 1ndep°ndent of the com-
missioners, there would be a healthy
check and balance.

Such check and balance, we believe,

< M

3 aé ﬂm

is essential. Therefore, we recommend

that the administrator be elected, with .

certain stipulations.

I

One of the hazards inherent in elect-

ing an administrator is that an individ-
ual with high voter appeal and name
familiarity but questionable qualifica-
tions might gain office. Therefore. we
suggest that requirements for the office
be writien in such a manner as to help
insure that the elected administrator is
highly qualified.

THE REQUD ’.*',‘H"\"I‘S for office,

for exampile. ceuld set minimum educa- -

tioir and experience levels. Residency
requirements should b2 made liberal
enough to give opportunity for election
to qualified candidates from throughout
the nation. )

Firnaijly, the salary of the “conmty’s .
chief adiministrator should he set high .
enough to attract oulstanding candi- .

dates.

Adoption ol these principles, in-the
opinion of The Post-Intelligencer, would
provide a sensible solution to the free-
holders’ dilemma,

2 u
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Ackley reported to the White Center Chamber of Commerce Tuesday

morning on what the final form of the proposed King County Charter might

take.

He said it was expected that there will be nine County Commlssxoners

and they will be elected by districts,

During the first such elec-
tion, however, i* may be ex-
pected that three commission-
ers will be elected from each
of the present three districts,
pending establishment of the
three final district boundaries.

A new elective office, that of
Executive,’” is expected to be
established to provide a county
administrator. Commissioners
~would be relegated to legisla-
tive ‘and adjudication duties.

He also said that most of
the other present elective posi-
tions are expected to become
appointive, or the positions
will be eliminated under the
new charter. Administrative
and Personnel departments
are among several new bodies
to be formed. And Ackley said
that, although it won’t be in
the charter, a Civil Service or
merit type of county employ-
ment is expected to be estab-
lished.

There is a “sharp division
of thought among the freehold-
;ers as to whether or not the
© - county Assessor and Sheriff
-should be elective or appoin-
tive systems. Mostly for po-
litical reasons, Ackley report-
. ed that these two positions are
‘among the most controversial
questions to be tackled by the
freeholders in drafting the
-county charter.

Another guest speaker, Fred
Bowan, spoke on the Jobs

) Ll:dow program as a volunteer’

representative of the National
Alliance of Businessmen. He
stated that the objective of the
program is to involve business
in finding jobs for hard core
vnemployed persons’ and’ for
diseadvantaged youth.

He said that the Greater Se-
attle goal of this presidential
program is to provide 2,800
summer jobs for the youth and
1,000 permanent jobs for the
hard core unemployed.

“Employing them makes
good economic sense,” Bowan
explained, because the public
gets very little return when
it supports them with public
welfare funds.

Chamber Manager Les Alt.
man told those at the meeting
that this summer’s July Jubi-
lee in White Center shows
promise of being one of the
biggest and best celebrations
to date. )

He said one entry already
has been received for the
Queen’s Pageant and many
more are expected. He urged

e - -

this area’s eligible young
women to apply early to al-
low them to participate in the
many exciting events being
planned for the contestants for
Miss White Cenier 1968-69.
Altman also said that the
White Center Eagles are
scheduling their annual Pan-
cake Breakfast and Parade to
coincide with the Jubilee. The
Pancake Breakfast probably
will be held on July 13.
Other activitics being dis-
cussed include a ‘‘greased
pig” contest by Youth Better-
ment Inc., various ‘‘fun’
booths run by local organiza-
tions, plus dog shows, rock
hound shows and so forth.
Stan Bradley read a resolu-
tion proposed for adoption to
the Associated Clubs of South
King County.
fear of punishment and fear
of publicity are chief deter-
rents to juvenile delinquency
and crime and calls for giving
full publicity to trials involv-
ing young people.

U
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JOHN O CONNELL

e

A&u_‘,ﬁ__:ﬁ
BOB EBERLE

B
.

Two recently-announced
candidates for this vear’s elections
a2re John O'Connell, Democrat,
seek his party’s
nomination in the gubernatorial
race, and Bob Eberle, Republican,
who will seek the 7th District
United States Congress seat
currently held by Brock Adams. :
O’Connell formerly was Pierce
County prosecuting attorney and

‘now is state attorney general.

Eberle is a former state legislator
from West Seattle and now is a

——
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County Charter’s Firsi

Droft

To Be C}@mpi@iéd by June 8

By Our County News Bureau : )
The first draft of the proposed both Commissioners John
county charter, to go tc voters O'Brien and Ed Munro, if both
November 5, will be read by run for re-election), will be dealt
June 8, Paul Meyer, executive within one of three ways, Meyer
secretary of the King County said. Freeholders will either
Board of Freeholders, revealed retain them in their present
Tuesday. office; retain them in their
Following this, a series of present office but make them
public hearings will be held advisory to the new legislative
throughout the county to obtain body, or terminate their service
voter reaction before the char: at the effective date of the
ter is finally adopted August 24. charter. -
The charter must be certifiedto  The general feeling of the
. Edward Logan, King County freeholders seems to be that the
election superintendent, by Sep- county's cadre of elected offi-
tember 21 iIn order to qualify for cials would prove valuable
the general election. assets to the county in the early
Assuming passage of the char- period following the governmen-
ter, Meyer said the state consti- tal switch-over, Meyer reported,
tution requires that election qualifying as he said this, that
date be set immedaitely after the charter must first be passed.
the general election to select The matter has already been
new county officials. Their elec- discussed among the freehold-
tion, however, may be held ers and various public informa-
anytime within the following tion campaigns are under con-
six-months period. sideration. Preliminary plans
Present county officials, call for a first effort to reach the
either holdovers or newly-elect- general public in September and
ed commissioners, (including October.

Meanwhile, freéholders are

winding up their last two deli-
berative sessions, before Attor-
ney John Strazzburger trans-
lates their areas of concensus
into legal parlance. At this
point, concensus exists among
the group that the charter in-

clude provisions for a full-time

legislative body composed of
nine commissioners paid not

less than $18,000 annually, elect-

ed on a pariisan basis but
nominated and elected by dis- ;

trict. Freeholders also agree
that the county’s executive head
should be elected at large on a
partisan basis and that the
county should establish a per-
sonnel system with both a per-
sonnel board and director.

Still pending are decisions on
the county's other six elected
officials, including the contro-

versial posts of coroner and.

assessor. Meyer said a decision

on their role in the new county, .

charter would be reached Satur-:
day.

,//-

holders

Frech
To Push

1. 1
Amendment
King County’s Board of Free-
holders plans to take a new
charter to the voters in Noven-
: ber, the board’s execut@v_e sec-
retary reported at Pacific Lu-
theran University’s Cc_)mmumty
Planning Workshop Fr_ld_ay. ]

Paul Meyer, administrative
head of the freeholders, said
that a rough dr‘al{t of the pro-

sed charter wi ]
It)l;)t:eend of May and‘that a series
of public forums will be held in
July and August. .

Speaking ‘about the prog ess
of the freeholders in King Coun-
ty, Meyers said they have met
34 times since their election less

n a year ago.
th?‘lt is}important to keep open
the channels of information 5O
that they (the county employes)
can see that we are not crea‘f-
ing a monster that _éhey can’t

{ve with,” Meyer said. .
l“‘?A"x‘:xhonest glgve and take with
county department heads has re-
sulted in remarkable frank-
ness,” Meyer said. “One de-

partment head even _sqggesteg
\Q\at his position be eliminated,

be ready by .

/P
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By HERB ROBINSON
Asscciate Editor, The Times

The. boundaries of King County commissioner
districts would be revised drastically under a pro-

posed county charter being drafted by the Board of
-_“—"‘*

Freeholders.

" T Although several items remain open for additional
study and discussion, the charter’s provisions cover-
ing the make-up of a new Board of County Commis-
sioners are reasonably firm. ’
: As now envisioned, the charter would establish a
full-time nine-member board, with the commissioners
"elected on a partisan, district-by-district basis.

To become effective, the new charter first must
be approved by the electorate. The Times’ Jerry
Bergsman reported today that the frecholders plan
to have a preliminary draft completed by early next
month, with the final proposal ready in time for the
November 5 general election. (Details, Page 13.)

If approved, the charter would establish nine
commissioners’ posts, with three being chosen from
each of the existing North, South and Central Dis-
tricts. __— ' :

Once in office, the new commissioners would
undertake reapportionment legislation, to define the

boundaries of nine new districts on the basis of popu-

lation.

Because redistricting is a potentially explosive
issue, the freeholders’ thinking has been that the path
- toward voter ratification of the charter would be
smoother if the redistricting question were left to a
. later date——that is, until after the new commissioners
are in office. :

Nine new districts in place of the existing three,
of course, would represent a radical departure from
the structure of government with which King County
residents now are familiar.

The three existing districts embrace large chunks .

of King County’s 2,136 square miles.

Included in the Central, or 1st, District are Mer-
cer Island and sections of Central Seattle lying roughly
between Yesler Way and a line paralleling North,
Northwest and Northeast 70th Streets.

~ The South, or 2nd, District includes parts of
Southwest Seattle and such South End communities
as Renton, Auburn, Kent, Federal Way and Enum-
claw, plus the unincorporated territory eastward into

the Cascade foothills. . o e

S N ]

Most of the major East Side cities—B
) r —Bellevue,
- Kirkland and the like—are included in the North, or
?‘rd, D1,s’trzct, which also embraces Seattle north or
‘above” the 70th Street line, the Bothell-Redmond
Z;ea and S vast tlexpanse of territory surrounding such
eas as Snoqualmie, North Ben y-
areas a d, Issaquah and Sky
. The break-up of these three large districts into
nnzef smaltlgr ones 1s a scheme substantially differ-

ent from that envisoned in a proposed chart
was defeated in 1932, prop cnarter that-
The 1952 freeholders advocated enlarging the
boa_rd to seven members, but splitting their constity-
encies into much larger blocs. Three commissioners
would have represented all of incorporated Seattle,
‘three others portions of King County outside Seattle,
and the seventh would have been an “at-large” com-

missioner representing all of the county.’

) COI\.IMENT: A reapportionment plan would re--
Ceive wiae support from residents in unincorporated
?}feas pft;11e county. Téley long have complained that

€ existing system robs them of ad en-
toe. X _ equate represen

. The argument has been that with only three dis-
:}?Cts'tl'n th_et (}:loun}t)y and with most of the population in

e cilies, it has been the “‘city”’ vote that carri
general elections. y ries the

One possible weakness in the charter now being

. drafteq, powever, is that the establishment of nine

commissioners, each running in separate districts,

would create a “‘ward” system in which office-

holders might place their own constitutuents’ in-
terests abo*:'e those of the county as a whole,

But the “ward” system has its advantages, too—

‘notably, that it makes government more accessible

and responsive to the citizens, a condition not ngy
always prevalent at the Courthouse. /

FL
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By JBI\jR\/B ERGSHAN
The Bord of King County

——————————— -
. Frecholders plans to have a

I

“preliminary draft of a coun-
. ty charter in hand by June 8.
" This would mean a charter

will be ready for submission
to the voters at the Novem-
ber 5 general election.

A newly adopted schedule
will allow the frecholders”
staff three weeks to make
the preliminavy draft based
on decisions of the freehold-
ers.

Richard R. Albrecht,

chairman, presented the re-

vised schedule to the board
members.
It calls for deliberation
sessions Saturday and May,
18, followed by the three-
weex period when Paul R.
Meyer, executive secretary,
and John H. Strasburger, at-
ferney, will prepare the
draft. .
{

A MEETING also is sched-
uled next Tuesday night for
officials of special districts,

:-such as water, sewer and

fire districts, to make pres-

~. .entations.

Meyer said one or more
sessions will be held to re-
fine the preliminary draft.

-~ August would be available

for final deliberations and

.. revisions. .

-

It the charter drafting

- -goes according to schedule,

it will be adopted section by
section in mid-August and
adopted in full by the end of

"August. To be on the Novem-

ber ballot, the charter must
be certified by September 21.
But DMeyer predicted the’
freeholders will complete
certification by September 7.

Most of the major deci-
sions have been reached: on

a tentative basis, but last- |.

ditch efforts to change them
could come when the preli-
minary draft is presented.

ONE OF THE hot;est

£ ¢
i

questions Is whether the
chief administrative officer
should be elected or appoint-
ed. The board is split on the
question although it stands
now for an elected chief ex-
ecutive.

The board also has decided
to have nine full-time com-
missioners elected hy dis-

tricts on a partisan basis. A

County

personnel system of some .

kind also is assured.

The next two deliberation .
sessions will be on which of °

the department heads should
be elected and which should
be appointed. A number of
persons and groups are sup-
porting retention of the as-

sessor, auditor and sheriff as/ )

elected  afficiale

4

e e ———
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 Freeholders Favor

Appointive Process

: Nearly all of the now-
E_e_Iected King County offj-
- cials should he appointed,
the board of freeholders

ter agreed yesterday.

: But the county assessor
< should be elected, the free-
- holders indicated, during a
: meeting at the courthoyse,

: . The charter would pro-

* vide for appointment by the

: county legislative or execy.

. tive branches, or both, of

the auditor, clerk, coroner,
: sheriff and treasurer,

The freeholders a Sreed

drafting a pew ‘county char- -

that “many of our profes-
sional and administrative
leaders should be kept out
of the political light.” :

THE “WATCHDOG" of-

fice of auditor must be “in-

dependent” of politics, the

board pointed out. It alse

acceded to a request from

Superior Court judges that

they choose their own coun- ;
ty clerk. I
_Further questions wiJ] be :
discussed next Saturday at
a publie session, also at the
courthouse. -7
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County Charier’s First Draft
To Be Completed by June 8

By Our County News Bureau ney John Strazzburger trans-
The first draft of the proposed }ates their areas of concensus
county charter, to go to voters into legal parlance. At this
November 5, will be ready by point, concensus exists among
June 8. Paul Mecyer, executive the group that the charter in-
secretary of the King County clude provisions for a full-time
Board of Freeholders, revealed legislative body composed of
Tuesday. nine commissioners paid not
Following this, a series of Jess than $18,009 annually, elect-
public hearings will be held ed on a partisan basis but
throughout the county to obtain nominated and elected by dis-
voter reaction before the char- trict. Freeholders also agree
ter is finally adepted August 24. that the county's executive head
The charter must be certified to e T
Edward Logan, King” County
election superintendent, by Sep- ™
tember 2'.5;1 order to qualify for .
the ger.cral election.

Assuring passage of the char-
ter, Meyer said the state consti-
tution requires that election
date be set immedaitely after
the general election to select
new county officials. Their elec-
-tion, however, may be held
anytime within the following
six-months period.

Present county officials,
either holdovers or newly-elect-
ed commissioners, (including
both "'Commissioners John
O'Brien and Ed Munro, if both
run for re-election), will be dealt
with in one of three ways, Meyer
said. Freeholders will either
retain them in their present
office; retain them in their
present office but make them
advisory to the new legislative
body, or terminate their service
at the effective date of the
.charter. .

The general feeling of the
freeholders seems to be that the
county’s cadre of elected offi-
cials would prove valuable
assets to the county in the early
period following the governmen-
tal switch-over, Meyer reported,
-qualifying as he said this, that
the charter must first be passed.

. The matter has already been
discussed among the freehold-
ers and various public informa-
tion campaigns are under con-
sideration. Preliminary plans
call for a first effort to reach the
general public in September and
October. :

Meanwhile, freeholders are .

winding up their last two deli- .
. berative ‘sessions, hefore Attor-

should be elected at large on a
partisan basis and that the
county should establish a per-
sonnel system with both a per-
sonnel board and director.

Stil! pendirg are decisions on
the county's other six elected
officials, including the contro-
versial posts of coroner and
assessor. Meyer said a decision
on their role in the new ccunty
charter would be reached Satur-

day. N 4
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County Charter

ldeas Advanced

BY FOREST WILLIAMS

: Spokesmen for rural wa-
© fer and sewage districts
last night urged the Free-
holders not to incorporate
anythingin a proposed
county charter that would
allow the county to take
over those districts.

(There are more than 209
lIocal utility districts and
other small units of govern-
ment here — more than any
other county in the nation
except Chicago’s Cook

County.)

3 FRED Crawford, a com-
missioner of Newport Hills
Sewer District east of Lake
Washington, however said:

“If you have a depart-
ment of the county whose
sole responsibility is utili-
ties, and it is managed by a
professional, who keeps in
close touch with the com-
missioners of the local util-
ity districts, you might be
able to do it better than

we do.

“But I would not recom-
mend such a change under
the present county adminis-

’I(p .tration.”

But most of the speaker
seemed to share the view
of Richard Murray, exec
tive secretary of the Wast
ington State Association ¢
Sewer Districts, who de
clared:

“We feel that special dis
tricts should not be takes
over by some fuper form o
government (such as the
county) with the idea that i’
could administer them bet
ter than do the local distric:
commissioners."”

WATER DISTRIC1
speakers echoed the thems
of attorney Donald G. Holm
of Renton, counsel for water
and sewer districts. that
their own commissioners
are in close touch with local
residents and are best able
to do the administrative
job.

Steve Kipper, treasvrer of
the State Association of Wa-
ter Districts, asked:

“Can you imagine the
ponderous form of gavern-
ment which would result if
the county attemp’?{’in
take over the water dis-
tricts?™
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abuses and malfunction by gov-
ernmental services are ren-
dered by public employees, as
required by Constitution and
law.

Many people hold the opinion
that the idea of the ‘*‘Ombuds-
man"” first came from the Euro-
pean countries. Yet the fact
must not be overlooked that the
farsighted framers of our Con-
stitution of the United States
recognized the importance of
such a public office. Accord-
ingly, in the drafting of the
Constituion at the Constitutional
Convention in 1787, those
“founding fathers” established
an “Ombudsman clause,” which
makes the office of the Presi-
dent the chief law-enforcement
officer, who is directly responsi-
‘ble to the people.

The Constitution of the State
of Washington also has an **Om-
budsman clause”. Article 3, sec-
tion 5, likewise, makes the office
of the governor an ‘‘Ombuds-
man.” He, too, is charged with
responsiblity — *“and he shall
see that the laws are faithfully
executed.” .

But, by the passage of time,
the electorate has forgotten
these constitutional safeguards.
And, all too many elected Presi-
dent and governor, have just not
bothered ta carry out this **Om-
budsman function,” mainly for
political reasons.

Thus, it is from this lack of
enforcement of our Constitution
and laws that many persons
have adopted the concept that
the Ombudsman ‘‘fights City
Hall” for the “little guy.”

Actually, it is the function of
the Ombudsman to sece that all
ministerial duties of .a public
office are preformed in the
precise manner and mode as
mandated by the privisions of

our Jaws and Constitution.

Further, it should be noted
that the Congress has enacted
legislation, which, in effect, pro-
vides for an Ombusman service.
This is to be rendered by the
United States District Courts,
but congressional studies of the
«field administration of this
legislation” disclosed a mal-
functioning and maladrministra-
tion of this governmental serv-
ice.

It is admitted that there is a |

rea! need for such Ombudsman
service in every executive de-
partment of government, feder-
al, state, county and city. He
should serve as an “alter ego”
of the chief executive to handle
all citizen's cemplaints when
any public employe fails to
faithfully execute the ministe-
rial duties of his office, as
required by law and Constitu-
tion.

The enforcement procedure is
relatively simple. When the Om-
busman established the validity
of the citizen's complaint, and

the offending public employe

fails to comply with the Om-
budsman's corrective order, the
Ombud man notifies the Surety
holding the public official's bond
and notifies the Auditor and the
Treasurer to stop his voucher
and pay check. :
- It must be recognized that our
laws and:Constitution, in part,
constitute a “Service contract”
between all citizens, collective-
ly, and the citizen, individually.
When the citizen has paid his
taxes, he, therefore, acquires
the right to demand the rendi-
tion of all governmental serv-
ices, pursuant to this service
contract.

Walter H. Philipp,

1210 Fifth Ave. N.,

Renton, Wash. -

world, the concept of Ombuds-
man means a ‘‘guardian of the
people’s rights against the
abuses and malfunction by gov-
ernmental services are ren-
dered by public employees, as
required by Constitution and
law.

Many people hold the opinion
that the idea of the ‘*Ombuds-
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must not be overlooked that the
farsighted framers of our Con-
stitution of the United States
recognized the importance of
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Constituion at the Constitutional
Convention in 1787, those
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- The Constitution of the State
" of Washington also has an “Om-
budsman clause”. Article 3, sec-
tion 5, likewise, makes the office
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real need for such Ombudsman
service in every executive de-
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should serve as an ‘“‘alter ego”
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of the citizen’s complaint, and
the offending public employe
fails to comply with the Om-
budsman’s corrective order, the
Ombud man notifies the Surety
holding the public official’s bond
and notifies the Auditor and the
Treasurer to stop his voucher
and pay check.

It must be recognized that our
laws and Constitution, in part,
constitute a “Service contract™
between all citizens, collective-
ly, and the citizen, individually.
When . the citizen has paid his
taxes, he, therefore, acquires
the right to demand the rendi-
tion of all governmental serv-
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contract.
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where may have leaked too soon. Iicanwhile,
Washingion supporters have managed to send
$2,5C0 to Wisconsin, 81,020 to Nebraska (watch
what happens there Tuesday) and $1,500 from
Bellingham to Indiana. Also newsworthy: A pilot
program of 200 college students who are in Ore-
gon this weekend beating the drum for MeCarthy
in advance of the primary ... and a Kennedy-
sieCarthy debate at the Seattle Center. The latier

‘will be a beer bust and transmitted live (the.
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iO18S CTUNTNINSEAT By VIRGINIASURNSIDE .
EocutIntovta To iemd Co debate — not the beer) from the Cent
MoV et medi eb et bis 2w sreaimaned . . et <] n the Center on the
Xing County conservative Republicans scorad Irv Clark show on KING-TV.
2 rout at {seir county ecavention 2 week azo of ‘ * * %X * * *
the liberal armies of Gov. Dan Evans and siate” - £loy Mot '
GOP Chzairman €. Montgomery Jonnson. ’ Eriafly Noted :
Evang’ coanirol of the Republican State Com- Local Demos are busting their buttons over
nittee, which ia turn sets the ground rules for what could turn out Yo be successiul efforis to
the state convention June 2:-22, appears to be - snag Vice President Hubert Humphrey for their
shaky ct this time. And a 7-7 division on the ~county convention June 1..: Freekclders to the
party’s state executive board could tarow control Post ... Robert Eberle, who will challenge Cong.
of the convention to the conservative wing of the - Brock Adams; Lois North, Seattle housewife who
parily thet now includes Pierce, Xing, Snohomish has announced for the Legislature; and possibly
and Spokane counties. The maiter is of signifi- Robert Block who is considering a spot on the
cance not so muchin terms of Evans being elected county’s new legislative body if the charter pass-
2 delegate cs it is on whether he will head the es ... Althetzh many veteran political forecasters
delegation to Miami and/or be a favorite son. regard Governor Evans as pretty well sure of a
From wiaat had beer expected tc be a color- second term, it’s still no fun to have your man
‘less affzir in lIiami, the GOP national meet is turned down at your own county convention:
now shaping to be one of the cecade’s big strug- That happened to the liberal-minded governor at
gles. So far, many GOP leaders here want to re- -the Thurston county convention right in the
main reutral until it’s a little closer to August 5. - Governor’s backyard . . . State Demo Chairman
At this poini, many scem to regard Rezgan as a Robert Zuli also got a.turn-down last weekend at
stand-by candidate if Nixcn falters, but don't .Ocean Shores when he tried to get approval for a
believe he will officially put himself into the $30,000 computer installation at headquarters .. .
race. Nevertheless, there is rmuch undercover The party still is beset with financial problems...
support for Celiforniz’s governor hare that many - ame place: a move by former Demo State Chair-
believe would be of significant consequence if man Herb Legg got no place when he tried for a
there’s a deadlock between Nixon and Rocke- delegate reallocation to the national Democratic
feiler. . Convention that would be more favorablie to Me-
* % * ¥ % % Carthy ... seems as if even the McCarthy people
.y m e e ’ didn’t want it, after all! New Demo comer to kae
ICGEINY Has Frtura? your ey ox: Alan Munro, son of South District
Undaunted by what happerned in Indiana, Commissioner Ed Munro, who survived a McCarthy
McCarthy forces here still are optimistic their majority to win the chairmanships of both the
man intends to stey in the race. Severzl persons county and state platform commitiees drafling
nizz in the MeCarihy orzanization here report, the party’s state platform at Alderbroox Ing..
kowever, they're not quite able to put down ru- Munro is 2 Humphrey supporter ... According to
mors the Minnesotz senator may not go the dis- Commissicner Joiin Speilman, activities of the
tance. Mournting daficits, kids back in school, and, freeholders, leaving the future of incumbent
‘some heaizh problems foreing himto eancel some county oificials clouded at the least, is keeping
major speeches are fueling the rumors. They're . candidates and money out of the race. Spellman
aiso concerned their efforis here and his else- - ~~ Says he doesn’t blame potential aspirants if they

decide against running twice! ... Therejeciion by
the Democratic State Committee last week at
Ocean Shores of Initiative 224 is causing some
not-so-slow burns on the part of both parties’

_county officials. The measure, sponsored by the

Washington Associztion of County Commission-
ers to transfer 2 milis of the state property tax
to the county and approved by members of both
parties, would pour $4,000,030 into King County

alone. . i
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ONE-MAN, ONE-VOTE

The “One-Man, One-Vote” con-
cept applies to local elections as
well as to those on the state level,
ruled the U.S. Supreme Court. This
could change ward boundaries in
many of the nation’s 20,000 local
governments because previous de-
cisions have indicated that no dis-
trict may deviate even as much as

¢, from the averége district popu-
lation. Switching to “at-large” elec-
tions may not be satisfactory either.
Minority groups complain that their
votes are swallowed up unless they
can elect a representative from their
district or ward. The King County
F reeholdem are presently in favor

—_ T A

_of election by district.

Seattle, Wash.
Queen Anne Herald

~a

nay 15 1202

./4[/:11 .'a P.C.B.

DR Pt e warw adns TY WA il de

LWV will study
freeholders’ task

What decisions are the
elected King County
Freeholders making about
government for our country,
and why? Seattle League of
Women Voters and guests will
discuss these questions at unit
meetings May 21to 23.

Magnoha—Qu;en Anne day
unit will meet with Mrs,
Raymond Dowling, 3219 37th
Ave. W., AT 48258, May 21,
9:30 a.m. Magnolia-Quesn
Anne evening unit will mest at
the home of Mrs. John Aldrich,
2415 Monta Vista Pl. W, AT ..
4-4661, May 24, at 8 p.m. i
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The Board of King County
Freeholders will hold its final
deliberative session Saturday
before a three-week layoff dur-
ing which the fruits of their
five-month effort are translated
into a rough draft of the new
county charter.

Still to be decided are their
final opinions on thie initiative,
referendum and recall, although
discussion Saturday indicated
the group wished these citizen-
protection vehicles included in
the first draft. Freeholders also
will vote on the status of present
county elected officials and
whether the charter should in-
clude a public defender and a
bureau or official to handle
citizen complaints. The latter,

known popularly as an “om- ¢

budsman,” has considerable’
sentiment going for it among the
group.

By a 9 to 4 vote, freeholders
Saturday supportﬂﬁd the concept
of an elected assessor. The
majority vote included Valley

members of the board, all of :

whom were concerned fhat the
matter of appointment versus

election of the assessor not be g

the issue that torpedoes the
charter.

County Freeholders' decision in
1952 to make the assessor an
appointive office helped to scut-
tle the county's first . . . and
only . . . attempt to rewrite the
charter.

On other offices, freeholders
voted to appoint but not elimi-
nate the office of coroner, with
all other officials except the
clerk to be appointed by the
elected county executive. He,
they decided, should be appoint-
ed by JUdC'CS of the Superior
Court. The group also voted to
sharply limit the functions of the
auditor to include only the con-

duct of post — and other audits.

‘.

It has been widely 8
regarded that the Board of King
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The Board of King County
Frecholders will hold its final
deliberative sessicn  Saturdiy
before a three-week layoff dur-
ing which the fruits of their
fne month effort are translated
into a rough draft of the new
county charter.

Still to be decided are their
final opinions on the initiative,
referendum and recall, althouc‘h
discussion  Saturday md'r‘ated
the group wished these citizen-
protection vehicles included in
the first draft. Freeholders also
will vote on the status of present
.county elected officials and
whether the charter should in-
clude a public defender and a
bureau or official to han
citizen complaints. The lattor
known popularly as an “om-
budsman,”
sentiment going for it among the
group.

By a 9 to 4 vote, frecholders
Saturday supported the concept
of an elected assessor. The
majority vote included Valley
members of the board, all of
whom were concerned that the
matter of appointment versus
election of the assessor not be
the issue that torpedoes the
charter. It has been widely
regarded that the Board of King
Count) Freeholders' decision in
1952 to make the assessor an
appointive office helped to scut-
tle the county's first . . . and
only.. . . attempt to rewrite the
charter

On other offices, freeholders
voted to appoint but not elimi-
nate the office of coroner. with
all other officials except the
clerk to be appointed by the
elected county executive. He,
they decided, should be appoint-
ed by ]ud“ea of the Superior
Court. The group also voted to
sharply limit the functions of the
auditor to include only the con-
duct of post — and other audits..

Est. 1858 \,\

has considerable’
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By JERDRY BERGSMAN
The need will continue for
fire, water and sewer dis-

-tricts — particutarly in ex-

panding and developing
areas — officials of such dis-
tricts toid the King Connty
Board fo Frecholders Tues-
dey night.

The officials pleaded that
the status of the r’i\(:‘ cts not
be  changed  theon the
charter the Ir\c‘*nldcrs are
drafting for subdmission to
Voters.

0

TREEHOLDERS have dis-
cussed giving county zovern-
ment some authority to enter
service areas handled by the
districts. :

t appears unlikely, howev-
er, that the Frecholders will
atterupt to eliminate the dis-
tricts.

The efficiency of county
government came in for
heavy criticism by a number
of special-district officials.
They expressed a fear that a
takeover by the county
would mean poorer service
and higher foes for taxpay-
ers in the districts. King
County has 33 special fire
districts plus many sewer
and water districts.

W. Ed Garner, executive
secretary of the Washington

Fire Cominissioners Asso-
ciation, predicted that most
areas in Western King Coun-
tv will b2come incorporated
within cities, but he said
there wili he a reed for fire
districts in Eastern King
County many years.

Garner saw the fire dis-
tricts as required during the
“transition from forested
areas to cities.” He discount-
ed as impractical the con-
cept of a county-wide fire
district. Garner said differ-
ing levels of fire protection
are desired and a county-
wide district would make it
more difficult to get volun-
teer firemen.

Robert H. Ely, president of
the County Firc Prevention
Inspectors Assnciation and
chief of the Bellevue Fire
District, said county officials
should take a *‘serious look
at the field of fire prevention
and fire control. Many im-
provements are still necd-
d "

HE SAID fire districts
must rely on the county to
adopt fire codes. Though the
situation is improving, he
said, county ofticials *‘for
too long have been followers
instead of leaders.”

Not all water districts
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have water mains big
enough or in sufficient num-
ber for fire control, Ely add-
ed.

Sewer- and water-district
officials said they have per-
sonal knowledze of their
areas and the arcas’ needs.

John Cartano, attorney for
the Bellevue Vater District,
contended the special dis-
tricts provide local conirol,
responsibility and represen-
tation. He said transfer of
control to county govern-
ment would result in tapping
water revenue for other
uses.

“Studies show.” he said,
“that when a water system
is made a part of a larger
governmental organization,
it frequently subsidizes non-
income - producing depart-
ments of that govemmental
operation.”

Don Holm, attorney repre-
senting water and sewer dis-
tricts, contended the special
districts are vital in expand-
ing areas. If the area is com-
pletely developed and only
maintenance is involved, he
sald, “it becomes quite im-
material who handles the op-
eration, the county or a dis-
trict.”” Holm called for pre-
serving the right of taxpay-
ers to expand a local facility.
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By ERIAN JOHNSON

The King County Freeholders are now in the final
stages of drafting a new county charter (for
consideration by the voters).

One of the major decisions was made over the
weexend when the 15-member board considered the
question of elective versus appointive offices. The
tentative resolution of the question was to retain the
county assessor’s office as an elective position. To
have the County Commissioners appoint a legislative
auditor. The executive of the new county government
would be charged with appointment of the coroner,
sheriff, and trezsurer. The judges of the Superior
Court would appoint the clerk of the court.

All of these positions are now elective.

The clected positions would be the eounty

" administrator, the county commissioners, and the
assessor.

The decision to retain the assessor as an elective
post was obviously conditioned on the fact that many

*of the freeholders felt that making all of those
Ppositions appointive would jeopardize voter passage
" of the eventual document.

The decision to chop out most of the elected
positions ind<ed met with a mixed reaction at County
Hall this week. The basic argument is over whether
the individual voter should have the right to pass
judzement on the.performance of each individual
currently elected. )

The other side of the coin is that with nine County
Commissioners and a chief executive, who is elected,
the voters have substantial control over their county.
Thus many feel the administrative positions can be
appointive without compromising the control people
have over their government.

The assessor’s office was maintained as an
elective position because this is regarded as the office
closest to the hearts or spleen of the electorate. But
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many of the frecholders felt this position, too, should
be appointive.

It was interesting to note the reaction of one
county commissioner who favors retention of elective
positions. He said there were "‘tv.o positions which I
feel could be better served by appointive officers.”
One was the clerk of the court, who the commissioner
felt could be best chosen by the judges of the Superior
Court. The second position was county

superintendent of schools. This elective !

administrative position, the commissioner felt, could

B

obviously be filled by a man chosen by the County -

School Board or other such agency. The freeholders
are unable to speak on that position.

Another elective position is county prosecutor.
There are many who feel it is’somewhat strange for
an officer of the court to stand partisan election, as he
now does.

There is, of course, no such thing as Republican
law or Democrat law. There is also an open question
as to whether or not the prosecutor should be elected
or chosen on the recommendations of the bar by the
County Board.

But the freeholders were unable to consider that
question, too. The freeholders said, “Many of our
professional and administrative leaders should be
kept out of the political light.”

It is a question well worth discussing whether the
prosecuting attorney and school superintendent
should be kept out of the political light, partisan or
non partisan.

If the voters of King county agreed with the
frecholders’ decision to transform many of the now
elected positions into appaintive positions. it might
then be wise to study the 21st Amendment to the
State Constitution which mandates that they put on
blinders as far as the prosecutor and school
superintendent are concerned. The 2lst amendment
forbids the freeholders from affecting the election of

prosecutor or school superintendent. /
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Favoring Eleciion of Chief Executive

By JERRY BERdomax
Efforts to reversc a tenta-
tive decis
holdeys  in  favor ol
elected courty chief exccu-
tive appeared downed (o
failure yesterday.

[
& James P. Curran, one of

those who had held out for
an appointed administrator,
announced he has switched

cision was made April 20 on
an 8-6 vote. Now the lineup
in favor of an elected execu-

%

t o the majority side. The de-
)

{

An effut to reverse the
position is expected June
when a preliminary

I tive is at least §-5.

submitted to the board. But
Curran’s decision puts the
success of the efiort in
greater doubt.

A NUMBER OF those fa-
voring an appointed adminis-
rator have been attempting

?'_'
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By JERRY BERGSMAN

 Etforts to reverse a tenta-
tive decision by county Free-
holders in favor of an
elected county chief execu-
tive appeared doomed 1o
failure today.
James P. Curran, one of
- those who had held out for
an appointed administrator,
announced he has switched
to the majority side. The de-
cision was made April 20 on
an 8§ vote. Now the lineup

in favor of an elected execu- '

tive is at least 9-5,

An effort to reverse the
position is expected June
8 when 2 preliminary
draft of the charter will be
submitted to the board. But
Curran's decision puts the
success  of
greater doubt.

A NUMBER OF those fa-
voring an appointed adminis-
trator have been attempting
to persuade those on the ma-
jority side to switch.

Jack Geoffroy, one of the
Freeholders who voted for
an clecied executive but in-
dicated he would favor an
appointed administrator  if
commissioners were elected
county-wide, since has made
clear he does not plan to re-
verse his vete,

In effect, an elected execu-
vite tozether with a nine-
member Board of County
Commissioners would give
the county the equivalent of
a mayor-council form of gov-
emment, similar to Seattle’s,

Curran said: *“After fur-
ther reflection, study and
consideration of the remarks
of more recent speakers and,
finally, in defcrence to the
problem of zetting the char-
ter accente:! hv tha nasnla 1

T T

Fregeih;o_lders Add New Vote to Majority
Favoring Election of

the effort in .

to persuade those on the ma-
Jority side to switch.

Jack Geofiroy, onc of the
Frechalders who voted for
an etected exccutive but in-
dicated he would faver an
appointed  administrator  if
commissioners were elected
county-wide, since has made
clear he does not plan to re-
verse his vote,

In effect, an elected cexecu-
vite together with a nine-
member Board of County
Commissioners would give
the county the equivalent of
a mayor-councit form of gov-
ernmeit, similar to Seattle’s,

Curran said: “After fur-
ther veflection, study and
consideration of the remarks
of more recent speakers and,
finally, in deference tw the
problem of getting the char-
ter accepted by the people, |
have concluded that the
chief executive should be

county  official should be
elected county-wide so over-
all issues would be discussed

in election campaigns.
Frecholders will have at
least two chances to confirm
or reversc tentative deci-
sions. The first will be when
the preliminary draft is dis-
cussed, The second will
come when the final draflt is
approved section by section.
Those favoring an elected
P X s

elected in a partisan elec-
tion, county-wide."

CURRAN SAID he always
has  felt calling  for an
elected executive would en-
fin e prospects of obtaining
passage of a county charter.

It has been decided tenta-
tively that county commniis-
sioners should be elected
from districts, a key consi-
deration of several Frechold-
ers in their decision to favor
election of the executive as
well. A number felt one
county  official should be
elected county-wide so over-
all issues would be discussed
in_clection campuigns.

Frecholders will have at
least two chunces to confirm
or reverse (tentative deci-
sions. The first will be when
the preliminary draft is dis-
cussed. The second will
come when the final draft is
approved scction by section.

Those favoring an elected
exccutive believed it would
insure separation of the ad-
miristrative and lcgis
branches, fix respons
on a single elected ofiicer
whom the public could
remove at the polling place
and provide the county with
a key official who lives in
the community and has a
stake in it.

ON THE other side, it was
argucd that an appointed ad-
ministrator wovld guarantes
professional  munagemem,
mairtain power in the com-
missioners instvad of an ex-
ecutive and eliminute politi-
cul patronage. .

Several Freeholders have
expressed concern that an
elected executive would have
overwhelming authority
compared to the power given

the commissioners. /r

e~ gy

Chief Executive

executive believed it would
insure separation of the ad-
ministrative and leogislative
branches, fix respensib ty
or a single elected cificer
whom the public could
Temove at the polling place
and provide the county with
a key official who lives in
the community and has a
stake in it.

¢

ON THE other side. it wae

argued that an appointed ad-
ministrator would guarantee
professional  management,
maintai in the com-
i «d of an ex.
ecutive and eliminate politi-
cal patronage.

Several Frecholders have
expressed concern that an
elected executive would have
overwhelming authority
compared to fhe power giveg,

Al am——
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wugcj.@E@@rs Agree to Give Job Sccms‘*y

By JERRY BERGSMAN

The Bg d_ of County Free-
terday “agreed to

‘give job sccurity to county

commissioners  and  other

i clected oflicials affected by

~a proposed charter.

The charter will switch
county elections from cven-
numbered to odd-nuinbered
years to focus attention on

Feounty officials in local elec-

tion to the board June 8.

each.

tions.
These were among a series
of decisions the bomd made S
in its last session before the |
staff prepares a preliminary
charter draft for presenta-

ThRe WO culinly  cominis-
sioners elected in November
and the one holdover com- -
missioner would become
members of the proposed
nine-maimber Board of Com-.
missioners until their terms.)’
expire, If the charter is ap-*
proved, Commissjoncr John
Speliman  will have two)
years left, and the two efect- =
ed in November, four years
Commissioners - John,
O'Brien and Ed Munro are
expected to seek re-clection

———

‘this year.
ELECTED department |
heads would reccive the!

same salary they do now un- £
til their terms expire in twoy-
years. They also wouid bc'
ailowed to remain as county -
cemployes, although possibly .
in lcsser job classilications -
than department heads.
‘Charter proposals call for

“clection of nine commission-

C

< and auditor.

ers from districts, a county
exccutive and asscssor, all
on partisan tickets, It pro- -
vides for appointment in-
stead of election of the sher-
iff, coroner, clerk, treasurer

'county to operate utilities

and establish branch court-
houses throughout the county
also will be considered later.
j.egal  questions on  each
must be answered first.

‘FURTHER attempts will
be made to retain the audi-
tor as an elected official. Si-

responsible for fiscal audits
and serve as a citizen com-
plaint bureau.- By 7 to 4,
freeholders voted to provide
some form of citizen com-
pluint  bureun, but details
were left open,

James Curran said he will
move later to include in the

and to establish branch of-
fices, including Superior
Court functions, outside the
main Courthouse.

The effort to appoint an
assessor was defeated 9 to 2.
Virginia Gunby bad pro-
posed the assessor by ap-
pointed by the executive and
run for election withoul op-

mon

N ——

i will be allowed to set their .

Wampold
McDonald suggested an
elected  auditor

.
r

and Don

should be

Freezing into office the
county commissioners and
giving permancnt job securi-
ty to present elected depart-:

" ment heads were seen as) -
- ways to climinate opposition
¢ to the charter and preserve
_ continuity and experience in

counly government during
the transition period.
As a starting salary, the

. board agreed the executive

should earn 50 per cent more
than the commissioners.
That would place his salary
at $27,000 a year. After their
first terms, commissioncrs

~ own pay level.

~some sort of public com-;

ATTEMPTS TO place re-
strictions on an elected as-
sessor were defeated. Free-
holders agreed to create:

plaint bureau, placed quall-
fications on the referendum -
process and rejected estab-
lishment of a public-defender
system for

with crimes.

charter an cnabling clause to
allow the county to operate
in the ficlds of water, sewer
and 'fire protection services:

; sidered later.
i Provisions

~

those charged

o ap——— i e

Although frecholders  de-
feated by a € to 6 split a pro-;
posal to allow appointment.
by the county executive of a;
legal dcpaxtmcnl, outside the
prosecutor s office, they votd
ed 8 to 5 to prepare for later;

- -consideration a section pcr-;
mitting creation of .the des
partment by the commission-
‘ers.” Whether --the charter
.could_create such a depart-
‘ment’is a legal question.

A teniative agreement was

reached to take rezoning
from the Planning Commis-
sion and give it to the county
commissioners, but the
whole question of establish-
ing procedurcs for quasi-ju-
. dicial functions will be con-,

allowing

- position to allow the public
1o accept ar reject the ap-
pointment. Motions- to limit ’

the
]

the assessor to two four-year
terms and change the name
to appraiser also were
beaten.

Commissioners  will  con-
firm cxecutive appointments
to head departments with di-
rect scrvice to the public but
not those o head inlernal
county operations. The exe-

-cutive will be allowed to fire

department  heads  without

appeal.
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“Bob Eberle to Seek L
‘U.S. Congress Seat

in 77%‘1 Dss vict

Bob berle 2(1ng_Cgunty
Freeholder and Fprmer State
Legisiator irom West Seattle,
announced today that he will
seek the T7th District United
States Congress seat currently
held by Brock Adams.

Eberle, 33, a 7th District resi-
dent for the past 8 years, made
his formal announcement be-

-fore a meeting of West Seattle

business and community lead-
ers.

He assailed Adams’ record
in Congress as being one of
appeasement in Viet Nam and
a disciple of the ‘“giani ad-
ministration spending policies
which have brought our nation
to the brink of financial di-
saster.”

Eberle expressed hope for
successful negotiations on Viet
Nam, but expressed doubt as
to the competency of any ad-
ministration-appointed negotia-
tion team.

“I am concerned about the
people who our government
will be sendmg to that negotia-
ting table,” the Republican
Congressional candidate said.
“The record of the Democrat
Party in the 20th Century, of
starting wars and then losing
the peace has been consistent
and tragic.”

“From Versaille to Viet Nam,
that record of negotiations has
been clear. We spill blood to
win the war, only to suffer de-
feat and dishonor behind the
closed door of the conference
room,’”’ Eberle continued. :

Eberle extended his attack
of the Democrat administration
to Bobby Kennedy, saying,
“He proposes a one-way halt
to our military effort in Viet
Nam, he promotes supplying
blood to the North Vietnamese,
and he advocates forcing the
South Vietnamese to accept
into their government the rep-
resentatives of their mortal
foes to the North. He is propos-
ing the same ‘peace-at-any-
price’ that Neville Chamberlain
purchased from Hitler at Mun-
ich.”

“We cannot afford a United
States Congressman from this
7th District who has echoed this
same equivocating policy by
saying, “Senator Kennedy is the
best candidate (for the Presi.
dency) to bring about the new
policies 1 have repeatedly ad-
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Bob Eberle

vocated and thought neces-

sary.”

“Adams has supported trade
with Red China. He has spoken
out for the one-way. no-strings-
attached cessation of bombing
in Viet Nam. He has voted for
and advocated the entire pack-

age of Kennedy-mcpxred ‘puli-

out, pack-up and ship-off’ polic-
ies designed to stalemate our
troops, suffocate our military
ability, and stagnate our desire
to win.”

Eberle has taken a leave of
absence from his job as
Research Engineer at The Boe-
ing Company to become “a
working candidate.” He is
President of the Washington
Young Republican Federation
and as a Washington State
Legislator from 1833 to 1965 he
served on the Local Govern-
ment, Highways and Commerce
Committecs and was Vice
Chairman of the State Govern-
ment Committee.

His civic activity member-
ships have included the Rapid
Transit Cominittee of the Great-
er Bellevue Chamber of Com-
merce, the Mercer Island PTA,
the Island Council Legislative
Committee, the National Rifle
Association and the YMCA
Youtl in Government Com-
mittee. He is an Instructor of
the Boeing Public Affairs Class
and was chosen a Freecholder
from the Central District in
last November's countywide
election. .

Eberle and his wife, Kay, a
former teacher at Asa Mercer
Junior High, have three child-
ren; Susan, 8; Dan, 4; and Jill,
1. The family attends Redeemer
Lutheran Church.

#

Mrs North Qunts
Review Board

i
Mrs. “Lois H. North re-
signed today from the King

County Boundary Review
Board.
Mrs. ‘North, on the 11

memiber board since it was
formed late last year, wrote
Gov. Dan Evans that her
campaign for state represen-
tative in the 44th District

demands her full time and'

" energies.

Mrs. North, a Repubhcan
also is on te¢ Board of Fres-
also is on the Board of Free-
holders, which™ 15 a@rafting a
charter. The Boundary Re-

LY i

()

- tion petitions.

i

. _“_.___‘___,_._,___-—a .

view Board acts on annexa-
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The need will continue for
fire, water and sewer dis-
tricts — particularly in ex-
panding and developing
areas — oificials of such dis-
tricts told the King County
Board of Freenolders Tast

night. T
- The officials pleaded that
the status of the districts not
be changed through the
‘charter the Freeholc‘ele are
drafting for submission to
—-voters.

FREEHCLDERS have dib-
cussed giving county govern
© ment some authority to enter
service areas handled by the
districts.
It appears uniikely. howev-
er, that the Freeholders will
- attempt to eliminate thé d's-
tricts.
The efficiency of county
T government came in- for
heavy criticism by a number
“of special-district officials.
- They expressed a fear that a
. takeover by the -county
would mean poorer service
- and higher fees for taxpay-
. ers in the districts. King
County has 35 special fire
districts plus many sewer
and water districts.
W. Ed Garner, executive
. secretary of the Washington

D]
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Fire Commissioners Asso-
clation, predicted that most
areas in Western King Coun-
tv will become incorporated
within cities, but he said
there will be a need for fire
districts in Eastern King
County many years.

Garner saw the fire dis-
tricts as requived during the
“transition from forested
areas to cities.” He discount-
ed as impracticat the con-
cept of a county-wide fire
district. Garner said differ-
ing levels of fire protection
are desired and a county-
wide district would make it
more difficult to get volun-
teer firemen.

Robert H. Ely, president of
the County Fire Prevention
Inspectors Association and
chief of the Bellevue Fire
District, said county officials
should take a “‘serious look
at the field of fire prevention
and fire control. Many im-
provements are stxll need-

d I

HE SAID f{ire districts
must rely on the county to
adopt fire codes. Though the
situation is improving, he
said, county officials “for
too long have been followers

“instead of leaders.”

Not aill water districts
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have water

enough or in sufficient num- |

ber for fire control Ely add-
ed.

i
Sewer- and watcr«lzsmct._

1
]

2

officials said they have per- §

sonal  knowlodue  of
areas and the areas’ necds.

Joha Cartano, atterncy fer
the Bellevue Water District,
contended the spacial dis-
tricts provide Iocal control,
responsibilily and represen-
tativn, He said transfer of
control to county govern-
ment would result in tapping
water revenue for
uses, )

“Studies show.” he said,
“that when a water system
is made a part of a larger
governmental crganization,
it frequently subsidizes non-
income - producing depart-
ments of that governmental
operation.”

Don Holm, attorney repr e
senting water and sewer dis-
tricts, contended the special
districts are vital in expand-
ing areas. If the area is com-
pletely developed and only
maintenance is involved, he
said,
material who handles the op-
eration, the.county or a dis-
trict.” Holm called for pre-
serving the ri
ers to expand a local facility.

their’

“it becomes quite im- [;
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“" Unfounded Fears

Fears, expressed this week, that the

“ new King County charter being drafted

by freecholders might seek elimination
or consolidation of rural water and
sewer districts are unfounded fears.
Even if the frecholders desired to in-
clude provisions in the charter to elimi-
nate such special districts, they
couldn’t do it. The reason is that such
distriets have been created by the State
Legislature, In order for counties to
take them over, new enabling legisla-
tion would need to be passed in Olym-
ia,
P So the county’s water and sewer dis-

. trict commissioners can relax, for the

present at least.
Since the subject has arisen, howev-

legislative study.

er, it’'s a good time to consider the
eventual consolidation or elimination of
some of King County’s myriad of local
utility and other special districts. There
is a total of 189 local taxing districts
within the boundaries of King County,
second only to the number in sprawling
Cook County in Illinois.

MANY OF THE county’s special
districts are administered efficiently
and economically, yet we suspect there
are a considerable number which are
not and that their taxpayers would be
better served by professional manage-
ment on the county level.

It’s a subject that deserves serious
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By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE
Our County News Bureau
Voters in King County will
cast at least 480,000 votes for
President in November's presi-
dential election, County Elec-
tions Supt. Ed Logan predicted
Friday.

« Logan made the prediction on
the basis of an estimated regis-
tration which he expects will
approximate 575,000 by the time
books close October 5 for the
general election. He said total
voles cast usually amount to
around 80 per cent of the
county’s registered voters.

At the same time, Logan
revealed procedures by which
new residents to the state may
cast their vote for President.
Washington State is now the 17th
state which permits reduced
residency requirements for a
presidential election.

Under the rules to be an-
nouriced soon by Sccretary of
State A. Ludlow Kramer, a

presidential vote may be cast by  Although it is expected that
ar ~erson who has lived in the both political parties, groups
‘e for at Ieast two mounths and supporicrs of political can-
to the general election didates will stage a large regis-

L

ber 17, urging that presidential
ballot applications be filed ear-
ly. Otherwise, Logan warned,
late applications would not per-
mit election officials to process
requests,

o,
;
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- IRESIC

November 4. Kramer then re- tions to county books, Logan
turns a presidential and vice- predicted. He said public inler-
presidential ballot by mail on est in the recenl Forward
which the voter may indicate his Thrust election had produced
preference and return, again no approximately 35,000 new regis-
later than midnight, Nevember trations in King County, which,
4. Neither the application nor with the 5,000 persons who have
the balint will need to be notar- registered since then, should
ized, Logan said, although mis- add 75,000 new voters to election
statement of residency consti- rolls.

tutes perjury.

The possibility that King
Counly voters would face the
lengthy ballot which confronted
them in the Forward Thrust
clection was discounted Friday
by the county election officiai.
Lopan said he will seek co-oper-
alion from Jocal taxing districts,
including port, school districts,
and others, to place their financ-
ing measures on the primary
ballot. ’

Inforinational Campaign Due

In order that all new Washing-
ton residents will receive their
ballot in time to have it process-
ed, logan said that political
parties, candidates, and official
election personnel would begin a
large-scale public-information
campaign immecdiately follow-
ing the state primary Septem-

“We have no rubber ballot —
and it looks now as if the
general-election ballot could be
a lengthy one jf these bonding
propositions are not handled
earlier,” Logan declared. He
said he saw no problem in their
validation, as the i
year necessary for many fund-

wglidatine
YauGaling

ence’
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considerably smaller vole casu
than could be expected even in
this fall's primary election.
Dozcn State Issues

sioner of public lands, and insu_r-

ance commissioner . in
addition to their party’s nomi-
nee for President and Vice

Three bond issues on which
voters will choose includes $25,-
000,000 for water-pollution con-
trol (Referendum 17), $40,-

King County voters will vote President which will hcad each 000,000 for outdoor recreational
an 12 state-wide propositions party’s slate on the voting ma- areas and facilitics (Referen-

now certified for the gencral-
election ballot and four initiative
measures Logan predicted also
would appear. In addiition, King
County voters will vote on 22
positions for Superior Court. a
Central and South District coun-
ty commissioner, a stale sena-
tor in the Ist, 4ist, and 48th
Districts, state representatives
in all districts, two Justice Court
Judges in  Aukeen and
Skykomish, two municipal
judges, and precinct committee-
men.

Also headed for the general-
election ballot is the new county
charter now being readied by
the Board of King County Free-
holders, T -

State-wide, voters will select
one United Stales senator, seven
congressmen, four judgces of the
State Supreme Court, 50 Superi-
cr Court judges, a governor,
lieutenant governor, sccrotary

November 5, 1968, by requesting tration effort this summer, it is ing propositions would be based of state, treasurer, auditor, at-
an affidavit from the secretary unlikely their efforts will add on bailots cast in an off-year lorney general, superintenent of
of state's oilice by midnight, more than 35,000 new registra- election in which there was a public instruction, commis-
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CORRECTION

° KING COUNTY BUILDING DEPARTMENT
400 King Ccunty Cour'thouse

MA 245900 Ext.

Name

ADDRESS
- NOTICE

REFERENCE)
630

candidates opens.

" August 2 — Last day for any

candidate to file.

Delivery services. emergency services
(sheriff, fire, ambulance, etc.) postal
and other authorities require all res-
idences to have corrcct addresses.

It is necessary to chancge this address.

from

made.

precinct committeeman.

July 29 — Filing date for all

August 9 — Last day political
parties may fill vacancies
where no filing has been November 4 — Last day to cast

August 16 — Last day to file for

August 17 — First registration .
deadline: Last day to reg-

Here's Election-Date
Information You'’ll Need

(CLIP  AND SAVE FOR

tions.

September 17 — State primary
election.
r & — Final registration
deadline: Last day to reg-

ister in order {o be eligible-
to vote at the state gener-

al election.

special presidential ballot
for persons living in the
state two months or Jong-
er; last day to cast absen-
tee ballot.

ister in order to be eligible November 5 — State general

{old address)

to

(new address)}

This change is effective imaediately. We

will notify the post

checked below within

—

+” Phone Co.
v Liaht Co.
Gas Co,

K
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Get One

Ta ety Teaetves
hitng County v e
Ahoent 3}
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We will officially notify other agencies

shculd also notify them sooner by phone,

wour mail enrricr for chanae
10 help you notify others,

a s

ofiice within 48 hrs.

to vole at both the state
_ primary and general elec-

election; U.S. presidential |

§7

election.

chine.

King County voters along with
others in the state will be
deciding upon seven proposed
amendments (o the state consti-
tution, including measures au-
thorizing investment of public
pension or retirement funds
(SJR 5), the establishment of a
court of appeals (SJR 6), the
creation of a state building
authority (SJR 17), authorizing
two-year excess levies rather
than one as at present, (SJR 23),
and SJR No. 24 which would
demand that all vacancies in
county elective partisan offices
be filled by a member of the
same political party as his
predecessor.

Other proposed amendments
lo the constitution include prop-
erly assessments on recreation-
al lands based on use (HJR 1),
and a provisisn that public
officials’ salaries may be in-
creased during their terms of
office except those who fix their
own salaries (HJR 13).

the next 10 days. You

v~ Election Dep't.
Water District
Sewer District

of add-

of These?

a notive bhde thoy an b doaor it

sansing the aldrewy nf (e

. T age?

dum 18), and $63,000,000 for
capital improvements at institu-
tions of higher education and the
State Dcpartment of General
Administration and the Depart-
ment of Institutions (Ref. 19).

Other state-wide issues to be
on the ballot include an Initia-
tive to the Legislature (No. 32)
regulaling the processing of
state timber, and a referendum
measure (No. 35) which would
prevent an open-housing provi-
sion of a new state law from
becoming cffective.

The four initiative measures
Logan felt would obtain suffi-
cient signatures by July to
quailfy for the general election
arc Initiative 241 (calling a state
constitutional convention), Initi-
ative 242 (implied consent to
evidence of liquor lest), Initia-
tive 244 (the transfer of iwo
mills of the state property tax to
the county to provide needed
county funds), and Initiative 245
(reducing intercst rates on re-
volving credit from 18 to 12 per
cent).
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Q icials Safe
Unéer Cha rier

BY WALTER A. EVANS

Elected King County officials would be
retained under “the proposed charter, free-
holders decided yesterday.

By an 11-2 vote, the frecholders voted to
incorporate cmmt\ commissioners into the

legislative body for the length of their

une\pned terms, should the charter be ap-
proved by-voters next November.

Elected county officers got an even bet-
ter break.

IT WAS DECIDED tfo give them their
remaining time in ofﬁce al the same sal-
ary — even though they might be demnted
—"and to give them tenure after the expi-
ration of their terms.

The tenure would be without rezard to
salary, however, and they would be paid
for the duties performed.

Both decisions came after lengthy de-

bate.

Another hot issue. the ‘“ombudsman”
idea, survived two atterpis to shelve it
and will go into the first charter dxaft with
several altexnatne provisions. The “om-
budsman” would bandle citizen com-
plaints.

THE EXACT form will be hammered
out at subsequent meetings. but there were
recommendations that the office be under
executive, legislative and judicial arms of
government.

All will be incorporated into the draft
report and the final selection will be made
after what promises to be hot and lengthy
debate.

Names were assigned to the e\ecu’me
and legislative bodies.

The nine-member legisliative body will
be known as “commissirmers" and the
chief executive as the “county executive.”

THE COUNTY executfive's initial salary
was set at 12 times that of the commis-

-4, (Page T, Column 1)
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sioners and the charter will
provide that his salary at
all times be at least a mul-
Ainle of the comniissioners’
sa'aries. ’

The latter provision was
to 6 and only after
Vice Chairman Simon

. Wampold changed his vote.

>

In other actions, the free-
holders:

— DROPPED a qualifica-
tion provision for the office
of assessor and decided to

- retain that name rather

than change it to appraiser.
A motion to limit the asses-
sor to two terms failed also.

—Directed the staff to
prepare a charter with ex-
isting governmental agen-
cles grouped into functional
areas.

—Approved legislative
eonfirmation of the county
executive’s appointments in
the line function offices.

—~AFFIRMED the coun-
ty executive’s right to dis-
miss department heads and
squashed a motion to give a
dismissed department head
the right to a public hear-

ing. .

~—Approved three referen-
dum proposals which would
pattern restrictions on re-

" ferenda along state consti-

tution lines; would require

" all referenda submitied by
. the commissioners to the

" people be first passed as or-

dinances, and would pro- |

" vide for referenda as the re-

sult of petitions signed by
citizens.

—Passed a section which |
would attempt to abolish
some statutory boards and
commissions and transfer .

" theirfunctions to other |

branches of government,

~“ —IN conjunction with the
. sbove, passed a section

which would bypass the
present planning commis-
sion and submit hearings
on land-use directly to the .
legislative body and an-
other which would set up a
quasi-judicial review board.

~—Dropped a plan to pro-
vide an office of public de-
fender but okayed language
that would permit its estab-

" lishment by commissioners.

—Approved legislative re-
view of personnel board pol-

icies.

—Decided to hold elec-
tions in odd numbered

. years,

. providing an

ON ONE item, that of

-independent

" legal department for the

chief executive, the free-

* holders deadlocked at 6-8

ARARRNEREERE RS L XRE

with one abstention. _

The matter was postponed
indefinitely.

The freeholders will meet
again June 8, at which time |
the first' draft of the pro-
posed charter will be dis-
cussed ;
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that train has passed

County-City Should Merge;
Freeholders’ Job Obsolete

Ideal Project for League of Women Voters

King County freeholders, elected to draw up a new
charter for the county, have been meeting faithfully to do
their job and the final draft will soon be ready. There
have been long debates about the number of commis-

sioners, whether or not some officials should

be elected or appointed, and other equally
obtuse problems.

Certainly the freeholders are doing a
conscientious and workmanlike job, but we
can’t help wondering if they are not con-

see it | cerned with a plan that is outdated, out-
. moded and obsolete. -

Ph,lhp Today there are compelling reasons for

Bailey | the consolidation of governing bodies. First,

] of course, is the expensive and wasteful
duplication of officials and employees, starting with law
enforcement agencies, and running through the courts,
fire departments, parks, planning, schools and so on, ad
infinitum.

If these duplicated agencies made the problems easier -

of solution, they might justify their existence, but just
the opposite is the case. Planning is a prime example.
Proper use of land will become ever more important, and
it will become increasingly necessary as population and
industry expand. It must be accomplished on at least a
county-wide basis, preferably a regional one.

Only One Agency

Roads and highways should certainly be under the
control of one central agency, not only to insure proper
location of secondary highways and roads, but to avoid
the duplication and expense of two engineering depart-
ments.

Sewage and garbage disposal is just another facet of
government that requires area-wide planning and solu-
tions. :

Lethargy, resistance to change, tenure of existing
office holders, will make consolidation difficult. But it
seems inconceivable that voters will allow these difficulties
to stand in the way of necessary changes which will insure
more efficient and less expensive government.

Pressure for the change must come from the voters
themselves, for those ensconced in office will never take
the initiatjve, and will, on the other hand, fight valiantly
for the status quo.

It would seem to me that an organization such as
the League of Women Voters could and should take on
the job of assembling the facts and figures necessary to
obtain a clear cut picture of the savings and benefits from
consolidated government. They could then present such
a plan to the voters for approval. It would be a major
undertaking, but one which would be of incalculable profit
to the whole community.

We are, after all, in the jet age, not in the horse and
buggy era, and our government should adjust to that
reality. v
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On FREEHOLDER
(EDITOR'S NOTE: Following is the first in'a series on King County
Freeholders and their efforts to draw up a satisfactory county charter to

be presented to voters for their approval. The series is being written by
Mrs. Evelyn Amyes, officialobserver for the League of Women Voters of

Seattle at the Freeholders’ sessions.)
By MRS. EVELYN AMYES

Who are the King County
Freeholders? A group of 13 men
and two women elected from three
districts in King County to write a
charter. They serve without pay,
working until the charter is
completed and submitted to the
voters for approval.

The term *‘freeholder” means an
owner of a freehold — a piece of
land which can be passed to heirs.
The other uniquely high
requirements met by the King
County freeholder candidates were
that they be qualified electors
(registered voters} with at least five
years’ residence in the county.

Why does King County need a
charter? To modernize
government. The present form of
county government was established
114 years ago by the Washington
Territorial Assembly.” In those
pioneer days a county was thought
to be an agency of the state needing
few powers, since it would serve
sparsely settled rural areas. Thej
form of government established’
then is basically unchanged today.

In the years since 1854, the.
population has grown to more than

a million. King County is now
larger in population than nearly one
third of the states of the Union.

© With more people crowding

together, more problems have
developed: problems of garbage,
water supply, flood control,
sewage, planning for orderly
growth, and many others.

Because the county had few
powers granted by the state to dea]
with these emerging problems,
special districts have been formed.
Today there are a total of 237
governmental units in the county,

’s\omeﬁmes working in opposit

directions. ’

King County elects the three
legislator-administrators  (the
county commissioners) and 34
other independent county officials.
In addition there are appointed
officials, boards, and commissions.
Because there are so many, the
citizen may become confused about
whom to hold responsible for
action or lack of action. -

Many students of governmen
believe that county structure
should be simpler, more
understandable, better able to solve
problems, more responsibe to the

.wishes of the people than the

present organization of King
County permits.

The State Constitution will allow
us home rule to establish for
ourselves the kind of government
we want in King County if, and only
if. we adopt a county charter. The
Freeholders are now at work
drawing up such a charter.

Future articles will report on the
prugress of the Freeholders. it

e
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By Our County News Bureau

The chairman of the Board of
King County Commissioners
predicted yesterday a decision
to make all county election
officials but the assessor appoin-
tive could endanger the passage
of a new county charter.

Members of the Board of King
County Freeholders voted Satur-
day to make the county posts of
sheriff, coroner, clerk, treasur-

er and auditor appointive posi-

tions.

Commission chairman John
O'Brien declared their decision,
contrary to the position he had
recommended their taking,
could interfere with the success °
of the initiative at the polls. He
pointed out that such a move
undoubtedly would cause opposi-
tion among the two political
. .parties . . . a factor that helped

~use the defeat of the county's
only other charter effort in 1952.

This was corraborated yester-
day by Kenneth Rogstad, King
County Republican chairman,
who said the freeholders’ deci-
sion “‘only diminishes the Voice
the people have in their govern-
ment.” _

“In this day of proliforating
appointments of boards and .
commissions, the tendency is to
move away from the direct
control of the people over the
affairs of state,” he continued.

“] am certain most Republicans { .

would not care to sacrifice
governmient by the people for
uncertain efficiencies to be:
gained through appointing their :
major county officials.” -
Rogstad’s Democratic coun-
terpart, Mrs. Jeanette K. Wil-
liams, King County Democratic
chairman, was unavailable for
comment, although earlier she
. had declared herself strengly in
favor of an elected cadre of
county officials selected on.a

partisan basis. _

-
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v Appointive-Al

.

New Charier Held Periled
de Decision

. Also in favor of retaining
presently elected county offi-
cials on the same basis was
South District Commissioner Ed
Munro, who said he felt present-
ly elected officials who have had
long experience in county gov-
ernment and have received
superior ratings for their per-
formance by the Municipal
League should be retained as
elective officers.

“If the freeholders were going
to abolish their offices as elec-
tive offices, I believe they
should be appointed to the coun-
“ty's —legislative body for the
duration of their term,” he
declared.

Freeholders decided Saturday
incumbent county elected offi-
“cials would be allowed to re-

main as county employes for the way” unless the charter is
two-year balance of their term, patently worse than what the
although possibly in lesser job county had now . .. and that, he
classifications than department declared, he could not see hap-
heads. They would continue to pening. .

receive the same salary for the  Freeholders also voted Satur-
remainder of their terms. day to switch county elections
_Supporting the freeholder de- from even-numbered to odd-
cision was Commissioner John numbered years {o focus atten-
Spellman, who said he intended tion on county officials in local
to back the charter “all the elections. They also agreed to

R

create some sort of public com-
plaint bureau and temporarily
rejected establishment of a
public-defender system for
those charged with crimes.
They now have a three-week
layoff while the first draft of the
charter embodying their deci-
sion is being readied. It is
expected to be ready for a first
look June 8. o

-
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The Audiior an
~JN a voca/ting an appointive county
auditor immune to the direct control
of the electorate, the Board of King -
County Freeholders is inviting rejection
of the county charter to be submitted to
the voters later this year.

Among the tentative decisions
‘reached by a majority of the freeholders
to date is one to convert several elective
county-government posts into appointive
positions.

Fete would quarrel 1with the objective
of “‘shortening” the overlong counly-
election ballot. But in their zeal 10
streamline the county administration,
the freeholders tread unsound ground
when they propose taking the auditor
o}f the list of elective officials.

Certainly the taxpayers will want to
retain direct access to the office, which
in its post-audit functions must serve as
an independent watchdog over public
expenditures. As long as the auditor
remains elective, his sole responsibility
is to the taxpayers. If the job became
appointive, there would always be the
possibility that the auditor’s first loyal-
ties might be to the official who gave
“him his job. :

It is curious that the freeholders
have grasped this issue as it applies to
another position that must remain inde-
pendent of pressures inside the Court-
house. Under the terms of the charter
now being drafted, the assessor would
remain elective. Thus, it is difficult to
understand why the frecholders properly
favor election of the assessor—the offi-
cial who levies the taxes—but advocate
appointment of the auditor—the official
responsible for seeing that tax revenues
are spent according to law.

There have been .enough recent ex-
amples of mismanagement in county
government 1o warrant the view thatthe
watchdog office of auditor not only
must be strengthened and maintained

as an independent arm of the elector-

ate, but also be made a nonpartisan po-
sition free of political considerations in
evaluating the conduct of various coun-
ty agencies. K
A few members of the Board of Free-
holders intend to make renewed efforts:
to keep the auditor’s office elective. If
they are unable to convince their col-
leagues of the merit of their point of
view, the charter that is to be offered
for the ratification by the voters will
contain a major defect, /
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King Coun?ans will gave a
. bigger voice {n county govern-
ment if present proposals of
the freeholders win approval

This was emphasized by Don-

‘ald N. McDonald, a North Dis-
. 'trict freeholder,
“’to the Kenmore Chamber of

as he spoke

Commerce last Wednesday.

Now being drafted by the 15
freeholders, a new county char-
ter will likely call for a nine-

. member board of county com-
missioners, McDonald pointed
out.

"Districts for the nine com-
missioners have not yet been
set.

No matter what the freehold-
ers decide, their proposed
icharter will be subject to ap-
proval by voters of King
County.

A majority of the frecholders
agree the nine commissioners
should be elected on a partisan
basis. McDonald said. Non-

" !partisan candidates are backed

tby too many small clubs and
such, making their support ““too
dxffused '* McDenald told the
chamber. ~

\ He predicted the local area

Velce

will be proposed as part of a
commissioner district includ-
ing the Northshore, Shoreline
and part of the Lake Washing-
ton school districts.

The 15 freeholders, elected
last year, are aiming for a
voie on a proposed charter
draft this coming November.

It has been decided the county
should be administrated by an
executive, McDonald explained.

This will make the adminis-
trator responsible tothe people,

roviding a balance ofpe wer

tween the executive and Fogls-
lative branches, McDonald said.

He added that he is in favor
of electing the sheriff, Whyelect
the sheriff when police chiefs
are appointed? many people ask,
he commented. *‘We should have
one elected police official if
all the rest are appomted "
is MeDonald's reply.

McDonald wants the auditor
elected ~*‘He’s aone-manjury
making political decisions. If

he feels the legislative branch

is wrong, he can make changes
as far
concerned."”

“I'm all for” making govern-, .

for P“

I3

-

ment *‘for ths people even
if this makes Lhinbs more inef- !
ficien: ‘for *‘officials,” Mc--
Donald stressed.

Asked about the “‘extracost”
of having six more county com-"
missioners, McDonald said,
*‘The purpose of government is.
to represent the people. Ever
with nine commissioners, each
will represent some 120,000
people.

Won't Seattle people outweigh
the restof King County? acham-
ber member asked. The nine-
member commission presum-
ably will be split four for Seattle
and five for the rest of the
coutty, McDonald answered.
Cemmissioners would beelect--
ed by each districtindividually.

Now, there are two commis-
sioners from Seattle (John
Spellman and John O’ Brien) and
one from outside (Ed Munro of
Scuth County).

as the people are -

Jq[lens P.C.B.

Bothell, Wash.

Northshore Citizen

- (Cir. W. 3,479)
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Federal low-cost housing
Prmects like Shoreline's

‘turnkey,” and a moderate-
cost housing project proposed
north of Bothell, were criti-
cized by King County freehold-
er Donald N. McDonald as he
spoke before the Kenmore
Chamber of Commerce last
Wednesday.

He emphasized that he was
not disagreeing withthe **social
peed” for turnkey projects
aimed at providing low-cost
housing for the elderly. But
he felt the cost is far too high
under the federally backed King
County Housing Authority.

The same job could be done
much cheaper by private
enterprise, according to
McDonald.

He pointed to the $1,015,000
cost of the 70-unit turnkey
apartments for the elderly,
being built ar NE 145th and
20th NE in the Shoreline area.
He objected that this cost as
much as $18,000 or more a

unit, is too high for a *‘low-

cost™ project.

Satisfactory housing could be
provided, at less cost, in pri-
vately owned apartment struc-
tures which are available inthe

" North Seattle area, McDonald

said.

He described the unsuccess-
ful attempt to put a turnkey
strucmre in Kenmore as a **fi-

pened if the areahad had rep-
resentation in county govern-
ment. (He was referring to the
fact that northernKing County's
representative on the county
board of commissioners, John
Spellman, is from Seattle.)

A construction company
president muchinvolved in poli-
tical life, McDonald criticized
a proposed *“‘moderate-cost
housmg" planned-unit develop—

asco’’-that wouldn't have hap—

iy, ‘[lodarate’ Profects

ment just north of Bothell ¢
**lousy planning.'’ The projec
would be in an area of high
cost homes,. McDonal
protested.

The county planning commis
sion has slated a May 28 hear
ing on the project. It would b
124 units just south of th
county lipe between 100th ar
104th Averues NE. -

S
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By -I;AY KEL’:L EY @O?Ej GH’

Since I was quite small , . .
and that has been too many
Yyears ago, I recall a part of
a poem that went sgmothing
like this , . , I don% care
i he is a hound you quit
Kkicking my dog around!’*

Well sir, we have been
“kicking™ this dog leash law
"around for many weeks now
after a concerted petition ef-
fort that spread from South
King County to the Northern
sector, With only token op-
position, there appears io be
wide agreement that some
measures must be iaken to
control the cantankerous ca-
nines who seem to multiply
- almost as fast as rabbits and
do twice the damage as well
as posing threats not only to
mail men and news boys but
to children as well,

It is a problem faced even-
- tually by every community
once it becomes well popu-
lated, There are the usual
two recourses, either the dog
owner accepts the responsib-~
Dity of controlling his pet,

or laws must be enforced

which will accomplish this
purpose,

The matter was referred to
the Commissioners who in
turn referred it to the Coun-
&y Budget and EngineeringDe-
partments who in turn asked
the Prosecuting Attorney for
a ruling, who in turn , . ,.sup~
Posedly will have such a yul-
ing at a meeting set up thig
Thursday between the departe
ment heads,

. As Engineer Dave Robin-
son said the question will re-

. Volve over setting updog con-
trol laws pertaining to cer-
tain districts and then det-
ermining who enforces these
laws, the Sheriff’s Department
or Humane Society., . and how

- will the enforcement be fi-.

nanced. He ruled out a Coun-~
b" Wide dog leash law main-

taining it would be too dif- .

corporation, the right for self

government, the opportunity

not only to anticipate our prob-

lems but to work as one come

munity tewand solving them,
e

Briefly noted:

Your support is badlyneed~
ed at Saturday’s auction in
the new Jefferson High School,
I had an opportmity to see
some of the merchandise to be
auctioned and it is terrific
from good TV sets to beau-
tiful lamps., . .. and thou-
sands of useful items, So,
not only will you help your
budget . , . but you will also
help the new budget of the new
student body at Jefferson High
when it opens this fall, for
the school must depend en=-
tirely upon _outside funds 1o
support its extra-curricular
activities, _

There are pro and con dr-
guments regarding the pro-
posed new County Traffic Code
which would return all Coun-
ty law enforcement traffic
fines fo the County, where-as
they now go to the State,

However, it must be point-
ed out that the traffic vie-
olation fines collected outside
incorporated areas are dis-
bursed by the State with one
half going to county roads,
one fourth to state parks and
the remainder to promote
highway safety,

ficult to enforce, which seems
rather ridiculous in that ifthe -

Problem exists in the above
mentioned areas it certainly
must exist elsewhere,

I no funds are available
for enforcement of the law,
then it would be a mardate
ubon the County Government
0 provide these finds in the
next budget,

LI ¥ ]

Of course this is typical of
our entire County wide prob=-
lem . .|, lack of sufficient
f:dministraﬁon and insuffic-
lent funds to give represen~
tation to tax payers,

Perhaps the Freeholders
form of government which
most likely will call for dj-
v:n.dmg the county into districts
with each to be represent-
ed by a commissioner might
£ve us more voice in our
county government,

However, there is no guare
antee of this and thus the
need for a strong look at ine

[N =Or R Y
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/Vﬁmen Voters |

Mees Tu'e"sdcyj/f/"; To Discuss
What decisions are the elec Freeholder

ted King County Fteeholdorl
making aboul government fo
our county, and why?

Wy Decisions

for instance, would an electer wpat decisions are the elec B

county administrator be pre King County

Freeholders making

' our county.
ferable or less desirable thar about government for

an appointed administrator?

These questions will be dis- a:e?]e?—gble o
cussed at the May 21 meeting gppoinled administrator?

of the West Seattle. Unit. The

and why? Why, for instance. would

- e
county administrator
e lesg desirable than ar.

Seattle League of Women Voter:

meeting starts at 7:45 p.m. at and guests will discus.s\ita}:’e\é'
the homes of Diane Young, gyetions at unit meetmg>h; Y
2642 42nd Ave. S.W., telephone o 23. Other Leagues ,

WE 7-3399.

A

Seattle, Wash.
Beacon Hill News
(Cir. W. 11,020 Free)

MAY 16 1968

Est. 1888

Allen’s ».c.s.

Women Veters ,

f
What decisions are the elect- °
King County Frecholders
making about government for .
‘our country, and whyr Why, for .
instance, wouidanelected coun-
& administrator be preferable
or less desirable than an ap-
pointed administrator? -
" Seattle League of Women Vo-
ters and guests will discyss
these questions at unit meet-
ings May 21 ¢o 23, Other
Leagues in King County will
i<i.,igscluss the same material dus-

UNIT MEETINGS: Mt, Baker
Day: Mrs, Nicholas Rees, 3901
S, Court St.,, PA 37509, May
21, 12:30 p.m, N

th. Baker Evening: call unit

for location, Mrs,
John Weinberg, PA 2-6568, May -
8 T

.

—————
/4”:"_%':_&3'_’—

- /Freeholders' Work
.. Is LWV Topic
: o)

| County will discuss the sam
material during May.

Seattle, Wash:

nolia News
M‘(:an' W.7.333)

MAY 161368

Est. 1888

AL

What decisions are the
elected King County Free-
holders making about go-
vernment for our county,
and why? -

Magnolia - Queen Anne
units of the League of Wo-
men Voters and guests will
discuss these questions at
unit meetings next week,

The day unit will meet
at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday at
the home of Mrs, Raymond
Dowling, 3219 37th W,;
evening unit at the home of
Mrs. John Aldrich, 2415
Monta Vista PL. W., at 8
P.m. Friday, May 24, -

Lt




Design Commission

1

vat

County Unit

John. Porter, county ad-
ministrator, secs the De-
sigh Commission created

for Forward Thrust projects
as a permrvinent addition to
county government,

fo Be
£ S
must review all those be-
ing funded by Forward
Thllﬁt Bonds.

The board Mondey ap-
proved a resolution creat-
ing a seven-member group

»

Pe

Porter told the County
Arts Commission yesterday
the Board of County Com-
missioiters has the option of
asking the design group to
review any capital-improve-
ment project. The group

Porter
groups are submitting rec-
ommendations
ments. Six members will be

recommend architects
and review all plans for
Forward Thrust projects.

said professional

on - appoint-

ermanent

architects, planners and en-

gineers.
The Arts Commission
agreed that the Design

Commission will replace it
in the checking of county
projects. Although the Arts
Commission never officially
was asked to review plans,
it requested briefings from
architects for county Court-
house remodeling and ex-
pansion projects.

cs — 5/2,.3} &7

Roadi-District
Merger Approved

John T. O’Brien, chairman
of the Buard of County Com-
missioners, said today the
two county road districts will
be merged Monday as the
result of a unanimous vote of
the board.

County Engineer Jean

DeSpaiit and John A. Donaho
& Asscciates, Inc., manage-
ment consultant, both recom-
mended the merger to ie-
crease efficiency.

O'Brien said it is hoped
the merger will be fully in
effect within six months.
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Decisions

King County’s frecholders genecrally have done
a highly credilable job to date, in our opinion, in
making basic decisions relative to the proposed new
county charter to be submitted to voters next fall.

Several of the kev decisions were made last Sat-
urday, at the final frecholder meeting prior to the
writing of a preliminary charter draft.

The freeholders agreed to shift county elections
from even-numbered to- odd-numbered years, fo

make the three holdover county commissioners au-

tomatically members of the new, enlarged nine-
membher board of commissioners, and to protect
other elected county officials by guaranteeing them
future jobs with the county.

. 'The switch in election years makes good sense.

It would mean that Seattle's municipal elections —
for mayor, City Council and other city elective posts

- — would be held simultaneously with the county

elections. This would tend to gencrate increased in-

terest in both city and county races and it would

produce less cluttered ballots in even-numbered
years. when state and federal officials, including

_ Ppresidents, are elected.

1t alsn is reasonable to retain those commission-

¢ ers who are in office when the new charter becomes
“ effective, until their existing terms expire. Two

commissioners will be elected this November, under
the existing system, and there will be one holdover.

We do have a single reservation, In regard to
the county’s other elected officials whose positions
would become appoiniive under the new charter.
The freeholders have agreed that the elected hold-
overs should be retained on the county payroll un-
til their normal terms expire, at no decrease in sal-

. ary. So far, so good.

WHAT WE question is the tentative decision to '

guarantee the present office holders lifetime county

- employment, though perhaps not as department

heads. We don't believe the county should be held to
any such long-term ohligation if, for example, one

- of the holdovers were to perform poorly. -

Obviously, the latter decision is designed to help

* thwart any incipient opposition to the charter that

: might be marshalled by the incumbent coroner,

" sheriff, clerk, treasurer and auditor, all of whose _'

positions would become appointive under the new

expedient, but this makes i no less questionable.

On balance, however, the frecholders’ decisions
have been sound, including ths decision that the

-chief county executive be elected ratie® than ap--

pointed. o e ~

A

‘charter. The decision may be a necessary political -
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"a.m. Wednesday, please mail your pol

X

day’s poll deals with subjects that concern every resident of
King County—the office of freeholder and the formation of

county government. ,
' The P-I Poll will be presented in each Sunday’s paper. Results
are published every Friday in The P-L
Readers are requested to answer only one choice to each of the
four questions. :

THIS 1S THE THIRD of The Post-Intelligencer’'s Weekly Polls. To-

Please circle the appropriate number in answering. This will .
speed processing on The P-I's computer.

As all replies must go to the P-I's data processing center by 10
by noon Tuesday.
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A RECENT SESSION OF THE KING COUNTY FREEHOLDERS
A—What is the primary job of a King

1—To write a county charter. -
2__To outline the structure of King County government.
3—To set salaries of county officials. '

4—All of the above.

5—None of the above.

"6—No opinion. , :

B—Do you think King County's chief administrator should
be elected by voters or appointed by commissioners?
1—Elected by voters. o
2—Appointed by commissioners.
3—No opinion. _

C—How much should the county's chief administrator be
paid annually? ‘
1—$8,000 to $10,060.
2-$10,000 to $15,000.

3815,000 to $20,000.
4—820,600 or more.
~ 5—No opinion.

D-—At the present time there are no medical requirements
for the office of county coroner. Do you think it should
be necessary for the county coroner to be a licensed
physician? o - : :
1—Yes. ' o
2—No. I
3—No opinion, | _

/ Mail by noon TuesdayA to The Post-Intélligencer Poll Editor

_L - Post Office Box 2500, Seattle, Wash., 98111

Pl Weekly Poll

Seattle, Wash.
West Seattle Herald
(Cir. W. 24,000)

MAY 16 %33

Allen’s p.c.B.  Est. 1838

LWV To Discuss .
Freeholders \f‘!é?ri(’ !

What decisions are the elect-
ed King County Frecholders
‘making about government for
our county, and why? Why, for
instance, would an elected coun-
ty administrator be preferable
or less desirable than an ap-
pointed administrator?

Seattle League of Women Vot-
ers and guests will discuss
these gGuestions at unit meet-
ings May 21 to 23. Other
Leagues in King County will
discuss the same material dur-
ing May.

The local is at the home of
Diane Young, 2642 42nd Ave.
S.W., (WE 7-3399), May 21,
7:45 p.m. ’

County freeholder? _

Seattle, Wash.
Shopping News
(Cir. 2xW. 151,000)

MAY 16 1080
../4{/:/1 i_P C.8.

*f;WTlat About
iFreeholders,7,- 7
iNew Charter?

What decisions are the elected
King_County Freeholders making
about government for our county,

" and why? Why, for instance, would
an elected county administrator be
preferable or less desirable than an
appointed administrator?

Seattle League of Women Voters
and guests will discuss these
questions at unit meetings May 21
to 23. Other Leagues in King
County will discuss the same

- material during May. Interested
women are invited to attend. )

For information regarding the
meeting times and places for
neighborhood units call Mrs. James-

Tyler, EM 2-6498.

Est. 1888



Tuasday, May 78, 1943

The Seattle Timrs 3

4

. By LYLE BRURT
Times Political Reporter
Long-standin  dissension

“among King County Repnbli-
cans has resulted in a mass
resignation from the party’s
county finance committee,
The Times learned today.

Although those involved
were unsure ahout the exact

number of resignations, it

appeared that 11 persons had
walked out in protest against
county party aperations
headed by Kenneth Rozstad,
county chairman.

Fred Baker, Scattle adver-
tising-agency executive and
one of those who resigned,
said the action was taken
last week. 1t stemmed, he
said, from a Yeeling that the
state party organization was
not getting a proper share of
funds raised in King County
and because of unhappiness
over a United States District
Court Jawsuit filed by Rozs-
tad and others against the
state organization., -

The suit challenged the
formula adopted by the State
Central Committee for allo-
cating state-convention dele-
gates to each county, Tt was
dismissed, but the court per-
mitted it to be refiled with
an amended complaint.

“ALL OF US (those who

resigned) have done our
darndest to try to work out
the county-state impasse, but
frankly have gotten no-
where,” Baker said. “The
lawsuit was the last straw.”

Baker said the attitude of
certain  county Republican
officials wha “have no real
mterest either in the state
party or the governor”
«Lf(fced the dissidents . to

!

Walkout |-
G.O.P. Finance Unit

“Fisher,

.-.': t,‘ij' ) "‘
giS Q%y@gﬁrg:q;#:!

choose who they are for. :
Members of the group sup:
port the state party organi-

.zation and Governar Evans.

The group plans to an-
nounce later what course it
will take. ST ET

Baker is co-chairman of
Evans’ campaign-finance
commiltee. R

William E. Boeing,  Jr;
chairman of the county . fi-
nance committee, said he
had received several letters
of resignation, but said he
did not feel the action would
hinder the party’s efforts in’
this year’s campaign.- . . --

BOEING SAID member-
ship on his committee had at
times reached 60 or more,
bt only a relatively few had
been active at all times.

“I disagree that the state
has not been receiving its
full share of funds,” Boeing
said. He conceded that the
county organization was be-
hind in its state quota but
said a number of other coun-
ties were also. Funds raised
independently in the county
by the state organization
have more than offset the
difierence, Boeing contend-
ed. -

The finance committee will
be reconstituted with about
20 mombers, the chairman
added. -

Those whn resigned in-
clude Baker, Kenneth R:
Irvine B. Rabel,
John H. Hauberg, Jr., Don
Wezver, Ran Gardirer .and
Michael Dederer, according
to Baker and John Ramnard,

Evans’ state campaizn
chairman. -k
Rogstad could not be-

reached for comment.

Carrcil, Commission
Clash on Obscenity

By JERRY BERGSMAN

A proposed resolution
making the sale of indecent
material to those under 18 a
crime was referred to Prose-
cutor Charles O. Carroll for
a legal opinion today.

But Cartrcll sent it right
back to the Board of King
County Commissioners.

DESPITE contentions by
James E. Kennedy, chief
civil deputy prosecutor, that
the resolution = has been
checked by the prosecutor's
office and found to be legal,
the board returned it for an
opinion on the constitutiona-
lity of one section. The sec-
tion says it shall be pres-
umed that the vender of
material knows what it con-
tains.

Commissioner Ed Munro
voted against the referral,
saying he would have pre-
ferred taking the resolution
under advisement because
he wants modifications in
the text. Carroll had recom-
mended its passage, saving
it was patterned-after a New
York ordinance recently
upheld by the United States
Supreme Court.

Commissioner John Spell-
man moved to seek the opi-
nion. - Commissioner John
O’Brien said later he voted
with Spellman but had been

-prepared to adopt the resolu-

tion.

CARROL, returning the re-
solution to the board. said
the board had been informed
that the resolution has heen
reviewed by at least eight
lawyers in his office.

He added: “You were spe-
cifically infermed at your
meeting that in the opinion
of our office the resolution is
constituticnal, and certainly
we would not have transmit-
ted it to you with the recom-
mendation that it be passed
without having first satisfied
ourselves that it was consti-
tutio al.”-

Carroll noted also that he

- ciation,

D Tivies,
5-27-¢%

had invited commissioners to
ask questions but the com- !
missioners did not schedule '
a conference to do so. He
called the referral to his of- |
fice “an exercise in futility !
because the resolution al-.
ready has been carefully re- L
viewed from that sandpoint
(constitutionality).”

Spellman asserted the Un-
ited States Supreme Court
had not ruled on the clause
in the New York measure
that presumed the seller
knew of the contents.

AT A PUBLIC hearing to-
day, a number of persons
dealing with books, maga-
zines and films spoke. They
either opposed the resolutivn
or sought modifications.

Burton Aldo, attorney for
Riches & Adams, a distribu-
tor, contended that the reso-
lution raises questions of
free speech and free press,
that it diifers from the one
approved by the court by
setting the age at 1§ instead
of 17, and that the court had
not ruled on the presumption
clause. ‘

Jay Adams of the same
firm said it is impossible for
a distributor to know the
contents of some 12,000 re-

, leases each year. W. L. Gib-

bon, atterney for the Pacific
Northwest Bovksellers Asso-
a retailer group,
contended the association fa-
vored the law except for the
presumption clause.

Fred Danz of the Sterling
Theaters Co. suggested that
the age limit be dropped to
16, that the definition of nu-
dity be dropped because
community standards
change, and that the -word
“willfully” be added.

Mrs. Richard Young bf the
American Civil Liberties
Union opposed it, saying
these decisions should be left
to parents.

O'Brien said he would °
move for passage of the re-
solution at this afterncon’s -
meeting of commissioners.

[ 8%
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ELEVATED PEDESTRIAN PLAZA WOQULD COVER INTERSECTION OF FOURTH AVENUE AND JAMES STREET

4ih ond James

An elevated plaza at
Fourth Avenue and James
Street connecting city and
countv buildings is under
consideration by the Board
of King County Commissicn-
ers and city officials.

John T. O'Brien, chairman
of the board, yesterday said
John D. Spaeth, city plan-
ning director, made the pro-
posal. O'Brien said county
commissioners would favor
the plan if investigation

shows it is feasible.
Harmon, Prey
architect for the

& Detrich,
Courthouse

Plaza Studied

The plaza, 14 feet above

remodeling. has been asked
to make a study, including a
cost estimate. O'Brien said
he hopes it will be complete
in a month.

Craig Harmon, one of the
architects, indicated to
O’Brien that the project ap-
pears feasible from a struc-
turai standpoint.

street level, would cover the
intersection, connecting the
City Hall and Public Safety
Building with the County
Courthouse and proposed
County Administrative Build-
ing. )
Entrances to the plaza
would be off all the build-

ings, and stairs leading to
the plaza from the sireet
would be near the Public
Salety Building and the
Counry Administrative Build
ing.

O'Brien said the projec
would be a further step i
making ine area a goverh
mental complex. Costs woulc
be shared equally by the

cou..'y and city, O’Brien
said.
The plaza would have

trees, flowers and benches.
An air well to provide light
for the street would be in the
center of the plaza.
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- Appointive Process

Nearly all of the now-
" elected King County offi-
¢ cials should be appointed,
“ the board of freeholders
drafting a new county char-
ter agreed yesterday.
. But the county assessor
should be elected, the free-
holders indicated, during a
“meeting at the courthouse.
The charter would pro-

that “many of our profes- .
sional and administrative
leaders should be kept out
of the political light.”

i0

THE “WATCHDOG" of-
fice of auditor must be “in-
dependent” of polities, the "
board pointed out. It also’
acceded to 2 request from'
Superijor Court judges that’

Frecholder

Decisions

vide for appointment by the
county legislative or execu-
tive branches. or both, of
the auditor, clerk, coroner,

they choose their own coun-.
ty clerk. )

Further questions will be
discussed next Saturday at

sheriff and treasurer. a public session, also at the

King Courty’s freeholders generally have done

a highly creditable job to date, in our opinion, in o The freeholders agreed courthouse. ;
making basic decisions relative to the proposed new e e Y
county charter to be submitted to voters mext fall. Seattle, Wash.
Several of the kev decisions were madg last Sat- Shopping News
urday, at the final freeholder meeting prior to the 3 (Gir. 2xW. 151,000)
writing of a preliminary charter draft. JUN 3 1858
The frecholders agreed to shift county elections
from even-numbered to odd-numberefi years, to
make the three holdover county comniissioners au- Est. 1858

.A’ltn:_:ia_'____ o
Second In Series
On FREEFHOLDERS

2
(Ebn’oa'/s Ngﬁ? Following is

tomatically members of the new, enlarged nine-
member board of commissioners, and to protect
other elected county officials by guarantecing them
future jobs with the county.

The switch in election vears makes good sense.

1t would mean that Seattle’s municipal elections —
for mavor, City Council and other city elective posts

C'

Constitution grants to counties only

—. would be held simultaneously with the county
elections. This would tend to generate increased in-
terest in both city and county races and it would
produce less cluttered ballots in_even-numbered
hen state and federal officials, including

years. W

presidents, are elected.

the second in a series on King
County Freeholders and their
efforts to draw up a satisfactory
county charter to be presented to
voters for their approval. The series
Is being written by Mrs. Evelyn
Amyes, official observer for the

very limited powers. Any power not
$pecifically mentioned in. our
nearly 80-year-old constitution
cannot be assumed by 2 county
until a law permitting that exact
power is passed by the State
Legislature.

1t also is reasonable to retain those commission-
ers who are in office when the new charter becomes
effective, until their existing terms expire. Two
commissioners will be elected this November, under
the existing system, and there will be one holdover.

We do have a single reservation, in regard to
the county’s other elected officials whose positions
would become appointive under the new charter. .
The freeholders have agreed that the elected hold-
overs should be retained on the county payroll un-
til their normal terms expire, at no decrease in sal-
 ary. So far, so good.

League of Women Voters
s have been fortunate in
having available to them the
intensive studies of King County
government conducted by a league
committee. League of Women
Voters of Seattle produced the
pamphlet “Study of Kihg County
Government™ which has been used
as a text by schools and civic groups
within the county. But many people
are involved with only a few
agencies of the county. For them,
King County government is like the
fabled elephant examined by the
blind men — one thought it was
like a tree, one like a snake. one
like a wall, and so on; none “saw'”
the whole elephant.

The Freeholders did not wish to
be like the blind men, but rather
they wanted to see the problem in
its entirety. After selection of
officers, and adoption of rules of
procedure. the Board of
Freeholders, acting as a committeé
of the whole, started to take a good
look at the extent and function of
the present branches and
departments of King County
government.

League of Women Voters of Seattle
at the Freeholders' sessions.)
BY MRS. EVELYN AMYES

How should you go about writing
a charter for a county which has
never had one, in a state in which
no county has yet adopted a plan
for home rule?

That was the question facing the
13 men and two women who had
qualified as land-owning. voting
citizens of at Jeast five years'
residence in King County, and had
been elected last November by the
voters in their districts as
Freeholders, charged with framing
a charter for King County. (A
charter is to a county what a
constitution is to the state or the
nation.) :

Each of the Freeholders had
shown considerable interest in the
problems of county government by
even filing for the unpaid positions.
Many were concerned with the
inability of King County to come to
grips with modern problems such
as the need for adequate roads or

other transportation, waste dis-
posal, public saféty.

1 The Washington State

WHAT WE question is the tentative decision to
guarantee the present office holders lifetime county
" employment, though perhaps not as department .
beads, We don’t believe the county should be held to
_any such long-term obligation if, for example, one
—— . of the holdovers were to perform poorly.

- Obvisusly, the latter decision is designed to help
thwart any incipient opposition to the charter that
might be marshalled by tha incumbent coroner,
sheriff, clerk, treasurer and auditor, all of whose
positions would become appointive under the new

. -charter. The decision may be 2 necessary .pohtlcal
: expedient, but this makes it no less questionable.

On balance, however, the frecholders’ decisions {
bave been sound, including the decision that the . . -
chief county executive be elected rather than ap- T

pointed. . _ .
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Sugar-Plum Tree?

King County freeholders are now nour-
ishing and hope to bring to fruition the
greatest sugar-plum political tree ever to t)e
planted here. That tree will bear fruit to
the tune of $189,000 per year for “legislators
and administrators to run King County gov-
ernment.” This is one of the tentative de-

- cisions already made by the frecholders.

In checking on their tentative conclu- -

* sions the board of 15 freeholders has been
something less than nonpolitical in their
deliberations. They have proposed to set
up a board of nine legislators replacing the
county commissioners at a salary of 318_,000
each per year, with election on a partisan
basis.

Second in line in this spending program
would be a salary one and a half times that
of the legislators for a professional adminis-
trator. This amounts to $27,000. Adding these
together we get a grand total of $189,000 per
year for executive salaries.

There can be no objection to the $27,000
salary for a competent executive adminis-
trator, but to pay $18,000 each to nine sepa-
rate “legislators” is really walking back-
wards in the scheme of governmental
“modernization.”

King County freeholders should take a
leaf from the book of the Port of Seattle
where the commission is presently oper-
ating a tremendous and growing business
which is eosting taxpayers $1 per year in
“salaries” for each of the commissioners.

King County did take a forward step in
placing the King County Port Commission
on a nonpartisan, nonsalaried basis. The
results of this act have been nothing short
of outstanding. King County Port Commis-
sion, which operates Seattle-Tacoma Inter-
national Airport, is doing a magnificent job
not only in managing affairs of this ever-
growing institution, but also in saving tax-
payers of King County a sizable sum of
money. -

It may be inequitable for laymen to
work in government for no salary, but, thank
goodness, there still are some dedicated
citizens who will work and spend their time
and effort for the benefit of the community
without pay. Rewards are found in per-
forming a service to local government.

One of the basic concepts of American
government is that of localized participation
by lay members without pay. This is best
expressed in operation of school districts
throughout the nation. None can say that
this method of operation is unsuccessful.

There is much that the freeholders have
done that is beneficial and of value and this
we want to review later, but as a beginning
evaluation it appears the group has not

helped the cause of good government by
substituting a sugar-plum tree for the basic
concept of lay participation. - :

We doubt that the public will buy this

type of “modernization” based upon the
concept of an overpaid and overloaded
system of nine partisan legislators.
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A King County
Sugar-Plum Trea?

King County freeholders are now nour-
ishing and hope to bring to fruition the
greatest sugar-plum political tree ever to be
planted here. That tree will bear fruit to
the tune of $189,000 per year for “legislators
and administrators to run King County gov-
ernment.” This is one of the tentative de-
cisions already made by the freeholders.

In checking on their tentative conclu-
sions the board of 15 frecholders has been
something less than nonpolitical in their
deliberations. They have proposed to set
up a board of nine legislators replacing the
county commissioners at a salary of $18,000
each per year, with election on a partisan
basis. .

Second in line in this spending program
would be a salary one and a half times that
of the legislators for a professional adminis-
trator. This amounts to $27,000. Adding these
together we get a grand total of $189,000 per
year for execntive salaries.

There can be no ohjection to the $27,000
salary for a competent executive adminis-
trator, but to pay $18,000 each to nine sepa-
rate “legislators” is really walking back-
wards in the scheme of governmental
“modernization.”

King County freeholders should take a
leaf from the book of the Port of Seattle
where the commission is presently oper-
ating a tremendous and growing business
which is costing taxpayers $1 per year in
“salaries” for each of the commissioners.

King County did take a forward step in

- placing the King County Port Commission
on a nonpartisan, nonsalaried basis. The
results of this act have been nothing short
of outstanding. King County Port Commis-
sion, which operates Seattle-Tacoma Inter-
national Airport, is doing a magnificent job
not only in managing affairs of this ever-
growing institution, but also in saving tax-
payers of King County a sizable sum of
money.

It may be inequitable for laymen to
work in government for no salary, but, thank
goodness, there still are some dedicated
citizens who will work and spend their time
and effort for the benefit of the community
without pay. Rewards are found in per-
forming a service to local government.

One of the basic concepts of American
governiment is that of localized participation
by lay members without pay. This is best
expressed in operation of school districts

throughout the nation. Noné can say that -

this method of operation is unsuccessful.
’ There is much that the freeholders have
done that 1s beneficial and of value and this
we want to review later, but as a beginning
evaluation it appears the group has not
- helped the cause uf good government by
. substituting a sugar-plum tree for the basic
concept of lay participation.

We doubt that the public will buy this
type of “modernization” based upon the
concept of an overpaid and overloaded
system of nine partisan legislators.
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- By Our County News Bureau i

A wrapup of the work produced by the Board of King
County Freeholders in six months on the job was issued
late last week by Paul Meyer, executive secretary of the
board. aluded in his report were the major points of
agreeme-.t vt what will be in the navw dounty charter, due
for its first unveiling June 8.

In it are decisions involving the restructuring of King
County in its legislative and executive functions,
including a proposu’ to provide for a full-time legislative
body of niné corumissiorers nominated and elected by
district. This group would have only legislative respcnsi-
bilities and weculd be pzid a salary no less than that which
AA-class county commissioners receive — which will be
$18,000 yeariv after next fall's elections. Elections would
be on a partisan basis.

Freeholders also decided the new charter should

include a chief executive independently elected at

large, alsn on a partisan basis, and that he should

hove «n Lis staff a professional administrator who
- © 777 for staff administration. The
{of the chief executive at one to
that of county legislators.
ecision, freeholders approved the
tel system for the county in a

from the executive and the

r of this system and the board's

j,appointed by the county chief

:ard’s chief function primarily the

Other palicies involving hiring and

dged to be an executive matter
Jhe personnel director.

New County Charter’s Almost Done

Some political activity should be allowed at the state
or federal level, freeholders aruged, but prohibited such
activity for county employes. Those persons nresently
employed by the county, they felt, should have assurance
of continued employment with the requirement they pass
satisfactorily a job examination.

The present offices of assessor, auditor, clerk,
coroner, sheriff, and treasurer — presently all elective,
would be (except for assessor) appointive offices under
the new charter. Freeholders decided that all appoint-
ments are to be made by the county chief executive with
the exception of an auditor, whose appointment will be
made by the legislative body. All others will be confirmed
by the legislative body.

Although frecholders agreed the charter should
include additional provisions setting up initiative
referendum and recall procedures and that there
should be provision for an office to receive citizen's
complaints, the precise nature of these proposals will
wait until the first draft is approved.

Meyer said freeholders had met 35 times since
December 5, 1967, to hold orientation sessions, delibera-
tive sessions (at which votes were taken) and public
forums. A new series of public forums is being planned
throughout the county during July and August on the
proposed charter, following which freeholders will again
reconsider the charter. A final vote, based on a section by
section analysis, will be taken by late August.

The charter is expected to be ready for ballot

certification in September, permitting it to be placed y

the November, 1968, general election ballot.
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_Ne_w County C harter’s Almost Done

By Our County News Bureau '

A wrapup of the work produced by the Board of King
County Freeholders in six months on the job was issued
late last week by Paul Meyer, executive secretary of the
board. Included in his report were the major points of
agreement on what will be in the new county charter, due
for its first unveiling June 8.

In it are decisions involving the restructuring of King
County in jts legislative and executive functions,
including a proposal to provide for a full-time legislative
bpdy_ of nine commissioners nominated and elected by
district. This group would have only legislative responsi-

bilities and would be paid a salary no less than that whzi, |
AA-class county commissioners receive — which will be

$18.000 yearly after next fall's elections. Elections would
on a partisan basis. -
. Freeholders also decided the new charter should
include a chief executive independently elected at
large, also on a partisan basis. and that he should

bave on his staff a professional administrator who -

would be responsible for staff administration. The
board pegged salary of the chief executive at one to
one and a half times that of county legislators.

In a third major decision, freeholders approved the
creation of a personnel system for the county in a
separate body apart from the executive and the
legislature. The director of this system and the board's
members should be appointed by the courty chief
executive, with the board’s chief function nrimarily the
hearing of grievances. Other palicies involving hiring and
exarunations were judged to be an executive matter
within the preview of the personnel director.

i

Some political activity should be allowed at the state
or federal level, frecholders aruged, but prohibited such
activity for county employes. Those persons presently
employed by the county, they felt, should have assurance
of continued employment with the requirement they pass
satisfactorily a job examination.

The present offices of assessor, auditor, clerk,
coroner, sheriff, and treasurer — presently all elective,
would be (except for assessor) appointive offices under
the new charter. Freeholders decided that all appoint-
ments are to be made by the county chief executive with
*b~ axception of an auditor, whose appointment will be

2 2= the legislative body. All others will be confirmed
L, the legislative body. -

. Although freeholders agreed the charter should
include additional provisions setting up initiative
referendum and recall procedures and that there
should be provision for an office to receive citizen’s
complaints, the precise nature of these proposals will
wait until the first draft is approved.

Meyer said frecholders had met 35 times since
December 5, 1967, to hold orientation sessions, delibera-
tive sessions (at which votes were taken) and public
forums. A new series of public forums is being planned
throughout the county during July and August on the
propesed charter, following which freeholders will again
reconsider the charter. A final vote, based on a section by
section analysiz, wil] be tdken by late Augst.

The charter is expected to be reedy for ballot
certification in September, permitting it to be placed on
the November, 1938, general election ballot.
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THE F/E@EEHOE.DERS REPORT MATURES

Most new life brought into this world begins with hesitant,
searching steps. The fledgling Board of King County Freehold-
ers made their initial entrance in this manner less than six
months ago. But maturity came early, due primarily to the
quality of the group. In the beginning the individual Freeholders
sized up the arduous tasks ahead and were somewhat over-
whelmed by the magnitude and complexity of the job of writing
a home rule charter for the county. The natural way to proceed
with a task of this nature is to find out what has been done be-
fore. Looking at the record in 1952 found the proposal for a home
rule charter soundly defeated by the voters. Numerous reasons
were given for this defeat. Some of the more popular ones were:
The elected county officials fought it; the county employees
fought it; political parties fought it; newspapers fought it, and
with all that the voter obviously fought it.

With this background it is little wonder that the present
Freeholders began their deliberations with some timidity. How-
ever, as the operations of county government were unfolded be-
fore them, the Freeholders, at first individually and then in
groups, were made vividly aware of the need for major reform
in certain areas. The evidence presented indicated that after
more than 100 years many changes are in order and that half-
hearted, compromising attempts at reform will not do the job.

King County voters elected the Freeholders to write a
charter to provide home rule for King County citizens and any-
thing short of that goal is a breach of the faith. It would be a
grave and costly error if the Freeholders limited themselves on
certain issues because they were afraid of voters rejecting the
issue. If this charter is soundly structured and well conceived
then the individual citizens and civic organizations and groups
that work for community betterment will fall in line to inform
voters and work toward its passage. The Municipal League is
committed to this principle as are the other groups.

The climate for change is abundantly evident, with general
_ community approval of such proposals as Forward Thrust and
Open Housing. In addition to this the profile of our local popula-
tion is becoming much younger and the local citizenry is being in-
filtrated by many newcomers that do not have a built-in reflex

. action against change. .

_ Now that the Freeholders are beginning their preliminary
charter drafting they might well be advised to wet their finger
and put it to the wind, for the season’s changing—the winds out
of the north and around here that means clear skies and smooth

- . sa]. ling.

» WE ApoLocIzZE
It was heatedly brought to our attention that figures used
in this column in the May 13 edition of the NEWS were incor-
rect. The story concerning courthouse remodelling used the

equation that one new courtroom is needed for every 40,000 in-

crease in population. This equation is used by the Superior
Courts and results in a projection for 26 total courtrooms by
1970, not 26 in addition to the present 20 in the courthouse. To
extrapolate further this would require 31 total courtrooms in
1975 tand 45 by 1985. There are presently 23 judges servicing the
county.




Hew Chorler

! A series of recom:endations a

ifor a new King Courty charter

- have reached a point of substan- -1

 tial agreement on major revisions k

‘in the county's governmental gr

“Structure among the King County jg
' Board of Freeholders. of-
* The conclusions reached by g
'. the frecholders, elected last fail
! for the Purpose of wupdating
courty sovernment, include the
. election of a county adminis-
) trater and a fulltime board of
) mine commissioners to replace
; the existing three-man hoard of

B

m-

nts
aty
ep-
: " be

; tounty commissioners. d.

' The new nine-man board would :zn-
i be nominated and elected by dis-
itrict on a partisan basis and ye
would serve as g purely legisla- ‘o).
tive body. Each would receive a yer,
salary of no less than $18,000 "the
annually. hold
A chief executive would be Tuly
elected at-large, also on a par-j pe
tisan basis, at a salary ranging ,sals
from $18,000 to $27,000 annually. |
A COMPLETELY revamped the
personnel system would be set rter
up, if the freeholders’ recommen- ?No-
dations are accepted at the fall :Lllot
elections, -
Political activity at the state

pe-{-

’ ances

and federal levels would be per-
\“_(Continued on Page 10) o
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APPOINT ASSESSOR? .
Editor, The Times: R / 77

I was encouraged by the
forward-looking steps taken
by, the King Countv Free-
holders when they tenitative:
Iy agreed that most of the
administrative heads be ap-
pointed. This would go far
toward shortening the ballot,
fixing responsibility on the
chief executive of the county
and improving coordination
among the departments.

One more step in this area
is required. For sound rea-
sons the assessor should be
appointed.

The job of assessor re-
quires technical skills better
assured by appointment.
Election does not guarantee ,
responsibility to the elector-
ate . . . The independence
with which the elected coun-
ty assessor can operate has
no parallel; checks and bal-

operating in other
of government are

areas

" nonexistent for the assessor.
An

appointive  assessor,
however, would be directly
responsible to the chief exe-
cutive . . .
We hope for a truly viable
county government, not just
a token change.
v —MRS. BRIAN SHERA, J R,
3751 N. E. 192nd St

Seattle Post-Intelligencer
22 S%  Fri. June 7, 198
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Alec Bayless, an attorney,
has submitted his resigna-
tion to the King County
Boundary Review Board.

His resignation leaves
three vacancies on the 11-
member board. It takes six
votes of the eight remaining
for affirmative action.

The board approves or re-

jects applications for annex--

Portable

6-1-t8

: I
ory Bogre!

ations and other boundary
changes of taxing districts.

Bayless suggested the 7

board “Could use one or
more lawyers who would be
sensitive to the over-all pur-
pose and legislative intent of
the act (creating the
board).”

Bayless’ term would have
expired in September, 1970.

Planners Name
New Chairman

Selection of architect
Leon Bridges as chairman
of the King County Plan-
ning Commission was an-
nounced yesterday. He suc-

ceeds Chet Wheeler, a real

estate broker.

John Teutsch Jr., mort- -

" gage company offimal, was
elected vice president, suc- .
ceeding Vern Pickering.

Duvall dairyman. \.\"r.ee!er
and Pickering continve as
commission members.

#
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The important work of King County’s
freeholders, who are in tha process of
drafting a proposed charter for county gov-

rament, evidently has produced yawns
from most citizens.

At least that would appear to be the
case, based on the limited response to The
Post-Intelligencer’s third weekly poll on is-
sues of wide public concern. Only 76 read-
ers responded to the poll, in contrast to
more than 2,000 responses to the first poll,
dealing with presidential candidates, and
the second poll, which drew more than 1,
000 responses on the state race for gover-
nor. '

ASKED what is the primary job of a
King County freeholder, those replying
said:

To write a county charter ...... 33%
Qutline a structure of King Co.
government .,.............. 19%
Set salaries of county officials .. 0%
All of the ahove ........ cesanaes 42%
None of the above ....ccconeuvee. 1%
No opinion .......co0evviiinnenns 5%

" The preferred answer. of course, was
4311 of the above,” in which 42 per cent
correctly responded. :
On the selection of a King County chief
administrator the response was:

Elected .....coviiiinncinnnn R §
Appointed ........ne cerescasenes 28%
No opinion .....covvieniinnann... 1%

Setting the chief administrator’s annual
salary drew this breakdown of replies in a
sharp division of opinion:

$8,000 to 810,000 ....vvevviencnes 5%

$10.000 to S15,000 .civinierneess 209

$15,000 to $20,000 ...... wesreaces 3650

‘: [?"‘— (57
WS

" Here are the results of the third
weekly P-1 Poll, gquestions for
which were published last Sun-
day. Another in the series aimed
at sampling the opinion of P-I
readers will be published this
coming Sunduy.

$20,000 or miore ..... vessaans ves.30%

No opinion ........ceviieianenns 9%

Comments from those who believe the
administrator should receive more than
$20,000 included the following:

“HE SHOULD receive enough to keep
him from petty graft’”” and “One really
qgalified should be adequately compensat-
e .9) 3 -

On the medical requirements of the
county coroner, the answers were:

Yes, should be a licensed

physician ................ ... 79%
No, should not be 2 licensed

physician ..... Cresrreasaones 20%
Nn opinion .....covvuvenniinnnnns 1%

One reader who favors a change in the
present system, which has no medical re-
quirement for the office of coroner, de-
clared: - .

“It’s ridiculous to have anyone in that
position but a licensed physician.”

On the other side of the same issue, &

reader said:

‘““The coroner is chiefly an administra-

tor and an administrator need not neces-
sarily be a medical doctor.”

-—

-
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Politics R

Notes and Comment

By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE

The November Story: Nixon and Humphrey
With just one more presidential primary to
go, it begins to appear as if the choice, this year,
for President will be between two vice presidents
— one former, one present — and that, after all,
there will be no new face in the White House.
Nixon's durable, commanding series of vic-
tories in the primaries (particularly in Oregon
where his two major opponents campaigned ex-
pensively and unsuceessfully) points to the likli-
_ hood he'll get his party’s nod at Miami August 5,
probably by acelamation and possibly before the
first batlot is even ended. The Rockefeller boom-
let apparently proved that being an able governor
doesn't necessarily add up to being a successful
politician, and Reagan seems to have proved
himself the party’s top money-raiser rather than
its top vote-getter. Both men, however, will be
factors in Nixon's choice for running mate — not
so much as a choice but their say-so on who it
should be. One certainty: It won't be Washing-
ton’s Gov. Dan Evans, despite Nixon's careful
words in Olympia last week. When political deals
are made at this level, it takes two to tango, and
Evans, bespeaking the new young Republican
image as he does, still doesn't have more than
that to trade with. . .

* ® % ¥ w W

McCarthy Due Here Wednesday
En route back to New York following the Cali-
fornia primary Tuesday, Senator Eugene McCar-
thy will swing by Washington State Wednesday
noon to shake hands with delegates to the Demo
state convention and discuss his plans for the
two and a half months leading up to the party's
convention in Chicago.
3 Even if he loses to Kennedy Tuesday (and
_most polls show Kennedy slightly in the lead) his
supporters here and elsewhere feel the thrust of
McCarthy’s campaign is such that he will play a
_key role in the power juggling leading up to the
nomination. .
McCarthy's campaign ~ and his Oregon vic-
tory last week — continues to confound the

tContinued on Page 7) o
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King County freeholders are now nour-
ishing and hope to Bring to fruition the
greatest sugar-plum political tree ever to be
planted here. That tree will bear fruit to
the tune of $189,000 per year for “legislators
and administrators to run King County gov-
ernment.” This is one of the tentative de-
cisions already made by the freeholders.

In checking on their tentative conclu-
sions the board of 15 freeholders has been
something less than nonpolitical in their
deliberations. They have proposed to set
up a board of nine legislators replacing the
county commissioners at.a salary of $18.000
each per year, with election on a partisan
basis.

Second in line in this spending program
would be a salary one and a half times that
of the legislators for a professional adminis-
trator. This amounts to $27,000. Adding these
together we get a grand total of $189,000 per
year for executive salaries.

There can be no objection to the $27,000
salary for a competent executive adminis-
trator, but to pay $18,000 each to nine sepa-
rate “legislators” is really walking back-
wards in the scheme of governmental
“modernization.” ’

King County freeholders should take a
leaf from the book of the Port of Seattle
where the commission is presently oper-
ating a tremendous and growing business
which is costing taxpayers $1 per year in

~ “salaries” for each of the commissioners.

King County did take a forward step in

- placing the King County Port Commission

on a nonpartisan, nonsalaried basis. The
results of this act have been nothing short
of outstanding. King County Port Commis-
sion, which operates Seattle-Tacoma Inter-
national Airport, is doing a magnificent job
not only in managing affairs of this ever-
growing institution, but also in saving tax-
payers of King County a sizable sum of

© inoney.

It may be inequitable for laymen to
work in government for no salary, but, thank
goodness, there still are some dedicated
citizens who will work and spend their time
and effort for the benefit of the community
without pay. Rewards are found in per-
forming a service to local government. -

One of the basic concepts of American
government is that of localized participation
by lay members without pay. This is best
expressed in operation of school districts
throughout the nation. None éan say that

. this method of operation is unsuccessful.

There is much that the freeholders have
done that is beneficial and of value and this
we want to review later, but as a beginning
evaluation it appears the group has not
helped the cause of good government by
substituting a sugar-plum tree for the basic
concept of lay participation.

We doubt that the public will buy this
type of “modernization” based upon the
concept of an overpaid and overloaded
system of nine partisan legislators.

[ i~




“Frecholder Will Ask Board

To Rethink Auditor Decision

I o

Slmon {lampoz county
freeholder, said today he
plans to ask the Board of
Freeholders to reconsider
its stand in favor of an ap-
pointive, rather than elec-
tive, county. auditor.

Wampold contended the
auditor “will need an inde-
pendence which he can only
achieve through election by

" the people.”
By an 8 to 3 vote, the free-

the auditor should be ap-

pointed by the county com-
missioners.

THE PRELIMINARY draft
of a charter will be present-
ed to the freeholders Satur-
day and at that time all de-
cisions will be discussed
again. Wampold said that
since he will be out of the
state most of June he would
submit his ideas in writing
through Paul Meyér, execu-

holders decided May 11 that
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tive secretary.
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(This is a letter for servicemen to let them know what's
going on here at heme. It's no substitute for personal letiers,
s0 write your own letler, then clip this letter and inclose it -
with yours. This will be in each Sunday's Post-Intelligencer.)
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l agency.

“We have recognized in
our deliberations that there
is a need for an independent
post audit review of county
officials,” Wampold said.
“We have also expressed a
consensus for some type of
ombudsman or citizen-com-
plaint review board.”

He said an elected auditor
could handle both tasks.

“The auditor should be
the watchdog of the county
and also the conscience of

s

the county,” Wampold said, - .

“a one-man grand jury but

without the evils attendant -

on periodically and hastily
assembled grand juries as
we have known them in the
past.”

WAMPOLD SAID a merit
system for county employes
should provide a speedy and
simple way for a citizen to
complain.

He said a merit system
also should provide a meth-
od by which employment
and job advancement would
not depend solely on written
examinations because many
persons are not adept at
taking these.

Recommendations of the
official responsible for the
office should weigh heavily
in a formula to govern hir-
ing and promotions, he said.

Wampold called for a per-
sonnel board which chiefly

*would hear appeals from
While a person- -

emploves.
nel board should set stan- -
dards of employment prac-
tices, he said, it should not
become an employment

e




SEATTLE, June 1—Most of the action this week vgas‘
.anvwhere but in Seattle. It was a week with its voice

muted by Memorial Day. a Memorial day more poignant. ~ _

than they are between wars. There was Seattle's annual”
Memorial Day parade along Fourth Avenue past Memo-
rial Plaza at the Public Safety Bldg. This is where are
lined the marble slabs with the 2,432 names of Seattle
and King County’s World War II dead. In the line of
march and the best part of the 49-unit parade were B
Company and D Company from the 2nd Battalion, 3rd

Advanced Training Brigade, Ft. Lewis. The marching -

infantrymen got a small hand from the small crowd,
mostly, it appeared, because the majority of parade
watchers didn’t know these advanced infantry trainees
from a Boy Scout troop.

An old friend of almost everyone, the P-I's Doug
Welch, columnist and humorist summa cum laude, died
at his typewriter this week, victim of a heart attack at
age 61. He was a man of many talents and not the least
of them was his ability to make people smile . . . anyoné "
can make you cry but the man who creates true humor
is priceless and there are few of him. o .

Politics is in the very air around here. The GOP
right wing is still fighting with the moderates. The De-
mos are all fighting with each other depending upon
their allegiance to McCarthy, Kennedy or Humphrey.
Nixon came through this week to meet with his people
and patted Gov. Dan Evans on the back by referring to
him as a “posible”” vice presidential nominee. Gov. Dan
just smiled . . . he knows Nixon says it to all the boys.

Response to last week’s P-1 poll was a momuntal ho- -

‘hum. Previous polls have drawn thousands of answers a
week. But the latest, concerning the freeholders who are

writing a new King County charter to revamp county

government, drew fewer than 100 returns. And most of
those who responded were not quite sure what the ques-
tions meant. Actually, the work of the freeholders is
going to affect the lives of almost 1 million persons dur-
ing the next couple of decades.

Civil rights leaders and the Washington National
Guard, headed by Maj: Gen. Howard S. McGee, got to-
gether at Camp Murray to work out a plan to improve
the Guard’s image among the state’s minority groups.
Chief result was a plan for aggressive recruiting of
Negroes into the Guard, -

A subdued Muhammad Ali, nee Cassius Clay, spent
a couple of days here this week on behalf of the Black
Muslims. Gone was the old flip, wisecracking man of
heavyweight championship days. Instead, he was a ser-
ious and eloquent exponent of his views, _

ALONG THE WAY — HMS Glamorgan, the Royval
Navy’s newest guided missile desiroyer tied up at Pier
91 for a four-day visit on her way to her new station at
Singapore . . . Maybe the National Science Foundation
knows something we don't. It gave the University of
Washington & million to build an underground laborato-

© ry for earth science studies . . . Cliff Jorgenson and Ear-

nest J. Hardman and thei~ wives, of Federal Way, died
when their Cessna 177 crashed in the west end of Sno-
qualmie Pass. Eight orphans . . . Little Willie John, the
blues compeser and singer who made more than $100,000
a vear at his peak, died in the state pen at Walla Walla
of pneumonia. He was doing a stretch for a knife killing

while he was playing here in 1965 . . . The motor ship .

Elwha, last of the state’s four super ferries, will arrive
in Seattle tomorrow from San Diego, after being delayed
by coastal storms. The other three, Hyak, Kaleetan
and Yakima were all back on their runs the last
time we looked — about an hour ago . . . Speaking of
storms, Seattle had better weather in March than it's

been getting the past two or three weeks. Rain, you

know, and lots of it. .

7o/ A
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er districts. .

Freeholders have decided
that the Board of Commis-
sioners should be enlarged
from three to nine mem-
bers, all elected by districts.

A preliminary draft of a
county charter will be re-
viewed by the board Satur-
day. The aim is to complete
a charter in time to present
it to voters at the November
" general election.

FREEHOLDERS HAD dis-
cussed allowing three com-
missioners to_ seek election
in each of the existing three
commissioner districts, with
provision in the charter for
establishing new commis-
sioner -district boundaries
later.

Under Albrecht’s proposal.
the  commissioner-district
boundaries would be estab-
lished in the charter, which
would provide for future re-
) districting.

g/ /%
By JERRY BERGSMAN

Richard Albrecht, chair-
man_of the County Board of
Fregholders, 'said today™ he
will propose that a consul-
tant be hired to draw bound-

" aries of county-commission-

- W R e -

Albrecht said he will pro-
— —

-cucion.

For County Program

e’

The groundwork for estab-  will be the first emploved by

lishing a motor pool and pro-
gram budgeting for King
County will be laid in the
summer. Data for creation
of a personnel system could

be an outgrowth.

These developments will
begin when three graduate
students at the University of
Washington start work f{or
the county Monday as in-
terns. County Commissioner
John Spellman said they will
be supervised by County Ad-

ministrator John Porter.

The three, recommended
" by Dr. Ernest Miller, divec-
tor of the University’s
- Schoogl of Public Affairs,

Freeholders Want Consultant

in . population - data
analysis, be hired to draw .

cialist

the commissioner -district

boundaries using guidelines

established by the freehold-
ers. .

JOSHI, A partner and |~

principal planner of Urban
Planning & Research Associ-
ates, estimated the work

would take five days and -

cost up to $800.
I 1967, Joshi

tributor

The work was done for King
and Snohomish counties.

Joshi formerly was a plan-
ning consultant with the Pu-
get Sound Regional Trans- !

portation Studv and an as-

suctate planner in the County
» Fianning Department. '

He helped prepare
Seattle’s model cities appli-

-~

drafted a .
forecast of population dis- . -
and employment :
showing the impact of a pro- .
pused rapid transit system.

the county under an intern
program. Seattle has used
interns in the past,

PORTER said the interns
are Michael Fuson, 24,
studying for his doctorate in
political science; Clifford L.
Stilz, Jr., 23, now a law stu-
dent with a master’'s degree
in public administration and
William M. Hinkle, 27, work-
ing toward his master's in
public adminijstration. All
have prior experience work-
ing for "governmental units
on the West Coast. :

Porter said Stilz and Hin-
kle will continue to work
part time after the summer
vacation,

Fuson will be Porter’s ad-

I ministrative assistant. Stilz,

who developed a manual on

- .commercial haulers for the "

State Motor Vehicle Depart- -
ment in 1966, will work with
department heads to develop

- program budgeting here.

The first step toward pro-
gram budgeting was made
this week when the planning
department was granted an
emergency appropriation
based on a program-budget
outline,

BY STATE .law, county
budgets are spelled out in
line items that specify the
salaries of each employe, In
a program budget, the ap-
propriation lists the opera-

" tion in which the employe is
‘- engaged as well as other ex-

penditures needed to carry
out the project.

Porter said he will suggest
that all appointed depart-
ment heads submit program
budgets for 1959, He said

elected department heads
will have an opiion.
In what could lay the

groundwork for a personnel
system, Porter said appoint-
ed department heads will be
required to submit an organ- ‘
ization chart that includes |
the title and job description
of each employe. This will |
be for the program budget.
Guidelines for job descrip-
tions will be furnished the |
departments.
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\ County Charter Showing

Delayed Week by Death

1

By Our C()unty News Bureau making the auditor an elected, .

Unveiling of the proposed official. have been submitted.
county charter scheduled for Other changes have been main-
yesterday will occur next Satur- ly alterations in wording.
day instead, Paul Mever, execu- The proposed charter will be
tive secretary, said Friday. The released officially for public
delay was due to the death of scrutiny at Saturday's meeting.
Senator Robert Kennedy and to Public hearings and at least one
the need for additional language more version of the document
refinements on the document.  lie ahead before the charter

The draft has been in the reaches its final ballot form. It’s
hands of freeholders since Tues- scheduled to be before voters at
day, Meyer said, and some the general election on Novem-

jtounff&hcﬁ?r Showing

Delcyeg Week by Death

By Our County News Bureau making the auditor an elected

Unveiling of the proposed official, have been submitted.
county charter scheduled for Other changes have been main-
yesterday will occur next Satur- ly alterations in wording.
day instead, Paul Meyer, execu- The proposed charter will be
tive secretary, said Friday. The released officially for public
delay was due to the death of scrutiny at Saturday's meeting.
Senator Robert Kennedy and to Public hearings and at least one
the need for additional language more version of the document
refinements on the document.  lie ahead before the charter

The draft has been in the reaches its final ballot form. It's
hands of freeholders since Tues- scheduled to be before voters at

- suggested changes, principally ber 5.

EWS

EGULAR DELIVERY CALL MAin 4-7722

What About
Freeholders,
New Charter?

What decisions are the elected
King County Freeholders making
about government for our county,
and why? Why, for instance, would
an elected county administrator be
preferable or less desirable than an
appointed administrator?

Seattle League of Women Voters
and guests will discuss these
questions at unit meetings May 21
to 23. Other Leagues in King
County will discuss the same

' material during May. Interested
women are invited to attend.

For information regarding the
meeting times and places for
neighborhood units call Mrs. James

_ Tyler, EM 2-6498.

=", day, Meyer said, and some the general election on Novem-
..Suggested changes, principally ber 5. -

Frecholders Probe Elective
Versus Appointive Oflices

AKOMO News
Northwest Feature
By BRIAN JOHNSON
The King County Freeholders are now in the final

stages of drafting a new county charter (for .

consideration by the voters).

One of the major decisions was made over the
weekend when the 15-member board considered the
question of elective versus appointive offices. The
tentative resolution of the question was to retain the
county assessor’s office as an elective position. To
have the County Commissioners appoint a legislative
auditor. The executive of the new county government
would be charged with appointment of the coroner,
sheriff, and treasurer. The judges of the Superior
Court would appoint the clerk of the court.

All of these positions are now elective.

-The elected positions would be the county
administrator, the county commissioners, and the
2SSessor.

The decision to retain the assessor as an elective .

post was obviously conditioned on the fact that many
of the freeholders felt that making all of these
positions appointive would jeopardize voter passage
of the eventual document.-

The decision to chop out most of the elected
positions indeed met with a mixed reaction at County
Hall this week. The basic argument is over whether

" the individual voter should have the right to pass
. judgement on the. performance of each individual

currently elected.

The other side of the coin is that with nine County

Commissioners and a chief executive, who is elected,
the veoters have substantial control over their county.
Thus many feel the administrative positions can be
appointive without comprornising the control people
have over their government. :

The assessor’s office was maintained as an
elective position because this is regarded as the office
closest to the hearts or spleen of the electorate. But

many of the freeholders felt this position, too, should
be appointive.

It was interesting to note the reaction of one
county commissioner who favors retention of elective
positions. He said there were “‘two positions which I
feel could be better served by appointive officers.”
One was the clerk of the court, who the commissioner
felt could be best chosen by the judges of the Superior
Court. The second position was county
superintendent “of schools. This elective
administrative position, the commissioner felt, could
obviously be filled by a man chosen by the County
School Board or other such agency. The freeholders
are unable to speak on that position.

Another elective position is county prosecutor.
There are many who feel it is somewhat strange for
an officer of the court to stand partisan election, as he
now does.

There is, of course. no such thing as Republican
law or Democrat law. There is also an open question
as to whether or not the prosecutor should be elected
or chosen on the recommendations of the bar by the
County Board.

But the freeholders were unable to consider that
question, too. The freeholders said, “Many of our
professional and administrative leaders should be
kept out of the political light.”

It is a question well worth discussing whether the
prosecuting attorney and school superintendent
should be kept out of the political light, partisan or
non partisan.

If the voters of King county agreed with the
freeholders’ decision to transform many of the now
elected positions into appointive positions, it might
then be wise to study the 21st Amendment to the
State Constitution which mandates that they put on
blinders as far as the prosecutor and school
superintendent are concerned. The 21st amendment
forbids the freeholders from affecting the election of
prosecutor or school superintendent.

.
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that train has passed HRECS 517-48
County-City Should Merge;
Freeholders’ Job Obsolete

Ideal Project for league of Women Vcters

King County freeholders, elected to draw up a new
charter for the county, have been meeting faithfully to do
their job and the final draft will soon be ready. There
have been long debates about the number of commis-

sioners, whether or not some officials should

be "eili:iad or appointed, and other equally
obtuse problems.

Certainly the freeholders are doing a
conscientious and workmanlike job, but we
can’t help wondering if they are not con-

see it | cerned with a plan that is outdated, out-
TTe moded and obsolete.

Ph}llp Today there are compelling reasons for

Bailey | the consolidation of governing bodies. First,

of course, is the expensive and wasteful
duplication of officials and employees, starting with law
enforcement agencies, and running through the courts,
fire departments, parks, planning, schools and so on, ad
infinitum. '

If these duplicated agencies made the problems easier
of solution, they might justify their existence, but just
the opposite is the case. Planning is a prime example.
Proper use of land will become ever more important, and
it will become increasingly necessary as population and
industry expand. It must be accomplished on at least a

- county-wide basis, preferably a regional one.

Only One Agency

Roads and highways should certainly be under the
control of one central agency, not ‘only to insure proper
location of secondary highways and roads, but to avoid
the duplication and expense of two engineering depart-
ments.

Sewage and garbage disposal is just another facet of
government that requires area-wide planning and solu-
tions.

Lethargy, resistance to change, tenure of existing
office holders, will make consolidation difficult. But it
seems inconceivable that voters will allow these difficulties
to stand in the way of necessary changes which will insure
more efficient and less expensive government,

Pressure for the change must come from the voters
themselves, for those ensconced in office will never take
the initiative, and will, on the other hand, fight valiantly
for the status quo.

It would seem to me that an organization such as
the League of Women Voters could and should take on
the job of assembling the facts and figures necessary to
obtain a clear cut picture of the savings and benefits from
consolidated government. They could then present such
a plan to the voters for approval. It would be a major
undertaking, but one which would be of incalculable profit
to the whole community.

We are, after all, in the jet age, not in the horse and
buggy era, and our government should adjust to that

reality. v

" charter?
* government. The present form of

" Territorial

", together,

First Of Series s=f .,

On FREEHOLDERS’

WEwWS

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Following is the first in a series on King County
Freeholders and their efforts to draw up a satisfactory county charter to
be presented to voters for their approval. The series is being written by
Mrs. Evelyn Amyes, officialobserver for the League of Women Voters of

Seattle at the Freeholders’ sessions.)
By MRS. EVELYN AMYES

Who are the King ' County
Freeholders? A group of 13 men
and two women elected from three
districts in King County to write a
charter. They serve without pay,
working until the charter is
completed and submitted to the
voters for approval.

The term “‘freeholder” means an
owner of a freehold — a piece of
land which can be passed to heirs.
The other uniquely high
requirements met by the King
County freeholder candidates were
that they be qualified electors
{registered voters) with at least five
years' residence in the county.

-Why does King County need a
To modernize

county government was established
114 years ago by the Washington
Assembly. In those
pioneer days a county was thought
to be an agency of the state needing
few powers, since it would serve
sparsely settled rural areas. The

_form of government established

then is basically unchanged today.

*.In the years since 1854, the

population has grown to more than
a million. King County is now
larger in population than nearly one
third of the states of the Union.
With more people crowding
more problems have
developed: problems of garbage,
water supply, flood control,
sewage, planning for orderly
growth, and many others.

Because the county had few
powers granted by the state to deal
with these emerging problems,
special districts have been formed.
Today there are a total of 237
governmental units in the county,
sometimes working in opposite

directions.

King County elects the three
legislator-administrators (the
county commissioners) and 34
-other independent county officials.
In addition there are appointed
officials, boards, and commissions.
Because there are so many, the
citizen may become confused about
whom to hold responsible for
action or lack of action.

Many students of government
believe that county structure

"should be simpler, more

understandable, better able to solve
problems, more responsibe to the
wishes of the people than the
present organization of King
County permits.

The State Constitution will allow
us home rule to establish for
ourselves the kind of government
we want in King County if, and only
if, we adopt a county charter. The
Freeholders are now at work
drawing up such a charter.

Future articles will report on the
progress of the Freeholders.

SO3R
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At Lupchepn'

Mrs. Douglass C/.North will
speak to the Mercer Island
Federated Republican Wom-
en at luncheon beginning at

- 11:45 a.m. Monday, June 3,
at the home of Mrs. C. A,
Newell, 6043 78th S.E.

Mrs. North will discuss the
proposed King County charter,
and some of the ideas being
advanced by the Board of
County Freeholders, of which
she i§" & amber.

Mrs. North is a past presi-
dent of the Seattle League of
Women Voters, and is cur-
rently a candidate for the
Republican momination for
State representative from the
44th legislative district.

Cost of the luncheon is
$1.50, The public is welcome,
No babysitting service will be
available at this meeting. S

SRt o e

stodium Stand
s Approved |

Mr. John L. Fournier,
Editor and Publisher
Dear John:

Thanks for sending me yourl
editorial on “‘Let’s Not Deceive

Voters on the Stadium.” I agree

with you that we do have a,
problem in that $40,000,000 will
not provide parking for a sta-

dium. $40,000,000 will be needed

for a covered stadium and the

problem of parking will still
exist.

Along side of that editorial
you had another editorial on A
King County Sugar-Plum Tree.”
After I read it I certainly agree
with your thinking that perhaps
we could get the county commis-
sioners to serve at $1 per year. I
will bring this up at the next
Freeholders meeting which is
this coming Saturday. Thanks
for remembering me.

: Sincerely,

Paul S. Friedlander,
Member, Board of King
County Freeholders.

——
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' Seattle, Wash.
Argus
(Cir. W. 7,210)

JUN 7 1968
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Lefters o the Argus

Dear Sir: 2/ 77

disagree. The govern-
 ments of King County and
the City of Seattle should
remain separate. In addition,
the Freeholders have a most
difficult, yet most necessary
and urgent job to do and do
well.

The Wall Street Journal on
3 October 1967 pointed out
that the combined govern-
ment of the County and City
of Honolulu has all the prob-
lems of any big city in the
U.S., and has the same lack
of solutions. Many political
scientists place the blame for
these problems of cities on
the patchwork of local gov-
.ernments. Consolidation they
maintain will permit solution
of these problems.

Honolulu has a consoli-
dated government. According
to the Journal, its worst
problem is a lack of plan-
ning. Therefore, the Hono-
1ulu experience indicates that
large, central governments
do not provide “better” plan-
ning or “better” urban de-
velopment.

To paraphrase Professor
Robert Warren of the Uni-
versity of Washington (a po-
litical scientist) a central,
combined government does
not per se make master plans
easy or workable. Small area
problems remain the same
regardless of the size of
Government. In addition, big-
government is not necessarily
" efficient or coordinated. May.
I add, as an example, ouri
Federal Government? . ‘

I request that you encour-

age the Freeholders to devise °

a simple, efficient and work-
able organization for our
county. To quote the League
of Women Voters, whom you
have asked for help, “the un-
wieldy structure of county
government makes it diffi-

The County Board of Free-
holders meéeting scheduled
tomorrow was postponed to-
day because of the mourning
for Senator Robert F. Ken
nedy. Richard Albrécht,
chairman, said the meetinz

~will be held June 15.__~,

cult for the citizen to under-
stand, to vote intelligently,
or to know whom he can
contact for answers to his
governmental problems.” )

FRANK MATZ

1 I
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Progress Report On Local Government

Prese tlly lZwrous changes and improvements are under-
way in both city and county governments, but change for the
sake of change is not necessarily desirable. We are interested in
change for the sake of improvement and we believe that presently
this is the brand that is being ‘sold.’

Some citizens think that local government is stagnant, un-
bending, uninteresting and uninterested. This type of thinking
has not always been without cause but credit should be given

where it is due. Crry

Here are some of the changes for the better in Seattle which
clearly show the responsiveness of the city government toward
better administration.

1. In 1967 a highly select and well qualified committee of
citizens appointed by the Mayor studied the City Charter and
recommended a number of important changes which were re-
ceived and analyzed by the city government and subsequently
approved by the voters in November. They are in the process of
being implemented and undoubtedly will improve the efficiency
and effectiveness of city administration.

2. The city administration reacted promptly in the summer
of 1967 to the increasing poverty and race problems and by de-
veloping some well considered actions helped calm an uneasy
situation. Additional programs in this area have since been de-
veloped and major strides are being made toward permanent
solutions to some of the problems. :

3. A comprehensive survey of the Seattle Police Department
has been made by the International Association of Police Chiefs,
an organization with experienced and highly competent analysts.
The findings of the study, when implemeted, undoubtedly will
result in an improved Police Department.

4. A job classification survey of over 10,000 positions in city

government has been undertaken. It will go a long way toward -

updating many jobs because of changes in technology, systems
and procedures, and in the operation of city departments.

5. Another highly select and well qualified committee of
citizens is studying, in detail, the procedures and operations of
the City Council with the objective of determining what changes
could improve and increase the efficiency and effectiveness of that
important and busy legislative body.

6. Finally, it must be recognized that the Forward Thrust
proposals were developed under the sponsorship of both the City
ond the Couemiy goverranest. Thome proposals that were ap:
proveq by the voters are being implemented with a cooperative
effort in an attempt to give citizens the most for their Forward

Thrust tax dsllar,
COUNTY

As of now we can't point to as man
government as we credit to the city,
more by this time next year.

1. The action with potentall
government is the preparation o

f a new County Ch
fifteen Freeholders elected last November. The&ya}:;flzbs);):gi

zggmirf_z:;rgep‘::; ac;fnfog f;(:)lxlg:d\?g a';:;requy consid.ered and well
fﬁf)s%}l,; zzﬁrilst); i(;vetrx:infnt tgeylcant?lin?aflgs:;iafit;eiﬁgr.a; .
muclzl nﬁffmT¥§%;eng tgti:giirzxex:gfer 16wt bring.
proposal affcting the entie spanie et oo L o1

ernment support. The county i
] ¥ is mi ' in i
plementing the successful proposalsf)Vmg ahead promptly in im-

3. A big step in improvin

y changes in the county
but there actually could be

y the greatest impact on county

which undoubtedly will bring

sedl ¥ was the consolidati
Road Districts. This is another step ;;’nf;técm of the two County

Tt g . . ;
ond reczs glg](i)zo:tgncg in awhile to sit down, resurvey the situation
e signs of progress and improvement, Everything
o

isn’t all bad. We do have man h -orki i
in and out of local govemmezi’t, :{S&;gfhng, dedxc‘ated people,

and efficient government. T ici
this endeavor., - The Manicip

Municipal News
(Cir. 2X Mo. 4,750)

JUN 10.238

[e:
e

‘Allen's v.cs.

Est. 1888
OMBUDSMAN
The corfedpt/of‘an ”

e coricdpt ©f‘an “Ombudsman,
to deal with citizen complaints has
been gaining favor in many quar-
ters by students of government. The
League’s King County Government
Committee recomemnded the estab-
Jishment of an Ombudsman's office
in the charter now being drafted by
the Freeholders. This recommenda-

il
tion appears to have caught the
fancy of the Freeholders for they
have incorporated the provision for
such a function in their preliminary
dratt of the charter.

Studies of this approach in deal-
ing with citizen complaints have
been developed by the Institute of
Governmenta!l Studies at the Uni-
versity of California. A paper en-
titled “The Citizen and the Bureau-
cracy,” it was noted that a paradox
often develops, wherein the citizen
seeks to control the bureaucracy
that he has indirectly established
to control, in part, his own activi-
ties. The paper describes and eval-

| uates the role of the legislative
branch as a “collective Ombuds-

-man,” and its continuing capacity
to handle citizen complaints in the
ahsence of new institutions.

The Institute of Government
Studies has contributed several ar-
ticles to the continuing study of the
Ombudsman with the premise that
the present social structure is essen-
tially bureaucratic in both public
and private sectors. The report says
that public bureaucracies wield
great power. They can be a source
of abuse and injustice even assum-
ing the best of motives since the
frequeacy of contacts between a
citizen and the government has in-

~ creased.

The Ombudsman concept is prac-
ticed in several European countries
with considerable effectiveness in
soriié inistances but has yet to be in-
stitued on a large scale in this
country. Critics of the proposal say
that esabtlishment of this new sel-

"1 vice would more than add to the al-

ready over-burdened operations of
local government. A bill proposing
an Ombudsman office be established
for state government failed in the
last session of the Legislature.

Proponents of the concept say

. that bureaucracies are so large and

unwieldly and remofe from the in-

dividual citizen that it is extremely

difficult for him to know where to
take his grievance. :

COMMENT: Most people agree
that some procedure should be es-
tablished for servicing citizen com-
plaints but the comment was made,
by Herb Robinson in the Seatile
Times, that another name should be
offered up in place of “Ombuds-
man,” which few people understand

- let alone are able to pronounce.

—
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The revelation that City Councilman
Ted Best is on the payroll of the Wash-

ington Optometric Association, as its .

executive secretary, raises some se-
rious questions regarding the salaries
and responsibilities of elected public of-

. ficials.

City Council positions, which corn-
mand annual salaries of $15,000, are
supposed to be full-time jobs. It’s diffi-
cult to believe that Best can devote a
proper amount of time to the city while
earning an extra $5,400 a year from an-
other employer.

Even assuming that Best, who we

“regard as an able councilman, is giving

the city a fair shake, the question of
ethics arises. We believe there is an
inevitable conflict of interest when an
elected public official accepts pay from

~a private source, particularly one
" which may have legislative goals.

The citizens of Seattle have a right

to demand that their city councilmen

iy Charter’s Almost Done

Best's Moonlighting

stick to their jobs as councilmen. Ac-
cordingly, they should be paid enough
to preclude the necessity of their seek-
ing outside income. o
On the matter of salaries for public
officials, the King County Board of
Freeholders has recommended that
county commissioners to be elected un-
der the proposed new charter receive
$18,000 annually and the county’s chief
elected administrator $27,000. The theo-
ry is that these salaries will be high
enough to attract qualified cancidates
and to insure that they devote all of
their working hours to the county. It's a
good theory, and we subscribe to it.

IT MAY BE that the level of City
Council salaries is due for a review. WWe
think a reasonable argument can be
made that councilmanic salaries should
at least equal those of the county com-
missioness. ‘

In the meantime, we suggest that
Councilman Best halt his moonlighting.

e
P

By Our County News Bureau

A wrapup of the work produced by the Board of King '

County Freeholders in six months on the job was issued
late last week by Paul Meyer, executive secretary of the
board. Included in his report were the major points of
agreement on what will be in the new county charter, due
for its first unveiling June 8.

In it are decisions involving the restructuring of King
County in its legislative and executive functions,
including a proposal to provide for a full-time legislative
body of nine commissioners nominated and elected by
district. This group would have only legislative responsi-
bilities and would be paid a salary no less than that which
AA-class county commissioners receive — which will be
$18,000 yearly after next fall's elections. Elections would
be on a partisan basts.

Freeholders also decided the new charter should
include a chief executive independently elected at
large, also on a partisan basis, and that he should
have on his staff a professional administrator who
would be responsible for staff administration. Toe
board pegged salary of the chief executive at one to
one and a half times that of county legislators.

In a third major decisicn. freeholders approved the

creation of a personnel systern for the county in a

-separate body apart from the executive and the

legistature. The director of this systern and the board's

- . members should be appointed by the county chief

executive, with the board's chief function primarily the
hearing of grievances. Other policies involving hiring and
examinations were judged to be an executive matter
within the preview of the personnel director.

. '

Some political activity should be allowed at the state
or federal level, freeholders aruged, but prohibited such
activity for county employes. Those persons presently
employed by the county, they felt, should have assurance
of continued employment with the requirement they pass
satisfactorily a job examination. - :

The present offices of assessor, auditor, clerk,
coroner, sheriff, and treasurer — presently all elective,
would be (except for assessor) appointive offices under
the new charter. Freeholders decided that all appoint-
ments are to be made by the county chief executive with

_ the exception of an auditor, whose appointment will be

made by the legislative body. All others will be confirmed
by the legislative body.

Although freeholders agreed ihe charter should
include additional provisions setting up initiative
referendum and recall procedures and that there
should be provision for an office to receive citizen’s
complaints, the precise nature of these proposals will
wait until the first draft is approved. -

Meyer said freeholders had met 35 times since L

December 5, 1967, to hold orientation sessions, delibera-
tive sessions (at which votes were taken) and public
forums. A new series of public forums is being planned
throughout the county during July and August on'the
proposed charter, following which freeholders will again
reconsider tha charter. A final vote, based on a section by
section analysis, will be taken by late August.

The charter is expected to be ready for ballot

certification in September, permitting it to be placed on

—~. 40:

the November, 1963, general election ballot.
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by John S. Murray

Compliling the answers to the questionnaire that:
appcared in this column two weeks ago turned out tobe a
most enlightening expericnce. I asked for candid opinions
and got them. Thcy ranged from “You are doing a great
job, keep it up,” to “What have you ever done to deserve
re-election?” ' : . 3

The first fourteen questions are from a'
questionnaire being used by many Republican candidates
throughout the state. There will be an opportunity later:
to compare the thinking within the 36th district with that '

- of other districts throughout the state. The last six

questions were added to cover local issues and to get some '
idea of current thinking about the governor and myself. |

Questionnaires such as this are most helpful to a "
_ representative and I certainly appreciate the efforts of |

those who took the time to fill them out and return them. *
I doubt that there are any two that give all the same'
answers. Adding them all together however, one gets a°
very good cross-section of the thmkmg throu°hout the
district. :
In almost all cases, my thinking and my actions in :

the legislature are in accord with the general thinking of

the people I represent. Listed below are the questions, |
your answers and my answers to the same questions.

- . provided for our people? . :
Yes 28% No 56% No Opmlon 16%
NO-Forward Thrust will be a great help but we still .

l

}

1., 'Are enough parks and recreatxonal facilities bemg '

. l
]

¥

l

need the passage of the $40 million state bond issue ;
that will be on the ballot this fall. We must take ;

action now to meet the tremendous demand of the
immediate future..

Yes 36% No 54% NoOpinion 10%

YES—From a practical standpoint we do not have it ;

now, nor does any other state. This week’s Life

Ma"azme points out that there are over 450 people

in Death Row throughout the country but no one
- has been executed in the past year.

o )
© 2, Should Washington abolish capltal pumshment” ‘ i
!
!
{

Yes 29% No "54%  No Opinion 16%
Of those answering Yes some 9% favored a flat rate”
tax and 26% favored a graduated tax. Some people .,
answcred the question “No” and then marked one’
—-ftherates. .
NO-An income tax should be unposed only as part'
of a tax reform package that will improve our total ;
“tax picture. See question No.14,

_ 4. Should special levies be eliminated as a regularE

method of financing public schools?

Yes 62% No 21% NoOpinion 17% ‘

YES-We must find a way to finance our public

schools that is regular and dependable without
- sacrificing the quality of our education. Ehmmatmg

Specml lewes will be impossible thhout magor tax

k- . Continued on Page2 - - 7
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. Continued from Page 1 .
rcform. .
5. Should public employees have *'the right to strike?”
Yes 17% No 67% NoOpinion 16%

NO-The right to orpanize and bargain but not the
right to strike against the public. Their bossces and
their customers are the same people. They knew
that when they took the job and it should be well
N understood before they ever start to work.
Should industry be given tax incentives for
compliznce with strikt air and water pollution
controf faws?
Yes 55% No 38%  NoOpinion 7%
YES-But only under limited conditinrs. I played 2
major part in getting wck a bilt through the House
during the last sessior with the cooperation of Tax
Commissioner George Kinncar. We gave industry a
two year limit, excluded new industry ar ncw plants
who know the new rules, and limited the state’s
Liability if there are fedcral concessions. Where we
fequire an old plant to mect a new standard it is only
f3is to give them some help for immediate
compliance, but for a ncw plant or an old one that
has to be forced there should be no concessions.
Should voters authorize the modernization of the

11

12,

13.

State Constitution by a Constitutional Convention?

Yes 53% TNo 18% NoOpinion 29%
YES-We necd to do something to bring our
constitulion up to date. This is one way to do it. I
X have voted for all measures that would make it
. easier to change the constitution. :

e
1 4

8. On the basis of priority are you more interested in TOURIST PROMOTION - .
developing more and better arterials or more and Very Good 16% Good 41% Poor 15%
better frecways? No Opinion 28% - : .

Artcrials 647 Freeways 12%  No Opinion 24% EDUCATION - -
ARTERIALS-That is exactly the action that was Very Good 24% Good 43% Poor 10%
taken by the last session of the legislature. The No Opinion 23% o
increase in the gas tax wilf be used for such work. GOOD-All of them are good, none of them are
The results of our 2ctions are just starting to take good enough. N
effect. - 14, Would you favor a state income tax if it were
9. Do you fasor semovalof the existing restrictions on accompanicd with a reduction of the sales tax, a
California wines? reduction of the business and occupation tax, the
Yes 712 No 11% NoOpinion 18% elimination of the sales tax on food and drugs, the
YES-1 voted for such a bill during the last session limitation of the assessment ratio on property to
and will do so azain this time. With better handling 25% and the reduction of special levies for schools?
in the legislature, which will happen this time, the Yes 48% No 327% NoOpinion 20%
measure should pass. . YES-This is essentially the tax package the
10.  Should the statc government have a cash reserve? Republicans attempted to pass through the House
Yes 71% No 6% NoOpinion 23% during the last session. Some such total tax reform
‘= MES_Thic. aucdion should have had more package is an'absoluic nocessity to solve the state’s
ATHYWTS ¢ prigpion problems. No onc¢ step will really help and it is B
L STSPIeD vy SNIT 605240 51UCA S AQUEIS JOUTTINSAT gobifu) that any one step could get the necessary -

5

N

* Very Good 22% Good 38%

the fund ~12% R

3% OF THE FUND~This scems like a reasonable
margin {or crror in making estimates up to 2% years
in advance. With a larger contingency fund we could
get along without aumwal sessions for 2 few more
years.

Do you favor the “lmplicd Consent™ Law for
suspected drinking drivers?-———""""

Yes 63% No 14%  NoOpinion 23%
YES-Such a bill was one of the governor’s request
bills but failed to pass during the last session
primarily because of politics. There will be another
attempt made during the coming session.

Do you feel that enough is being done by our state
government in the ficld of human rights?

Yes 47% No 27%  NoOpinion 26%
NO-There are too many programs in effect right
now, but neardy all of them are federal programs. .
Fhe state must do more 10 get the control closer to
home. State and local government must do more or
the federal government will fili the void. .
Pleasc rate these services of state government.
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS

Very Good 6% Good 37% Poor 19% .

No Opinion 38%

MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS

Very Good 6% Good 38% Poor 22%
No Opinion 34% - Lo

HIGHWAYS

Poor 13%
No Opinion 27% . T
STATE PARKS -
Very Good 22% Good 44% Poor 7%,
No Opinion 25% . -

" votes to pass through cither housc of the legislature.
-Po_you favor a ropid transit system for King
County? .

Yes 64% No 16% ' NoOpinion 20%
YES-This Forward Thrust measure will come up

. again. Let us hope that the 64% figure wilLhold up, -

in the next election.

D6 you favor major changes in the King County ‘
Charter? T T
. Yes 53% No 12% NoOpinion 35%

i YES—The King County Freeholders, now in the '
' process of drafting’a new charter for the county,
’ could do much to solve our local problems. Let us
, all hope that their efforts meet with success.

"Governor? re—

i Very Well 38% Well 20% Average 15%

How do you feel Dan Evans is doing his job as!

; Not Very Well 6% Unacceptable 6% ) v

* No Opinion 15% R
VERY WELL~Dan Evans has grown with thejob. I

- should mean that it is much more valid to an objective

. sportion to the population and the circulation of the
Queen Anne News and the Magnolia Journal, |
" QOut of nearly seven hundred pcople who are on my
sponsoring committce as it appcared in last week's paper,
there were 27 whose names appeared as a result of their
tesponding lo the questionnaire but-only eight of the
batance of the sponsoring commiltee turned in
questionnaires. This #s a little discouraging from the
standpoint of my friends but also means that the results of
the survey are not loaded with my known friends. That

observer, .
R.H. Weslenberg wrotce a two page letter to amplify
his views and many others also wrote shorter notes. Some
of the more intercsting comments that were written were:
“Sto'p all parking on arterials.” “Both parties scem to be
trying to give away all of our resources in one gencration.”
“it would be a full time job to be well informed on all _

“issues and 2l candidates.” “This is a good idea to find out

what people think.” *“Kceps voters informed-good man.”
“I favor strict air and water pollution control.” “Tourist
promotion is too good.” “I'm a Republican-non
Rogstad.” “Full, open, honest public statements without
concéalment is necessary for public approval of change,
anywhere, anytime on anything.” “Wc are a captive
district and disgusted with the crowd followers — get out
of the rut.” “You do not respond to letters — two last
session. You voted for the gas tax increase,.already too
high. You voted for Forward Thsust and the stadium
hoax, et al.” “Income tax - too difficult for too many
people to prepare.” -
Well, I asked for it.

Tﬁank-you‘

frorie e

was one of his original backers when I handled -

pub_licity for the Republicans during the 1963 °
session. He has done an outstanding job that we can
all be proud of for the state of Washington.

" How do you fecl John Murray is doing his job as ;

H
!

your State Representative?

Very Well 31% Well 297, Average 11%

Not Very Well 3% Unacceptable 1%

No Opinion 25%

WELL~-This is a tough one to be objective about, |

- am prejudiced, but I also know what 1 have been

able to do and what 1 have failed in better than
anyone else. A freshman sitting in the very back
row, who is naturally the quiet type, should not be
expected to change state government in his first
session. Ididn’t. I was able to get some of my friends
down in front to say some things that [ had
suggesied and thought were good.

One can help to overcome the handicap of being
quict and bashful by always attending all meetings,

Anine mwade ta

Yy
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Freeholders ha\e decxded ten
" tatively to retain in a new King
. County charter the present
: three commissioner districts,
‘'with three commissioners to be
elected from each district to
create the nine-member board
recommended.

James Curran, Kent attorney
and one of 15 members of the
Board of King County Freehold-
ers, told members of the Kent
Rotary Club at luncheon yester-
day the commissioner-district
decision is one of several incor-
porated into the first draft of a
proposed new charter.

The actual draft will be
unveiled for the first time at

a meeting of the free hold-

ers in the courthouse Satur-

day forenoon.

Before Curran’s disclosure of
the plan to retain the present
boundaries for commissioner
districts, there had been specu-
lation in some quarters that it
might be necessary to create
nine new commissioner districts
to provide that one commis-
sioner be elected from each
district.

For practical purposes, the
present three commissioner dis-
tricts split the county into a
north district and a south dis-
trict, with a third, or central
district, embracmg primarily
the Clty of Seattle.

Curran prefaced his capsule
preview of the first charter
draft by pointing out that one of
the first concerns of the charter

To make tha! scparation pos-
sible, the charter is expected to
propose:

1. An elected county executive
who would he responsible for
county admiristration, and, op-
erating under him, by appoint-
ment, trained departmental ad-
ministrators.

2. Expansion of the Board of
County Commyissioners from
three to nine members, all still
elected on a partisan political
basis with three to represent
each present commissioner dis-
trict. The expanded board then
would function primarily as the
policy-making body.

3. The number of elected
county officials now serving
primarily as administrators
would be trimmed to two—the
county assessor and the prose-
cuting attorney. Curran ex-
plained that state statute re-
quires that the county prosecu-
tor be elected.

Curran told his fellow Rota-
rians that the freeholders had
made a special effort **to solve
this county personnel situation.”

drafters was to provide a way of .

separating the county commis-
sioners’ dual functions of poli-
cy-making and of administra-
tion.

.
e
/—_—s - . -

ncaries

sivter — Curran

“We adopted a personnel
board with an appointed direc-
tor of personnel,” the attorney
explained, ‘‘and we set up a
merit system whereby persons
can be procured on a system
other than the spoils system.”

The first draft of the
proposed new basic law for
the county also contains
provisions which “enlarge
the right of the people to
challenge the law,” Curran
explained.

.He said that in addition to
retaining citizen rights to recall,
the initiative and the referen-
dum, the freeholders have put
into the document a process
whereby “people actually can
submit an ordinance if they
can’t get it adopted any other
way.”

Another change, he said, will
shift county elections to coincide
with municipal elections.

Paul R. Meyer, executive sec-

retary of the Board of Freehold-
ers, explained the background
of the charter and discussion
sessions in which the freehold-
ers have engaged for several
months. He also showed a short
motion picture depicting various
functions of county government
throughout Washington State.
- Meyer said the freeholders
expect to have the new docu-
ment ready for submission to
voters at the November general
election.

It is considered likely that
several changes will be made in
the first draft of the document
after it is unveiled Saturday and

before it is polished into final

form for acceptance or rejection
by the electorate.

- S L . .
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| Conunissioners May Be Kept
In New Charfer, Curran Soys

Freeholders have decided ten-
tatively to retain in a new King

" County charter the present
. thrce commissioner districts,
: with three commissioners to be
. elected from each district o

create the nine-member board

. recommended.

James Curran, Kent attorney

" and one of 15 members of the

Board of King County Freehold-

" ers, told members of the Kent

Rotary Club at luncheon yester-
day the commissioner-district
decision is one of several incor-
porated into the first draft of a
proposed new charter.
The actual draft will be

unveiled for the firs! time at

a meeting of the free hold-

ers in the courtiiouse Satur-

day forenoon.

Before Curran's disclosure of
the plan to retain the present
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What is this man doing?
...Answeron Page 14.

o

bounJaries for commissioner
districts, there had been specu-
lation in some quarters that it
might be necessary to create
nine new commissioner districts
to provide that one commis-
sioner be elected from each
district. ) .

For practical purposes, the
present three commissioner dis-
tricts split the county intuv a
north district and a south dis-
trict, with a third, or central
district, embracing primarily
the City of Seattle. :

Curran prefaced his capsule
preview of the first charter
draft by pointing out that one of
the first concerns of the charter
drafters was to provide a way of
separating the county commis-
sioners’ dual functions of poli-
cy-making and of administra-
tion.

To male that separation pos-
sible, the charter is expected to
propose:

1. An elected county executive
who would be responsible for
county administration, and, op-
erating under him, by aproint-
ment, trained dzpartmental ad-
ministrators.

2. Expansion of the Board of
County Commissioners from
three to nine members, all still
elected on a partisan political
basis with three to represent
each present commissioner dis-
trict. The expanded board then
would function primarily as the
policy-making bedy.

3. The number of elected
county officials now serving
primarily as administrators
would be trimmad to two—the
county assessor and the prose-
cuting attorney. Curran ex-
plained that state statute re-
quires that the county prosecu-
tor be elected.

Curran told his fellow Rota-
rians that the freeholders had
made a special effort ‘'to solve
this county personnel situation.”

“We adopted a personnel

board with an appointed direc-

J
explained, ‘“‘and we set up 2
merit system whereby persons
can be procured on a system
other than the spoils system.”
The first draft of the
proposed new basic law for
the ecounty also contains
provisions which “enlarge
the right of the people to
challenge the law,” Curran
explained.

He said that in addition to
retaining citizen rights to recall,
the initiative and the referen-
dum, the freeholders have put
into the document a process
whereby “‘people actually can
submit an ordinance if they
can't get it adopted any other
way.”

Another change, he said, will
shift county elections to coincide
with municipal elections.

Paul R. Meyer, executive s o-
retary of the Board of Freehe1d-
ers, explained the background
of the charter and discussion
sessions in which the freenold-
ers have engaged for several
months. He also showed a short
motion picture depicting various
functions of county government
throughout Washington State.

Meyer said the freeholders

expect to have the new docu-
ment ready for submission to
voters at the November general
election. . =
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The Board of County Frechs
hire John Donaho & Asseciates, consultant, to critique tae
proposed county charter and make recommendations.

The consulting firm will be paid §1,745. Work will beg
imniediately.

Major provisions in the preliminary draft of the charter
include:

ELFCTFD OFFICIALS — Nine county commissioners
elecled by districts, chief executive and assessor_elected
countswide, all partisan. Vacancies filled by a majority of
comm ers or by special election if that route chosen by

COMINISSIONSTS,

ELECTIONS — Charter goes inta cifect May 1, 1339,
spectal primary elsction February 11, 1938, and special zen-
erul election March 10, 1939, for county officials. Elections
thereatter in odd-numbered years. Three present county
commussioners and assessor continue in ofiice until terms
expire. Present elected oificials whose offices are abolished
or made appointive will continue on county payrell at pres-
ary
UNTY EMPLOYES — Employes covered by person-
nel system locked into job if employed as of June 1, 1968, A

{hrec-member personnal board appointed by the executive

/ personnel director appointed by a county administrator and

USRI XL P

h
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Plan Is
By JERRY BERGSMAN
Anathr etfart 10 mare e county
audior swected instead of appointed
In a praposad couniy charter was re-
jected onerahielminaly testerdan .
The Board of County Fraeh i
voted 11t b aginst miaking
ditor an efected ofticial. Under tiw
propesed charter the auditor w.

utive branch of governmiat.

BUT THL freitnl
what amn

N 1 \\w'
101

I Eleciad-Auc

propnsed houndaries. His work
should be campleted early in July.

plete st
put it 1 final form by July 9, hold
public  he.

ber 4. That would place the preposes

1@ oSt
w e 1S
and confiviued by the commissioners must be appointed by
June 1, 1959, and rules recommended by the personael board
must be approved by commissioners by January 1, 1970.

Charter gives employe right to appeal firing, promotion,
suspension or other applications of rules to the personnel
board. Exempt from coverage are elected oificials, em-
playes of county commissioners, app nted officers and aides
of exccutive and adminiztrative branch and officers, person-
al scoretaries to clected and appointed officials, court and
hespital personnel. Charter would continue the sheriff’s civil
se=vice system in force at least two years. Thereafter, com-
missioners are allowed but aot required to place system
under county personnel board.

COMMISSIONERS — Confined to policy making and
contirming department heads appointed by chief cxecutive.
Appoints auditor and cierk to board.

EXECUTIVE BRANCH — Includes executive adminis-
trator and asscssor, Executive supervises administrative
and exccutive departments, prepares dudget, appoints ad-
munistrator and has veto over legislation. Commissioners
may override veto by vote of six comnissioners.

Administrator appoints, with confirmation of executive,
heads of budget, personnel, data-procassing, building and

purchasing departments. Executive,”with confirmation of
v P

DRI ZY I - T YR AN o 3
AT gue
mrrvwf.‘ bG fl%%b .\\L,
commissioners, appoints direclors of public works, utilties
and transportation; public safety; public health and wel-

fare; records and elections; finance; public services and
planning and zoning, and court clerk.

recrealic

PAY — Initially, comniissioners and assessor will re-
ceive $18.000 and chief executive $27,000 a yeor, Later com-
mussioners set salary.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST — Bans officers and em-
ployes trom financial interest in services or property in
wiuch county has interest, or [rom accepting gifts, rebates
or special services from firms dealing with county. Requires
comnussioners to adopt ordinance establishing civil and cri-
minal penalties against employe and firms who violate pro-
hibitions. ‘

POLITICAL ACTIVITY — In effect bans “flower funds”
and thuse covered by personnel system from political activi-
ty involving county elacted officials.

DISCIMINATION — Bans discrimination based on age,
sox, rdce, national origin or religion in employment prac-
tices. Eans contracting with firms that discriminate.

REFERENDUM, INITIATIVE, RECALL—Provides for

referendum and initiative by petition bearing signatures of
registered voters amounting to 10 per cent of the number

e

—
Assessor )
Speaks to

hen
mel ) R

After a months tour
county, the Snohomish

FREEHOLDERS hope to con,
- ai a dralt Tuesday nizlr,

n2s in mid-July and
| propasal by Septen--

opt the

srter on the November § general
ction ballar.

ty Board of Frecknlders
home to the courtidize o.wcasm
$ for their regular meeting.
Carrol] L, Barlow, the coun-
ty assessor, was the speaker
on the aganda for the evenirg
For over two hours he dis-
cussed the operation of the
assessor's office. He started
with the field deputies and

‘\\\

@ﬁmhwa | Freeholders

of the
Coun.

I approvid, the draft calls for » their appraisa) problems and

._3.: primary election of new of
15 February 11, 1949, and a genor- A
election March 11 ° Wark done by the office

’ asked by the board of
(See Page 33 Inr other detuls.) holders.

went on through to the final

staff.

193, Th When he had fip;
rter would zoomto effect May L. gwered m:mﬂa:ﬂ_m%omrmﬁﬂwh

free-

When Barlow was through.

man, asked if anyone of

Dick Welch, committee chair- 7

ne

: . visitors had any comrments

L they wisted to mate. Ge
. frey Duvyer of .:rw.:r%_N
. 8aid that he wished to make
. 8 report on 150 people

s.m had polfed in the ¢
ville arsa. He said ¢

favor of
All board ¢
to the pal

that
arvs-

s ._Wa.. » ..ﬂwl; ra
rul\\ _cﬁp\ v

voting in the preceding gubernatorial
to 40,000 signatures now. Provides fo
cials. .

APPLEALS BOARD — Establist
peals board appointed by the executiv
ners, o hear zoning va
use permits tor land and against tax
boards of adjustment and equalizatic
appeals of orders of the executive of

d by the cor ner

Teq

OMBUDSMAN — Provides for ap
ty commissioners of a citizen-service
ries and complaints and gives the 1
make and publicize recommendations

COMMISSIONER BOUNDARIES
lishment by appointment of the chi
member committee to review in 197
thereafter the boundaries of county «
1ts membership cannot be more than {
party. County commissioners either
proposed boundary changes, but ca
executive would not have the veto pc

(See Page 1 for other frecholder
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7 Ask The Frezholders
!/

On June 25, volers of Everett
"o will be asked to cast their bal-
lots on the charier proposal de-
veloped by the Everett Board of
Frecholders.
The proposal calls for estab-
lishment of a strong mayor-
«council government as opposed

to the existing commission
form. A simple ‘“‘ves” or “no"”
vote is required and a simple
majority will decide the issue.
In an effort to assist voters in
making a decision, the following
questions and answers have
been prepared. Persons wishing

answers to questions not includ-
ed in this list may address them
to “Ask the Freeholders” in
care of The Herald and an effort
will be made to publish a suit-
able answer.

Among questions prepared by
the members of the freeholder

-|board to cover basic provisions
iin the new charter are the fol-

L lowing>-

office. AR

{ Q. What is the basle differcnce

between the proposed city char-
ter and the present cbarter?

A. The proposed charter will
divide the administrative and
legislative functions of city gov-
ernment between the mayor and
the city council as compared
with the present system where
the commissioners function in

both administrative and legisla-,

tive areas.

Q. Is this division of adminis-
trative and legislative function
really needed?

A. This division of power will
parallel the division on the fed-
eral and state level. On these

Jevels, we have seen the impor-|

tance of having the legislative
body review the policies of the
administrative agency and ei-
ther approving, modifying and
+ejecting them,

Q. What are the elected posi-).
Hons under the proposed char-|

ter?

ministering city affairs?

A. The freeholders felt that|

any person charged with full re-
sponsibility of administering a
city the size of Everett should
be given the authority to get the

.job done. The “tools to do the
job.” Anything less could result

in excuses and alibies by a may-
or for not getting a job done.

|Under the proposed charter, the
‘mayor can and should be held:
_responsible by the voters for thé’

tvpe of job he accomptishes in

N

A. The proposed city charter),
yrovides for election of a mayorj-
who will be charged with the job|
»f administering city affairs onf,
2 full time basis and election of}-
seven part-time city council|.
members who will deal with leg-)!
islative matters only. The coun-{,
2il will meet at least once aj.
week (including one night meet-|'
ing a month) or more if needed. :

Q. Why bas the mayor been|,
given so much freedom in ad-|.

1311
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Freeholders

Get Tough

King County Freeholder i

= Lount: € ers last nizh{ vot-
ttec} to p\Tt language into the proposed ccx?nt-
c%ugigjnégk which would stop the pay of
county. missioners if they failed to re-

This would mean that the pay of the

. commissioners would be held up each time

they failed to comply wi )
1) o comply with the charter -
vision requiring that the nine prglpé)sreod

(Page 4, Column 1)

—

&

e et
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"Holders

R page

Get Tough
On Remap -

{From Page 1)
commissioner districts be,

redistricted every five:
years. L

DON McDONALD, Bothell
building contractor and a
frecholder, said he liked
that motion which was sub- .

 itted by Norman Ackley,

petter than one previously -
offered. It would have pro--
vided that no county ordi-
nances could be passed by
commissioners until they
had complied with the five-
year redistricting require-
ment.,

- That proposal, “McDonald :

gaid, “would mean county
government would grind to
a halt; it would mean an-
archy.” - .

McDonald pointe d out
that already tihe pay of
judges of the courts can be
held up if they do not de-
cide cases, though this pro-
vision is almost never used.

Ackley said the pay-stop-
ping provision should be

. highly “effective in insuring

redistricting, as, officials,

. Jike everyone else have to

meet house payments and

" pay their bills.

ACKLEY had hims elt
suggested that the judges of
the Superior Court appoint
a master of redistricting
and that the master’s redis-
tricting proposal b2 submit-
ted to the judges for ap:
proval. This proposal will
be researched by the free-
holders’ staif.

On another matter, collec-
tive bargaining with county
employes, o freeholders fa-
vored making it mandatory
upon the comniissioners;
all favored making it per-
missive. L i

el
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Of Charter

BY DON CARTER

King County’s Board of
Freeholders yesterday took
the wraps off the first draft
of a proposed county char-
ter.

Hashing over major
points of the 33-page docu-
ment, members of the 15-
man board indicated there
would be many revisions
before the charter is pre-
sented to county voters in
November,

THE PROPOSED charter
— as it stands now —
would:

— Have the county gov-
erned by a nine-member
legislative body, each mem-
ber representing a separate
district.

— Create an elected “ex-
ecutive” position parallel to
that of the city’s mavor.

~— Give the executive au-
thority to appoint an ad-
ministrative assistant. The
measure is a compromise
between the mayor-council
and city manager types of
government.

— Provide machinery for
periodic redistricting of the
county.

= Eliminate the now-
elective offices of auditor,
clerk, treasurer and coro-
ner. Assessors, prosedutors
and superior court judges

would remain on the ballet.

MOST OF the Frecholders
appeared to agree on the
basic structure of county
government detailed in the
first charter draft. All nod-
ded assent when one mem-
ber described it as “a more
responsive government.”

But the specifics ‘may
‘change considerably during
the next few months. Free-
holders have scheduled a
haif-dozen meetings before
September. Next meeting
will be at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday
in Room 420, Xing Countv
Courthouse.

. Members differ on hov
many commissioners thg

legislative body should in-
clude. Jim O’Connor said
thenine-member body
would be “too large — my
constitutents have com-
plained about it.” He sug-
gested five or seven mem-
bers.

Countered Robert Block:

“It should be on a parity
with Seattle city govern-
ment—the city has nine
councilmen; we should have
nine commissioners.”

BLOCK SAID the Free-
holders should make the
charter “work toward a
melding with city govern.
ment.” Having a nine-man
commission would “acceler-
ate dialogue” between the
two, he concluded. .

No matter how it turns
out in final form, the char-
ter proposal will doubtless

contain some concrete rules

for redistricting.

Block calls it “mandatory
machinery.”

Freeholders appeared ea-
ger to avoid the redistrict-
ing throes which have bog-
gled many state and county
governments since the Su-
preme Court's “one man-
one vote” decision.

THE GROUP hasn't de-
cided if it will provide new
district lines in the Novem-
ber charter proposal. Mrs.
Lois North suggested the
charter vote should be free
from “that emotional, pelit-
ical hot potato.”

Presently, the charter
draft provides that bounda-
ries of commissioner dis-
tricts be reviewed in 1971,
and at least every five
years thereafter. Redistrict-
ing would be dome by a

committee of five commis-
sioners appointed by the !

chief executive,

But Freeholders hinted ‘

yesterday they might
change the commitiee’s
composition. They debated
having a committee of five
—two appointed by each of
the major political parties’
central committees, with
the fifth appointed by the
chief executive,

ROBERT EBERLE fa-
vored the idea as “the best
way of making redistricting
bi-nartican withaut wadtioa
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~alulan oz io il . debate - no* the beer) from the Center on the
_\“. County consaervitive B epubhcans scored Irv Clark O\V on XING-TV.
2 rout at their county convention a week ago of ' * ok ok * x *x

tire liberz! 2rmies of Gov. Dan Evans and state . .
Eriefiy Notes

GOP Chairman C. Montzomery Johnson. . wd .

Svans’ contro! ¢f the Republican State Com- Locr_l Dc...os are busting taeir buttons over
mitice, which in furn sets t..g round ruies for what could turn out to be successful efforts to
the state convention June 212 2 appears to be - snag Vice Presicent Hubert Humohrey for their
shaky at this time. And a 77 d.vision ona the county convention June 1. .. Frecholders to the

tate executive board could throw control Post. .. Robert Eberle, who will ¢hzlienge Cong.
niion to the conservative wing of the rock Adams; Lois North, Seattle housewite who
10w includes P.erce }\mg, Snohomish - nhas announced for the Legislature; and possibly

¢ counties. The matLer 1s of signifi- Robert Block who is considering a spot on the
muchinterms of Evans being elected county’s new legislative body if the charter pass-
is on whether he will head the es... nlt:.o’.:‘gn many veteran political forecasiars
iamiand/orbe afavorite son. regard Geovernor Tvans as pretty well sure of a

had been expeciced to be a color- . second term, it’s still no fun to have your man
2am1, the GOP nztional mcet is turned down at your own county converntion:

to be ore of the decade’s big strug- That happened to the liberal-minded governor at

s, mam’ GOP leaders here want to re- -the Thurston county convention right-in the

H 1 untl it's 2 little closer to August 5. Gover nors backyard . . . Stzie Demo Chairman
At ihis point, many seem to regara Reagan as a Rebert Zrll also got a turn down last weekend at
stand-by candidate if Nixon falters, but don't Ocean SHOFGS when he tried to get approval for a
Lelieve he will oificially put hy‘nse“' into the $30,0C0 computer installation at headquarters. ..
race. Never:iheless, there is much undercover The party still is beset with financial problems...
support for California’s governor here that many Sar-:.v nlace: a move by former Demo State Chair-

" believe would be of significant conseguence if man Herb Legg got no place when he tried for a
trhere’s g ceadlock between Nixon and Rocke- delegate reallocation to the national Democratic
feller. Convention that would be more favorable to Me-
* % % % % % s Cf'arthy ... seems as if even'the McCarthy peoole

e didn’'t want 1t after all! New Demo comer ts hca
;.‘Cu:".i.‘j Nasruinrg? : your eye ox: Ala*x ilunro, son of South stmct

L“m—_;_q ed by what happened in Indiana, Commissioner Ed 2Iunro, who survived a McCariin®
AeCariny forces here siill are odtimistic their majority to win the chairmanships of both the

1 4...\..¢ha to stay in the race. Several persoas county and state platform committees drafting
n-ou :.. u.:: 3IeCarth y organization here report, . the party’s state platform at Alderbrook Inn..
..o -er, they're not quite able to put down ru- Munro is a Hun‘phrey supporter... Acco.c.:ng to !
m t e llinnesota senator may not go the dis- - Commissioner John S'sehm:n, activities of the
tarce mouu.ug deficits, kids back in school, and, freeholders, leaving the. future of incumbent
some he a proo ems foreinz himto cancel some county officials clouded at the least, is keeping

major sp nes zre fue! “.g the rumors. They're . candidates and money out of the race. Spellman
a.bO co..,v.nec their ef;o ts here and his else- says he doesn’t blame potential aspirants if they

where may aave leaked too soon. \reﬁnwhize; ’ decide against running twice! ... Therejection by
VWeashingion supporters have manaz ) the Democratic Siate Committee last week atl
$2,500 0 Wiscorsin, $1,600 to Nebraska {watch Ocean Shores of Initiative 224 is causing soma
wrat Lznpens :here Tuesday) and $1,500 from not-so-slow burns on the part of both parties
Bellingaam 1o Indizrna. Also newsworths v A pilot courty officials. The measure, sponsorad by the
program ofz2d college students who are in Ore- Washington Association of County Commission-
gor iais weekend beating the drum for McCarthy ers :5 transfer 2 mills of the state property taxy
iz advance of the primary . . . and a Kennedy- to tze county and approved by members of both
MeCamtay d eoabe atthe Seattle Center. The latter - parties, would pour $4,000,000 into King County

il ©e & beer bust and transmitted live (he ‘alone.
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John L. Fournier, Publisher
Dear Mr. Fournier:
. lappreciated receiving a copy
of your May 26, 1968, editorial
with respect to the preliminary
decision by the Board of Free-
holders to recommend a nine-
member legislative body de-
. - Signed to operate on a full-time
basis. ) _

No one of the Frecholders has
the authority to speak for the
group, but I believe that my
personal beliefs on this matter
are representative of those of
the majority of the board. We
share completely your concern
for the efficient administration
of King County government on
as economic a basis as is
consistent with responsiveness
to the people. I think that many
of us hoped as we began our
investigation of county govern-
ments that perhaps a part-time
legislative body would be suffi-
cient, and that the salaries
necessary in order to attract
competent people into full-time
positions of government could
be saved. However, I became
convinced after listening to
members of legisiative bodies
which were full-time and part- .
time that the part-time body
could not perform functions ade-

" quately for a county of the size
and nature of King County. One
of the first things which appears
to happen to counties with part-
time legislative bodies is the
development of overwhelming
power in the hands of the
administrative officer, whether
he is elected or appointed.
Strong opinions have been
. voiced to us, principally from
‘the ‘suburban parts of King
“.County, to the effect that the
+» People wished to have an elected
representative with a suffi-
ciently small constituency that
‘he could be considered ~Their

. Tepresentative." .
I believe that if the legislators
are part-time, the representa-
tion which they can give their

':Freeho';'ldqerSays County
Aides Will Neeod Pay

constituents is severely limited.
Assuming that the county execu-
tive is to be elected (which 1°
also believe to be necessary and
desirabla for King County), his
authority and effective powerin :
King County government would .
be close to total. In brief, what I |
am attempting to state as my ¢
belief is that, for the system of t
checks and balances to work, 1
the components of the system ¢
must be of sufficiently compara-
ble stature that one is not ¢
dominated by the other.

As the scope and importance §
of county government grows, I i
hope that the members of the ¢
legislative body will utilize well g
the opportunity they will have to ti
become well informed and effec. t}
tive members of the county ¢
government. We have, as you
point out, an outstanding Port ¢
Commission We should be ex- r
tremely grateful that men as r
fine as the current members of }
that commission are willing to :
donate their time. H

James N. O'Connor s
1313 Washington Bldg., 1
Seattle, Wash. :

. N >

Freeh
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" Pro May Help Devise
New County Charter

) By Our County News Bureau

King County Freeholders may seek the advice of
experts in the final stages of drafting the new county
charter.

Under discussion is the employment of John H.
Donaho, _Baltimore consultant, to assist in the final
deliberations before they OK the charter for the ballot
next fall. Donaho, who bas acted as midwife to 20 of 37
charters that have gone to the voters in the United States
in the past 15, years, maintains an office in Olympia
where he has been a frequent consultant employed on
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“Pro May Help Devise
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New County Charier
17 ) ’

a2 7 Z;y Our County News Bureau

King County Freeholders may seek the advice of

experts in the final stages of drafting the new county

charter. .

Under discussion is the employment of John H.
Donaho, Baltimore consultant, to assist in the final
deliberations before they OK the charter for the ballot
next fall. Donaho, who has acted as midwife to 20 of 37
charters that have gone to the voters in the United States
in the past 15, years, maintains an office in Olympia

where he has been a frequent consultant employed on _

state governmental matters.
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A five-point program to
get up county government
in the proposed new charter
was announced Tuesday

. by the Puget Sound Leagues

of Women Voters.

The "1,000-member group
called on Freeholders to
provide:

—Legislation to achieve
integration of services.

! —A performance budget

-
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of the county, with added
information to- make it
more understandable,

—A countyemployes
merit system. ’

—That some elective posi-
tions be made appointive
and settling uncontested po-
_sitions in the primary vote.

—A home rule charter
frea of statutory law, an en-
larged commission and
_strong county executive.

A LEAGUE guest made
the news yesterday, also.
Mrs. Odette Guitard, as-

sistant professor at the Uni-
versity of Aixen-Provence
in France, here to speak at
Saturday’s League of Wom-
en Voters International Af-
fairs Institute, said she was
“surprised” by the student
rioting in her native coun-
fry. -

‘French embassy.

state governmental matters.

fter Charter Proposals

“The rioting took every-
one by surprise — including
the students,” she said.

THE COMMUNIST stu-
dent group was a stabiliz-
ing influence, she added,
and termed the issues at
stake in the rioting “ab-
surd.”

Mrs. Guitard will take
over a post in August as the
cultural attache at the
French embassy in Ghana.

She is the first woman to
hold such a position in a

/
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By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE ments, ang Judicia} mus_.a_.m:maon. allowed o Serve out thejp Present termg of office,
Our County News Bureay The charter draft alge Propses retention of the N Incumbeny county COMmissioners will serye as full
King County Frecholders ot their first look yestep. Rewly ereatog post of county administragr who : Members of the legislative body; others (with the
day at the E,m:SEmQ draft of the county's pew charter. would hegqg up alf stafs Services, Includeq would he €Xception of the assessor whe will retain his bresent
They have been Wworking op it for six Months, 1he an office of budgets and accounts, Personnel, da, . Powers) wip act ag ex-officip staff Mmembers of their
document will be ready for distributiop to interested Processing, v::&:nm and Property, ang Purchasing, o respective %E:Smam. :
bersons or 8roups after Smn:mmqm% A new Ea_.mio:‘:m Committee would be Created, the
If this f i i

draft SUrvives withoyt Major changes, jt charter draft Proposes, tq decide the question of Discussion Yesterday centered aroyng the creation of
. . ! | >

County wij elect new 8overnment officials Wmaéma\ 11, before or af, ler the charter js approved. E:mﬂozac\ also . be carveg out before o after the charter £ains approyg)
1969, followeq by a Special generg) election Mareh 3;’ would functign under a pew Dersonne] System complete - There jg sentiment among some of the :.mazoama to'
King County wifj then Inaugurate its first pew Bovern-  wyp 4 personnel board, director, and merijt System retain_the present three Commissionep districts gg they:
ment since 1853 On next May ;. EoEE:.:m political activity g all county employes are bresenily aligned, with three Commissioneys thus to,
Before that, voters will get thejr Say on the proposed €xcept for state and federg) Political offjceg, be electeq fromeach of the three rather than one from
dacument In four pyplie heatins scheduled Samcs% Provisiong for a&magncs, initiative and recaj] €ach of nipe districts a5 the First charter draf; calls for,
for July 9, 17, 23 ang 3, Payl Meyer, executive Secretary Procedurcs ape likewise Spelled oyt jp the new charter Emm:o_ae.m also considere( Yeslerday the Question
for the Board of m,ncmzoama. announced, draft which :E:amm‘ also, 3 citizeng’ Service bureay —. a . of shifting the aPpointment of the county clerk away from
The first wi) be held in the King County Courthouse concept Properly referred o as an ombudsman,. to : the Superior Court ag jg called for jp the first draft and
at 7:30 p.m, The other thy. e will likewisa be évening Provide reqrogg of citizeng rights agains; executive : Placing it jp, the hands of the county €xecutive, .
:mm:.amm at three Suburban county loeationg, decisiong, : 3,%:2%3 will continue thejp %:vﬁm:.o:m on the
Th S

€ charter draft eallg for a board of E.am. county Present county officials, jp the first draft, willbe .:.nmn draft .Emmamw.

to three a5 al present. Also discusseg was the nmm_.BE:Q
of reducting the Proposed nine Commissionersg {o seven or
Possibly fjye.

The County’s othep presently elected officials wij]
all pe appaintive with the exeeption of the assessor,
who wijj continue to pe elecied, By state law, the
Prosecuting atlorney jg required o pe an electeg
county officiy},

The chartep draft also Proposes thag 4 new elective
ificer pe added o function as the county's chjof
Xecutive gt 5 salary 13 lilnes that of the legislators.

A4 . N . . '
Vices and Fecri g EESSm and Zoning, assess- . .

11-
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The following is another in a
series of questions and answers
prepared by former freeholders
aimed at informing Everett vot-
ers about the provisions of the
charter proposal submitted by
the Board of Freeholders for
election on June 25.

Q. Shonld we expect a higher
caliber of candidate to run for
offices as they are created un-
der the new charter?

A. The authority vested in the
mayor to really accomplish ef-
fective government and thus es.
tablish a record of accom-
plishment could and should
‘bring into public office really
capable men, This is coupled
‘Twith the need for only one full
time elected official versus
three under the present system
where each commissioner is
‘|really judged by the action of
the other two rather than by his
‘town record of accomplishment.

The council, being part-time,
means that capable candidates
from all walks of life and from
any part of the city can partici-
pate in the future of the eity,
They need not give up their pre.
sent occupation to do so. Salary
for the mayor is $20,000 a year
and $3,600 a year for the council
members.

Q How will the mayor and

council be elected and for what

period of time?
« A. The terms of office for all
.candidates will be for four years
with all officials elected at large
and not by districts. The counci
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candidates will run by num-
bered positions, but the positions
will not represent any specific
area of the city.

If the charter is accepted in
June, then at the general elec-
tion in November four council
candidates will be elected for
three year terms and the mayor
and three council members for
five-year terms—for this elec-
tion only, This sets up the stag-

gered term of office for the|

council members insuring that
at each subsequent election,
there would be continuity of
elected officials. Under the exis-
ting charter, all three commis-
sioners come up for election at
the same time. Thus, at one
election, all experienced com-
missioners could be turned out
of office at one time.
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Q. Do the citizens, if they ac-
cept the proposed charter, re-
tain basic protections that exist
under the present charter?

A. The provision of *‘recall” of
elected officials as well as the
initiative and referendum re-
main basically the same as con-
tained in the present charter.

Q. Why is it important to re-
vamp the city charter at this
particular time?

A. Following the direction of
the voters of the city, which ap-
proved the freeholder proposal
by a margin of better than 8 to
1, the freeholders determined
that the present needs of the
city, plus the pressing demands
of the fuiure required formation
of an effective municipal gov-
ernment geared to cope with

thgse demands.

L

By Our County News Bureuu

The Board of King County
Freeholders Saturday  an-
nounced it had retained two
consultants to assist in decisions
still to be made on the county's
proposed new charter.

The first draft of the docu-
ment will be available for public
scrutiny Friday.

Pending a final decision on
commissioner districts, the
board retained Raj Joshi at a
salary not to exceed -$1,000 to
draft proposed commissioner
district boundary lines on the

. basis of nine commissioner dis-

tricts, and alternate proposals
for a fewer number.

_The board also announced the
hiring of John A. Donaho &
Assocjates, Baltimore consult-
ing firm, at a fee not to exceed
$1,745. to work with the board
durin; the next month. Donaho
Is expected to arrive in Seattle
next week to begin work, ac-
cording to-Paul Meyer, execu-
tive secretary of the board.

Meyer also said a decision
would be announced soon on the
date of three public hearings to
be held in suburban locations to
obtain public reaction to the
charter’s first draft. One of the
hearings will be at a Valley
location. ,
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fréahalaar Offers 'Oi her

Side’ in Coimi'y- ay Issue
-O5

Mr. John Fournier, Publisher
Dear Mr. Fournier:
Editorials are the Spice of Life

I read with care your editorial entitled “A King
County Sugar-Plum Tree?” at the time it was publishec
in the reﬂular issue of your paper, May 26, 1968. Like
wise, I reread it upon your forwarding it to me for my
consideration.

I would like to submit to you some information thai
I feel might be of value and might give you cause to re
consider the judgment that was represented by the
editorial. I think you must realize, John, that we did talk
to many, many people across the Umted States in the

- field of county government and the decision which has

tentatively been made to adequately pay the legislative
council of the county government was not made w1thou1

some justification.

In this regard, I suggest to you the City of Seattle
pays its councilmen in a comparable position $15,00(
annually and expects them to devote full time. hmc

. County, with a population of 1,200,000, is larger in popu

lation than 15 of our states. ’\Iany of our states are now
paying rather substantlal salaries to legislators, as

. follows:

New Jersey, $15,000: Massachusetts, $16,800; Pennsyl:
vania, $24,000; New York, $24,000; Mtchxgan 523000

Multnomah County, Oregon pays its five commis-
sioners $18,000 annually and they are full-time legis-
lators.

As to the executive salary which has been tentatwely
set at $27,000, consider these comparisons:

County Population Salary .
Westchester County, New York 900,000 $40,950
Duvall County, Florida - 455, 1000 $30,000
San Francisco County, California 740,000 $38,365
Davidson County, Tennessee 463, 1000 $25,000

Yousuggest that the legislators of I\mv County should
be non-salaried, in effect, because the Port Commission
is non-partisan non-salaried. Obviously the Port Commis-
sion performs a very limited function in comparison to a
county or city. Secondly, the Port Commissioners are
only on a part-time basis, all holding substantial jobs
otherwise. It was the feelma of the Freeholders that it
was most desirable to have the legislators of King County
operating and available to perform their publiec function
at all times and impose upon the legislative body certain
functions which are now being handled by other non-
salaried commissions. If we were to accept part-time
‘egislators, obviously the salary could be reduced. How-
sver, we believe good government warrants full-time
attentlon

Please give some consideration to the findings of the

Freeholders based on the tremendous hours that were
put in by them trying to determine what is the direction
in county government elsewhere across these United
States. A vast body of material has been assembled by the
Freeholders on which to base a new charter. This materi-
al is available in their office in the King County Court-
house and has been carefully considered by them.
Prejudgment of a single tentative decision of this

group without the benefit at least of the first draft of the
charter may not give full opportunity to full, fair and
complete analysis of the end product.

James P. Curran,

King County Freeholder,
\ ' i Kent, Wash.
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By Our County News Bureau

The Board of King County
Freeholders Saturday an-
‘nounced it had retained two
consultants to assist in decisions
still to be made on the county’s
proposed new charter. -

The first draft of the docu-
ment will be available for public
scrutiny Friday.

Pending a final decision on
commissioner districts, the
board retained Raj Joshi at a
salary not to exceed $1,000 to
draft proposed commissioner
district boundary lines on the

f‘ .

. basis of nine commissioner dis-

tricts, and alternate proposals

- for a fewer number.

The board also announced the
hiring of John A. Donaho &
Associates, Baltimore consult-
ing firm, at a fee not to exceed
$1,745. to work with the board
durin; the next month. Donaho
is expucted to arrive in Seattle
next week to begin work, ac-
cording to-Paul Meyer, execu-
tive secretary of the board.

Meyer also said a decision
would be announced soon on the

. date of three public hearings to

be held in suburban locations to
obtain public reaction to the
charter’'s first draft. One of the
hearings will be at a Valley
Iocation.
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(EDITOR'S NOTE:/Follom'ng is
the third in a series on King County
Freeholders_ and their efforts to
draw up a satisfactory county
charter to be presented to the
voters for their approvel. The
writer, Mrs. Amyes, is official
observer for the League of Women
Voters of Seattle at the
Frecholders’ sessions.)

BY MRS. EVELYN AMYES

The Board of Freeholders has
held more than 30 public meetings
or public hearings to date, in order
to gather information on what
might be included in the charter,
and then to come to preliminary
decisions.* These tentative
agreements wiil enable the staff to
assemble a first draft of the
document.

This will make it possible to see
each section in relation to the
whole, as discussions leading to the
next draft are held.

Many of the hearings were
devoted to the officers of the
present county departments and
divisions. The visiting official was
given an opportunity to present a
short statement in which he would
outline for the Freeholders the
work for which his department was
responsible, how it was organized,
the size of its yearly budget, the
number of its employees, and what
changes, if any, he would like to see
in the structure of government
relating to his department,

Following the report, or
sometimes interrupting it, any
Freeholder present was allowed to
ask any question he thought
pertinent. to help clarify this facet
of governmental organization.

All of the elected officials of the
county except the judges and the
prosecutor appeared before the
Freeholders. Those officials were
© T Evereft, Wash.

Herald
(Cir. D. 32,585)
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Est. 1888
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exempt because their positions
cannot be changed or made
appointive by the charter.
However, two deputies of the
prosecutor did appear. Others who
appeared before the board were a
budget director for the
commissioners, two former budget
directors. the property agent. the

" purchasing agent. the manager of
King County Airport, the manager

of Seattle-Tacoma Airport.

Freeholders also heard the
county engineer. the director of the
sanitation
planning director, the
superintendent of the Park
Department, the superintendent of
schools, representatives of some of
the many special districts, the
director of public health, and
others.

For one meeting, all of the
Frecholders went to Portland to
talk with the Multnomah County
Commissioners and others active in
county government there. Until the
adoption, less than two years ago,
of its home rule charter,
Multnomah County’s structure, like
King County's, was little changed
from the pattern set in the old
Oregon territorial days.

.By going to Portland., the
Freeholders as a group were able to
talk directly with the people who
had been most involved with the
writing, adoption, and subsequent
administration of a home rule
charter in a neighboring state very
similar to our own.

This trip was one of the two
instances when the unpaid
Freeholders have charged any
personal expenses to the county.

The total expenses, including travel"
fifteen’

and meals, for all }
Freeholders for that trip was I
than $200. 75

department, the -

Evereff, Wash.
. Herald
(Cir, D, 32,585)
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Snohomish County freeholders
last night voted tentatively to in-
crease the size of the board of
county commissioners.

Under, the preliminary plan,
-the initial increase would be to
five members with provisions to
‘enlarge the body with population
growth up to a maximum of
nine.
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in the Freeholders on the work
of his office. .

~The discussion of the legisla
tive body will continue at the
next meeting of the freéholders
next Wednesday at 7:30. The
sessions, held at the Agriculture
building, are open to the public.

a

, Prevailing opinion was that|

the present three-member board
is too small to provide adequate
representation for a county of
nearly a quarter million people,
The freeholders also felt the
work load of the county legisla-
tive body would grow rapidly
during the next few decades,
There was also informal
agreement at last night's meet-
ing that the new county charter
should provide the county with
the broadest powers possible

consistent with the state consti-

tution. :
The freeholders met Wednes-

;day night with representatives
:of thg Snohomish - Island Coun-.
.ty Fire Commissioners Associa- |

ition. Ed Garner, executive sec-
jretary of the State Association,
‘told the board that there prob-
ably should be some reduction
through consolidation in the
‘number of fire districts in the
.county, but he expressed strong
.0pposition to the concept of a
ssingle county fire district.

N
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The following is another in a[ticipation in municipal affairs to;now have this same authority

series af misctianz and ancwerciincyre thnt roealifipd candidatas

"vath recard tn most department

Fire marshal Bill Fenter filled
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_ The following s another in aticipation in municipal aftairs toynow have this same authority
designed to inf o> e ETSwOrS i that nealified candidafestvah reeard to mast depariment
ers bon' i 0 in ('7'1_1}1 Everelt voi-|are elected. The voter decides!neads. = : i
ke C.}f’lr‘)tl:‘mbmm of the frejthe fate of any form of govern-{ Tie exceptions include the
voted on j&n;rzsproposal to be{ment. cily attorney, whose appoint-
Q. Does his new chart Q. Has the mayor heen given ment is made by the mayor and
sure the voters of off 'ﬂ}‘ cr_in'- more or less authority under the jconfirmed by {he council, and
ernmeni? effective gov- plxp{);_c_;l} chnrteg?t et the newly created position of
: . o e ] . With regard to selection of{chicf administrative assistant,
isAo:nfzriTg;? “g:{d’ No! There|department heads, the mayor|whose appointment or dismissz}l
‘charter or constigtutfc:-r?nt];:tt'c:; gg:leg?zi - "”ttg two }important also must receive council ap-
s ceptions — the right to ap- proval. -
ggfvr: ’gg;; t:S’S'a 'ﬁ‘e chta;ter canjpoint or remove department| With regard to financial mat-
government, It | trima ;‘21‘ good|heads, subject to Civil Service;ters, the mayor has been given

. voter to {ake s the task of the provisions covering specific in-|less control in that the council
: e a responsibile par-|dividuals. The commissioncrs|will approve or reject the budg-

S e e - .« .let presented by the mayor. At iq <
present the comrnicsioners es- 3
tablish their budget and then

pass on it. .

Q. Why was it necessary 4o es-
fablish the post of adminis-
- trative assistant to the mayor?

A. With complexities of mod-
ern municipal government, par-
ticularly in an area where the
economy and population are
booming, it would be impossible
for one man — the mayor — fo
keep close touch on all details of
the city’s operation. Because of
this, the freeholders included a . A
provision in the charter to per- ’ co, T
mit the mayor and council to ap-
point such an individual, one
trained in municipal govern-
ment, to assist the mayor.

Q. Why did the freeholders
gettle on a full-time appointed : .
city attorney rather than having -
him elected?

: A. Again, the complexities of
modern municipal government
-requires that the city have full
time access to competent legal
aid. His appointment is made by
the mayor and confirmed by the
council, The salary will be nego-
tiated. Making the position ap-
_pointive helps_to insure that the
. city will have'a competent legal

aid and not an individual who

won a popularity race. '

Q. What qualifications have i
been established for various de- : ;
partment heads? o
) A. With the exception of the
city attorney, who must be aj . .
member of the association, 4o
and the city engineer, who must . .
be a registered engineer, no spe-
cific qualifications have been
placed on any department head.
. ) It is assumed that the mayor, - ; .
= ) | seeking to establish an effective’ . .

T e team to administer municipal s
affairs, will pick qualified indi- .
viduals to head various depart- g N
ments. For example, the man o -

~ who heads the water depart- .

. ment need not necessarily bej

_an engineer so long as he is a RS

‘good administrator who can ef-
fectively direct other qualified >
_ : ) persons in his department. S '
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By JERRY BERGSMAN

Who polices the police is a
question the County Board of
" Freeholders will study be-
fore completing a charter, it
was decided last night.

‘. _Under the proposed char-
- ter, the sheriff and coroner
" both would report to the di-

rector of public safety. But

. Don McDonald, Freeholder,

. contended this would put the

-public-safety department in
*the position of investigating
itself if a death involved a

- deputy sheriff.
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The freeholders staff was
asked to determine if the
prosecutor or some other de-
partment would call an in-
quest under those circum-
stances.

FREEHOLDERS are
trying to wind up their delib-
erations on the preliminary
charter draft within a week.
But they remain unsettled on
two other questions. On ein-
volves the creation of auto-
matic machinery to redraw
county commissioner elec-
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tion boundaries every five
years. The other involves
signature requirements for
placing a referendum on the
ballot.

The staff was asked to

draft alternative redistrict- .

ing provisions for considera-
tion. One would allow the
county commissioners to re-
draw boundazries, giving the
job to a special commission
if they failed. The other
would assign the work di-
rectly to a special commis-.
sion. el
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By JERRY BERGSMAN

Proposed requirements to
pluce referendum and initia-
tive measures on the ballot
were reduced last night by
the County Board of Free-
holders, but some freehold-
ers believe the board did not
go far enough

The board is in the final
stages of putting together a
preliminary draft of a coun-
ty charter. It plans to com-
plete the work tomorrow

FRELHOLDERS: re-

" mained undecided on hox to

o3 . —_ -

appoint a committee to re-
district county-commissioner
districts automatically, but
did agree to put teeth into
the redistricting requlre-
ment.

The staff is to make re-
commendations on how to
establish a committee. The
proposed charter tentatively
calls for the chief executive
to appoint one every five
years.

A number of freeholders

may assume or delegate the
authority to be bargaining}
agent. . ot

!
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Approved

King County Freeholders
last night voted that the
building inspection fun c-
tion be removed from the
Department of Planning in
the proposed county charter
and established in a sep-
arate Department of the
Building.

It was pointed out that
the volume of building per-
mits now issued by the
county is so great that a

separate department is

night. believe an ad hoc commitfee needed.
R')P"rt Eberle and IDO“ of prominent persons or a ¢
McDonald led the b’;‘e‘;ﬁi!_‘; special master should be ap- THE FREEHOLDERS
ment for recferenc‘gums ang Pointed to reduce political also approved a proposal
initiatives b consnderatmns-‘ that the language of the
) . Freeholders did agree that charter be amended to sub-
- . thuse responsible for finally stitute County Assessor for
an{:é;: to L}]:}},E];‘(‘EeHg}eDéif adopting new bo'undaries the Department of Assess-
for obtaining signatures so = Shodld have their pay sus- - ments. Under the charter,
the requiren?er‘ltcis lessened. Pended it the did not do so the assessor will be elected
The number of signatures within 30 days after new by the voters.
required will be 10 per cent boundaries were presented. ’ . They also voted, six to
of the number of votes cast four, to exempt “up to four
for a county executive in  1HEY ALSO agreed the chief deputy assessors”
county elections instead of 10 charter should specify that from the personnel system
per cent of tha number cast districts be contiguous and . -or classified services set
for governor. compact but defeated a pro- up by the charter. Instead
The governor’s race drew Pposal to require that popula- 4 they will be subject to gen-
400.000 votes in 1964. Al ftion in districts not vary g “eral law provisions govern- |
though it canniot be predicted more than 5 per cent from * ing assessment personnel
how many votes will be cast the norm. Instead, the char- practices
for the new position of coun- ter will stute that the DOpUla- ’
tv executive, fresholders es- tions must be approximately _The freeholders set the
timated it would be about equal. first public hearing on the
200.000. " Freeholders agreed that charter for July 7. Before
- Leaving the siguature re- the charter will allow, but- that they will meet with
quirement at 10 per cent not require, collective bar- John Do nah o, Baltimore
would mean signatures of gaining with county em- consultant, who will put the
20.000 registered voters ploves. i charter in final shape for |,
- would have to be obtained to  There is some question on the November ballot. Py
place a referendum or initia- what state law requires in . s
tive on the ballot. this area. .
Eberle urged the roquire- The charter will sa; that
, ment be 2 or 3 per cent. the county commissioners ;
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By Ted F. Berry

For 20 years Washington coun-
ties have -been granted the same
right of home rule as cities al-
ready enjoy, yet none of the 39
counties in the state has taken ad-
vantage of it. Today King, Sno-
homish and Clark Counties are
considering it.

King County .tried to set up a
new charter in the 2-year period
ending in 1852, when voters re-
jected it at the polls.

Authority for such a charter is
provided in the 2Ist amendment to
the state constitution, promoted by
the State Grange and adopted in
1948.

It calls for county-wide election
of 15 to 25 freeholders or regis-
tered voters, with 5-year residence
in the county, to draft a charter
for a new form of county govern-
ment to replace the present com-
bination of three commissioners
and other elected officials.

KING COUNTY is well into the
charter-drafting process and a
board of 15 freeholders will pre-
sent the document for adoption by

‘the voters in November. Snoho-

mish County elected its freehold-
ers in February and Clark County
reportedly is consxdermc similar
action.

The main outlines of the pro-
posed charter have been described
to Grange News by Paul R. Mey-
er, executive secretary to the
board of freeholders. He is a for-
mer executive assistant to the
State Association of County Com-
missioners. The association has
taken no position on home rule as
yet but is waiting to see how the
King and Snohomish County pro-
posals work out, Mr. Meyer said.

Tentatively the King County
charter would create a checks-
and-balances form of government
with legislative functions in the
hands of a seven-member board of
commissioners, each representing
a separate district and elected on
a partisan ballot.

Administrative functions would
be vested in an executive officer
elected at large. He would have
veto power over measures ap-
proved by the legislative body but
they in turn could override with
a two-thirds majority vote.

SOME OFFICIALS now elected,
such as sheriff and auditor, would
become appointive by the legisla-
tors. The assessor would remain
elective.

Mr. Meyer answered criticism

of an appointive auditor by saying

-that the county auditor is not a

policy making officer but a *‘book-
keeper” whose functions include

record keeping, issuance of licens-
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es and deeds, supervision of elec-
tions and writing of warrants. The
real auditing of a county’s busi-
ness is done by the state Auditor’s
office, he said. )

What are the advantages, if any,
of a hLome rule county govern-
ment?

Mainly efficiency, Meyer said.
‘““We now have nine elected chiefs
in the county including three coun-
ty commissioners. All are inde-
pendent of each other. It is very
difficult to plan county business
and budget, purchasing or person-
nel programs.
charter they would have the same
county personnel program for all
departments, under civil service.

There would be a director of per-

sonnel to assist the board in set-
ting standards of employment,
qualifications, tenure and employ-
ee rights.”

ANOTHER advantage would be
to give the county many decision-
making powers which now rest
with the Legislature only, Meyer
said. In one instance a county had
to lobby a bill through the Legis-
lature in order to obtain authority
for naming a county park, he ex-
plained. “The charter would free
state legislators from a host of
little details relating to counties,”
he said. “‘At the 1967 session, for
example, there were about 600
bills directly or indirectly relating
to counties. At least 300 probably
could have been eliminated if all
counties were under home rule.” -

All elective county officers can
be made appoiitive under a home
rule charter except the prosecut-
ing attorney, superintendent of
schools and jud-es, Meyer said.
Most other county officers don’t
set policy but merely perform
mangement functions, he said.

There is an ‘‘emotional fear that
taxes will be doubled” if assessors
are appointed, Meyer said, adding
that this is groundless because the
actual tax depends on the millage
rate which is set by administra-
tors, not assessors.

WHAT ABOUT rural represen-

TR

Under the new.

tation in the legislative body un-
der the Supreme Court’s one-man-
one-vote rule?

In metropslitan counties it might
be necessary to make a pie-shaped
districting with adjoining city and
rural or suburban areas within the
same districts, Meyer said. In
such cases the city voters would
make the decisions. It might work
out, on the other hand, that the
apportionment would create en-
tirely separate city and rural dis-
tricts, or the present three county
commissioner districts mi~ht be
retained.

Meyer said 40 counties have
thus far adopted home rule chart-
ers in the United States. The
movement is away from present
over-complex governmental forms,
he said. '

“There must be a clearer sep-
aration of legislative and execu-
tive powers than we now have,”
he declared.

12;
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EHIND the smokescreen of a . ing innocent persons involved in

proposed “reform” of "this grand-jury investigations. It is
state’s grand-jury system lies the worth noting that a new state law

"danger “of weakening what the now provides that witnesses may
late Senator Kefauver once called have their altorneys accompany
“a weapon which is closer to the them into closed grand-jury hear-
people than any other instrument ings.
of justice.”

A special commitice of the NOTHER needed change is to
State Judicial Council is urging establish more clearly the
that grand juries be empaneled in authority for grand juries to issue
ecery county at least once a year. reports commenting upon the
All well and goed. That recom- manner in which officeholders
mendation has substantial meril are discharging their trust.
as a mecns of proriding moers After a King County grand
effective assistunce to law enforce- jury stepped on somae scusifire
ment in curbing crime, ptzrucn- politicnl toes in an investigation
larly that of the © ‘organized™ va- tico yenrs ago, there derveloped in

. riely. - Olympia @ move to cripple the

’ But in its unext breath, the graml-]ury system by limiting iis
committee misfires badly. It also reporting poirers, For lunalr/y.

- recemmends that grand-jury re- jurysgagzing bill was defeated.
sponsibilities be confined to the * But the Judicial Council’s spe-
criminal fmld. As Dean Leo J. -cial committee now would go
O’Brien of the. Gonzaga Law even further, depriving the public
School, committee chairman, and altogether of its right to have
his colleagues see it, the jury’s grand juries scrutinize the ad-
-watchdog function to explore non- ministration of local-government
criminal matters should be left to affairs, unless criminal violations
others—the state auditor, or some were involved.

kind of ombudsman’s office. -
’ EVERAL years ago, New York

ISTORICALLY, grand - jury State grand juries similarly
investigations here have ful- were stripped of many of their
filled two vital tasks — not only wers., The result was so dis-
gathering -evidence in situations  astrous that public indignation
suggesting criminal violations, resulted in a restoration of the -
but criticizing public officials system under which juries may
whose conduct, while not war- make presentments against of- -
ranting criminal indictments, ficeholders mthnut mdxcfmc them .
amounts' to laxity, dereliction or for crimes. .
nef?lect The necessary uuprotenmnlt.
“The existing system is in nead in this stote’s grand.j jury system
of overhaul. That is w hy the Judi- can be achicved witheut repeating
cial Council undertook its study New York’s mistake..an error that
at the behest of the Legislature. would be commuiitted if the Judi-
One improvement would be to es- cial Council committee’s advice
tablish further safeguards against should be heeded in the next Leg-

unwarranted innuendos involv- H[ulure.
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Coumy Defends Arbiiration

H i : )y .'E’ﬁ
ln lent Dispuie With

B)v JERRY BERGSMAN

The Superior Court was
asked today to order The
Boeing Co. to praceed with
arbivration  in  its  dispute
with the county over rental
charged for property in
leases at Boeing Field.

James E. Kennedy, chiel
civil deputy prosecutor,
asked the court to dismiss
Boeing’s challenge to the
county’s request for arbitra-
tion. A hearing was expected
to be set for 2:30 p. m. Fri-
day before Judge Lloyd
Shorett.

Since last July, the county
and Boeing have been nego-
tiating on rental payments
for 5.4 million square feet of
space at the airport. The
county originally requested
£843,712-a-yvear rental. Boe-
ing now pays §136.704.

BOEING CONTENDS the
court should prevent arbitra-
tion because the county
failed to give it a written re-
quest for renegotiation of the
lease.

Kennedy said that a writ-

ten request was made more

than 30 days before the rene-
gotiation period began July

1, 1867,

He also said the relief re-
quested by Boeing would be
in violation of the State Con-
stitution and laws, that the
company is in breach of the
lease, and that Boeing is
asking to pay in rent less
than 1t would pay in proper-
ty taxes.

Kennedy also said Boeing
breached the lease by engag-
ing in business as an oil
company without obtaining a
license or permit from the
airport manager. failed to
make reports of fuel activity
to the airport manager, and
sublet parts of the leased
property without knowledge
of the county.

THE COUNTY has a suit
pending against the Texaco
Co. and the Inland Transpor-
tation Co. to recover §792,000

!

in charges on aviation fuel
delivered to Boeing at the
airport.

Kennedy contended the
county is bound by law to
take into account the fair
market value of property
when readjusting the rental
under the 75-year lease. He
said Boeing proposes to pay
1.6375 cents for each square
foot of ground, including im-
provements.

“By coutrast,” Kennedy
declared, “the taxes for the
bare ground alone. as shown
by the assessor's records
and the affidavit of the chief
deputy assessor . . . would
be 2.28G9 cents per square
foot, or approximately half

Boein

again as much as petitioner
proposes to pay in rent.”

KENNEDY SAID that
much of the area is covered
with concrete and that taxes
on a paved area would be
about 4.1 cents a square
foot.

Kennedy said the county
has learned that Boeing sub-
let parts of the leased prop-
erty to Western Hotels In-
dustries Services, Inc., with-
out permission. He said that
through discovery proce-
dures in its suit on the fuel
charges, the county learned
that Boeing-has engaged in
the oil-company business at
Boeing Field since 1939.

Boeing Aide Louds
Ropid Road Building

Despite  highway-building
progress. “growth continues
with no letup in sight,” John
0. Yeasting, senior vice
president of The Boeing Co.,
said here today.

“More work must bhe
done,” Yeasting said. “Our
attention must be directed to
traffic needs across Lake
Washington Planning
must be underway for the
Puget Sound area.”

Yeasing spoke at a lunch-
eon at the Hyatt House
marking opening of the Fos-
ter interchange, a one-mile
conpnection between the
Freeway and the Duwamish
River interchange of High-
way 99.

Linda Andrews, Seafair
queen, officially opened the
$3-million link by snipping a
ribbon near the Interstate 5
end of the connection abouvt
11:15 a. m. teday.

Besides Yeasting, others
attending the brief ceremony
included Charles G. Prahl,
state director of highways:
Thomas M. Forsythe, Tukwi-

la city councilman; Repre-

sentatives Avery Garrett and
Gary Grant of the 47th Dis-
trict, and John N. Rupp. a
member of the State High-
way Commission.

The opening of this inter-
change “‘will mean a signifi-
cant time savings for em-
ployes traveling both north
and south in this area,”
Yeasting said. It will be par-
ticularly important for
Boeing employes assigned to
the supersonic-transport pro-
gram at the Developmental
Center. he said.

Yeasting praised the State
Highway Department for
swift work in developing
highways to serve the new
Boeing-747 assembly plant at
Everett. The Casino Read
Freeway will link the plant
with Interstate 5 by year's
end, Yeasting said,

Yeasting also commended
highway officials for the
completion of the  inter-
change along Interstate 405
that speeds traffic move-
ment near the Boeing Ren-
ton plants. :
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: Following is
the fourth in a series om King
County Freeholders and their
efforts to draw up a satisfactory
county charter to be presented to
the voters for their approval. The
writer, Mrs. Amyes, Is official
obscrver for the League of Women
Voters of Seattle at the
Frecholders’ sessions.)

By MRS. EVELYN AMYES

The limited budget of the

Freeholders has not allowed them

to visit officials in other counties,

nor to bring many experts to Seattle
for consultation. So far, a total of
less than $200 has been spent by the

Freeholders to reimburse

consultants for their expenses in

traveling to Seattle, and no
consultant 1, . ~harged a fee.
However, duricg the six months
the Freeholders have been
meeting, other organizations have
held conferences and have brought
county officials (paticonmally
recognized as outstanding) to the

Northwest as- speakers or

participants. 1he Freeholders have

taken advartage of their presence,
- meeting with them to exchange
(Lviews on what can or should be

{one in county modernization,

Ar Mr. Hillenbrand, director of the
' ‘ational Association of County
_Officials, and Mr. Allen, chairman
of the Toronts Me ropolitan
Council, attended the Paatfic
Lutheran University Conference on
County Government. They met
with the Freeholders while at that
conference. On another day, many
Freeholders attended the all-day
seminar on county government
held at the University of
Washington.

The Nadonal Conferrnc of
County Officers held recer.ly at the
Olympic Hotel, brought to Seattle
Mr. Michaelian, executive -of
Westchester County, New York;
Mr. Gleason, executive of
Multnomah County, Oregon, and
Mr. McDonald, member of the
President’s Board of
Intergovernmental Relations.
These men met with a combined

1 3\ group of both King and Snohomish

1e i Series
On E—L EEHOLDERS

County Frecholders, giving theit
dynamic opinions of what county
government is and should be.

Attending the same National
Conference were four officials of i\
Washingten County, Oregon. They
had been instrumental in the
framing and later administratioa of
the recently adopted charter for
tha county. They related their
exp riences in ancther hr\holder
mee ing.

When Mr. Duroho, management
consultant from Faltimore, was in
Seattle to give a lecture, he
addressed the Freeholders. Mr/
Donoho made a comprehensive
survey of King County government
for the Commissioners ten years
ago.

The freeholders have listened,
2150, to the wishes of the citizens of
King County. They have held four
public hearings. These differ fron
public meetings in that the pub ic
may LISTEN at a2 meeting, but may .
TALK at a hearing.

To insure -the best possible
attendance by making the hearings
convenient for the public, they have
been held in four different places in
the county. One was in Seattle, one
in Bellevue, one in Kent, and one
in Shoreline. The meetings w-re
publicized in the -papers. but
written notices were also mailed to
the more than 250 organizations .
and individuals who had e‘(yres.»ed . T -
interest in being heard. T i : N

These included, among others,
civic service organizations, political
parties, legislators, governmental
organizations within the  county,’
labor unions, and community clubs. :

Though each hearing had an:
announced subject, no person’
attending who wished to speak on:
another pertinent topic was:
refused.

The topic for the first hearing”
was the legislative function, for the =
second was the chief executive: -
function. The personnel system wa
the topic for another hearing. The = = .
establishment of functional g™ """ "
departments, and the question of
appointing versus election of ©
department heads was the fopic of

e o

rMS;EvPU{E!ﬁC Heor ngy

OnChaorierSetJuly 17

By Our County News Bureau

The public will have its first chance to speak out on
the new county charter July 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the King
County Courthouse.

Paul Meyer, executive secretary of the King County
Freeholders, said Friday the first draft of the charter has
been completed and will be in printed form ready for the
first of three public hearings.

Two other hearings in suburban lotations have been
scheduled for July 23 and 31, but meeting places have not
been selected, he said. One of these healmffs will give
Valley residents an opportunity to tell freeholder:. what

- they like and what they don't like about thelr history-
making effort.

If the charter is approved November 5, King County
will have its first all new form of government in its
history next 1 May 1.

Printed copies of the first draft of the charter are
available to interested persons and organizations, Meyers
said. They mayv be obtained in Room 905 in the
Courthouse.

-

TrTaTeG  iraviiIia.

2 first mayor-counc
A on in Everett's histol
following overwhelming a
proval of the freehold:
charter proposal Tuesday.
The vote was 3,802 in f
vor and 409 against.
Five minutes after tt
polls closed on thzs speck:

Both engines of the aireraft

faltered shortly after it took off

from the airport at nearby Ful-

lerton, according to Samuel
Stewart, 32, 2 mechanic at the
airport.

Stewart said the plane touch-
ed ground, and one engine seem-
ed to regain power. The craft
climbed to about 500 feet. Stew-
art said the pilot then tried to
turn toward the side of the dead
engine, apparently intending to
enter the airport traffic pattern
for a landing. )

“The ship stalled, rolled over
on its back and spun right into
the ground,” Stewart said. -

Witnesses reported the falling

mlnma wac hasdsd taward tha




By Our County News Burean
The public will have its first chance to speak out on .
the new county charter July 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the King
County Courthouse. . :
Paul Meyer, executive secretary of the King County
Freeholders, suid Friday the first draft of the charter has :
been completed and will be in printed form ready for the
first of three public hearings, .
Two other hearings in suburban lotations have been i :
scheduled for July 23 and 31, but inceting places have not .
been sclected, he said. One of these hearings will give :
Valley residents an opportunity to tell frecholders what
. - they like and what they don't like about their history-
. making effort. ! ' .
If the charter is approved November 5, King County ' )
will have its first all new form of government in its
history next May 1. .
Printed copies of the first draft of the charter are
available to interested persons and organizations, Meyers ' :
said. They may be obtained in Room 905 in the ' ' - :
Courthouse. .
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(See additional Election News election to decide whether a

for next year’s operations

time Everett _.mmimsr an-

posed by C. Arvid Johnson, their intention to seek the pressed by Tuesday's light

on Page 4A) strong mayor-council gov-  freeholder member and for-  new mayor's post, but both . .qounced after the polls precinct ran heavily in favor since the final budget must  vote. They indicated that the
Politicians old and new ernment would Aake over mer mayor and commission- have been mentioned in nu- a_.Omma that he would file in of the charter proposal. In be approved in October — ° poor turnout perhaps
began scrambling this from the commission’ form er. Johnson announced his merous circles as possible ' no precinct was there more two months afier the new showed that most city resi-

morning to organize forces
for the first mayor-council
election in Everett’s history
following overwhelming ap-
proval of the freeholder
charter proposal Tuesday.

The vote was 3,802 in fa-
vor and 409 against.

Five minutes after the  who will seck the new strong  August Mardesich. Neither =~ mew seven-man part-limi 29 for the city’s primary overnment until Dec. 5 Unofficial vote f(otals In  eti: 112,
polis closed on the special ~ mayor’s role. He will be op-  have made statements as to  council. Tom Callahan, lon 1 clection on Sept. 17. Prima- g ’ Tuesday’s special election Against  Aunexation to
. i ry survivors will square off  When the new mayor and  yere as follows: Everett: 626,

in December, candidates be-
gan announcing their inten-
tion to scek office in Sep-
tember and November,
Candidates for mayor an-
nouncing early included A.
¥. Alexander, present safety
commissioner and mayor

intention to scek the office
before returns had been re-
ceived fromn more than five
precinets.

Also apparently in the
race are Dr. William Lucas,
chairman of the board of
frecholders, and State Sen.

candidates, School board
member Robert  Anderson
also has been mentioned as
a possible candidate.

At least one other membes
of the freeholder hoard ha:
indicated that he will seek
eleclion as a member of EM

September for Position No. 1
on the new city council.

At least five other mem-
bers of the frecholder board
have privately indicated
that they would seek council
positions, .

Filing opens Monday, July

on Tuesday, Nov. 5.

While voting in Tuesday's
election was comparatively
light, it followed the trend
established in the original
frecholder  election  when
volers created the hoard by
a vole of betier than eight to
one,

than 30 voles in opposition to
the measure which called
for complete overhaul of the
city government ‘established
in 1912,

Everett's city commis-
sioners will operate city

council will be sworn into of-
fice. Section 17 of the new
charter provides for interim
governmental operation be-
tween now and the date the
new governmeni takes ef-
fect.

The existing commission-
ers will establish the budget

mayor and council take of-
fice.
Everett city commission-

,ers were nol overly im-

dents favored no change.
Snohomish County Auditor

(Contnnued on Page 114, Col. 2)

Tuesddy Vote Toials

For the charter proposal:
3,802.

Against the charier pro-
_posal: 409,

For closing Spada Lake:
3,799,

Against closing Spada
Lake: 426,

Yor Anncxation to Ever-

For Assumption of indebt-
edness: 45,

Against Assumption of In-

debtedness: 385,
For Sewer Revenue Bonds
-in Olympus Terrace Scwer
District: 52,
Agzainst the revenue bond
-proposal: 26,
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| o Imihatives

Uncertain

By HERB RODBINSON
Associate Editor, The Times

©f the eight state-wide iInitiative proposals filed
in Olympia earlier this year, only one stands a better-
than-even chance of reaching the ballot next Novem-
ber 5, it appeared today.

The deadline for filing initiative petitions is mid-
night next Friday. State election officials say spon-
sors of all cight measures have experienced consider-
able difficulty in obtaining the 100,022 valid signatures
of registered voters required to certify each proposi-
tion to the ballot.

Prospects appear reasonably good for Initiative
-242, which asks the voters to enact an ‘“‘implied con-
sent” law. It would provide that a motorist shall be
deemed to have consented in advance to an alcohol-
breath test if he should be arrested on suspicion of
driving while intoxicated.

Sponsored principally by the Washington State
Medical Association, Initiative 242 was in ‘“‘trouble”
for lack of signatures only two weeks ago. But the
praponents have closed the gap and now have ob-
tained more than 99,000 names on petitions, It is
considered likely that they will bring in perhaps
115,000 signatures before the filing deadline,

(Initiative sponsors generally collect more than
the prescribed number of signatures as a cushion
against those that are thrown out because the signers
were not legally registered voters.)

The fate of the other measures is much more un-
certain. One signature drive that is lagging is that
in behalf of labor-backed Initiative 245, which would
fix a 12 per cent limit on interest rates charged on
all credit purchases.

Two initiatives that appeared earlier to be likely -

entries on the fall ballot, because they enjoyed well-
organized sponsorship, now are regarded as having
only precarious chances of survival.

They are Initiative 241, which proposes the call-
ing of a state-wide convention to draft a new State
Constitution, and Initiative 244, The latter would
shift from the state to the counties the authority to
levy two mills of property taxes within the 40-mill
limit. . .

While some sort of political miracle conceivably
could rescue Initiatives 241, 244 and 245, four addi-
tional propositions must be considered moribund.

Two of them—-Nos. 238 and ' 240—sought to abolish
zoning regulations; No. 243 would have established
new restrictions in the writing of life-insurarce poli-
cies, and No. 239 was aimed at setting up mandatory
civil-service systems for county employes throughout
the state. .

The fate of the county civil-service measure
was sealed when the Board of King County Free-
holders indicated that a county emipioyes’ merit
system would be included in a charter now being
dra‘f\;gc}ll §t{)r voter ratification. :

. ith King County’s needs being given recogniti

in the proposed charter, county ergngloyes hgrgn\gg;
little dlspoged to work on the state-wide initiative
Without active support in King County, there was nof

much hope of sustaining the initiative
counties. & 1ative in the 38 other

COMMENT: i i
e s ool SE e TS o
the ballot. uref reach
the itog:rghité ;t {\EIZV\?: rr:]bue?ber of issues will confront
stat_:naigdlg)ounnt? gil’feiit:g’g ‘%?;g;g::g: fggteissd e‘x"z}i
c_:l_ecxde the fate of seven constitutior?al amendmente.
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"+ The Board of County Free-
" holders will redraft sections
10%¢

Cmem ool

J

“: ’G ey otk ﬁ*‘é “Yoldale
DIFeRTNeNING

“of a proposed county charter’

‘dealing with planning, budg-
£t and personnel.
* The proposed new sections

Mwill be considered Monday *

‘night. In the meantime, John
iA. Donaho, a consuitant, will
work with the staff during
_the weekend to come up with
“the changes.

: Donaho, who was hired to
‘review the proposed draft,
_Psuggested at a meeting yes-
-terday that those sections be
strengthened. He said those
‘sections in the proposed
:charter do “‘not yet deal with
‘either the traditional or
‘emerging concepts of gov-
ernmental administration to
an adequate degree.”

‘- HE SUGGESTED grouping
of budget and planning . to
bring together both long-
‘range physical and fiscal
‘planning and the cost-benefit
analysis~of long-range pro-
‘grams.

He said the budget section
“should include requirements
-for a budget message by the
~county executive, prescribe
ithe form of the budget,
“amending procedures and
‘public hearings, require bal-
anced budget and limitations
on adding appropriations,
borrowing and executing
payments without an appro-
_priation resolution.
¢ He said the personnel
board’s rule-proposing au-
thority should be limited to
personncl matters of a non-
financial character and du-

“ties should be largely to hear

]

-

'ﬂ {"*ﬁ sy rads o
or Charie;

appeals. Donaho urged t!
prohibition against politic
activity of county employ
be broadened.

The charter now bans
litical activity only in cc
nection with a county elect.
officer.

DONAHO CUNTENDL
setting the pay of the coun
executive in relation to t
county commissioners ¢
cause problems. The chart
requires that the executi
be paid 50 per cent mo
than each commissione
The county executive's p:
should be in relation to t
pay of his staff, Dona
said. oo

Donaho proposed that
zoning appealshoard be el
powered to hear appe:
against denials of licenses
permits; that a zoning
hearing officer be consider
as a way of handling zoni:
change requests; that duti
of an auditor appointed |
the commissioners be speli
out, and that power be gjv
commissioners to make i
quiries or statements of pu
lic policy.

In all, he said, the chart
substantially aiters the pr
sent structure of gover
ment and provides for tt
separation cf powers b
tween the executive ar
legislative bodies, he said

When the final draft
completed, public hearin,
will be held on the propos:
charter. The plan calls
submitting it to a vote in ¢
November 5 general ele

tion.
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BY DON CARTER

A top national consultant
yesterday teld King County
Freeholders their basic
ideas for a new county
charter were fine, but some
rough edges could use a lit-
tle polishing.

So the freeholders sched-
ulcd another session for
7:30 p.m. Monday
covrthouse to hash over the
relinements.

Freeholders will pay John
D onaho, Baltimore, Md.,
management consultant, $1,-
745 for the charter criti-
cism. Donaho has done sim-
ilar jobs across the country,
including a 1938 survey of
King County government.’

Donaho told the freehold-
. ers he thought the charter's
- basic form of goverrment
would work.

ESSENTIALLY, the char-
ter would eliminate King
" County's present three-com-
missioner governing body.
The troika would be re-
placed by a checks-and-
balances scheme of a
nine - commissioner legis-
laiive branch and achief
coynty executive.
Freeholders vesterday
voixd to consider Donaho's
rccommended overhaul of
the charter's budget and fi-

in the
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nance, personpel and plan-
ning provisions.

Donaho called for budget-
ing procedures which would
give county government a
more responsive system” of
spending money. His elev-
en-poinl accounting plan
would give the county a bet-
ter financial rating, he not-
ed.

The consultant asked free-
holders .to provide a person-

. nel system which would al-

low more definite determi-
nation of pay and classifi-
cations. It should also pro-
vide definite channels for
employe complaints.

FREEHOLDERS carried
Donaho’s personnel sugges-
tions a step ahead and indi-
cated they would seek a
plan to insure quality per-
formance of counly em-
ploves. Member Simoa Wal-
pold said:

“We must work toward a
merit pay system, where
more weight would be
placed on department exec-
utives' observations, and
less on standardized written
tests.”

Donaho's ideas on county
planning functions left the
planning department in lim-
bo. Monday. freeholders
probably vlll decide on
whether they want zoning

f"@

..or the status quo.

Eua

variation appeals heard by
commissioners or an inde-
pendent zoning eommission.

O THER revisions pro-
posed by the Maryland con-
sultant:

—Limit the number of
employe positions given ex-
emption from personnel
procedures. “You've got to
control political patronage
— the county image would
suffer if the public came
into an office and saw a ci-
gar-smoking ‘Little Army’
of politicians.”

—Make the “Ombuds-
man” responsible to the
legislative br a n ¢ h rather
than the chief executive.
“The Ombudsman's job
would be to hear the citi-
zen's complaints about the
executive's work.”

—Keep the charter flexl-
ble, by not detailing exact
salaries, amount of experi-
ence required foir potential
executives, and other res-
trictive specifics.

The freeholders’ mnew
charter will be subjected to
public criticism at a hear-
ing to be scheduled in July.

Final public test will be
at the polls in November,

when voters are to decide.

whether they want the new
brand of county government

RV
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"TeRNOICelrs X May Run

Alone

If the proposed King
~County charter is adopted
as it now stands, the prose-
cuting attorney would be
the cnly partisan county of-
ficer running for election in
even-numbered, 0 ff-year
general elections.

This is because the free-

_holders intend to switch :
county elections to the odd-
numbered years, the same
as city elections, it was re- .
ported yesterday. '

HOWEVER. the charfer :
draft does not even mention |
the prosecuitor because the
State Constitution provides '
that a home-rule charter
“shall not affect the elec-’
tion of the prosecuting at-
torney” and certain other
non-parti 'n posts, such as
t| the judiciary. '

Some freeholders believe
the election year for the
prosecutor may be changed '
to agree with that of other
county officials without vio- ' §
lating the constitution. They
ara seeking legal advice. !

For Firsi Drai
Of New Charier

The public wul ha\e 1ts first
chance to speak out on the new:
county charter July 17 at 430‘
p. m. in the King County Court‘
house. ;

Paul Meyer, executive secretary
of the King County Freeholders,
said that the first draft of the
charter has been completed and
will be in printed form ready for
the first of three public hearings.

Two other hearings in suburban
locations have been scheduled for
July 23 and 31, but meeting places
have not been selected. These
hearings will give residents an
opportunity to tell freeholders
what they like and what the}
don’t like about their effort.

iIf the charter is approved No
vember 5, King county will have
its first all new form of govern
ment in its history next May 1.

Printed copies of the first draf
of the charter are available to ir
terested persons and organizations
Meyers said. They may be obtaine
in Rm. 905 in the courthouse.
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The County Board of
Frecholders™ may wolsiler
what eifect a proposed
county charter will have on
the Prosecutor’s Olfice al-
though the office was not
even mentioned iu the char-
ter draft.

The problem arose when
it was learned the prosscu-
tor would be the only parti-
san county officer running
for election in even-num-
bered ofi-year general clec-
tioifs. This happened wher
the frecholders transferred
county elections to the odd-
numbered years, the same
as city elections.

BUT THE SWITCH affect-
ed only those positions
specified in the proposed
charter, -

County officers, including
the prosecutor, mow seck
election in even-numbered
years. But the State Coasti-
tution provides that a home-
rule charter “shall not af-
fect the election of the pros-
ecuting attorney, the county

supnn“_eﬁent of schools, :
the judges of the Superior '
Court and the justices of the |
peace or the jurisdiction of .

the courts.”

For that reason, the Pros- :

ecutor’s  Office was not
touched or even rcferved to
in the propesed charter.

Several freeholders be- .
lieve, however, that the

election year for the pros-

ecutor may be changed .

along with other county offi-

cials without violating the .}
State Constitution. They :
,may ask their attorney, g

! John Strasburger, to look
T into that

" IN MAKING the election-
{ date change, the freeholders
. aimed to focus attention on
county officers and county
issues. They felt this could
be accomplished better by
having county cfficers seek
electicn when they ars in

competition only with other §

iocal-election campaigns.

|
|
L

Some county ofticials now
seek election at the samo .
tin.e as the President and

state officials,

Should the proposed char- |

- ter be left unchanged, the
only partisan officials run- |
ning in even-numbered oif- |

year electicns would be con-

: gressional end stuate-legis.

lative candicates and the

+ prosccutor. Three Supreme °

Court justices, justices of
the peace and the superin-

tendent of schools, all non- -
- partiszn positions, also are

on the ballot. .
Supatior Court judges run
the sam: vear as the Presi-

'

dent and state officials.

Kinz County freeholders
palished up draflt versions
of their new ecounty charter
Jast nimit under the advice
of national constltant John
Donalin of Raltimare,

Sectians on personne
were revised lo keep rascal-
ity down in couniy govern-
raent by limiting the num-
her of jobs not wnder the
coun!y version of civil serv-

“ice and by making sure civ-

il service folk don't take
part in county politics.

SECTIONS ON financial

e s e m e

D*n”r—‘rhnn wers Znne puers
hodv wonld ke

g0 ey
wha w dnin7
wham with the county
lars.

The frecholders and Don-
aho wanied to make sure
the haudgets meihns reflect-
ed financial reality while
alsn being more  flexirle
than present procedures.

Frecholders still are solit
on just how the counts’s,
planning office shnuld func-
tion hut evervone scemed fn¥
agree it would function
plenty when it gets going.
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Budget Proccdure

Chenge To Be Asked
Numerous c!.:mgé An {budget
procedure for King County are

expected to be proposed Slonday

* by the Board of County

Freeholders; among ther spelled-
oul F&qiiirements for a balanced
budget, public hearings,‘ma}ung
copies of the budget avax‘laple to
the public, giving commissioners
the power to subpoena witnesses at
public hearings, and letting the

chief executive veto porﬁoy&/;
appropriation ordinances. ‘
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By JERRY BERGSMAN

A new and more detailed

budget procedure for King
“County was approved tenta-
tively last night by the
Board of County Freehold-
ers.” T e

- The budget section in the
proposed county charter was
drafted on the recommenda-
tion of John Donaho, a con-
sultant. But several changes
: are expected to be proposed
Monday.

The new section spells out
requirements for a balanced
budget, a budget message by
the chief executive, public
hearings, a contingency
fund, making copies of the
proposed budget available to
the public at cost and a

budget form to include pro-
grams, projects and objects
of expense.

DONAHOQ SAID objects of

.expense are the same as line

items that detail amounts for

. individual salaries, opera-

tions and capital expendi-
ture.

-James Q’Connor, a free-
holder, said he will move at
the next meeting to allow the

- Board of County Commis-

. sioners to alter revenue esti-

; mates made by the chief ex-

. ecutive. This is banned in
the section now.

Freeholders also adopted

new charter sections for per- -

- sonnel and planning.

On a motion by Paul
Friedlander, a freeholder,
the board agreed to require
that personnel rules' include
a penalty for violation of a
ban on political activity by
civil-service employes of
county elected officials. The
section also prohibits ‘‘flow-
er funds.”

" Simon Wampold, a free-
holder, failed in attempts to
detail in the charter that de-
partment-head recommenda-
tions on hiring, firing and-
promotion be given as much
weight as written examina-
tions. The new section calls
for personnel rules to be
adopted by the county com-

_missioners while the earlier

n e 2
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sioners to ratification of- -

rules proposed by a person-

nel board. -

THE NEW SECTION also
increases membership on &
personnel board from three’
to five, four of them appoint--
ed by the chief executive
and the fifth by a vote of :
county employes covered un-
der the system. : :

The planning section
adopted is substantially the

. same as one approved ear-
lier. An attempt to give the
county administrator sole
power to appoint the plan-
ning director was defeated.
The section now says he will
make the appointment, with
ratification by the commis-
sioners. The freeholders
agreed to provide a section
to permit future merger of
the planning and budget of-
fices. . _

To be considered Monday
are proposals to give com-
missioners the power to
subpoena witnesses and do-
cuments at public hearings
and to allow the chiel execu-

tive to veto parts of appro-

priation ordinances. v/"‘d’
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@ Frezholders Nix Ban On
| All Politicel Activity

ByOurCountS'Ne\s'SBuréau Meyer, executive director of

King County

Frecholders Nix Ban'On

All Pelitical Activity

By Our County News Bureau
King County freeholders

frecholders the group, said yesterday. The Monday night turned down a

Monday night turned down a hearingisscheduled for July 17 Proposal made to them by John

ant they hired to assist in han-
dling last-minute details of the
new county charter, that county
employes be banned from all
political activity. 5
Instead, the draft limits
political activity on the part of
county employes only in con-
nection with county campaigns..

Donaho also suggested
strengthening provisions of the
proposed county charter deal- .
ing with county budgeting, and '
has recommended that the
personnel board's authority be

. limited to personnel matters of

-

anonfinancial nature — chiefly
to hearing appeals. )

" Other suggestions made by
the consultant included the

- proposal that a zoning-appeals

T m
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f
i

board be empowered to hear
appeals against denials of li-
censes or permits, otherwise
the functions of the present
Planning Department - a
fast-growing, important factor
in county government — should

"~ be incorporated into the char-

ter in approximately the same
fashion in which it operates

: DOw.

Freeholders will hold one
more polishing session before
the first public hearing, Pau!

- ~—

.proposal made to them by John at 7:30 p.m. at the Kin
A. Donaho, Baltimore consult- _Courthouse.
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g County

A. Donaho, Baltimore consult-
ant they hired to assist in han-
dling last-minute details of the
new county charter, that county
employes be banned from all
political activity.

Instead, the draft limits
political activity on the part of
county employes only in con-
nection with county campaigns.

Donaho also suggested
strengthening provisions of the
proposed.county charter deal-
ing with county budgeting, and
has recommended that the
personnel board's authority be
limited to personnel matters of
anonfinancial nature — chiefly
to hearing appeals.
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Other suggestions made by
the consultant included the
proposal that a zoning-appeals
board be empowered to hear
appeals against denials of li-
censes or permits, otherwise
the functions of the present
Planning Department - a
fast-growing, important factor
in county government — should
be incorporated into the char-
ter in approximately the same
fashion in which it operates
now.

Freeho_!gersﬁix BanOn - -

By Our County News Bureau

King County freeholders
Monday night turned down a
proposal made to them by John

" A~ Donaho, Baltimore consult-

ant they hired to assist in han-
dling last-minute details of the
new county charter, that county
employes be banned from all
political activity. :
-Instead, the draft limits
political activity on the part of
county employes only in con-
nection with county campaigns.
'Donaho  also suggested
strengthening provisions of the
proposed county charter deal-
ing with county budgeting, and
has recommended that the
personnel board's authority be
limited to personnel matters of
anonfinancial nature — chiefly
to hearing appeals.

A

Other suggestions made by
the consultant included the
proposal that a zoning-appeals
board be empowered to hear
appeals against denials of li-
censes or permits, otherwise
the functions of the present
Planning Department -~ a
fast-growing, important factor
in county government — should
be incorporated into the char-
ter in approximately the same
fashion in which it operates
now.

Freeholders will hold one
more polishing session before
the first public hearing, Paul
Meyer, executive director of
the group, said yesterday. The
hearingisscheduled for July 17
at 7:30 p.m. at the King County
Courthouse. N
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By JE}\RY BFRGS\IA\'

A county-charter provision
requiring candidates for
county offices to disclose
campaign expenses for both
primary and general elec-
tions will be considered by
the County Board of Free-
holders., — "

State law now requires
that candidates disclose only
expenditures  for  primary
elections.

At a mecting last night,
the bouard asked its staff to
prepare a disclosure provi-
sion for consideration. The
staff also was asked to study
the effect of a provision in
the draft charter to prevent
county officials from accept-
ing any gifts from any per-
son, firm or corporation hav-
ing dealings with the county.

THE QUESTION was
raised whether this section
would prevent campaign

. contributions.

Freeholders came close to
winding up the details of the
prehmmary _charter draft.
The aim is to haold public
hearings on it around the
county July 31, August 7 and
August 13. The freeholders
would complete their work
September 4 so the charter
could be submitted to a vote
of the people in November.

Plans call for completing
the preliminary draft July 17
in preparation for the public
hearings.

FREEHOLDERS last
night approved charter lan-

Disclosure

Fved

guage giving the Board of
County Commssioners the
power to subpoena witnesses
and documents. But after Si-
mon  Wampold, freeholder,
expressed fears that this
could result in assaults on
the reputations of innocent
persons, the board agreed to
limit the subpoena power to
situations involving ordi-
nances under consideration
and to require that witnesses
be allowed legal aid.

The same limitation was
added to language dealing
with investigations by an
ombudsman.

Attempts failed to reduce
the proposed board of com-
missioners from nine to sev-
en and the salary fromr
$18,000 a year to 86,000
Freeholders gave the com
missioners the right to make
revenue estimates for budge
purposes and gave the chie
executive the power to maks
partial vetoes of apprOpna
tion measures.

FREEHOLDERS will re
quire competitive bids o
public-works  projects - ex
ceeding $2,500.

County commissioners wi
be given the opportunity t
revise county - commissione
districts in 1971 and at five
vear intervals thereatte
Should they fail to do it b
the end of April of the redis
tricting years. then the chie
executive would appoint
five-member committee t
recommend a redistrictin

measire.
-~
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Simon Wampold, a Seattle
attorney charging that the
1266 King County grand jury
“assailed individuals’ rep-
utations left and right but
indicted no one,” Monday
night persuaded his fellow
county freeholdrs to restrict
the right of legislative sub-
poena under the proposed
county charter.

He also succeeded in limit-
ing the extent to which the
citizens’ service office—the

omsbudsman role — could-

force witnesses to testify.

HOWEVER, to win part of
his battle to prevent the
county commissioners from
unlimiting questioning of
witnesses under oath, he
had to accept a compromise
amendment limiting use of

the subpoena to witnesses’

testifying about a particular
piece of proposed legisla-
tion.

Wampold said after the
meeting he compromised be-
cause he felt he would have

seen his original proposal
defeated. prop

The freeholders did accept
the right of summoned wit-

nesses to be accompanied
by their attorneys. The
omshudman, who would
have the power to investi-
gate citizens’ complaints
against county officials and
call witnesses, had his pow-
er of subpoena restricted by -
a provision now in force in
the State of New York.

THIS REQUIRES that be-
fore any report of any in-
quiry is made public, three’
superior court judges must
first pass on its merits. This
would mitigate against
“star chamber proceed-
ings” which could blacken
a defendant’s reputation, he
said, although the testimony
well might be false.

Wampold heatedly told
his colleagues:

“The last grand jury eriti-
cized (a certain individual)
and damaged his profession-
al reputation, and he was as
honorable a gentleman as
ever lived. I say it is wrong
to give a legislature the
power to blacken the repu-
tation of an individual or an
organization with no right of
the defendant to answer ¢
have a day in court.” -
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Fvent Set [
For Ebzrle

A fund-raising campaign din-
ner for Bob Eberle, Republican
candidate for Congress from the
7th District, will be held Sunday
evening at Meeker's Landing in
Kent. .

Eberle is a former state legis-
lator and presently a member of
the Board of King County Free-
holders. :

Cochairmen for “Dinner with
the Eberles” are Bill Stinson,
former T7th District congress-
man, and Alex Doner, South
King County businessman.

Eberle was principal speaker
at the Burien Fourth of July
celebration and called for a
“rededication of all Americans
to the same spirit that prompted
the signers of the Declaration of
Independence 192 years ago.

“Make no mistake,” the can-
didate continued, ‘‘the penalty
for weakness is just as great
today as it was 192 years ago. If
we fail to protect the rights of
all our citizens. . .if we fail our
sons fighting freedom’s battle in
South Vietnam. . .if we fail the
responsibility of enforcing law
and order and defending justice.
. .our penalty could be the loss
of our freedom, if not our lives,
fortunes and sacred honor.” -

—

Seattle, Wash.

Avurora Shoreline Journal

(Cir. W. 27,300)
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{ Endorsement
{For Lois North

The Young Republicans of King
County have announced their
endorsement of Lois North for the
State Legislature, 44th District,

iPosition No. 2. s /7

I Mrs. North, a 'Kirig ':County
‘Frechclder, is the oniy mnon-
incanbeii legidetive  cancidate.
endorsed by the group, which
recently announced its support of
Governor Dan Evans, Secretary of
State Lud Kramer, and five
incumbent legislators from King

County.

The Young Republicans of King
County, the largest such group ir
the county, is comprised of mer
and women ages 21 to 40. o

=
“"; -

Seattle, Wash.
Northgate-North Seattle
Journal
(Cir. W. 25,240)

UL 10 195
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~“YR Endorsement
: For Lois North

The Young Republicans of King

* County have announced their

' endorsement of Lois North for the

State Legislature, 44th District,
PositionNo.2. 7, 7 7

“Mrs. North, "a’ King County
Freeholder, is ‘thé ofly Ton~—
incumbent ™ Tegislative candidate
endorsed by the ~group, which
recently announced its support of
Governor Dan Evans, Secretary of
State Lud Kramer, and five
incumbent legislators from King
County.

The Young Republicans of King
County, the largest such group in
the county, is comprised of men

__and women ages 21 to 40.
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for South King Counly . scmmrann
. Two King County redis-

tricting proposals — one of

which would split the Val-

ley's Renton-Keni-Auburn

combination — are sched-

" uled {0 be considered by

the Board of King Countly

Freeholders Wednesday

night in the Courthouse.

Redistricting and deci-
. sion on the number of King
County Commissioners to
be authorized in a proposed
new county charter are
among major decisions still
facing the freeholders.

Maps prepared by an ur-
ban planning consultont of-
fer a choice of seven or nine
commissioner districts.

Freeholders had the maps
for study at the weekend in
preparation for the Wednes-
day decision meeting.

Wraps Removed

Original plans of the free-
holder organization had
been to keep the maps “un-
der wraps” uniil a public
unveiling at the Wednesday
night session.

- - This newspaper, helieving
residents of the Seuth King
117 County area have a right to

i .know the options under con-
sideration for their area, was
successful in obtaining a set
. of the maps. Reduced ver-
.. {. sions of the charts are pre-

. sented oa this page.

't.  The consultant’s proposal
for nine ‘county commis-
- sioners puts Renton in a’

L
i
H

kENT

.
]
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DN . S Y A oe Y o [ . commissioner district sep-
: : 2" - N2 el Rl . arafe from that which would

T
:"’uu-“".'\x:_ - embrace Kent and Auburn.
L I The proposal for seven
e -1 commissioner districts
leaves the three Valley
" cities in the same district.
: ‘The.moap of the nine-dis-
trict proposal sets Auburn
- and Kent into a huge dis-
I trict that embraces virtually
"} all of the east half of King
= ) ~ . S IR Cou%ty,bbougdm[i souti ang
- = R N ’ ler
Proposal For dine Sommissisner Bistricts gggthomis;ht gouéfy““:gs_
J . . —~ - renrears f Besides the two Valley
cities, - the proposed Dis-
trict No. 9 would include
such towns as Redmond,
Duvall, Carnation, Snoqual-
.t mie, North Bend, Issaguah,
-4 Black Diamond and Enum-
claw. - o
District Bounded :
The seven-district map’
shows the north boundary:
| of District 6 at about Ken-!
nydale near the south end:
of Lake Washington, extend.!
ing east along the Coalfield-:
Issaquah Road and South-
ezst 180th Rircel X lnis
version, Renton and Tuk-
wila are inciuded in a dis-
triet with Kent, Auburn '’
Pacific, Algona and Enum.:
claw. - :
Map for the nine-distriet’
| plan has the west bound[.';lrc\E
of District 9 star{ at the’
Pierce County line at S51st’
Avenue Soath, move north.: *
erly aloiié 68th Avenue
South._ follow in part the.
wesl Kent city limits, then
north along the Russel) '~
Road to South 180th Street
The north boundary line -
then is extended east alops =~ -
South 180th Street, South:
east 174th Street and Pot-
rovxtsi;: Road to 140th Ave.-
nue  Southeast at which
point the line again turps
north. From there the west”
boundary of District 9 ex-
tends roughly north along’
the Renton-Issaquah Road
along the west side of Lake
Sammamish and along 140th -
avenue Northeast to the
ES;nohomxsh County fine.
sast boundary of District ¢
Evgéxclgdbe the summit of the
scades i -
tyline. -and Kitsap Cof/"',

T
3
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Firsi Public Hearing

OnCharierSetJuly17

" By Our County News Bureau

The public will have its first chance to speak out on
the new county charter July 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the King
County Courthouse. )

Paul Meyer, executive secretary of the King County
Freeholders, said Friday the first draft of the charter has
been completed and will be in printed form ready for the
first of three public hearings. )

Two other hearings in suburban locations have been
scheduled for July 23 and 31, but meeting places have not
been selected, he said. One of these hearings will give
Valley residents an opportunity to tell freeholders what
they like and what they don't like about their history-

. making effort. . .

If the charter is approved November 5, King County
will have its first all new form of government in its
history next May 1.

Printed copies of. the first draft of the charter are
available to interested persons and organizations, Meyers
said. They may be obtained in Room 905 in 'the :
Courthouse. .

| -
Burien, Wash,

- Highline Times
’ (Cir. W, 9,200 Paid 1,700 Free)

JUL 17 1958

- R
Allen’s p.cp. v .oe-

el ———— -

e e e e e

Freeholders Meeting
Of Major Importance ---~
King County freeholders
will meet tonight at the
King County Courthouse to
discuss " changes and pro-
posals for a seven-man
board of commissioners
and the redistricting of
King County to fit such a
plan. That the freeholders
are going to take up a study
or make a decision of a
lesser number than nine
which was originally pro-
posed is indicative that they
have received lots of re
action relating to the rather
absurd nine commissioner

-plan. Seven is better but

still too many; were they to

‘reduce the number to five,
“it would still be better.

At any rate, the meeting

. tonight at 7:30 is a highly
- ‘important one and as a
“'public meeting it should’

draw a big turnout of those
who are interested in the
future welfare of the
county.

As it now stands, the long
sought final draft’ is far
from finished. The free-

-~ R fo 7 holders will have to hurry

,,"3'“\]13(';3 _.:;-';}"‘ I A _ = if they are to complete a

i e/ iE “PNG BUTEA Iy workable and acceptable

0T . piece of legislation before

W /A . N the deadline date of

1T & 2 R September4. :
VI RS . | . I premberd.
2117 - '

Board of King County Free-
holders Chairman Richard Al-
brecht anncunced the first pub-
lic hearing date on the charter

' for the county as Wednesday,

July 31. The meeting will start
at 7:30 p.m. in room 402 of the
King County Courthouse.

The question of whether to
have seven or nine commiss-
ioner . districts, or to postpone
redistricting of the county rep-
resentation units until 1970
(per the new charter;, will be
deliberated by the freeholders
at a work session tonight. The
first draft of the charter in
general will be considered, also.

All sesssons of the board are
open to the public. This even-
ings session begins at 7:30
inroom 402.

The preliminary draft of the,
charter will be open to public
.discussions at the hearings. A
‘second - public _ hearing has

tentati\'ely beety scu aur Aus. 7.
The Board of Freeholders and
staff have been drawing up the

past seven months. -

Further hearings will be held |

as necessary to give all inter-
ested citizens an opportunity
to be heard. Announcement of
the time and place for addition-
al hearings will be made later.

Copies of the charter draft
are being distributed to inter-
ested citizens and organiza-
tions. Copies will also be sup-
plied to all libraries in the
county.

The Board will continue to
meet regularly, deliberating
on proposed changes to the
draft.

The freeholders expect to
have the charter in final form
early in September so that it
can be placed on the November,
15€3 ballot. et

“County Chart

first charter for King for the’

learing Sef

Richard/ Albrecht, chair- |

man of the County Roard of
Freeholders, confirmed yes-

terday that a public hearing

will be held on the prelimi-
nary county-charter draft
July 31.

The hearing will be at 7:30

p. m. in Room 402 of the
County Courthouse. A second

hearing tentatively has been

set for August 7.

Copies of the charter draft
are being distributed to in-
terested persons and to or-

2anizations and to all libra
ies in the county. /
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would impede the passage of the one O both of the plans, they Courthouse. The intormed testi-

charter this fall as several of the would prefer 10 postpone until mony by gpecially concerned

Valley freeholders pelieve. after the charter laces the groups which dominated pro- ]
ceedings at previous informa-

Battle lines already are form- electorate the decision as to
ing here since c:.o:nwso: at the where the poundary lines should tion-gathering nearings witl give
weekend of the proposed bound- be drawn. : way at this and subsequent "
ary lines of the two ?.c@omam. Mcanwhile, @ first public nearings to debate on the merits -
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To Split Valley In County |

. Maps, more details, Page 6.

’ Pierce County boundary to the
By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE  Snohomish County boundary
Our Counly News Bureau running east of Lake Sammam-

The deliberative calm which ish as the location of one com-
has marked most of the six- missioner district encompassing
month work sessions of the part of the Valley. Noting that

Board of King County Frechold- this plan would be served by

ers is expected to erupt all over nine commissioners, Bothell
the Courthouse Wednesday night pointed out that it neatly divided
when the board discusses two the Valley into two north and
alternative plans for qmgnmi:ﬁ_mois segments approximately
commissioner district lines. ‘at Kent.

_ .Maps showing  proposed In his opinion, the redistrict-

boundaries for both a nine-man ing plan revolving around a

Board of County Commissioners seven-man Board of County

and a seven-man body have Commissioners sould be equal-

been in the hands of the free- ly objectionable, although it
holders for the past three days, ywould provide for the Valley as

One member, Howard Bothell an entity with one commis-
of Auburn, Friday, termed both sioner.

proposals “horrible,” describing “Neither one is any good,”

an area extending from the Bothell declared. *“We have act-’

\l

- mvava A

ey ey

ed on the premise that one of the support

objectives of our work is to another

| : S
o
® I~

-3, 4
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in his opposition from included in the charter’s rough
Valley member — Terry draft. Mainly these criteria de-

make county government more McKenna, Kent airline pilot, mand that the new districts be
responsible. How can this be who was out of the city and georgraphically in harmony.

accomplished when one com-
missioner represents a district
extending from the Pierce Coun- ers —

.H.« :.wm to the Snohomish County
ine?”

unavailable for comment.
The two other Valley freehold- tracts, municipalities,

with election precincts, census
and .that

Attorneys Lyle Schneider, they provide compact, contig-
Auburn,
Kent — told this newspaper they area’s economic and geograph-

and James Curran, uous territories reflecting the

Bothell also .objected to the probably would vote to reject ical units.

political implications of both the plan calling for a nine-man

Both plans vary, population-

redistricting plans which would commission on the basis of the wise, from a hulf per cent to one

give, he said, Seattle control of "redistricting plan, but were in-

and a half per cent of each

the board to the exclusion of clined to find advantages in the other, Paul Meyer, exccutive
surburban interests. He pointed geographical division on which- secretary of the Board of IFrce-

out, in addition, what he termed the seven-man board would be

the inequities under bhoth plans based.

holders, explained. And al-
though the board has taken no

of a geographic division which Both redistricting plans were formal position on whether the

would require two commission-

drawn by Rajanikant N. Joshi,

new charter will recommend a

ers to represent areas 12 times urban planning consultant hired nine-man Board of County Com-

larger than others.

last month by the board to meet Missioners as members have

Bothell is expected to find criteria for redistricting already favored up to now, Meyer

4 . v

conceded Friday the relative
merits of the two plans may
cause the frecholders to change
their minds . . . or defer
redistricting until after 1870 —
also required in their own char-
ter draft. . ’

The two-week delay over this
and other matters involved in
preparing the first preliminary
draft has forced the postpone-
ment of the first public hearing
until July 31, Meyer said. At
least one other has also been
moved up, with August 7 the
new date at a location still to be
set. Final draft is due to be
completed by September 4, after
which it will go to the present
Board of County Commissioners
on September 9 to be OKd for
the November 5 ballot.
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Freeholders Meeting
Of Major Importance -

King County freeholders

will meet tonight at the
King County Courthouse to
discuss changes and pro-
posals for a seven-man
board of commissioners

[

—-—

and the redistricting of

King County to fit such a
plan. That the freeholders
are going to take up a study
or make a decision of a
lesser number than nine
which was originally pro-
posed is indicative that they
have received lots of re-
action relating to the rather
. absurd nine commissioner
plan. Seven is better but
still too many; were they to
| (Continued on Page 2)
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Snchamigh County line ou the Fft.th()sd""") may decids ke
norib. cause of this and In view of
mc controversial quLz,bon potential pau ic p;mamm to
will be examined {onight in ous or bolh of the plans, they
several lights: The intrinsic would p"cfer to ,w;tpanc until

rerits of the various courses of afler the charler faces the
action open to the fresholders — ¢ lectw?t\_ th decision as 1o
including the election of & nine- where the boundary lines should
man Board of Counly Commis- be drawn.

signers on the busis of the Meanwhile, a first public

present three cominissioner dis- hearing on & ;x eliminary char-
tricts (as freeiiolders presently ter dra;t has bean schedaled for .
faver) postponing untll 1971 the July 31at 7:30 pm., again at the
touchy task of redistrieting. Courthouse. The inlormed testi-
Alse slated for discussion is mony by specially concerned
whethor ;ecﬁsmcimg. as such, groups which dominated pro-
would irmpade the passage of the ceedings

at previcus informa-
charier this fall a8 several of the tion- Mthermv hearings will give

Valley frecholdsrs believe. way at this and  subse x(e’_et
Batile lines aiz-eady are form- hea 'rmgs to debate on the merits

the proposed charter, accord-
w to Paul Meyver, executive
secretary of the group. T

ing here since publication ag the ©
Vv(:‘exi\’:‘?ﬂd of tha wr G"Obed bound-
ary lines of the two proposals.
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reduce the number to five,'

it would still be better. P

At any rate, the meeting’
tonight at 7:30 is a highly
important one and as a
public meeting it should
draw a big turnout of those
who are interested in the
future welfare of the
county.

As it now stands, the long
- sought final draft is far
from finished. The free-
holders will have to hurry
if they are to complete a
workable and acceptable
piece of legislation before
the deadline date of

Q&ptember-&. 9
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Charter Plan Raises

on tae 1 _
itutional Issue

Const

no “square with the Charter of
Statehoold.” In order for the
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ter when provisions thereof do’

_ King County voter to cast an:

intelligent vote on an issue, he..
sould be informed on many

To the Editor:

Your editorial aroused the
curiosity of the undersigned to
make & preliminary study as to
“whether the planting of this
Sugar Plum Tree™ was a Consti-
tutional act of the King County
Board of Freeholders, or,
whether it was an act of embez-
zling the inherent political pow-
er of people of the state (who
were granted this Charter of
Statehood by the government of
the United States) by a minority
group. Its present course of
structuring a government with
mostly appointive and partisan
offices tends to imply that the
future administration of King
County government will be a
“Sugar Plum” for a minority

oup or groups. .
ngogseqﬁently, it must not be
yverlooked that *Sugar Plum

Trees” have to be planted on
“solid legal ground,” otherwise,
they can not be fertilized and
watered with “public funds,”
which can not be legally —

although ofttimes are politically

— expended for purposes not

~authorized by law.” )

Accordingly, the issue is
raised as to whether public
funds can be expended to print

the proposed Home Rule Char-

viewpoints.

W. H. Philipp, ;
1210 Fifth Ave. N., A
Renton, Wash. 98055. /_' 3

blication Sunday ex-_»boundary lines.

//
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have proposed
ing a new county charter two proposed versions redraw- both a seven- and nine-mian
A split between the four Val- seemed in the making yesterday ing present commission distric! redistricting plan ‘which free-

Consulianty

holders will examine tonight.
The meeting on the bombshell
proposal will be open to the
public at 7:30 o’clock in the King
County Courthouse in downtown
Seattle.

Openly hostile to both plans
are Howard Bothell, Auburn,

- and Terry McKenna, Kent,

"while James Curran, Kent, and
Lyle Schneider, Auburn, feel
that, of the two, the seven-man
plan might be satisfactory.
None, however, favor the nine- /
man plan which would split the
Valley into two sections, with
the southern part incorporated
into a commissioner district
- extending from the Pierce Coun-
ty boundary on the south to the
Snohomish County line on the
north,

The controversial question

will be examined tonight in
several lights: The intrinsic
merits of {4« various courses of

. action 917 te the frecholders —

inciuding e election of a nine-
man Board of County Commis-

: sioners on the basis of the

present three commissioner dis-
tricts (as freeholders presently
favor) postponing until 1971 the
fouchy task of redistricting.
Also slated for discussion 1s
whether redistricting, as such,
would impede the passage of the

. charter this fall as several of the

Valley freeholders believe.

_ Battle lines already are form-
ing here since publication at the
weekend of the proposed bound-
ary lines of the two proposals.
Freeholders may decide be-
cause of this and in view of
potential public opposition to
one or both of the plans, they
would prefer to postpone until
after the charter faces the
electorate the decision as to
where the boundary lines should
be drawn.

Meanwhile, a first public .
hearing on a preliminary char- ;
ter draft has been scheduled for
July 31 at 7:30 p.m., again at the
Courthouse. The informed testi-
mony by specially concerned
groups which dominated pro-
ceedings at previous informa-
tion-gathering hearings will give ,
way at this and subsequent -

. amm e -

. hearings to debate on the merits -

of the proposed charter, accord-. -

.ing to Paul Meyer, executiye\
secretary of the group.
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' Charier Plan
Constitutional Issue

To the Editor:

Your editorial aroused the
curiosity of the undersigned to
make a preliminary study as to
“whether the planting of this
Sugar Plum Tree' was a Consti-
tutional act of the King County
Board of Freeholders, or,
whether it was an act of embez-
zling the inherent political pow-
er of people of the state (who
were granted this Charter of
Statehood by the government of
the United States) by a minority
group. Its present course of
structuring a government with
mostly appointive and partisan

" offices tends to imply that the
+ future administration of King

County government will be a
“Sugar Plum” for a minority
group or groups.

Consequently, it must not be
overlooked that “Sugar Plum
Trees” have to be planted on
“solid legal ground,” otherwise,
they can not be fertilized and
watered with “public funds,”
which can not be legally —
although ofttimes are politically
~ expended for purposes not
“authorized by law.”

Accordingly, the issue is
raised as to whether public
funds can be expended to print
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the proposed Home Rule Char-
ter when provisions thereof do
no “‘square with the Charter of
Statehoold.” In order for the
King County voter to cast an
intelligent vote on an issue, he
sould be informed on many
viewpoints.

W. H. Philipp,

1210 Fifth Ave. N,

Renton, Wash. 98055.
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Opinrion ond comment by
the publisher —
—John L. Fournier

Frecholders Meeting
Of Major Importance -

King County freeholders

will meet tonight at the
King'County Courthouse to
discuss changes and pro-
posals for a seven-man
board of commissioners
and the redistricting of
King County to fit such a
plan. That the freeholders
are going to take up a study
or make a decision of a
lesser number than nine
which was originally pro-
pused is indicative that they
have received lots of re-
action relating to the rather
absurd nine commissioner
plan. Seven is better but
still too many; were they to

reduce the number to five, °

it would still be better.
At any rate, the meeting

tonight at 7:30 is a highly °

important one and as a
public meeting it should
draw a big turnout of those
who are interested in the
future welfare of the
county.

As it now stands, the long
sought final draft is far
from finished. The free-
holders will have to hurry
if they are to complete a
workable and acceptable
piece of legislation before
the deadline date of

[ Ay SR T ]

gest charter form, wouldinclude
the county executive, the county ’ :
sdministrative  officer, the !
county assessor, the officers
and employees of administrative,
offices and executive depart-| -
ments established by the char--
ter, or created by the board of
commissioners. !

The county executive would
have veto power over ordinances
or any object of expense of an
appropriation ordinance.
Emergency ordinances couldnot
be vetoed, He would be elec~
ted for a four.year term,

The county assessor, under

" the proposed charter, would

continue to be an elective of-
fice. All other county officers
presently being elected would:
be appointive by the executive’
officer, with the approval of
the county commissioners.

e e e B ARSI T 0T
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~Opinion and comment by
the publisher —

' —John L. Fournier

Freeholders Meeting
Of Major Importance ---

King County freeholders
will meet tonight at the
King County Courthouse to
discuss changes and pro-
posals for a seven-man
board of commissioners
and the redistricting of
King County to fit such a
plan. That the freeholders
are going to take up a study
or make a decision of a
lesser number than nine
which was originally pro-
posed is indicative that they
have received lots of re-
action relating to the rather
absurd nine commissioner
plan. Seven is better but
still too many; were they to
reduce the number to five,
it would still be better.

At any rate, the meeting

tonight at 7:30 is a highly ~
important one and as a

public meeting it should
draw a big turnout of those
who are interested in the
future welfare of the
county.

_ As it now stands, the long

sought final draft is far
from finished. The free-
holders will have to hurry
if they are to complete a
workable and acceptable
piece of legislation before
the deadline date of
September4. : -

Bellevue, Wash.
Amer. Homemaker &
(Circ. W. 20,029)

UL 18
Allen’s ».cn,

Est. 1858

Shopper

Of Llaw @@-’*“ ry

]
The%o"rd of King County
Freeholdsrs have issued apre-
liminary working draft of the
new King County charter,

A prelitninary draft of the

-.new King County charter will
" get its first test at a public
* hearing July 31 at 7:30 p.m.,

in ‘Room 402 of the County
Courthouse,

The Board of King County
Freeholders will consider the
draft on which it and its staff
have been working for the past
seven months., A second pub-
lic hearing has been tentatively
set for August 7.

Further hearings will be held
as necessary to give all inter~

. ested citizens an cpportunity to

be heard. Announcement of the
time and place for additional
hearings will be made later,

Copies of the- preliminary
draft are being sent to all

interested citizens and organi-
zations, and all libraries in

" the county will receive a copy.

_In it thay have recommended

. that the conirol of government

e\g r H 3 ¥
rosholdars Finish Bro

"

will be placed directly with the
voters of this county.

They have made this plain with
thelr recommendation that the
county be split into nine dis-
tricts, and that each district
shall elect its own commis-
sloner to represent them,

However, the Frecholders are
not firm on this point, and a
hearing was held last night in
room 402 at the King County
Courthouse to decide whether
nire cominissioners were
necessary, or whether seven,
with slightly larger diswricts,
would suffice. -

They have further expressed
confidence in the voters of the
county by making the office of
the county executive elective by

all of the people of the King

:

County.

The commissioners, mem-
bers of the legislative branch,
will be elected for a four year
term, if the charter is accep-
ted in its present form.

The executive branch of coun—-

ty government, under the sug-

!
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eor Dividing King Count Y

(From Page 1)

mon  aspirations, common
interests and common back-
grounds.”

Wampold also noted Dem-

ocratic leaders had protest-
ed the districting plans
would “make King County
forever Renublican.”
.Mrs. Lois North ob-
served: “We could argue
about districts until Decem-
ber.” (The charter proposal
must be submitted for the
November ballot by early
September). )

She suggested the charter
provide that three commis-

eianans ha alani~d A& Tawara

from each of the present

three-commissioner = dj s-
tricts. The charter " draft
now requires pariodic regdis-
tricting and the commis-
sioners would have to do it

CHAIRMAN' Richard Al
brecht had his doubts: *If
we can’t do it, how do we
expect nine commissioners
to divide up their own dis-
tricts?” .

Freeholders also changea Ce
the charter draft to place

more rigid controls on the -

county purchasing office.
" The proposed charter will
provide that the purchasing

least three bids, whenever __ -

possible, on all purchases of
more than $500. ‘ .

Two public hearings have
been scheduled for the char-
ter drafts — July 31 and
Adg. 7. Both will begin at
7:30 p.m.; the first will be
in the King County Court-
house, and the second at
PacificScience Center's
Eames Theater, i
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Freeholders Split
On Dividing County

BY DON CARTER .

King Cdunty'Freeho]ders last night revealed two pi-o-
posed plans for dividing the county into commissioner
distriets. : ' .

There will he plenty of arguments at future meet--
ings, the group indicated. delaying districting discus-
sions .untit 3 Monday meeting. : N

Propesed districting maps were devised by Rajani-
kant'N. Joshi, a Seattle urban planning consultant hired
by the group. - -

ALTHOUGH THE FREEHOLDERS have génerally'

agreed upon a nine-commissioner nine-district legisla- -

tive branch, several members are interested in a seven-
commissioner plan. So Joshi was instructed to draw up
both sets of maps. .

Joshi said he had based the districts on April 1, 1568
population estimates, and had drawn lines along pre-
cinct and geographical borders as much as possible,

. Freeholder Simon Wampold argued against the

nes: . S
“I'm not sure Mr. Joshi has considered sociological
and economic factors, Districts should be based on com-
mon interests, not just population.” '

EE CITED LUMPING Queen Anne, Magnolia and
Central Area into one district of consideration for “com-

(Page 3, Colwinn 3).
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creeholders Revaal 2 Plans

v For Dividing Hing County

(From Page 1)

mon aspirations, commoen
interests and common back-
grounds.”

Wampold also noted Dem-
ocralic leaders had protest-
ed the districting plans
would “make King County
forever Republican.”

Mrs. Lois North ob-
served: “We could argue
about districts until Decen-
ber.” (The charter proposal
must be submitied for the
November ballot hy early
September).

She suggested the chaz*lmj
provide that three commis-
sioners be elecied at large

from each of the prosent
three-commissioner
tricts. The charter draft
now requires periodic redis-
tricting and the commijs-
sioners would have to do it.

CHAIRMAN Richard Al-
breeht had his doubts: “If
we can’t do it, how do we
expect nine eommissioners
to divide up their own dis-

{riets?”

Frecholders also changed , . .

4.

Ieast three bids, whenever —— T e i
passible, on all purchases of ’ -
more than $50, ’ .

Two public hearings have
been scheduled for the char.
ter drafts — July 31 and
Aug. 7. Both will begin at
7:30 p.m.; the first will be
in the King County Court-
house, and the sceond at
Pacific Science Center’s
Eames Theater., T
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Redistric

King County Freeholders

fast night dealt with an im-
passe on redistricting plan
discussions by sending the
hot political issue to a sub-
2ommitiee.
" Richard Albrecht. Free-
1oldars’ chairman, was in-
structed to appoint a com-
mittee of five to do the job
of preparing new districting
propasals for consideration
by the entire 15-member
board. :

Albrecht said last night
he would appoint the sub-
- committee as soon as possi-
ble, and he hoped it could
develop some proposals
within two weeks.

HE DOESN'T expect the
proposals to be ready for
the first public hearing on
the Freeholders proposed
county charter draft. That
hearing is to be at 7:30 p.m.
“July 31 in the courthouse.

But Albrecht said the dis-
trict plans may be included
in the charter draft by an
Aug. 7 hearing, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Paciiic Science Cen-
ter's Eames Theater.

Last night the Freechold-
ers were split on whether
the districting proposal
should be included in the
charter or the job should be
done later by the county
commissioners.

SEVERAL MEMBERS

fing

-were concerned that any
_ districting plan thev devel-

op will create enemies of
the charter and hurt its

the polls in November. -

Member Paul S. Friedlan-
der worried: “I don’t want
to stumble over this block.
We're not going to please

anyhody \\1th a redlstuct-
ing plan.”

But the majority of the
board agreed with Albrecht,
who said the Freecholders’
failure to provide nine new
districts as a basis for the
new form 'of government
would be *“an ahdication
of our responsibility.”

AT THE BASE of the dis-
tricting discussions is a
nine-district plan drawn by
Rajanikant Joshi, a Seattle
urban consultant hired by
the board.

Joshi sliced the county
into districts on the basis of
population figures obtained
from an April 1, 1968, esti-
mate,

‘chances of acceptance at |

commissioner

None of the Freeholders
is very pleased with the |

plan.

Simon Wampold. an ouf-

spoken critic, argued that
the plan didntconsider

geographical, social and -
economic interests which ,
should be unified in each i

district.

-

How many hug County

should there be and where
should their boundaries lie?

The Countv Bourd of Free-
holders grappled briefly “with
this politically Jmportant
question last night, as alter-
nate plans for nine-and
sevei-commissioner districts
were presented.

Further discussion of the
plans, draflted bv Rajanikant
N. Joshi, & Seattle urban-
planping consultant, was
postponed until 7:30 p. m.
Monday.

TODAY, one of the free-
holders, James O’Cornor,
president of the Young Re-
publicans of King County,
said he believes the plans
are fair politically. He said
the nine-commissioner plan
might seem to give the Re-
publicans a one-district ad-
vantage. The other plan, he
said, might seem to give a
one-district advantage to the
Democrats. '

Either plan, however,
would provide enough swing
districts to erase political
advantage, O’Connor said.

But last night Simon Wam-
pold, vice chairman of the
frecholders, said he was told
by DMrs. Jeanette Williams,
chairman of the King County
Democratic Central Commit-

tee. that either Tlan would
make the county ‘forever
Republican.”

“THIS IS THE most im-
portant matter politically to
come before us,”” Wampold

{ e

districts

declared in moving that fur-
ther discussion be postponed
to enable study.

Mrs. Douglas North said:
“We could argue about com-
missioner districts until De-
cember and not decide. This
is too time-consuming.”

The greatest challenge in
redistricting, she said, is to
represent  adequately fast-
growing South King County.

She suggested that the pro-
posed county charter being
written by the f{recholders
provide that threc commis-
sioners be elected at large
from each of the present
three districts, with provis-
sion for later redisiricting.
Now one .commissioner is
elected from each of the
three districts.

Wampold found fault with
any plan which would place
in one district communities
not linked economically and
geographically and with
common interests. He won-
dered why Joshi placed the
central area and the Magno-
lia and Queen Anne Districts
in one commissioner district.
He also said Shoreline
should be in one district.

MRS, NORTH told other
frecholders the draft charter
is ton long and too specific.
She led a move that erased a
saction concerning compre-
hensive plans. These were
covered in another section,

she said.

Afier criticism of the
county purchasing practices
was heard, the board

changed the draft to provide
that whenever the value of
_items to be purchased ex-
i ceeds $500, at last three bids
be obtained, if feasible. The
draft had set the money fig-

ure at $2,500. The charter is

’ to be refined and adopted by

\

L

the freeholders the
week of Septembnr This will
permxt submission to voters
in November.

e e
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E BE{ST talking point for a non-

partisan Board of King County Com-
missioners under a proposed county
charter is the partisan political bicker-
ing over the boundaries of future com-
missioner districts.

A hint to the wise usually is sufficient,
There is more than a hint for the free-
holders in the comments about the po-
litical advantages created either by a
nine-conunissioner or seren-commis-
sioner board and the geographical
makeup of the districts. .

. Mrs. Jeanette Williams, chairman of
the King County Democratic Central
Committee, has expressed the belief
either plan would make the county “for-
ever Republican.” James O’Connor, a
freehnlder _and president of the Young
Republicans of King County, is of a dif-
ferent mind, but he can see how the

T e e v e s e e
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Lounty Charte

ings. They will be at 7:30
p.m. July 31 in the court-

The public will have two
ances to air opinions on a

Needs Nonpartisan Board

plan to modernize the coun-
ty's government, which

nine-commissioner plan would give Re-
publicans a one-district advantage on
the board, while the other plan might
favor Democrats to the same degree.

We realize the difficulties inherent
in any apportionment scheme, and we
sympathize with the freeholders over
the complexities of trying to district the
county so that all residents are served
fairly on the board. .

Yet, it just seems that one major
problem would vanish if the freehold-
ers would remove politics from the
conumnissioners’ jobs and malke the elec-
lion nonpartisan, as is the case with the
Seattle City Council.

Rather than create a monster that

‘would be an additional continual source

of irritation between the Republicans
and Democrats, the freeholders would
be well advised to take the commission-
ers out of partisan politics.

three-commissioner govern-
ing body with a system of

e R

¢ Flearings Schec
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The charter proposal 2

would eliminate a num:
of now-elective office

oposed King County char-
> before it goes on the
vember ballot.

ing County Freeholders
ve scheduled two hear-

house, and at 7:30 p.m.
Aug. 7 in Pacific Science
Center’s Eames Theater.
Freeholders were elected
last November to shape a

since territorial days has
been operating under state
constitutional provisions.
The Freeholders” plan
would replace the present

checks and balances. Coun-
ty voters would elect a chief
execufive and nine commis-
sioners, to establish an ex-
ecutive-legislative balance.

placing them under a co
ty personnel system. -

- Seattle’'s  best-inforr
people read The P-I.» )
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Remodel
Job For
County

A $£30,000 remodeling of
the county commissioners’
auditorium in the court-
house was approved vester-
day by Commissioners John
O’Brien and Ed Munro.

Commissipner_John Spell-
man objected on the
grounds that furfher remod-
eling_mav_be necessitated
follo“ ing adepiica ofa
A Gept 10 reheazmd of a
rezoning application for an
explosives plant on 250
acres of state-owned land
near Presion, was ordered
by the board. The Planning
Commission will conduct
the hearing at 1:30 p.m.

.7 COMMISSIONERS agreed
_to put on the primary elec-
. tion ballot a proposal to .
.lease 16 acres of Mary-
moor Park to Lake Wash-
ington School District for a
hwh school site.
Thev also roundad out the
Forward Thrust Design Com-"
mission with the addition of
Lowell P. Mickelwait, Row-
land Rose and John Esvelt.
Mickelwait will be chair-
man of the seven member
advisory group.

. 143
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GOP Moderate

Airas at Rogstad

Republican forces trying

to unhorse King County
GOP Chairman Ken Rogs-
tad last night trotted out
their own candidate to suc-
ceed Rogstad.

He is Jams N. O'Connor,
32, Seattle attorney and
president of King County
Young Republicans.

O’Connor said he is seek-
" Ing the job “not to exclude
any group of persons from
party affairs, but to end the
present exclusionary poli-
cies.”

O'CONNOR’S CANDIDA-
CY is being advanced by a
group calling itself the King
County Precinct Project.

It has close organization-
al ties with the forces of
Gov. Dan Evans, although
O'Connor insists the two or-
ganizations are separaie
and distinct.

Robert W. Bratton,
Evans’ King County cam-
paign chairman, heads the
precinet project’s steering
committee.

They are engaged in a
red-hot precinct-by-precinet
battle to oust Rogstad and

“his allies when the county
central committee reorgan-
izes in December,

Latest figures available
show they have filed more
than 630 candidates for pre-
cinct committeeman since

¢

e

KEN ROGSTAD

The chairman .

the filin g period opened
Monday.

BUT ROGSTAD forces
filed 960 the first day, and
the Evans forces are
scrambling to catch up.
Their target is to file candi-
dates in 1,500 of the coun-
ty’s 2,263 precincts.

Rogstad himself hasn'’t

said publicly whether he’ll -

seek re-election to the pous
he has held for four years.
But he is unhappy with
Evans’ remarks at a June
27 news conference that
he'd be surprised to see
Rogzstad run again.

i FA - sl
JAMES N. O'CONNOR
The challenger.

———e—

“THE GOVERNOR hasn’t
consulted with.me at sll on
this.” Rogstad said afler-
ward. “Fortunately it is not
his choice or my choice,
but the choice of elected
precinct committeemen.”

Rogstad was elected coun-
ty chairman in 1964 over a
candidate pushed by Evans
and his legislative ‘orces.
Two years later he survived
an attempt to oust him
through a precinet commit-
teeman election campaign.

O’Connor describes him-
self as a “middle-of-the-

" roader” who has supported

“moderate’” Republican
candidates in the past.

“I am doing this because
it needs to be dome.” be
said. “People are fed up.
They've had a bellyful.”

14




Election
Scene

'y ANDREA VOGEL

Moderate Republican Pre-
cinct Project forces last
night named James N.
O’Connor as a candidate to
oppose King County Republi-
can Chairman Ken Rogstad
in December.

O'Connor, 32, an attorney
and president of King County
YouncvRepubecans was
named the project’s candi-
date in the interest of seek-
ing ‘*‘greater party har-
mony.” He will oppose Rog-
stad, should he run, for the
county chairmanship at an
organizational meeting
December 14.

O’Connor, a Yale Law
School graduate of 1839, has
been active in Republican
Party work since 1963.

“I’'m convinced that I can
bring harmony,” O'Connor
said. “If we’re successful in
my election as chairman
there will come virtually au-

§ Toes -

JAMES O’CONNOR

tomatncally a feeling of sin-
gleness of purpose. "

BILL MUNCEY, 39, of hy-
droplane racing fame, said
in a statement he will an-
nounce his candidacy for the
Republican nomination for
lieutenant governor at 9:30
a. m. tomorrow.

Muncey, who has hinted at

. his candidacy for some time,

said he will file in Olympia,
tomorrow just before the
deadline,

SN

Q,"!;

He will oppose
Fletcher, the only declared
Republican  candidate for
lieutenant governor, and
Democratic incumbent John
Cherberg.

If Muncey files, the Fed-
eral Communications Com-
mission rules would not per-
mit him to appear on televi-
sion broadcasts of the Sea-
fair hydroplane races Sun-
day without equal time being
given his opponents by the
station.

DEPLORE — State Sena-
tor Jack Metcalf, Republican
candidate for United States
Senator, today deplored the
“mass absenteeism”™ in the
Senate when a bill authoriz-
ing trucks on interstate
highways was passed.

Metcalf said only seven

senators were present to

Art [

- T

vote on the bill.

WONDERING — Seventh
District Congressional candi-
date Robert Eberle, Republi-
can, called on Congressman
Brock Adams to “set the rec-
crd straight” about reports
that Adams had received ““a
$300 campaign contribution
in return for his vote sup-
porting natlonal trucking
interests.’

A spokesman for Congress-
man Adams termed the
charge “‘the most ridiculous
thing I've ever heard,” and

- said there has never been a

vote taken on a bill involving
trucking.

He said the bl” ‘referred to
is now under study in the
House Public Works Com-
mlrtee

14
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Board of King County
chairman, Rich~
announced 10d8Y
hearing will be

The
Frecholders
ard Albrechts
that a public
held by the poard ond uly 31st

at 7:30 p.1.
King County

in Room 1020{the
Courthouse.
Under consideration by the
poard of Frecholders will be
a Eo:nm:pa. draftof the King
County Chartery an which the
Board and its staff have been
working for the past seven
months, & second public hear=

Nigeuss Chariel

jng has 823.2&« peen set 07

August 7 the
Further hearings wilt be
held a8 pecessary W0 give all

Bgnmmﬂma cidizens an oppor~
! Anpounce~
ment of the time and place for
agditional hearings will be
made later.
Copies of the charier draft
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ions. Copies will also be sup=
plied @0 all \ibraries in the

comnty.
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public b
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Board of King County Free-

" holders Chairman Richard Al

brecht announced the first pub.
lic hearing date on the charter
for the county as Wednesday,
duly 31. The meeting will start
at 7:30 p.m. in room 402 of the
King County Courthouse.

The question of whether to
have seven or nine commiss-
foner districts, or to postpone
redistricting of the county rep-
resentation units until 1970
(per the new charter), will be
deliberated by the freeholders
at a work session tonight. The

“first draft of the charter in

general will be considered, also.
All sesssons of the board are
open to the public. This even-

ings session begins at 7:30

inroom 402. :

The preliminary draft of the
charter will be open to public
discussions at the hearings. A
second public hearing ~ has
tentatively been set for Aug. 7.
The Board of Freeholders and
staff have been drawing up the
first charter for King for the
past seven months.

Further hearings will be held
as necessary to give all inter.
ested citizens an opportunity
to be heard. Announcement of
the time and place for addition-
al hearings will be made later.

Copies of the charter draft
are being distributed to inter-
ested citizens and organiza-
tions. Copies will also be sup-
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plied to all libraries in the
county. .

The Board will continue to
meet regularly, deliberating
on proposed changes to the
draft.

The freeholders expect to
have the charter in final form
éarly in September so that it
can be placed on the November,
1968 ballot.

- Seattle, Wash.

Foe e . . ‘

£
The B of hing_County
Freeholders chairman, Rich-
ard Aibrecht, anounced today
that a public hearing will be
held by the beard on July 31ist
at 7:30 p.m, in Room 462 of the
. King County Courthouse,
Under consideration by the
Board of I'recholders will be
"a preliminary draftofthe King
County Charter, on which the
Poard and its staff have been
working for the past seven
monits, Asecondpublichear-
\

West Scattle Herald
(Cir. W. 24,000)
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a public hearing

p.m. in room 402

preliminary draft

working for the
months. A second
ing has tentatively
August 7.
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| Freeholders
Slate Hearing
The igogrc( gf: King._County

Freeholders chairman, Richard
Albrecht, announced today that

will be held

by the board July 31, at 7:30

of the King

County Courthouse.
Under consideration by thel
board of freeholders will be a

of the King

County charter, on which thel
board and its staff have been

past seven"
public hear-’
been set for

i et < nnid]

| Copies will also be supplied to

# Further hearings will be held
as necessary to give all in-
terested citizens an opportunity
to be heard. Announcement of
the timme and place for addition-
al hearings will be made later.

ested citizens and organizations.

all libraries in the county.
The board wil] continue to

‘| meet regularly, deliberating on

proposed changes to the draft,
The frecholders expect to have
the charter in final form early
in September so that it can be
placed on the November ballot.

open to the public,

All sessions of the board are

Copies of the charter draft;
‘|are being distributed to inter-

1

R " {
platane
Lharte

ing has tentatively been set for
August Tth.

Further hearings will be
held as necessary to give all
jnterested citizens an oppor-
tunity to be heard. Announce-
ment of the time and place for
additional hearings will be
made later.

Copies of the charter draft
are being distributed to in.ter-
ested citizens and organizat-
jons, Copies will aizo be sup-
plicd to al! libraries m the

.
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Freeholders

hear Tacoma:
city monager

The snohomish County Board
of Freeholders resumed their
weekly meetings after the
Fourth of July holiday. Guest
speaker of the evening was
Mr. Dave Rowlands, City
Manager of Tacoma. Row-
lands gave a brief resume of
his experience and places of
employment before he came to
Tacoma.

On the subject of manager
government, he advocated: 1,

An appointed manager by the -

board of commssioners; 2.
A five man board as an ideal
commssion; 3, That the board
of commissioners be part
time; 4. That the manager
should appoint all department
heads and have the right to
hire and fire the same.

Rowlands was definite onone
point which was that the sal-
aries of the manager's - staff
should be comparable to the
community wage structure,
This would induce good people
to come in to county employ-
ment. He also feels that the
county auditor’s office could
be abolished and that the work
could be handled by appointed
personnel,

The last half of the meeting
was taken up with discussion
on governmental structure. By
a majority, the freeholder
board voted to have a five
man commissioner board
elected by the people. This
board would in turn appoint
a county manager, All other
elected offices would be ap-
pointed. -

A screening committee was
-elected to interview and re-
tain legal help to draft-a
charter. e
"HOUSE FINCH is a bird of
farms, highways and inhabited
areas wherever water is
available.

i
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Frecholders falie preliminary .

poll of members’ opinions

Snohomish Couhty;Board of Freeholders took a preliminary
poll of opinions at their meeting July 10, that showed a majority

i

of the members favored appointment of county department

by a five man board of county
commissioners, also.

Dick welch, chairman of the
15 member board elected Feb-
ruary 6, 1968, reports that
meetings are about at a half-
way point, with another five
or six months of weekly meet-
ings expected before final rec-
ommendations rhay be made.

The board of freeholders
has the responsibility of ex-
ploring the present county
government and making rec-
ommendations for improve-
ments. Anychangesingovera-
ment

voted upon by all county resi-
dents,

T T T T e T e e ey
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The Board of King County

Freeholders chairman, — Rich

ard “AITTINLT announced this

week that a public hearing will

be held by the board on July

en

the King County courthouse,
Under consideration by the

Bom‘rd ‘of Freeholders will be a

preliminary draft of the King

l

County. charter, on which the
boarc} and its staff have been
working for the past. seven

months. A second public hear-
ing has tentatively been set

for August 7.

the freeholders

recommended by the
freeholders would have to be

The freeholders meet each
Wednesday evening at 7:30

R

31 at 7:30 p.x. in Room 402 of.

heads. The board supports a county administrator selected

p.m., in the county agricul-
ture building, All meetings
are open to the public. Welch
says the freeholders want a
substantial sample of public
opinion and welcome all com-

‘ments and ideas the public

may present. For this reason
have held
meetings in Edmonds, Mon-
roe and Snohomish, trying to
meet more of the public.

By state law the county court
system, schools, and prose=
cuting attorney are out of
bounds for any change by the
freeholders. All other county
offices are beinginvestigated.

Through expert and non-
expert speakers the board of
freeholders has been advised
(1) to keep the county offi-
cials elective; (2) to have
the county officials appointed
by the county commissioners;
(3) to have only the coroner
and county clerk appointive
offices, etc. :

Several suggestions that
county officials drop their
party affiliations in compet~
ing for elective offices have
been made. Many suggestions
to have separate legislative
and administrative functions
have been made and also that
employees have some sort
of civil service system or
merit system implemented.

Consolidation of road dis-
tricts has been strongly
recommended and consolida-~
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Public Hearing

Cu Charter Sei

By Freaholders

The “\\'ork{ng'Dréft" charter of
the Board of King County
Freeholders will be presented to
the citizens of King County for the
first time at a public hearing on
July 31st at 7:30 p.m. in room 402 of
the King County Courthouse.

A second public hearing has been
announced by Freeholder
Chairman, Richard Albrecht,
scheduled for Wednesday August

. 7th, at the Pacific Science Center's
Ames Theatre, beginiiing at 7:30

am. .
The public will have .an

opportunity to attend either public

hearing and present their views on

the proposed charter. Any citizen

who wishes'a copy of the draft may

;;1151 the Freeholder office at MA 3
5.

Copies will also be available at
the July 31st and August 7th
meetings. -

tion of some fire districts

suggested.

The board will continue to
have speakers from other
counties and cities to learn
how they have met their gov-
ernment  problems. They
also want the opinions of Sno-
homish County residents and

urge anyone with an honest

opinion about the government

to step forward and be heard.
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governor for the second time, former Gov. Albert
D. Rosellini officially closed the door on any
plans to make another try . .. Despite this, the
former governor still commands a sizable fan
club . . . many of whom told him so during the
course of convention proceedings . .. Humphrey
lieutenants, bitterly disappointed their leader
was too ill to make the scene, have entered into
quiet negotiations to bring the Vice President
into the state within the next few weeks. Hum-
phrey’s absence was distinctly felt . . . his sup-
porters would have liked to match their muscle
with some of the steam shown by the opposition.
As television viewers saw, there was none,
despite the valiant last-minute efforts of Adlai
StevensonIil...

* * ° K * * *

Split Ahead Among Freeholders
Over Charter Districting Plan?

Hopes that the 15-member Board of King

County Freeholders would end up in unanimous
endorsements of the final charter draft to be sub-
mitted to the voters November 5 seem out the
window. So far, deliberations of the group have
been accomplished without much public notice ~
and perhaps interest—but that ended last week
with the unveiling of a controversial plan to di-
vide the county into seven, and perhaps nine,
commissioner districts.

The matter caused hot debate at last Wed-
nesday’s work session, and could end up causing
enough storm to endanger (1) unanimous ap-
proval of their efforts by the freeholders them-
selves, and (2) eventual approval of the electorate.
Many of the hard-working board (who have put
in an estimated 150 man hours each on their
nonpaying job to date) are in agreement about
most of the charter's other provisions. But sev-
eral, including two freeholders from the Valley
area, are sufficiently hostile to the plan it could
become a cause celebre within the board be-
tween now and the time the charter is slated for
the ballot. The Board of County Commissioners
is scheduled to have the final document before
it September 9.

The divergence of views on the districting
plan unveiled last Sunday in this newspaper
was summed up last week by Lyle Schneider,
Auburn attorney, and an Auburn automobile
dealer, Howard Bothell . . . Szid Schneider: “It
could end up being one of the finest county char-

ters in the U.S. . .. a national model for other
counties to aim at!” ... Said Bothell: “I don’t
like it!” :

-

-
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Hearing eon
r

Chaster Draft

The Board of King County
Freeholders chairman, Rich-
ard Albrecht, announced this
weck that a public hearing will
be held by the board on July
31 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 402 of
the King County courthouse,

Under consideration by the
Board of Freeholders will be a
preliminary draft of the King
County charter, on which the
board and its staff have been
working for the past seven
months. A second public hear-
Ing has tentatively been set
for August 7.
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club . . . many of whom told him so dunng the
course of convention proceedings . .. Eumphrey

lieutenants, bitterly disappointed their—leader
was too ill to make the scene, have entered into
quiet negotiations to bring the Vice President
into the state within the next few weeks. Hum-
phrey's absence was distinctly felt . . . his sup-
porters would have liked to match their muscle
with some of the steam shown by the opposition.
As television viewers saw, there was none,
despite the valiant last-minute efforts of Adlai
StevensonIll...

* * T % * * *
Split Ahead Among Freeholders
Over Charter Districting Plan?

Hopes that the 15-member Board of King

County Freeholders would end up in unanimous
endorsements of the final charter draft to be sub-
mitted to the voters November 5 seem out the
window. So far, deliberations of the group have
been accomplished without much public notice —
and perhaps interest—but that ended last week
with the unveiling of a controversial plan to di-
vide the county into seven, and perhaps nine,
commissioner districts.

The matter caused hot debate at last Wed-
nesday’s work session, and could end up causing
enough storm to endanger (1) unanimous ap-
proval of their efforts by the freeholders them-
selves, and (2) eventual approval of the electorate.
Many of the hard-working board (who have put
in an estimated 150 man hours each on their
nonpaying job to date) are in agreement about
most of the charter's other provisions. But sev-
eral, including two freeholders from the Valley
area, are sufficiently hostile to the plan it could
become a cause celebre within the board be-
tween now and the time the charter is slated for
the ballot. The Board of County Commissioners
is scheduled to have the final document before
it September9.

The divergence of views on the districting
plan unveiled last Sunday in this newspaper
was summed up last week by Lyle Schneider,
Auburn “attorney, and an Auburn automobile
dealer, Howard Bothell . . . Szid Schneider: “It
could end up being one of the finest county char-

ters in the U.S. . .. a national model for other
counties to aim at!” ... Said Bothell: “I don't
like it!" ;

Y TN e B

e e e

e e e

Hearing on

Cfﬁmi’er @m'a'"

The Board of King County
Freeholders chairman, - Rich-
ard Albrecht, announced this

week that a pubhc hearing will
be held by the board on July’

31 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 402 of
the King County courthouse,

Under consideration by the
Board of Freeholders will be a
preliminary draft of the King
County charter, on which the
board and its staff have been
workinv for the past seven
months, A second public hear-
ing has tentatively been set
for August 7.
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Split Ahead Among Freeholders
Over Charter Districting Plan?
Hopes that the 15-membe
r Board of Ki
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- So far, de iberations of the grou
begn accompl}shed without much pub%ic ngti}lzvf
:qthperhaps 1yx§erest—but that ended last week
v'ld -t};xe unveumg of a controversial plan to di-
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enough stom; to endanger (1) wnanimous ap-
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: ny o t_he hard-working board (who have pui
l::man estimated 150 man hours each on their
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[ charter's other provisions. B i
eral, including two freehold: he Vailer
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area, are sufficiently hostile to th i tH
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| verGiarter Distiicting Plad! 7 / ?r /Z .
‘Hopes that the 15-menthar Bodrd 6f King
1d erflwp in unanimous
.endorsemmniealittheifinal chantar draft to be sub-
smitted to tthe waters Novemitar 5 seem out the
window. Bo ‘.‘Ezt,(iiéi"sberaﬁom §f the group have

»been'accam}ﬂisheﬂ\without much public¢ notice—
and perhaps interest—but that ended last week
with the wnveilingof a controversial plan to di-
vide ‘the «county :into seven, .and perhaps nine,

commissioner.districts.

The matter gnwsed hot debate at last Wed-
nesday’s worksssssion, and could end up causing
enough .storm {0 endanger (1) unanimous ap-
proval:of “heir @fforts by the freeholders them-

selves, and’

(2):eventual approval of the electorate.

“Many -of ‘the fwardsworking board (who have put

in an :@stim
nonpaying job o @ate)

catedl 150 man hours each on their

are in agreement about

ymost :of the chatter’s other provisions. But sev-
.eral, includmgdwo freeholders from the Valley
ssrsa,:—m’essufﬁn’kamly hostile to the plan it could
become ‘A CALSE celebre within the board be-
tweenmow :and the time the charter is slated for
the balat The Board of County Commissioners
is schediiled o thave the final document before

it Septeniber®.
“The :tivaxgence of

views on the districting

phan swnveiked last Sunday in this newspaper
swas summredd wp jast week by Lyle Schneider,
Aubien mattosnay, and an Auburn automobile

desler, Howarld Bothel

1...8eid Schneider: “Jt

.. «couldend uge'beding one of the finest county char-

ters in‘the WS, .. .2
counties 4w @mim at!” .
»likeit!™. . L

national model for other

... Said Bothelk: “1 doq't i
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Frecholder Commiitee
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To ’F‘i?’# County Districis
7101 %

A fiveimember committee
of the Board of King Founty
Frecholders will be ap-
pointed i a day or Iwo to
draw up a new plan for di-
viding the county into nine
county - commissioner  dis-
tricts.

Chairman Richard R. Al-
brecht will appoint the five,
it was agreed last night at 2
meeting of the 15-member
poard. .

The freeholders already

have befere them redistrict- " °

- ing plans prepared by Raja-
nikant Yoshi, con sultant.
Joshi offered alternate
seven- and nine-district
plans. They were both
praised and criticized last
night.

Albrécht led a move fo :

keep redistricting within the
purview of the freeholders.
Simon wampold, vice
chairman, had suggested
that an indepeadent body do
the redistricting, with the
freeholders staying clear of
the %olitically sensitive mat-
ter and getting on with their
job of drafting 2 county-
charter proposal. .
Robert Eberle disagreed.

He said a charter without,

provision for mew commis-
sioner’ districts would be
jeopardized in the November
election.

Mrs. Douglas North, ab-
“sent from the meeting, seat
2 memorandum urging that

Y

the charter .prm_ude_ for nine

commissioners. Now there -

are three.

The first public hearing on
the proposed charter will be
at 7:30 p. m., July 3l in the
courthouse.

The freeholders approved
a charter provision that all
county construction projects
“shall be contracted out to
private firms, with the ex-
ception of road projects
valued at less than $15,000.
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/(ounly Charter
To Be Considered
Ax Public7 };,enring

The Blard_ot " King County
Freeholders Chairman. Richard
ATBTEcht. antiounced today that a
public hearing will be held by the
Board on July 31 at 7:30 pm in
room 402 of the King County
Courthouse.

Under consideration by the
Board of Freeholders will be a
preliminary draft of the King
County Charter, on which the
Board and its staff have been
working for the past seven months.
A second public hearing has
tentatively been set for August 7.

Further hearings will be held as
necessary to give all interested
citizens an opportunity to be heard.
Announcement of the time and
place for additional hearings will be
made later,

Copies of the Charter draft are
being distributed to interested
citizens and organizations. Copies
will aso be supplied to all libraries
inthe county.

The board will continue to meet
+ regularly, deliberating on proposed
changes to the draft. The
Freeholders expect to have the
Charter in final form early in
September so that it can be placed
on the November, 1968 ballot.

The next scheduled deliberating
session of the board will be on July
17 at 7:30 pm in room 402 of the
King County Courthouse. Ali
sessions of the board are open to

F 7 athpahlic
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t-.Loca! citizens will have 2

chance o alr their views on a
prelinvinaty &raly of 2 King
County home-rule charter,
which would vastly change
County goveramen:, at & July3)
pudlic hearing.

The hearings have heen ser

the board of freeholders,
elected Jast year to modernize
county govermment, for
%30 pm. in room 402 of the
King Coumy Courthous: in
jSeattle.
! A second public hearing has
“en announced® by freeholcer
shalrman Richard Albrecht
‘or T30 pm. Aug. 7 ar the.
. Pacific seience Center.

The preliminary charter
draft would divide the county
imo nire districts, with one
“county commissionarn elected
for each. Presemly there are

roved by

ree.
! The charter, if agg
{voters next November, would
(Take effect May 1; 1969,

Also elected would be the
COumRy assessor and a county
executive. The latter would be
the chief administrator. with the
nine~-member board of commis-
sioners being the legislative,
or policy making, " branch of

- government.
Freeholders are sull in the
- process of deciding what, if
:any, other county department
iheads should be elective. The
" ?reliminary charter draft calls
ifor appoiniment by the county

executive of achief administra-
Tdve officer, subject to board
1 of commissioner confirmation,
« The administrative officer
«;would hame non-elective de-
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partment and office heads, sub-
lect to approval of the county
execrrive.

The 1§ frechoiders ha
to decide the initia) i
missioner district boundarie
Under the preliminary d

resent commissioners weuld

able to serve out theirpres-
e terms, serving the now
commissioner districts {n
which they reside,

Called for s election of rew
comnissioners from the rew
districts, with voters of each
district electing its commis~
sioner. Presently the three-
member board: of commis-
siorers are **spread too thin,™”
each reprezenting too many
people. .

The preliminary charter
draft stipulates that commis-
sioner districts be reviewe
cach five years and, if thes
have become unev.n in popu
lation. redistricted. If county
commissiorers fail to redis.
trict within a specified rime
the county executive would pam:
a committee to recommend .
redistrieting plan X

Pay ' of the commissioner
wonld be suspended, pendin
enaciment of a redistrict
ordirance. if the commission
ers then failed to carry o
redistriciing, .

Set up urder the preliminar
charter draft would be a coun:
office of citizen complain
This office would have the pows
10 subpeena witnesses and doc
umens in order o investigat
and make recommerdations ¢
complaimts invelving  count
government. -

Also set up would be a boar
of appeals which would havest
final say, excepting for
COUrts. on appeals regardi:
zoning variances, [and use e
mits, ard property valuatio
set the assessor's of!

- A personnel system ai
at installation of 3 career en

Plove staff, free of rolitic
would te set up utder the e

Uminary charter draft.

3

-.at large. This would retain

v

. and opportunity for more
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_the publisher
~John L. Fournier

.Charter Dilemma i
.Faces Freeholders ...
-, King County freeholders
sare fa_cing the problen: of
-Satisfying thejr own ranks
.8 well as the rank and file
of the public in Preparing
8 niew charter. Thjs js no
r®asy task. Right now they
sare caught on the horns of a
dilemma from which they,
. 80 far, have been unable to
~EXtricate themselves,
. Frecholders have.more or
-less collectively agreed to a
~multiple unit seven or nine
. Member commissioner or
. legislative group. With it
;they have embraced the

ounty into seven or Rine
. districts. This, it seems, is
.Where the mistake is made,
... A quick logk at the pro-
posed redistricting gives
- evidence it wil} ot work
-very well. First of all, the
, districts ar

the immediate
is that they have |
signed on purely
boundaries. Thjs
e door to a total
TSY over redistriet.

‘ reaction
been de
political
opens th
-controve:

£00d government,

We believe it is not feas-
ible and certainly unwise to
[ty to redistriet bty
. &t this time. It appears tha
&1y such action would tend .
to be sell-defeating, .

We believe the freehold-
ers could best serve the
community by deferring or
-forgctting about redistriet.
ing; by leaving district
boundaries ag they are and

- electing two commissioners
from each distriet and one

boundaries as they are, if
Seven commissioners are -
agreed upon thijs division
-would give a better spread

representative government.
It has been found jn other
&reas where attempts were
made to obtain a new char.
ter of county government
that in some cases these
.efforts failed because vot.
215 had no choice. An anal.
8is of a recent charter
hich failed in Maryland
Jdicated  the proposals
1ould have been pPresented
I various segments similar
t the manner in which the
orward Thrust election
‘88 presented recently
ere inKing County.,
lt_x:s our belief that half »
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Five Kinz County Free-
holders ye-terday were
named to a subenmmittee
charged with draftinT a

holders MName |
Redistrict Group

day to include a nrw eounty
districting  plan with the
county charter prepaosal
- shick will be offered to vol
e.s in November. The new

propasal to redistrict King
oaniy.
CRic'hard Albrecht, Lyvnn-
wood chairman of the Frge—
holders, named the spocial
committee, He will serve as
its chairman. .
Others on the committee
are James O'Connor, Seat-
tle; Terry McKkonna and
\ James P. Curran, Kent;
L'nd Simon Wampold, Belle-

|
|

7 { i AG  roc
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';\'\-echoldcrs voted Mon-
R

«©

form of govermment provid-
ed by the charter would‘
give the county nine com-
missioners rather than the |
present three. . |
So the special committce ‘
will divide the county into |
pine districts. Albrecht sa}d :
he expected the commit- |
tee’s recommendations to
be presented fo the 15-mem- i
ber Frecholders board in
about two weeks. -
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ivided Freeholders May Seek

= '\.~e: o 1 ‘y
A g)n*{m’ltt/ee_of‘ King
County freeholders today

began - to~formulate 2 plan
county-commis-

for nine
stoner districts. .
Richard Aibrecht, chair-
man of {he Board of Free-
holders, :id the plan will be
ready before the end of next
week. .
Members of the committee
are James Curran, Keat;
\.Howard Bothell, Auburn;

Sy . . .
Yei Anéther Redistiict Plon

By VIRGINIA BUKNSIDE
Our County News Burean

Speculution mount.d at the
weckend that the trigger-hot
matter of dividing the county
into seven- or nine-man cummis-
sioner districts, now under con-
sideration by the Board of King
County Freeholders, may fail
for lack of a majority for either
plan.

The two proposals are due for
an in-depth look at a special
meeting of the body called for
tomorrow night at the King
County Courthouse at 7:30. The
meeting, while not a public
hearing, is open to the public.

Wednesday, with all four Val-
ley freeholders concurring, the
two plans were tabled until
members could, in the words of
Simon Wampold, vice chairman
of the board, have the opportu-
nity to digest the contents of the

, two controversial proposals.

Plans Described

As preparcd by a Sealtle
consultant, the county would be
divided into seven or nine com-
missioner districts, approxi-
mately equal in population, but
varying widely in economic and
political implications. The nine-
member plan (currently favored
by freehclders as the size of the
engrossed Board of King County
Commissioners) would cut the
Valley into two parts, with the
southern part of the Valley
comprising one commissioner
district extending from the
Pierce County boundary line on
the south to the Snohomish
County line on the north

Political implications of the
plan drew the most fire last.
week when Wampold charged
that either plan, if adopted,
would result in King County — a
county which he said had been
regarded as traditionally Demo-

cratic — becoming *“forever af-
ter Republican.”

“1 am not saying 1 want the
county divided in such a way as
to favor either party, but it
should at least be fair,” he
declared. He urged that both
county and state chairman of
each major political party be
solicited for their comments on
the impact of the two plans on
the political balance -in the
county. -

Concerned with the effect of
the two plans on Valley inter-
ests, Terry McKenna, Kent free-
holder, charged that neither
plan meets the needs of the
Valley where, he said, the ma-
jority of the county’s growth in
the next 10 years will occur. He
urged that neither the seven-nor
nine-man plan be included in the
new charter. :
Project Endangered

Acknowledging the explosive
nature of the proposals before

- them, most freeholders infor-

mally agreed that adoptiong
either plan could endanger seri-

-ously passage of the new char-

ter they have spent the last

seven months framing. Con-
siderable sentiment was ex-

-~ = pressed Wednesday to use the -

_ present three commissioner dis-
- tricts as a basis for electing nine

.commissioners and leave the
delicate task of districting the
jcounty until after 1971 — and
after the charter has been ap-
proved.

: Mrs, Lois North, Seattle free-
‘holder active in the legislative-
redistricting effort several
years ago, cautioned freehold-
ers if they want to involve
themselves in the actual draw-
ing of new commissioner-dis-
trict boundary lines, they well

ArIA ha at warl an tha nesdas

Simon Wampold, Bellevue,
and James O'Connor and Al-
brecht, both of Seattle.

They met today with Raja-
nikant Joshi, consultant who
drafted alternate plans for
seven and nine commis-
sioner districts. These were
found unacceptable by the
frecholders, although they
favor a nine-district plan.

Albrecht said the priuc1p_a1
objections to Joshi's nine-dis-

i qrict proposal are that it

! calls for one commissioner
district including the Kent
Valley and all of East King
County and does not put all
of Seattle’s central area in a
single district.

The frecholders intend to
include a plan for nine dis-
tricts in the county charter

-ithey are preparing. 2

Seattle, Wash.
U. District Herald
(Cir. W. 25,105)

JUL 24 1588
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Freeholders Set
Public Hearing

The Board of King County
Frecholders Chairman, Richard
Albrecht, announced today that a
public hearing will be held by the
board on July 31 at 7:30 p.m. in
room 402 of the King County
Courthouse.

Under consideration by the board
of Freeholders will be a

_preliminary draft of the King
County Charter, on which the board
and its staff have been working for
the past seven months. A second
public hearing has tentatively hgen
set for August 7. ]
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o : H, i
- - { Vote Unlikely"

r o
N - .
' | This Year
- /7 /
By HERB ROBINSON
Associnte Editor, The Times X

Although the City Council now has decided to
feave the fluoridation issuc up to the voters, there is
a strong likclihood that the gquestion will not reach
the ballot until sometime in 1969, . .

In June, a Council majority signified its intention
to enact a fluoridation ordinance with a 30-day “‘de-
faved action™ clause, to provide opponcals with an
opportunity to circulate referendum petitions before
the measure actually became law. . .

This weck, however, there was a surprise shift
in the positions of some Council mcrpbcrs and the
body voted 6 to 3 to place the question before the
electorate, an action that eliminated the necessity
for a referendum-petition campaiga. (For Times edi-
torial, sec Page 10.) .

In abandoning the fate of fluoridation to the
voters, the Council did not spell out the date for an
election. That is to be studied by a Council com-
mittee, and a decision made later.

Looking ahead, however, there is evidence that
Seattle voters will not have a chance to decide the
question in either the September 17 primary election
or the general election November 5.

The September primary would have been a log-
ical time, but because of technical reasons it is al-
ready too late to certify the measure to the Septem-
ber baliot. .

As to November 5, King County election officials
believe that the general-election ballot could well be
so crowded with other propositions, there would be
no room left on the voting machines for inclusion of
the fiuoridation question.

Edward J. Logan, county elections superin-
tendent, noted that 12 state-wide propositions—con-
stitutional amendments, bond issues and the like—
already are certain entries on the November baliot
and two state initiative proposals evidently have
received enough signatures to join the list,

Logan said two remaining ballot positions tenta-
tively have been “rescrved” for an expected Seattle
Schoo!l District special levy and for a proposed home-
rule charter now being written into final form by the
Board of County Frecholders.

Since we are practically ‘out of space’ on our
voting machincs,” Logzan said, “we have advised

the city of the situation and have tried to discour-
age them from seeking a fluoridation vote this fall.”

OUTLOOK: Under such circumstances, the flu-
oridation proposition normally would be put off until
the next municipal general election, scheduled in
November, 1989,

Yet opportunities .may develop for placing the
question on the ballot earlier than that. :

For example. if King Counly volers approve &
proposcd charter this fall, elcetions would be held
next February and March to select the officials
called for In the new document. The flueridation
issue could be attached to the same ballot, -

Similarly, there is a possibility that the Forward
Thrust organization may submit new propositions to
the voters sometime next spring, after adjournment
of the 1969 Legislature.

Whatever course is decided upon—and unless
fluoridation somehow could be ‘“squeezed” onto No-
vember's ballot—it appears the matter now will go
into limbo for at least six months.

a5

Notes ond Comment

© In light of predictions that Lady Bird Johnson's
campaign to regulate outdoor advertising along the na-
tions highways is near extinction, Washington State’s own
billboard-control law assumes even greater significance.
The federal control program reportedly is in trouble be-
cause of Vietnam war costs, intensive lobhying and other
pressures. The state Jaw still faces a challenge in the
federal courts . .. -

® This week's episode in the King County jail atop -
the Courthouse provided a new argument for completion |
of the Courthouse remadeling project. The escape of four -
prisoners became possible partly because of security
weaknesses created bv the renovation work. Part of the
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Ceunty Charter

To Be Considered

At Public H2aring
N IR Ay:

The Board /oI 'Klng/ County
Freeholders * Chairman,  Richard
Albrechi;"announced today that a
pubiic hearing will be held by the
Board on July 31 at 7:30 pm in
room 402 of the King County
Courthouse.

Under consideration by the
Board of Frecholders will be a
preliminary draft of the King
County Charter. on which the
Board and its stafi have been
wotking for the past seven months.

A second public heanng has
tentatively been set for August 7.

Further heanngs will be held as*

tiecessany 1o give all interested
citizens an opportunity to be heard.
Announcement of the time and
Pplace for additionat hearings will be
made later

Copies of the Charter draft are
being distributed to interested
citzens and organizauons. Copies
will also be suppled to all hibraries
in the county.

The board will continue to meet
regularly, deliberaung on proposed
changes to the draft The
Frecholders expect to have the
Charter n final form early in
September so that it can be placed
on the November. 1958 baltot.

The next scheduled deliberating
session of the board will be on July
17 at 7:30 pm 10 room 402 of the
King County Courthouse. All
sessions of the board are open to

7 the public.

I

Seattle, Wash,

Cir. ite Center News

JUL 24 1959

;.q”tll’t r.C.B.

5,862 Pajd 7,758 Free)

Lot 13xs

Charter
Heori
July 3

iy
The !So:f_r_d of King County
Freeholders "will hold 1ee
first public Learing on a
ch.xrler for the county on
\Sudr!vsda.\'. July 31. The
meeting will start at 7:30
p.m. in room 102 of the King
County Court I use.
The preliminary draft of
the churter will be open to
puhli‘(- discussions at the
heurings. A sccond is sched.
uled for Wednesday . Aug. 5.
The Bourd of Freehalders
and staff have been drawing
up the first charter for King
Courty for the pasi seven
months.
They expect to have the

yle

i

Ln S(l-p(embcr so that it can
€ pluced on the Novemb
1968 batlot. e

I

!

charter in final form early *
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By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE  County *‘forever Republican.”
Our County News Bureau “If we accept either of these
The controversial plans before Plans (which he’s put together
the King County Board of Free--like a mathernetician) without
holders drawing up a new char- ma'kmg the study ourselves,
ter which would divide thelWe're endangering the charter,”
county into a seven- or nine-man Wampold emphasized. “We've
commissioner district went back labored too hard . . . too long . . .

to the drawing board Monday.and too well to sacrifice our
night. |efforts to the proposals of a

consultant.”
Only this™ time freeholders'

decided to do it themselves. Job Is ‘Explosive, Important’
The actions, approved by the = Wampold labeled the district-
three" Valley frecholders who ing proposals as not only the
attended the meceting, came Most explosive matter to be
after a lengthy debate at which considered by the freeholders,
a series of counterproposals but the most important.
were offered to the group . . . Others likewise expressed
only to be withdrawn. concern, including Kent Attor-
Throughout the meeting there n]ey aljar‘r‘lles Cgirran, _wth% t(}i];
was little sentiment in favor of fh?r’;; bas g%rtrtlen si?lg)gotll?eerealm
popning the diing Job SRS L 10 e
proved. Most felt freeholders Uted to anything but dissention.

; 1 don’t like political leaders
’ ;t;ggzga&:% tgi Jt%be tg::il: e})\;e.?é calling ‘wolf’ before they know a

; wolf is in the woods.” Curran
.mpqe-'m an board of county com- referred to an analysis submit-
TAISSIONErs. ted by Wampold by Democratic

Before the decision was County Chairman Jeannette Wil-
'reached, both districting plans liamsin which she said either
drawn by Board Consultant Ra- plan would lead to five Republi-
jan ikant N. Joshi came in for can districts controlling King
extensive criticism, paricularly County.
from Simon Wampold, vice Aside from the political objec-
chairman of the group, who'tions to the two plans, most
charged that the districts pro- criticism was voiced to the
posed by Joshi would make King jnequities posed by the propos-

@

Q\\_j

u[?ﬂgﬂggﬂ

als to South King County inter-
ests — particularly the Valley
area.

Noting that most complaints
about the two proposals came
from the South County area,
Chairman Richard Albrecht, la-
beling them legitimate ones,
declared he saw “no way to
make everyone happy, but we
can attempt to make as many
persons happy with our work as
pessible.”

Commitiee Approach Favored

An alternate plan drawn and
submitted to the freeholders by
Albrecht was withdrawn when it
became apparent the majority
favored appointment of a sub-
committee to redraw the lines
ar.d submit them to the freehold-
ers at a later meeting.

The decision was spurred by
Robert Eberle, 7th District
congressional candidate, who
accused the group of “not want-
ing to draw district lines be-
cause you want to fool people . .
. just like in the stadium situa-
tion.”

Opposition to deferring the
districting or placing it In the
hands of another body was also
expressed by Curran who said
he felt that ‘‘unincorporated
areas ought to have sormtething
to say about what's done in
areas like mine without leaving

QUNY

that decision up to some blue- :

ribbon committee from Seattle’s
central area. .

Also opposed to deferring the
districting was Auburn Free-
holder Howard Bothell, who told
board members they were
charged with trying to make
county government more re-
sponsive to the wishes of the
people. “In view of the fact
neither of the plans before us

does that, I believe we should go

ahead and
oursevles.”

Time Is Running Short
Although board members are
in apparent agreement they
should attempt to do the district-
ing job themselves, observers
noted little concern Monday
night for the time element in-
volved in their critical decision.

With a public hearing on the
neariy complete charter sched-
uled for next Wednesday night
at 7:30 in the King County
Courthouse, and the deadline to
finish the document in time to
place it on the November ballot
challenging their efforts, free-
holders could become snarled in
their own inability to draw a
plan that would please all mem-

do the

But as of last Monday night,

they agree to try.

job

15
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S ATT X
- Charter Dilemma |
_Faces Freeholders -- ;
~ King County freeholders
.are facing the problen: of

NS
. L“_....;,..‘.L *

" Opinion

v “satisfying their own ranks _
as well as the rank and file "

-of the public in preparing
a new charter. This is no
_easy task. Right now they
“are caught on the horns of a
dilemma from which they, :
_so far, have been unable to
‘extricate themselves.
- -Freeholders have more or
less collectively agreed to a
‘multiple unit seven or nine
member commissioner or
legislative group. With it
they have embraced the
concept of dividing the
county into seven or nine
districts. This, it seems, is
where the mistake is made.
..A quick look at the pro-’
posed redistricting gives
evidence it will not work
.. very well. First of all, the
districts are not suitable
geographically nor . politi-
tally — and the immediate
. reaction is that they have
been designed on pursly
political boundaries. This
. opens the door to a total
controversy over redistriet-
ing rather than a direct ap-

Cisdsd

groqch to the problem of -

3 i'-‘_'t'.

By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE

Our County News Bureau
Speculation mounted at the
weekend that the trigger-hot
matter of dividing the county
into seven- or nine-man commis-

. sioner districts, now under con-
. sideration by the Board of King
' County Freeholders, may fail
- for lack of a majority for either

plan.

The two proposals are due for
an in-depth look at a special
meeting of the body called for
tomorrow night at the King

. County Courthouse at 7:30. The

meeting, while not a public
hearing, is open to the public.

Wednesday, with all four Val-
ley freeholders concurring, the
two plans were tabled until
members could, in the words of
Simon Wampold, vice chairman
of the board, have the opportu-
nity to digest the contents of the
two controversial proposals.

1

Plans Described

As prepared by a Seattle
consultant, the county would be
divided into seven or nine com-
missioner districts, approxi-
mately equal in population, but
varying widely in economic and
political implications. The nine-
member plan (currently favored
by frecholders as the size of the
engrossed Board of King County
Commissioners) would cut the
Valley into two parts, with the
southern part of the Valley
comprising one commissioner

district extending from the

Pierce County boundary line on

the south to the Snohomish

County line on the north
Political implications of the

plan drew the most fire last.

week when Wampold charged
that either plan, if adopted,
would result in King County —a
county which he said had been
regarded as traditionally Demo-
~ e

e ¥

cratic — becoming “forever af-
ter Republican.”

“] am not saying 1 want the
county divided in such a way as
to favor either party, but it
should at least be fair,” he
declared. He urged that both
county and state chairman of
each major political party be
solicited for their comments on
the impact of the two plans on
the political balance in the
county. - = | ’

Concerned with the effect of
the two plans on Valley inter-
ests, Terry McKenna, Kent free-
holder, charged that neither
plan meets the needs of the
Valley where, he said, the ma-
jority of the county’s growth in -
the next 10 years will occur. He
urged that neither the seven-nor
nine-man plan be included in the
new charter.

Project Endangered

Acknowledging the explosive
nature of the proposals before

“them, most freeholders infor-

:mally agreed that adoptiong

. either plan could endanger seri-

-ously passage of the new char-
:ter they have spent the last
.seven months framing. Con-
-siderable sentiment was ex-
‘pressed Wednesday to use the
“present three commissioner dis-
-tricts as a basis for electing nine
commissioners and leave the
‘delicate task of districting the
ccounty until after 1971 — and
after the charter has been ap-
Jproved.
: Mrs. Lois North, Seattle free-
iholder active in the legislative-
iredistricting effort several
iyears ago, cautioned freehold-
.ers if they want to involve
.themselves in the actual draw-
;ing of new commissioner-dis-
‘trict boundary lines, they wel
‘could be at work on the project
until December before reaching
agreement . . . if then. That
charter is slated to go to the
voters Novémber 5.

Earlier, several Valley free-
-holders expressed displeasure
with either plan. From their
remarks, and the off-the-record
comments of others, it seems
“clear that pressures — political
and otherwise —could cause
both plans to be scuttled before
 the first public hearing on the
new charter July 31. A second
1 hearing has been scheduled for
" August 7 at Seattle Center, after
which time the freeholders will
puf the final fouches on the

15 Sdocument that now — except for

the controverisal districting
plan — is approaching final
form.



77 We believe it is not feas- ' : iy
“ible and certainly unwise to 4
try to redistrict the county
at this time. It appears that
any such action would tend ) . . A !
to be self-defeating. T * ) R . i
- We believe the freehold- . ;
ers could best serve the ;
‘community by deferring or

forgetting about redistrict-

ing; by leaving district

boundaries as they are and .

electing two commissioners . ‘ s
from each district and one

at large. This would retain

boundaries as they are, if .
seven commissioners are : ’ -
agreed upon this division } ’ . . . - :
would give a better spread : &
and opportunity for more |
representative government.

.- It has been found in other
areas where attempts were -

. made to obtain a new char- ) ] g
ter of county government _ T -t
that in some cases these SR
~ efforts failed because vot- S , L
- ers had no choice. An anal- IR

"ysis of a recent charter
-which failed in Maryland -
indicated the proposals !
should have been presented .

_\:n various segments similar -

o the manner in which the | .
Forward Thrust election L . , N
was presented recently | S
here in King County. i ' ’ S
--It is our belief that halfa : . ]
loaf is better than none, and : . ’ : 2
that the freeholders should ; ' : ; !
break down the charter :

proposals into several sig- o
nificant areas and allow E ' ’
voters an opportunity to ) A :

_ make a choice. ’ S ' U
“Such an action may at '
least provide a stepping .

_ stone toward the total pat- ‘ )
tern of good government :
and any areas in which the
voters should dissent may <

,be brought up at a later
date. There is the potential,
then, that a good share of
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Last week the preliminary
working draft of the proposed
*home rule’’ charter for King
County was issued tointerested
citizens by the Board of Free-
holders,

The 15 Freeholders have been
studying various types of county
governments throughout the na-
tion, and, onoccasion, have used
public hearings as sounding
boards, in ordsr to find out
what would be desirable in the
new charter. ’

It is now apparent that *'work-
ing draft’* it will be...because
changes fn the first writing are
starting before the ink {s hardly
dry on the 4l-page document.

New Charter Gets Favorable Reaction

However, L. Joe Miller,Bel- !

levue's city manager and cer-
tainly the most qualified manin
this area to speak out on the
{nitial charter draft, was enthu-
sfastic about the work of the
Freeholders.

“On the whole, It is well
done,’”* Miller said, ‘'a well-

written charter.*” i

With exceptions, of course.

The Bellevue city manager
expressed concern about a 45-
day waiting period before county
ordinances would become ef-
fective, and questioned the
referendum section whichwould
allow 10% of the county voters
to petition the commissioners
directly.

A critic of the elected county
executlve, he labeled as a good
**second best” the appointment
of a qualified county admini-
gtrator. On the other hand, he
liked the veto provision of the
charter, with its override by a
six commissioner vote.

When asked about the
suggested nine commissioner
district plan he had this to say:

*] think it is a dangerous
shattering of the area...will lead
to too much **log rolling’’...and
invites urban-rural competi-
tion, of which there is toomuch
already.”

The zoning provisions were
excellent, according to Miller,

Simon Wampold, Bellevue at-
torney who is the only Free-

_holder representing this dis-
trict, has played a key role in
the drafting of the preliminary
charter. His presentconcernis
the redistricting of the county,
and how to make the nine com-
missioner districts reflect the
intent of the charter under
articlcs six, section 630, which
plainly states that the district
will ke drawn up approximately
equal jopulation, and, as Wam-*
pold puts it, of common socfal
and econornic interests aswell.

Two hearings on this working
draft have already been sched-
uled by the Freeholder Board,
for next Wednesday evening at
7:30 p.m., room 402 of the King
County Courthouse, and again
the following Wedresday, same
time, at the Pacific Science

!Center's Eames Theatre, Fur-

" ther haariprgs will be scheduled

counte

" FREEHOLDER COMMITTE

E WILL OVERHAUL MAP

This map shows how the Bellevue area (2) would fare in the redistricting of King County’s com-
missioner districts under the new county charter as presented by the Board of Freeholders, This
tenative map will undoubtably undergo a number of changes, however, before the districts are

finalized,

as necessary,'‘togiveeveryone
an opportunity to be heard’’ as
to their thinking on this first
draft of the new charter.

Next week The American will
carry a condensed article ex-
plaining the first three articles
of the charter, dealing princi-
pally with the legislative and
executive branches of the
proposed county government,
how they will be elected and
appointed, thelr terms of office,
powers, and how, under the new
systern, the two branches will
compliment each other and act
as a check and balance system,
compared with the three com-
missioner system now govern-
ing King County.

Under the nine commissioner
districting plan outlined in the
working draft of the new King
County home rule charter, the
district dominated by Bellevue
would have a population of about
135,000 persons, representing
about 11.36% of the total county
population.

District 2 would be repre~
sented on the board of commis~
sioners by a man elected from
this area for a four year term
in 197t. The districts would
come under commissioner
studles every five years, would
ba adjusted as to size, shape:
and population in order to keep |

them equal, under article six;

of the charter.

A five man committee frem
the Board of King County Fres-
holders is now studying the
redistricting, and met for the
first dme Wednesday morning.
Simon Wampold of Bellevue is
serving on this committee,
along with Richard Abrecht,
chairman of the 15-Freeholders
board, James N. 0O'Connor,
Terry McKenna and Jim Kern.
This committze will report
thelr decisions to the Freei
holders and to the public at ong
¢f the hearings, probably some=
time in August.

’ ».
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~ Frecholders

Drafting of 2 governmental charter
for King County by the Board of Free-
holders hus become femporarily
snagged on the issue of legislative dis-
trict houndry lines.

The frecholders’ impasse is hardly
surprising, for even if a legislative ap-
portionment plan were drafted in heav-
en there would be dissatisfied detrac-
tors.who would question its divinity.

A few of the freeholders have pro-
posed ducking the issue, leaving final

determination of county commisstoner:

boundaries up to the nine commission-
ers to he elected under the ?.ocomom
charter, for fear of generating a contro-
versy that could kil the charter itsell.

Freeholders’ chairman Richard R.
Albrecht insists that failure of the free-
holderstodesignate boundaries of
representation prior to this November's
vole on the charter would be “an abdi-
cation of our responsibility” and we
agree,

When eounty volers consider the
charter at the polls they are entitled to
know how the peographic lines of
representation initially will be drawn.

The Board of Freeholders is nomi-
nally a non-partisan hody, far hetler

YL T adn e eaneanahly pauilable

ust Do the Job

newly elected partisan commissioners,
whose natural proclivity will be to cre-
ate districts designed to insure that
they remain in office.

As for the reported comment of
King Countv Democratic Central Com-
mittee Chairman Jeanetie Williams
that the apportionment plans now un-
der consideration would make the coun-
ty ‘“forever Republican,” it should be
noted that the proposed charter calls
for automatic re-districting every five
years to remove incquities caused by

“population shifls. This should guaran-
tee that the county becomes neither Re- .

publican nor Democratic forever.

THE FREEHOLDERS may not he
able to produce a perfect apportion-
ment plan, but then perfection is &
rather subjective commaodity, particu-

larly in the arca of legislative appor-

tionment.

Our recommendation is for the free-
holders to seitle upon a reasonable plan
in the spirit of compromise and then to
engage in a united effort to sell it and
the charter to the clee! nrate. Prolonged
hickering over how o TY lines could

undo the work all o the [recholders
- PR | I NP FO% 1Y

Seattle, Wash.
Woest Seattle Herald
(Cir. W. 24,000}
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t Freeholders Regort
" The ‘““Working Draft” chart-
- er of the board of King County
. Frecholders will be presented
to the citizens of King County
for the first time at a public
hearing July 31 at 7:30 p.m. in

room 402 of the King County
Courthouse, wu \ s\ .\.‘u
AY

been announced by frecholder
chairman, Richard Albrecht,
for Wednesday, August 7, at
the Pacific Science <Center's

A second public hearing has}

m

Ames Theatre, at 7:30 p.m.

p——— vy

!
On Drafted Charter
The public will have an op-
portunity to attend either hear-

ing and present their views of
the proposed charter.

Any citizen who wishes a copy
of the draft may call the free-
holder office at MA 3-5536.

Copies will also be available
at the July 31 and August 7
cetings.

AU W i e ¢
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BY LARRY M-CARTEN
P-1 Staft

TACOMA — The Tacoma
City Council met as usual
: Tuesday night. Underlme

“as usual.”

It’s the best all- around
tragi-comedy in the Pacific
Northwest, headlined by
Mayor A. L. Rasmussen
and a supporting cast of
eight.

It plays every Tuesday to
a full house and admission
is free.

ONE AI'TERNOON, eve-
ning, night and next morn-
ing last spring the anter-
tainment spanned nine
hours and 20 minutes. Ras-
mussen and the council
Tuesday night seemed bent
on as long aone-night
stand.

But the curtain dropped

- after only four hours and 45
minutes.

The first act was “MIN-
UTES.”

It took the council only a
half-hour to decide that a

_ change in the minutes of
two previous meetings
should be called an adden-
dum, not an amendment.

acoma Council

IO %j

ACT 1I: THE RISE AND
FALL OF P 0 LICE MO-
RALE.

The council sped through
this epic in 90 minutes.

The question: Should the
requirement that new Taco-
ma policemen be hizh
school graduates be amnnd-
ed?

The proposal was to ac-
cept a passing grade on the
General Education Develop-
ment (GED) test in lieu of
a high school diploma.

A couple of councilmen,
the head of the police union
and others said use of the

GED test would lower the’
morale of officers who had -

to complete high school to
get on the force.
Conversely, they added,

morale would tend to rise,

with the educational level
of policemen.

Several other councilmen
said passing the GED test
might indicate “higher mo-
tivation.”

Ending: Catch the act in
two weel\s — the issue was
pul over until then,

ACT III: RATS.

Rasmussen said Taco-
ma's rat infestation is the
worst in 23 years. He asked

| ~enebrplesiin. |

@/’)
i/

&P

&n

| ~peczare |

éfaf“‘a' ﬂ /\@as

his arch foe, City Manager
David Rowlands, what he
was doing about it.

The mayor mentioned bu-
bonic plague.

Rowlands said the RATi-
cation program was pro-
ceeding and federal funds
may come soon to end the
battle.

ACT IV: GAG RULE.
This was the act where the
mayor uttered that immor-
tal line:

“It all depends on whose
nit you're picking, Mr.
(Deputy Mayor W. G.)
Bott.”

The piece de resistance
was the letter sent in by
L},Ie Green, who wanted to
praise Rowlands Rasmus-

- - -

sen had been tipped off that
Green had not personaliy
signed the letler as re-
quired by Council rules.

RASMUSSEN declared he
had not voted for the “gag

rule” but refused to let
Green speak.

Counciiman C. M. Johu-
son appealed the ruling and
the Council voted five to
-four to let Green speak, af-
ter only 30 minutes of wran-
gling.

Green presented pehtlons

signed by 1,728 persaons,
praising Rowlands and urg-
ing he be retained as city
‘manager,

Rasmussen’s exit line: “I
didn’t know anybody was
bemc' fired.”
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” City Affairs
Planners Agree Cenfer Is

“Probably Best’ Stadium Sife
City%?gni'r{'z ZOmmissiom iz“w‘ T :w': o
ers agreed yesterday that

VULl Z3Y, DY
the Seattle Center area Wwyz)

“probably” is the best place ; JUL 28
for a proposed dome sta—! 1968
dium. b Allen’s pce. ™ o sss

The planners—whose re-
port is going to the state Sta-
dium Commission -~ recom- -
mended that no final site de-
cision be made until more in-
formation is available.

The Planning Commis-
sion’s report did not consider
- cost and took into considera-
tion only “the basic planning

L
Ornbudsman .

Needed Now

. 1w

L criteria.” . [ i Rocrints GRGELE TS
l Missing information ele- . . . :
" ments include: When most political candidates indorse a con-

2. A design study and cost ;rsovs.rs]i(elalriéiea i'rtl the htehat .of_.camp?igningkz;nd'jgst
analysis of a “true multi- quickly drop it once they win seats, you know the
e stadium facility” idea must have considerable merit.
gsgg:res fvi&m[h: cpm};osgg So it is with the ombudsman issue, which has
rmulti-sports facility Peien blossoming regularly atlcampaign time and
LT alling to seed Just as regularly immediately after
2. An analysyis of the ex- election day. e

tent to which present down- A . . e
town parking Facilities, cou- Why is it? Very simple. Politicians are actually

pled with the present mono- afraid of the ombudsman idea because it is one of
rail, could substitute for the the most potent weapons yet devised by the little
additional parking facilities guy to fight big government. . .
needed for the stadium were I have been writing =bout it from time to time
the Seattle Center site cho-  for several years. So have others. But it “gets lost”
sen. on schedule as soon as the public lets down its
3. An analysis of the extent guard. - . .
to which expected traffic o .
congestion at the Center site, IT WAS REPORTED earlier this year by one of
"‘:S“t‘;‘"g {"c’j'i“mmalslr. %‘;E“I:S the news services that an ombudsman bill had been
B dlod oA olr%-rang: introduced in at least 40 of the 50 state legislatures,
_ basis through methods simi- including Washington's, within the past two years —
s and that not one of them had passed an adequate

lar to those used for football
games at the University of
Washington stadium. )
4. An analysis of the extent
to which estimated costs of

bill. California has come the closest; the issue is
still pending there. :

’ An ombudsman has been under consideration
by the Freeholders framing a new King County
providing adequate access to Charter, but I'll lay you odds it never gets past the
a Seattle Center site include recommendation stage. When the politicos get hold

" the costs of projects already of it, the issue will slip mysteriously but quickly

proposed and which would from sight. -
be necessaty to relieve traf- Why the deathly fear of an ombudsman by of-
fic congestion already exist- ficeholders? :
- ing in the Center vicinity. Listen to this from Alfred Bexelius, ombudsman *
The report adopted by the ¢ gu-oden “the first country to adopt the system . ’ 15¢

Planning Commission was

drafted by a special commit- (back in 1809!): . :
. tee of which Peter Best was “The ombudsman cannot be concerned about

chairman and Stephen Rich- - his popularity. It is no secret that high officials in .|
ardson and Lyle Wilson were Sweden — all of them — disiike the ombudsman.
. members._ __ _They say he is always interfering in thirgs he




FREEHOLDERS — King "~

County~Trenoiders, who are
drafting a county charter,
were asked by the City Plan-
ning Commission to include
in the charter a provision
calling for the coordination
of plannng activities be-
tween the county and munic-
ipalities within the county,
including Seattle.

TELEVISION—Officials of
two television stations,
KOMOQ 2nd KING, met with
the planning group to speak
against the city's allowing
any high-rise apartment
houses on the top of Queen
Anne Hill where television

towers are situated,

S~ .. - . - 13

-

doesn’t know anytlung abou:, ahd taat they couid do
their jobs better if he would stop meddiing, and so
on, -

“But all their grumbling doesn’t mean a thing.
Everyvbedy knows that it is necessary to have an
ombudsman.'’

IT COULD BE SAID with humorous logie that

after 158 vears of living under an ombudsman, only -

the public likes the idra in Sweden.

Al the other Scandinavian countries have had
ombudsmen for many years. So have West Ger-
many, England and New Zealand. Canada is close
to adoption of the system. foo, but is experiencing
some of the friction legislatures have seen in this
country. )

What is needed in the United Stales is for the
public to rise on its collective muscle and demand
the establishment of ombudsmen — on the state lev-
el, on the county level and on the city level.

The need grows by the month as government

, puifs itself into a bigger and more cumbersome pos-

ture,
ONE NOTAELE SCHOLAR on the issue, Profes-

sor Frank E. Cooper of the University of Michigan

Law School, explained it this way:

‘., . There have been created scores of admin- -

istrative agencies to carry out the rapidly mush-
rooming regulatory programs. -The result has been
that in some respects the agencies have to a sub-
stantial extent displaced the legislatures and the
courts in the actual operation of state government.”

Professor Cooper points out that only a trickle
of citizen-versus-state cases are decided in court un-
der prescribed rules compared to the millions of
decisions made by agencies against citizen inter-
ests. And all but a_few of those decisions are ever
taken to court for review. Most citizen gripes can-
not be taken to court.

John Q. simply has no recourse—or he carnnot
afford to make a legal issue of a point that will cost
him more in fees than what he has to gain.

THAT'S WHERE the ombudsman comes in. He
is, as the Swedish term translates, the “agent of
Justice”” for the ordinary citizen. He has power to go
through any public door {o get answers to a com-
plaint. He cannct be intimidated by any public offi-
cial because he is not subservient to anvone but the
public. :

In the nations using the system, the ombuds-
man is chosen by the parliament or legislature
from that group of men that is available to every
free country — those retired statesmen and govern-
ment leaders whose entire active lives have been a
testimonial to their honesty and ability.

For example, a retired judge with a brilliant re-
cord would be a superior candidate — as Bexelius
was in Sweden. He could be a former head of stafe,
2 governor, a mayor, a private businessman who
has shown exemplary skill as an administrator.

Above all, he must be a man or woman who has
indicated he has nothing personal o gain from the
position and no axes {0 grind. Such men are in
abundance. T can think of several who would make

excellent ombudsmen for {he state, the county and

the city.

WHAT DOES THE ombudsman do? Professor
Cooper enumerates: -

“Creation of the office would provide an effec-
tive means for examining. on behalf of citizens and
of the legislature, instances of maladministration by
public officials, The means would include

“1. The power to discover the policies followed
by the agencies and the details of their operating
methods. -
.. "2, The duty to form an opiuion as to the valid-
ity of charges that an agency’s powers were being
abused, misused or nnt used.

. “'3. The privilege of consulting with agency offi-
cials, urging upon them the desirability of amend-
ing their niles or changing their procedures.

“1, The right to publish {indings, criiicizing or
reprimanding administrative officials whose per-
formance fails 10 mcet desirable standards.

. “5. The power fo make official recommenda-
tions to {he state jecislafure (or city council) for
remedial Jegislation.” .

What are we waiting for?
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Boundaries  astablished
for the prc-~-ed, nine-
county- .commi: “~ner  dis-
triets in a counly charter
being drafted by the
Board of Freeholders are
outlined in this map. Dis-
tricts 5 {Seaftle central
area), & [Renton, Maple
Valley, Tukwila, Mercer
Island, Newport Hills}, 7
(West Seattle and White

Center) and ¢ [Kent, Au-

burn, Enumclaw, Federal
Way) are considered Dem-
ocratic. Districts 3 [Green
Lake, University and Sand
Point), 4 (Ballard, Magno-
lia, Queen Anne), 2 (Belle-
vue, Kirkland, Redmond,
lssaquah), and 8 {Norman-
dy Park, Burien, Vashon
Island) are considered Re-
publican, District | {Shore-
line and Bothell) is consid-
ered a swing district. The
population range is from

129,400 in District & to

L_l36,700 in District 3.
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the benefit of any elected county
official.

Of the presently elected officials
whose function can be alieted
wnder home rule ammendment {0
the state constitution, only the
assessor would still be elected. and
he would be elected on 2 parusan
baBot. s olfice is further onace

"i
f Freakiniders
autonomous by exeinpung four of
his deputies from the persunnel
rules applying to other county
employecs
The home rule ammendment
specilically prevents the
Freeholders from making any
change in the offices of the county
superintendent  of schools. Lhe
prosecutor, the Supenior Court

who will be elecied in 0dd:
nurbered years while other county
ollicers will be clected in even
pumbered yean

The presently elected offictals
whose posts will be eliminated
would be allowed to serve the
remainder of their terms in some
other capacity for the county st
their present salarics so the county
will not be deprived of their
valusble experience during the
sransition period o the new form of

. Sooimle, Wosh.,
Shopping News
(Clr. 2xW. 131,000)

AUG 11568

Jedges, ot the Justioes of the peace.

No pressatly elected official
would be probibited from ewnsing
for any elective office auder the
sew Coartel.

Panning and 2oming would be
done by a line department in the
executive branch of the county
government. Recommendations for
rezoning would be heard by the

Al v.co.  Em.188s

-

ASCeeven.

King - -

(EDITOR'S °~ R
the Bhtb ig a series on Ring Coun
Freebolders and their efforts w
draw up 1 satisfactory county
eharter to be presented to the vot-
ers for their approval. The writer
& officlal observer for the League
of Women Voters of Seattle at the
Freeholdens® mdnm.)a / f/ 7

BY MRS. EVELYN AMYES
A dralt of the proposed King
County Charter has been printed
and mailed to nearly 1,000 persons
and organizations expressing
Interest in receiving it. This
aBlowed a week for preparation of
comments before the first public
bearing, scheduled lor last evening
tn the King County Courthouse.
A second public hearing will be
beld the evening of Wednesday,
Aug. 7, possibly at the Eames
Theater, Seattle Center. A third
will be held if pudlic response
warmants.
Revisions may stiil be made s
the charter, but the tinal draft for
‘ the proposed charter must be
completed and certified by Sept. §
for the Nov. S ballot.

The preliminary draft of the King
. County charter is reasonably basic

and brief. This dralt established the
county's right to employ all home
rule provisions the state has
granted or will grant in the future.
. It groups the services of the

county into departments by logical
function. It establishes 2 strong
executive to administer a unified
program and plan 2 un:fied budget.
It blishes & L of

l‘,‘" f"l RS .';,‘

pass budget appropriations but
would not administer. They would
also carry oh some of the functions
presently handied by independent
boards

The county legislature would also
appoint an auditor whose dulies
would be the financial post- audit
function (where the money went).
Audits will continue to be done by
the state auditor as required by
general law. Contro! of the county
suditor will be ome way the
legislature will balance the powers
given to the executive.

The provisional charter provides
for » siogle chie! execotive o be
ealled the county executive, and to
be elected by the county at large in
» partisan election for 8 four- year
term at ap inltial salary of at least
ope and one- half times that of the
Tegislatory.

He would be granted all the
executive powers of the county, and
would appoint a prolessional
administrator to assist him. He
would also have power to appoint
and remove all non-elected d¢
partment heads, subject to legls
lative approval.

He would be given the power of
veto of ordinary statutes, though
his veto could be overridden by a8
voe of 7 of the § comumissioners.
He would prepare a unified budget
reflectung the county program fot
the year. but specifying major
expenditures by specific Line item.

Under the county administrator
would be the offices of budgets and
accounts, of personnel, of daa

cammissioners o re'yresem the
diverse interests o! the people i
mine areas of the county, ugd

Lo of county propesty. and
of purchasing. .
Line departments in the

P g for
redistricting if. in the future, the
population of the districts expands
onevenly.

A personnel system based o
merit and avoiding political spoils
5 established. Ap “ethics Io

Branch woald be the
Departments of Public Viorks and
Transportation, of Public Safety, of
Public Healtd and Wellare, of
Records and Elections, of Finance,
of Parks and Commanity Senvices,
of Planoing, of Buildings, of

& B {1
sod requlring disclosure of sources
of campalgn funds s inciuded, and
measures  probibidag conflcts of
financlal interest of officers of the
gounty in sale of purchase of county
property of services.

The tentative charter includes a
measure allowing cooperation and
contracling between King County
ard other agencies of government
within or outside the county. This
looks loward regional cooperati

and of Judicid
Administration.

“This is designed to accomplish a
Jogical, understandable, and
functional grouping of the presently
diversified and fragmented county
activities.

A five member personnel board
would be responsible for
establishing personnel rules,
including rules concerning the

i and J of

in solving of area-wide problems.
This draft includes a means of

IFplicanB. and their training and
a_pprentlcuhlp. A non-

adding,

clause is included in

g or
county departments by acts of the
county tegistature {commissioners).
1t includes the right of citizens to
yse the initiative and referendum
0 accomplish county legistation. It
includes a citizen complain? bureau
1o Increase county Foipoasiveress
1o citizens, and a service burcay to
help citizens find their way through
the maze of modern g

I

the policy. The rules proposed by

_the board would be adopted of

rejected without change by the
legislature.

Salaries would be established on
» parity with other goveramental
30d private eruployers in this area.
*Flower funds” would be
prevented by probibiiing soy

By these measures pew and
* expanded powers are graoted to the
ecounty to deal with lts increasing
probiems without the need 10 walt
for specific svthorization from the
state legislature.

The County legislature
established by the charter would be
a full- time, nine member group of
commissioners, nominated and
elected in partisan campaigns from
single— member districts for
staggered four year terms. This
Increase in representation was
requested by several organizations
appearing at (e public hearings.

Communities outside Seattle had
expressed at those meetings a need
for representatives within county
government responsive to them as

larger central city. The new
commissioners would legislate and

well a5 to the over-whelmingly

by any employee to
_ {Continued to Page 5)

i

¢
'

commissioners, and adopted by
ordirance or rejected.

Appeals {romn gezoning decisions
would go directly to the courts. A
board of appeals would be
esbiblished to hear the cases pow
going belore
equalization, the board of
adjustmeat, and sny athar type of
appeals procedure that may be

the board of.

g o

assigned to it by the commis-
sloness.

All of the present’ chartes
provisions must be. cozsidered
tzolative, even though many have
bad overwhelming support of the
E2ard of Frecholders, Any of the
preseot provisions could sull be
ckanged if the public respoase at
he bearlugs s strongly opposed.
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for King County have been in vain. -

King County government has been the last bas-~
tion of party politics and political patronage
in the state, The political nature of county
government has become distasteful to the citi-
zens of the county,

"The new county charter has done nothing
more than provide a new political arena and
maintain the patronage system that has plagued
county government since the horse and buggy
days.

county government smaller.

In the political sense, under the proposed
charter commissioners would be elected on a
partisan basis. The county executive would be
elected on a partisan basis for a four-yearterm.
He, in turn, would appoint a county administra-
tor, who in turn, would appoint chief officers
of each administrative department. These ap-
pointments would be subject to confirmation of
the nine county commissioners.

Thus, county government would become an
arena in which political parties would carry out
their battles. Further, with an elected county
executive who appoints an administrator re-
sponsible for appointment of department heads,
there would be no continuity of administration
‘of our county government beyond each electmn
year.

In our opinion, county government should
have non-partisan pari-time commissioners,
with an appointed county executive, and based
on the council-manager form of government as
found in many cities. .
© ok oko%

Over the past few years, there has been talk
‘of a ‘“Pugetropolis,” or one unit of govern-
ment for the entire county. K
" Provincialism being what it is, one govern-
mental agency for the county is not only im-
probable, but practically impossible.

Suburban cities are growing and annexations
and incorporations are removing more and more
territory from under the county government’s
domain. The proposed charter should spell out
provisions for reducing county government as its
domain is reduced, unt11 the time comes that
the county needs to provide no services, forex-

ample, beyond tax collection for distribution to |

the cities and towns, and the court system.
The charter, as written, does not make this pro-
vision for reducing its scope.

We’ll predict that the voters of King County
Wlll not adopt the political, bureaucratic form'
of government as proposed by the freeholdere’

The charter also provides for expanding county
government, but does not provide for making




Valley Off
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A districting plan that ‘ington area than of the rest of Partisanship in Washington is

would give the Valley the Valley . . . and on this
two county commission- Pasis, logically belongs where

; we have put it. If Renton were
lellr.lsvelirllgsead oafng ngngvr?is_ to be included with the other

ities in the Valley in one
.mously approved -— by &\ issi district. this
the Board of King Céunty I o oner Qstrics,

v commissioner would represent
Freeholders at a public North Valley interests rather
hearing

in the King than those of the South Valley.
County Courthouse Dilfereni,” He Says )
Wedpesday evening. I personally think people in
Renton are a different kind of
people . . . and they think

_ The plan, which now will be
Incorporated officially into the gjfferently!™ he emphasized.
new proposed county char'ter, In submitting the districting
still divides the Valley into proposal to the other freehold-
two districts, lumping Renton ers, Richard Albrecht, chair-
with south Seattle, Mercer man of the board as well as
Island, and the southeastern chairman of the subcommittee
portion of Lake Washington. which drew the new district
The division line between Dis- Jines, warned frecholders that
trict 6 and District 9 would be «j; is important to keep in
-approximately halfway be- mind a number of factors af-

tween Renton and Kent. fecting the drawing -of distri
The revision of the two ori- ecing the crawing of district

ginal districting plans consid-
ered and rejected by the free-
holders several weeks ago also
eliminates a major objection
voiced by Valley residents
.against extending District 9.
from the Pierce County border
on the south to the Snohomish .
County border on the north.

- Valleyites Approve

Two Valley freeholders,
James Curran, Kent attorney,
and Auburn Automobile Dealer
Howard Bothell, were mem-
bers of the subcommittee

Seattle, Wash.

{Cir. W. 27,300)

ey

JuL 31 100
Allens v.c.n.

boundaries. The same factors .

Auvurora Shoreline Journal

Est. 1888

the results of a partisan elec-
tion, there is a built-in oppor-
tunity for error based on the
popularity of a particular can-
didate without regard to his
political affiliation. It would
appear, however, that the dis-
trict boundaries (as they are
now drawn) are politically
faii.” Albrecht stated.

The submission of the new
“districting plan came as a sur-
prise move in a public hearing
which heard a series of wit-
nesses tell the board what
they liked . . . or did riot like
. . . about the temporary draft
of the proposed charter.

Among those was Chester
Wheeler, Kent, member of the

-

which reworked the districting
[nes and voted for its inclu-
sion in the charter. !

. Bothell said yesterday that
-he didn’t particularly like di-
viding the Valley, but that he
saw no other way in which
freeholders could meet the
geographical and population"
criteria spelled out in the new
tharter. The new districts
Jary from 10.84 per cent of
he county’s total population
as in District 6) to 11.46 per
:ler)xt (ip North Central Seat-
e . . .

Freeholders will be

“But on ti]e oiher hand,”i
3othell declared, “I regard
tenton as more a part of the
jouth Seattle and Lake Wash-
.- Co7 N -4

-\ 5556.

T —
Public To See
Charter Draft,;g/77

The “working draft” charter of

the board of King. County
ho presented to
the citizens of King County for the
first time at a public hearing at 7:30
p.m. tonight, July 31, in room 402
of the King County courthouse,

A second hearing has been
announced by Richard Albrecht,
freeholder chairman, for 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday August 7, at the Pacific
Science Center’s Ames Theatre.

The public will have an
opportunity to attend either public -
hearing and present their views. on
the proposed charter. Any citizen
who wishes a copy of the draft may
call the Freeholder office at MA 3

!

e

- Public outcry

P

|To Help,

ered Two County
Aides in New District Plan

King County Planning Commis-
sion, and William Philips, 1210
Fifth Ave. N., Renton.

Wheeler said he was con-
cerned that the broad powers
granted to the county execu-
tive would endanger the oppor-
tunity of individual citizens tc
have a voice in government.

The districting plan as wel
as other portions of the char
ter will be the subject of
second public hearing nex
Wednesday in the Eame

Theater at Pacific Scienc
Center, Seattle. It will start &
7:30 and is open to all inte
ested persons, Paul Meyer, e:
ecutive secretary of the boar

said yesterday. -

A
o e ik t eind

lleyites 7

s i
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Draw Lines

By Our County News Bureau
The chairman of the Board of .

. King County Freeholders moved
" last week to protect Valley

interests when he appointed

- James Curran, Kent attorney,
* and Howard Bothell, Auburn

automobile dealer, as two of the
five members who will draw
commissioner district lines. Oth-
ers are James O’Conner, Simon
Wampold, vice chairman of the

_ board, and Richard Albrecht,

chairman. v
Appointment of the group
‘came after a week’s grappling
with the problem of what to do
-about two controversial plans
submitted by an urban consult-
ant that in one proposal would

- have split the Valley into twoi

separate districts in the vicinity

of Kent. -

- — much of it
from outraged Valley spokes-
“men — prompted the decision of
the freeholders to attempt to
~draw the lines themselves. The
move also was prompted by
political implications of the two
proposals which, according to
Wampold, could endanger the
seven-month job of writing the
new charter. The document is
scheduled to go to voters No-
vember 5. .

It is plannéd that the sub-
‘committee’s work will be com-
- pleted prior to the second public

‘Theater in Pacific Science Cen-
ter,

’\hearing to be August 7in Eames

150
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The new county charter
— now in rough-draft
form — got only a luke-
warm reception from
King County’s elected of-
ficials this week as they
examined what the
charter proposes to do to
their respective posts.

For the most part, their first
look could mean some trouble is
in the wind in terms of passage
of the carefully tailored docu-
.ment. If the first draft survives
-the two public hearings sched-
uled for tonight at 7:30 in the
King County Courthouse and
next Wednesday nrigiit at the
Pacific Science Center, all but

'-B @J] 0 lif@ ij h.:

R

N

was selected, incidentially, by
appointment) said he has some
minor objections to the draft
charter, particuiarly in its pro-
visions to exclude major super-
visory deputies from the person-
nel system. Otherwise, Morgan
said, he would support the char-
ter and intends to do so.
Reservations Told

Not so either veteran County
Auditor Robert Morris nor
County Treasurer M.J.R. Wil
liams. Under terms of the pro-
posed charter, both offices
would be made appointive ones
selected by the new county
executive, and, in the case of
the auditor, by the new Board of
County Commissioners.

*“The auditor should be re-
sponsible to the people and not

By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE the post, Allen Morgan (who term, said he would not cam-

paign actively against the effort
to reform county government.
Williams voiced even stronger
objection to the current draft,
stating that, in his opinion, the
effort would “"disenfranchise the
people of King County.”
Destruction Seen
“The original charter of this .
‘ county was carefully drawn with
an effective check-and-balance
system,” Williams pointed out.
**The freeholders have com-
pletely destroyed this.”
Likewise concerned is John
O'Brien, chairman of the Board
of County Commissioners, who,
from his observations yester-
day, may decide to sit out the
campaign to approve — or de-
feat — the charter. .
O'Brien has been an active

oné of the presently elected to comumissioners,” Morris told opponent of enlarging the Board
officials will find their current this newspaper. He said he of County Commissioners — now
jobs in highly altered form. That regarded his post as being in a composed of three members —
of one — the county assessor — watchdog position guarding the to seven or nine. Freeholders

would remain virtually as he is:
An elected official, chosen on a

interests of the electorate.
Despite his feelings against

will probably settle on nine after
the conclusion of their efforts to

partisan basis every four years. the charter, Morris, who will redraw commissioner district
Even so, the current holder of retire at the end of his current lines — but O'Brien believes

-
| ey
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there should be five at most.
Further, O'Brien pointed out
that he believes government
governs best when it is closest —
and most responsive — to the
electorate, and as a conse-

iiquence is at odds with the

charter's proposal to make the
majority of the county's pres-
ently elective officials appoin-
tive.

* | Power Shift

QO'Brien also is concerned
about a massing of power in the
hands of the new county execu-
tive created by the charter.

“It seems to me that concern
expressed by freeholders that

{the present Board of County

Commissioners is the seat of too
much power has been shifted to
the placing of too much power in
the county executive,” O'Brien
declared. " Not only that, but the

: | new charter would increase that

power by granting the new
executive broad appointive pow-
ers even the present Board of -
County Commissioners lack.”
O'Brien's 2 colleagues were in
Washington, D.C., attending the
National Association of County
Oificials annual convention, but
Ed Munro, outgoing president of
the organization, has been a

i
i

o |
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3 Valleyites
To Help

Draw Lines P

By Our County News Bureau !
The chairman of the Board of

King County Freeholders moved
last week to protect Valley '
interests when he appointed
James Curran, Kent attorney,
and Howard Bothell, Auburn
automobile dealer, as two of the
five members who will draw
commissioner district lines. Oth-
ers are James O'Conner, Simon
Wampold, vice chairman of the
board, and Richard Albrecht,
chairman. .

Appointment of the group
came after a week’s grappling
with the problem of what to do
about two controversial plans
submitted by an urhan consult-

. ant that in one proposal would
have split the Valley into two
separate districts in the vicinity
of Kent. :

Public outery - much of it
from outraged Valley spokes-
men — prompted the decision of
the freeholders to attempt to
draw the lines themselves. The
move also was prompted by
political implications of the two
proposals which, according to
Wampold, could endanger the
seven-month job of writing the
new charter. The document i3
scheduled to go to voters No-

vember 5. .

The districting subcommittee
will meet Tuesday in advance of

a public hearing scheduled for

Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at the

King County Courthouse. A plan_
is not expected to be ready for

public discussion at the hearing.
but the majority of the new

charter now in draft form will

proponent of ordered restructur-
ing of county government for | :
| years. John Spellman, O'Brien’s . L

Republican comember Of the ! :
Board, has indicated previously *
he would support the new char- |
ter in any reasonable form.

e ek
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Aicles in New District

A districting plan that Bothell said yes“terday-that“it is important to keer in
would give the Valley he didn't particularly like di- mind a number of factors af-
two county commission-.viding the Valley, but that he {)eCtlfég the d'lfswmg of ?‘Stt“Ct
ers instead of one was SaWw no other way in which boun aries. The same factors
unveiled — and unanis- freeholders could meet the Which will minimize the possi-

sion in the charter.

mously approved

the Board of King County
Frecholders at a public
hearing in the King
County Courthouse
‘Wednesday evening.

_ The plan, which now will be
incorporated officially into the
new proposed county charter,
still divides the Valley into
two districts, lumping Rehton
with south Seattle, Mercer
Island, and the southeastern
portion of Lake Washington.
The division line between Dis-
trict 6 and District 9 would be
approximately halfway be-
tween Renton and Kent.

The revision of the two ori-
ginal districting plans consid-
ered and rejected by the free-
holders several weeks ago also
eliminates a major objection
voiced by Valley residents
against extending District 9
from the Pierce County border
on the south to the Snohomish
County border on the north.

* Valleyites Approve

Two Valley freeholders,
James Curran, Kent attorney,

- and Auburn Automobile Dealer

Howard Bothell, were mem-
bers of the subcommittee
which reworked the districting
lines and voted for its inclu-

N .

geographical and population bility of gerrymandering in
criteria spelled out in the new any later redistricting reduce
charter.” The new  districts the flexibility available insthe
vary from 10.84 per cent of drawing of initial
the county’s total population boundaries. A
(as in District 6) to 1146 per Stantially equal population,
cent (in North Central Seat- ©f established census tracts
tle). and preservation of economic,
- . - - municipal and geographic
. units.”  *

see Map Of Pf °P°59d Albrecht said he judged the
new districts to be fair and

New Disiri
ew bisiricts - Pg' 7 ones that would give balanced
“But on.the other hanu,’ representation to all persons in
Bothell declared, “I regard King County .
Renton as more a part of the those members of
South Seattle and Lake Wash- political parties.
ington area than of the rest of . Denying that the districting
the Valley . . . and on this would favor one political party
basis, logically belongs where at the expense of another, Al-
we have put it. If Renton were bretch said there is insuffi-
to be included with the other cient reliable data from which
cities in the Valley in one one can predict the partisan
commissioner district, this political characteristics of any
commissioner 'would represent districts as large as here pro-
North Valley interests rather posed. .
than those-of the South Valley.  Popularity Is Factor :
‘Different,” He Says “Since the only measure of
“I personally think people in partisanship in Washington is

organized

. Renton are a different kind of the results of a partisan elec-

people. . . . and they think tion, there is a builtin oppor-
-differently!” he emphasized. - tunity for error based on the

In submitting the districting popularity of a particular can-
proposal to the other freehold- didate without regard to his
ers, Richard Albrecht, chair- political - affiliation. It would
man of the board as well as appear, however, that the dis-
chairman of the subcommittee trict boundaries (as they are
which drew the new district now drawn) are politically
lines, warned. freeholders that fair,” Albrecht stated. = - °

AL .
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County

Plan

The submission of the new -

-districting plan came as a sur- -

prise move in a public héaring
‘which heard a series of wit-
nesses tell the board what
they liked . . . or did not like
. . . about the temporary draft
of the proposed charter.

.district :Among those was -Chester
These are, sub- Wheeler, Kent, member of the
use

King County Planning Commis-
»sion, and William Philips, 1210
Fifth Ave. N., Renton.

Wheeler said he was con-
cerned that the broad powers
granted to the county execu- -
“tive would endanger the oppor-
tunity of individual citizens to
have a voice in government. '

The districting plan as well |

as other portions of the char-
ter will be the subject. of a
second public. hearing next
Wednesday in the Eames
Theater _at Pacific Science
‘Center, Seattle. 1f will start at
7:30 and is open to all inter-
ested persons, -Paul Meyer, ex-
‘ecutive secretary of the board, .
said yesterday. —
. Here's a breakdown of popu-
lation figures assigned to the
nine proposed commissioner
districts:

Dist. No.  Population % of Total
1 .0 131,600 11:03%
2 132,200 11.11%

3 - " 136700 ° 11.46%

4 - - 135700 11.37%

. © 134,700 11.29%
8 7+ 129,400 10.84%
1 . 133,200 11.11%
8 " 130,500 10.94%
-9 - 129500 . 10.85%
TOTAL 1,193,500 100.00%



New County Disirict Proposal

This map shows the newest of several proposals to redistrict
King County to provide for ¢lection of nine commissioners
in connection with a new county charter. The Board of King

Drarfy-

By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE
Our County News Bureau

If the Board of King County
Freeholders expects a solid vote
of approval on the first draft of
the hew county charter from
key persons filling major county
administrative posts, they're
going to be disappointed.
~ Most, with the exception of
County Engineer Jean DeSpain
who approved their efforts but
raised some major questions,
have some serious doubts about
the adequacy of the document
which is headed for the ballot in
general election November 5.

DeSpeain noted that, in a re-
markably spare paragraph in
which freeholders created a
Department of Public Works,
Utilities and Transportation, the
charter would set up a supera-

" gency within county government
that would extend as far as
supervising the activities of the
King County Airport.

“I don’t know if that is what
the freeholders had in mind, but
this extension of powers cer-
tainly hasn't been propounded
by me,” he stated ruefully.
Flood Work, Too

The new department would
also include the functions of
flood control (termed ‘‘com-
pletely logical” by Chief Engi-
neer Brad Gillespie), and sani-

. tation. Although they have not
stated so publicly, key county
officials probably would be re-
luctant to relinquish their suzer-
ainty . . . and the credit for the
department’s recent remark-
able breakthrough in garbage-
handling methods.

Other county department
heads, including County Elec

dlmommn Cueend ™I T Lol L
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County Freeholders prepared this plan — and adopted it
for inclusion in the charter draft ~ after two earlier plans

were deemed unsatisfactory to South King County.
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the election department prob- vast multiplicity of items on
lems in the future if enacted as which there is no possibility of
it is in its present draft form, standarizing purchasing proce-
Logan said, because his depart- dures; that there is a gray area
ment presently relies on a trans- involving personal-service con-

fer of clerks employed by the tracts which are difficult to
auditor to his department at define; and because the lowest

election periods.
Manpower Pool -

“These people are experi-
enced and available,” Logan
declared. ““If we have to replace
them with untrained persons, it
will place costly, time-consum-
ing hazards on our operation.”

Likewise unhappy at charter
limitations of his county func-
tion, County Purchasing Agent
Leroy Johnson declared the
charter should set no dollar
amount at which competitive
bids must be called for. Free-
holders recently set this limit at
$500-$2,000 under present state
requirements demanding com-
petitive bids on all items over
$2,500.

“It was the obvious intent of
the frecholders to avoid the
pitfalls of the political spoils
system,” Johnson declared,

- “but requiring that all county

purchases over $500 be made as
a result of competitive bidding
is ridiculous.”

“That vast majority of our
purchases are small purchases
on which our agents as a matter
of established procedure seek at
least two or three different price
quotations,” he stated. . :

Johnson ‘said that .wherever
reasonably possible, he believes
all items sheould be competitive-
ly bid, but that wherever in the
judgment of the purchasing offi-
cer it is in the best interests of
the county to not bid, he should

bid often betokens the lowest
quality. He said the huge ex-
pense of preparing specifica-
tions on items the county knows
there will be at most one and
maybe no bidders would compli-
cate vastly the time and cost
factor of the county’s purchas-
ing operation. - —
“I'd like to see this depart-
ment set up to actually do a job.
We cannot do it as it is now,” he
emphasized. But what he im-
plied was that, under the terms
of the proposed charter, it would
not be possible then, either!
Most of the majér county
administrative heads intend ta
file written comments- on the
charter with the Board of Free-
holders, including County Plan-
ning Director Ed Sand who was
unavailable yesterday for com:
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H séxZeZhat adverse reaction to the

new King County charter indicated
by a sampling of students from a Boeing
Co. public-affairs class does not assure
that the document will be rejected by
the voters at the general election No-
vember 5.

It does, though, give the freelholders
good reason to take another searching
look at their product to determine
whether it does indeed need more
amending, We thinl it does.

Sixty-two of the 408 students re-
sponded to a questionnaire. They op-
posed the charter as framed. But they
noted they could favor it with certain
changes. One they recommended was
that the auditor, who would be ap-
pointed by the Board of King County
Commissioners, be elected, as the audi-
tor is now.

The elected auditor is responsible
only to the public. He is in position to

E

e

riinent Reaction to Charter Pranosals

evaluate the expenditures without fear
or favor. If he owed his job to other
politicians, he might feel more respon-
sibility to them than to the public,
which could be the loser. '

The same logic dictates that elections
supercision should continue as a func-
tion of the auditor’s office, rather than
as a part of a new Departinent of Rec-
ords and Elections under an appointed
administrator. The present arrange-
ment has served this county well and is
satisfactory as it stands. :

Tactics of trying the charter out on
groups that are cognizant of good gov-
ernment can be productive if the free-
bolders are willing to acknowledge the
charter can stand improvement. The
Times recommended before this that
the auditor be elected, for he is the
fiscal watchdog over the government.
The freehoiders, who debated this point
to gredt length, should be willing now
to examine it again. '

-

~

o
LZ/Jé] Miller, Bellevue
city manager and president
of the State City Marnagers
Association, said today he
feels the- proposed zcunty
charter “is of unusually
good quality.”

But Miller expressed dis-
appointment that the Board
of Freeholders failed to es-
tablish a county-manager
system and created separate
districts for each county
commissioner.

IN A LETTER to the
board, Miller said:
“As a ¢ity manager I was

disappcinted in the freehold-
ers’ decision to recommend
an elected executive. From «
realistic point of view, how-
ever, I must admit that tihe
residents of King County are
probably not sufiiciently pre-
pared to accept an appointed
executive ., ..”

Miller said the provisien
for the elected executive was
well-handled with an admin-
istrative official to be ap-
pointed “‘a useful technigue
although it should not be
considered as a substitute or
the counterpart of a county
manager.” '

nosed County Charter Lauded, Hit

He urged reconsideration
of the make-up of the county
commissioners. Mili>r said:
“I think nine members is the
proper number but [ hope
that you will divp the idea of
nine separate legislaiive dis-
tricts.” ’

THE CITY manager sug-
gested five commissioners
represent districts and the
other four be eclected at
large. Even those represent-
ing districts, he said, should
be nominated by district but
elected county wide.

2. The charter calls for each

of the commissioners to be
elected only by the woters in
the district he represents.
Miller recommended that
the charter establish stand-
ards for action by a person-
nel board on employe griev-
ances and suggested a
tougher penalty against
county commissioners for
failure to redistrict county-
commissioner boundaries.
Miller said instead of just
suspending pay of the com-
missioners for failing to re-
district in a specified period,

" the freeholdsrs should pro-

vide for forieiting the salarye
P 7

A}
pe )
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t freeholder; last
'ni(g:hg urgfus};d to provide a That age wou
provision in the proposed
.county charter for can d'. .
‘dates to file as independ-
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'Independents’ Pian

aches retirement age.
T 1d be set by
the personnel board.

- The freeholders deleted a
m the charter

ents when running for of- concerning conflict of inter-

fice.

-+ They also guaranteed jobs

est of officials or en
They intend to provi

mployes.
de that

for elected officials WO a new sectior be drafted

“offices may be eliminated

by the charter.

Paul S. Friedlander voted

later.

CHANGING the title

inst not allowing ipde- 4 of County Commis-
ggidents on county tickets. lsgi%ilérs to County Council
' was also -approved by the

He said:

By Jg{{l\l/ BZRGSMAN

A county coroner should
make medical as well as
criminal investigations of
deaths, the Countv_Board of
Freeholders was told last
g

Dr. Gordon Lazerte, repre-
senting the County Medical
Society, urged that a pro-
posed county charter place
the coroner’s function in the
Department of Health and
Welfare instead of the De-
partment of Public Safety.

C

; THE CHARTER already
" proposed that a coroner be
appointed instead of elected.
. But Dr. Lazerte said: “Many
mvestigations of death have
nothing to do with law en-
forcement. If the coroner is
; in the Department of Public

A _with equivalent

e e ——— W ? 4 - s = e

e ine.”

; nated, a job wit

Safety, the primary concern
will be law enforcement.”

He said the Department of
Public Safety should investi-
gate crime which would in-
clude some deaths, but the
Department of Health and
Welfare should investigate
unexplained deaths.

Planning was the subject
of most discussion at the last
public hearing the freehold-
ers plan to call on its charter
draft. Freeholders will begin
meeting  twice weekly to
complete the charter propos-
al in time for the November
3 general election,

State Senator Wes Uhlman
recommended creation of a
department of inter-district
planning to adopt long-range
approaches to governinental
services and coordinate pro-
grams with other levels of

e B e e e

3 WPEERE ARE many
:1 qualified persons who Woulci
run as independents bu
who won’t run on a party

“The frecholders voéed f}o ;reciltvi?og a crime,
} ted offi-

E?aalrav?ﬁ%ese agfﬁilee cis elimi- %:b{aigtnlfeixatn?i ;r:l% 1il<1:0ts ;R::

g:];emcxgillm tg ty,pthe frecholders deg:ided.

echolders. Under th
;rosed charter there W
nine commissmners.'

The Investigation: of

ccluding those in-
deaths, excluding o e

the Department of

e pro-
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Frecholders Hear of Meed

To Expand Coroner’s Duties

government.

. John M. Teutsch, Jr., vice
chairman of the. County
Planning Commission; Der-
rill T. Bastian, its attorney,
and Edward Sand, County
Planning Director, all cp-
posed the abolishiment of the
planning commission. They
called the commission a
butfer between the profes-
sional sta!f and political con-
siderailons of the county
commissioners.

SAND SAID the planning
department should be given
the right to review capital
improvement programs. In a
letter, Miles V. Blankinship,
Chairman of the Seattle
Plarming Comnlission, asked
that the ¢’ »vier provide that
planning bl ¢oordinated be-
tween the -c.nty and the

- cities.

said the signature require-
ment for referendum and inj.
tiative petitions should be
limited to residents of un-
incorperated areas en laws
not affecting city residents.
Gordon Cenger

P Toa.
er, Cularman

" of the Municipal Leaguas’s
~ County Government Commit.

tee, called ths charter tco

Tamnmitan. -

Brown -of - Shorslins
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The Other Sid

By Jim Fields

AT

0

“One man, one vote” is another one of these catch-phrases, in this age

of slogans, which does not always make sense in its

application. It was

used by the King County Etegho’.ldqs 1ast Wednesday night, in an open

meeting at the county courtholive,

to"describe the philosophy underlying

their geographical division of the county into nine commissioner districts.

The nine new districts are a part
of the overall proposal, constituting
a new county charter draft, which
the freeholders have so diligently
worked upon in recent months.
“They hope to present the draft for
voter approval, or rejection, at the
general election this November,

We shall reserve comment on the
rest of the charter proposal as some
revisions are expected to follow the
second open meeting at 7:30
tonight in the Pacific Science
Center's Eames Theater.

However, the nine districts as

proposed may very well send the.__’

total charter draft down to defeat
in November. We have. yet to find
enth for their boundaries or
their philosophy. .

King County is presently
administered by three
commissioners whose districts,
drafted years ago, are called North
(King County), South (King County)
and Central; the last-mentioned s,
in essence, the “old Seattle” area of
pre-World War II boundaries. .

In the
been considerable gro in two
areas: Highline-Renton, and the
east side of Lake Washington which
has been ‘“‘opened up" by two
bridges which did not exist prior to
1940. Many feel that this should be
reflected by a five district
alignment of commissioners which
might look like this:

1. Seattle (to its city limits).

2. North King County (including
the city of Bothell).

3. Eastside (including the cities
of Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond,
Issaquah, and smaller towns in the

- Cascade foothills).
. 4. Highline and Renton area. )

5. South King County (including
Federal Way, Auburn, Kent, and
Enumclaw).

However, the freeholders have
applied the “‘one man, one vote™
slogan which has been used to
describe the supreme court
decision on congressional
reapportionment. It suggests dis-
tricts with the same populution !
for electing congressman. It did not |

apply to the election of US,’
Senators nor, as far as we can tell, -
the election of county
commissioners. Yet the
freeholders, guided by the slogan,
have divided the colnty into the *,
following nine districts: ;
Shoreline, |

L North Seattle,
Bothell,
2. Eastside (Bellevue, Kirkland, ;
Redmond, Issaquah). :
3. Northeast Seattle
University, Lake City).

(Wallingford, ;

4. Northwest Seattle (Queen

Anne, Magnolia, Ballard).
- 8. Central
downtown district). .

6. Southeast Seattle, Renton, and
Mercer Island.

7. West Seattle, Georgetown, and
Rainier Valley.

8. Highline area (White Center,
H ll:urif’n, Des Moines) and Vashon °

N nd.

a

s Fresholders Mull Charier Alone |

Public Speaks lis Piece

!
Seattle (including

state constitution was amended in
1948 to allow such government in
areas with a population of 300000
or more. Is some group plarning to
use Wis seldom-mentioned amend-
ment?

The Freeholders were elected to
represent the citizens and have
scheduled their open meetings to
hear public sentiment on the
charter draft. There is still time to
express your opinions and obtain
revisions to the draft before it is
finalized for ballot action.

.—--’_""—_-
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By Our County Ncews Burcau
The King County Board of
Freeholders will go into a
series of stepped-up meetings
Monday to ready the county's
proposed new charter for sub-
mission to the Board of King
County Commissions Septem-
ber 4. The charter must be
certified by commissioners by
September 20 in order to
make the November 5 ballot.
Freeholders wound up the
last in a series of public hear-
ings Wednesday night at the
Eames Theater in the Pacific
Science Center preparatory to
'refining the charter's final
draft.

-

Among those appearing were
State Senator Wes Uhlman,
Seattle, who told freeholders
he believed the charter should
include a department charged
with co-ordinating the planning
for all the county's special dis-
tricts. Others included spokes-
man for the Seattle-King Coun-
ty Municipal League and the
League of Women Voters. Nei-
ther the Municipal League nor
the women’'s group have taken
official stands on the charter
at this point.

Mrs. Harold Mozer, Belle-
vue, said her organization
would favor an appointive
assessor, and asked that provi-

-

-
~\

ions be included in the char- existence of the present Com-
fer to harmonize with legisla- mission but does not provide
tion the State Legislature will for one. . .
be asked to enact to take the Publie hearings on rezonings
office out of politics. now conducted by the p‘res?gt
Two other speakers spoke Planning Commission would,
against several provisions in he said, be the function pj the
the proposed charter affecting Board of County Commission-
the county's present planning ers under the new charter.
operations. These included
John Teutsch, presently a Ed Sand, head of the county
member of the King County planning department, said he
Planning Commission, who fa- felt the charter should either
vored retention of some form be more specific concerning
of citizen-composed Advisory the functions of his office than
Planning Commission. Accord- jt is, or that it should be
ing to Richard Albrecht, chair- broadened to permit the de-
man of the freeholders, the partment to take proper ad-

charter does not preclude the ministrative action._ o
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Caounty Charter Qutlined

BY JACK YEAROU’I‘

**We, the people of King Coun-
ty, in order to form a more
orderly government, establish
separate legislative and execu-
tive branches, insure respon-
sibility and accountability, pro~
mote the general welfare and
secure the benefits of home
rule and self govermment, in
accordance with the Constitu-
don of the State of Washington,
do adopt this charter.””

- These are the words of the
preamble of King Counry 's new
charter.

_ Tsince they were elscted last
November, the 15 Frecholders
have been studying county gov-
ernments all over this nation.
The new charter reflects their
findings, and their considered

" thought, on what should go into
a home rule charter.

~The 4l-page document con-
tains nine articles, divided into

61 sections. Digesting the con

efit of counsel.

Article 2 explains how ref-
erendum and initiative can be
used jo effect ordinances and
initiate enactment of ordin-
ances.

The county auditor would be
appointed by the commission-
ers, would audit the financial
operations of the county and
consult with the office of bud-
gets and accounts concerning

‘the accounting procedures used

by the executive branch.
-THE EXECUTIVE

“The county executive would
be nominated and elected by
all of the voters of the county
for four year terms. His sal-
ary would be *‘at least omne
and one-half times the com-
pensation paid to a county com-
missioner.””

He would have all ex..cutlve
powers not expressly vested
in specific county officials by
the charter, would supervise

tents of the proposed charter .————====="=

in one gulp {s a little more

than should be expected from”

anyone except a Philadelphia
lawyer . . . so this series of
" articles will endeavor to trans-
-_cribe legal language into every-
day ‘Americanese.’
The most interesting of t.he
articles are the first third,
‘and here we will deal mostly
~with Articles 2 and 3, which
- outline the compositon and du-
tes of the legislative (9 coma
missioners) branch of the new
‘county government, and the
executive branch.
’ . ARTICLE1 .
The first article outlines the
general powers of the county,
_stating that King County **shall
have all of the powers which
it is possible for a home rule
‘county to have under the state
- constitution.”
It states that the county may
contract or otherwise partici-
- pate jointly with other govern-

_..ments. governmental agencies

all administrative and execu-
tive departments established by
the charter or created by the
commissioners.

-He would appoint the county
sdministrator, who in twturn
would appoint the chief officers
of each administrative office.

The elected executive would
appoint the chief executive offi-
cer of each executive depart-
ment except the county assessor
(who will stiil be elected by
the people) and the members of
all boards and commissions,

* All gppointments by the exec-
utive would be subject to con-
firmation by a majority of the
commissioners. The appoint-
ments of the county adminis-
trator would have tobe approved
by the executive.

_ Under the charter, the county
edministrator and allchiefoffi-
cers would be sppointed on the
basis of ability and qualifica-
tons for their jobs, integrity
and prior experience in the

i dutles of the office.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
. The Office of Budgets and

. Accounts, Personnel, Data Pro-

cessing, County Property, and
Purchasing have definite duties
assigned them under the char=

" ter. . Heads of these depart-

ments are appointed by the

" administrator.
- DEPARTMENTS REPLACE

ELECTED OFFICIALS
" Appointments by the county

" executive (or by the commis~

sioners, in one case) would
replace a number of county
officials now elected by King

- County voters, under the new

charter. .
_ The. Department of Public
Safety would enforce law and

- order, Investigate deaths, ad-

minister the county jail and be

- responsible for civil defense.

The county sheriff and the coun-
ty coroner would be replaced
by executive sppointments in
this department.

171
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the right to share costs and

' -responsiblildes  with these v,

groups,

Provision is made for the. .

new charter to supercede, with
ordinances enacted under It, -
any special and general laws
which are inconsistent with the
r. )
NINE COMMISSIONERS

Making up the legislative -

branch of the new oounty gove

. rmment would be a board of «
- nine county commissioners, }

elected one each from the nine
districts to be decided, and
elected by the voters of each
individual district. The COMe,
missioners would serve foure

‘year terms.

This nine~-man board of com-
missioners would be the pola
. icy-making body of the county,
with all legislative powers. It
would adopt and enact ordin.
ances, levy taxes, appropria:e[
‘revenues, adopt budgets, set
and pay county salaries,

The commissioners would
establish (or abolish) admin
Istrative and executive depart=
ments, set their duties, cona’
duct public hearings,

. The legislators are €Mmpo Wa-
ered to subpoena witnesses,

" documents and other evidence,

provided the subpoena power
is Hmited to proposed ordin.
ances under consideration and

. that any witness have the right

to counsel,

The board meetings shall be -
open to the public,’”” and the
minutes of {ts meeting a mata "
ter of public record,

The commissions shall. not
issue orders to any officer, -
agent or employee of any other
branch of county government
except through enactment of
ordinances under the charter.

Under this article the veto

' rights of the county executive

are outlined. He may veto any
ordinance or object of expense
of an appropriation ordinance,
The county commissioners may:
‘override his veto or partial
veto with a six vote majority.
Emergency ordinances, which
require a seven vote majority
of the board, could not be Ve,
toed, however, '
COMPLAINT BUREAU
Under the new chorter, the |
board of commissioners are
instructed to establish anoffice
of citizen complaint concerning
the operation of COUNtY gOVErna,
ment, giving it sufficient power
to subpeona wltmesses, ete,,
to investigate and publicize itg’
findings. The county officiat
under the written complaint by
a cidzen s also provided ben-}f :
S T

- —
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under Article 2 by the board
of commissioners, would head
the Department of Records and
Elecdoens. .

The county treasurer would

be replaced by an appointee to
head the Department of Finance,
. Dutles now performed by a
citizen’s parkboard would come
under the Department of Parks
and Community Servicesheaded
by an executive appointed offi-
cial. - . : -
A new Department of Build-
ing would be set up under the
charter, taking these pro-
cedures from under the county
engineer.,
" - The county assessor, elected
et large by the voters, would
head the Department of Assessa
ments.,

An executive appointedclerk,
selected from a list of three
suggestions by ccunty judges,
would head the Department o
Judicial Administraton. He
would replace the elected coun-
ty clerk. | ’

- The department which woul
see little change is that of Pub.
Hc Health and Welfare.

The Department of Planning
would do away with the Plan.
ning Commission, which was

appointed by the commissioners
and will now be under the exec

" utive,

Comprehensive planning and

- zoning applications would be
under the jurisdiction of this
- department, with all zoning or
rezoning recommendations go-
ing directly to the commission.

. ers, .

This proposed charter would
give King County a government
of checks and balances, cling.
ing only to thebi-partisanelec-
tion of the executive head, but
making a trained administrator
a key member of the executive
branch of the new home rule
government.
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sions he inciuded in the chear
ter to harmonize with legisia- I
tion t:e S.cte Legislature will

caxed to enact to take the
ca out of polities.

wo other speakers spoke
nst several provisions in
u‘Ova"d Chal ter affecting

county's present planning
operations. '_I‘hese mcluded
John Teutsch, presently a

men: ver of the King County
lanning Commission, who fa-
vored re;ent ion of some formm
of citizen-composed Advisory
Planning Co*rmxss_m Accord

ing to Richard Albrecht, chair-
man of ths freeho } e the
charter. dees not prec .xde the

existence of ihe present Cum-
ission but does rot p:‘oyide
for one.

Publie hearings on rezoninzs
now condcucted by the present
Planning Commission would,
he said, be the function of the
Board of Cou mty Commission-
ers under the new cnarter.

Ed Send, head of the county
planning dedar Lmem, said he
felt the charier should eitner
be more specific concerning
the functions of his ¢ffice tian
it is, or that it should be

roadened o nermit the de
partment 1o ke proper ad-
ministrative zo.ion.
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By f741\4 L::G SMAN

County emploves shovld he
permitied to seck elective of-
fice only if they take a leave
of absence from their jobs,
the Board of King County
Freeholders decided last
nighit™—""

This provision was added
to a selection of the progosed
County Charter burning en.-
pluyes from engacing i po-
litical activity in behalf of
others secking county office.

The. freeholders agreed
that county emploves should
not be prohibited from seek-
ing office. Freeholders said
the question was raised be-

-fore Stanley Gallup, Boeing
Field manuager, decided to
run for office. County Com-
missioner John Spellman is
seeking to have Gallup fired.

Richard Albiecht, free-
holder chairman, said an-
other discussion will be held
to decide the duration of the
leave of absence. Presuma-
bly, the requitement now is
for a lcave of absence during

election campaigns onlv. A
number of county employes
have been legishutors. 1t is
not now spelled out whether
the leave of absence should
include the peviod servea in
the Legislature.

A 5T0-2 VOTE deleated a
proposal to allow a candi-
date to file Tor county office
as an independent not
aligned  with & political
party. The proposal is ex
pected to be made agaia
when freeholders vote on the
Charter section by section.
©In taking steps to shorten
the Charter, the freeholders:
Struck” a section requiring
candidaies to list campaign
expenses, substituting a
reference to state Tow,
Struck a detailzed conflict-
of-interest clause for county
employes but reguiied  the
county legislative body to
adopt one. .
Dropped a deteiled expld-
nation of competitive-bidding

T ;:"{a N
10 NATHICE
dags’

requirements  for  general

county purchases and substi-

tuted a reference to o staie
latw, : ’

TRANSFLRRED the -

investigation of deaths from

the Department of Public

Safety to the Department of

Public Health.

Limited the guarantec of

county employment for offi-

cials whose elective posts |
wre abolished by the Churter”
v stating that the guarantee -

vill be good only up to a re-

tirement age to be set by & -

personiel board.
Included four

supervisory

deputy assessors under the

proposed personnel system.

Changed the name of the ~

Board of County Commis-
sicners to County Council.

" Placed provisions for es-’
tablishment of departments -

in the transitory section of

the Chairter so county offi- -

cial can medity departments -«

-

aftee two years.
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Ry J!-.'Ri?\’ BE{:/GSMAN
The propased County Char-
ter will have its first niujor
test Monday when every sig-
nificant provision will be re-
viewed by the
Frecholders.
AT substantia) change
could set back the freehold-

s o

Board of

RN A

r r .
regnolders to Give

ers’ schedule enough to pre-
vent the charter from being
presented to the 'voiers at
the  November 5 geveral
election.  Frecholders
planned to certify _the ch:,-
er to the Board of County
* Commissioners during  the
first week of September,
Approval of the charter on
a section - by - séction basis
Wwas scheduled by the free-
holders for August 29. Rich-
ard  Albrecht, frecholders
chairman, saw the Monday
meeting  as coming  two
weeks earlier thas expecteqd.

A SPECIAL agenda for the
Monday meeting was ap-
proved by freeholders at a

-

meeting last night.
Simon Wampold and Paul
Friedlander were successful

Charter Drafs Close

agenda questions involving
U [
‘missioners; " whether they
timie, their sula-
ries a-d wi ther County gov-

“ernment should be partisan,

Or nonpartisan.
Others indicated any

* change in these areas would

force a new lgok at provi-
sions for clecting a chief ex.
ecutive, having commission-
ers run by district and ap-
pointment of an auditor.

Cutting back the number
of commissioners from nine
1o seven would, at the very
least, require the frecholders
to draw new lines for com-
tissioner-district bound a-
ries. .

FREEHOLDERS last
night refined provisions on
referendum and initiatives

e m}mbglj of county com-

They deleted  from the
charter a provision allowing
the sponsur of a referendum

o withdraw it because all
petition signers have a
- vested interest in it; reduced

from 45 days (0 10 days the
interval before a new ordi-
naice takes effect if notice
of a referendum campaign is
not given; and refused to in-
sert. a . provision allowing
only residents of. nonincor.
poratec areas to file referen-
dum and initiative petitions
on laws affecting only them.

On 2 mation by Robert
Block, freeholders asked the
staff to report on county
franchises. Block proposed
that no franchise should con.
tinue beyond five years with-
out the county having an op-
portunity to review or regain

1

THE BOARD @pproved
22 the counry
ible for col-

lective bargai 2 with e
ployves afier bargaining ic
approved by the caing
council.

Neitier the motion eseab.
lishing collective bargaining
nor approval of an agiee.
ment would be subject 1o 2
referendum.

Frecholders approvec

combining the offices of
property and purchasing,
They approved a state-

ment that failure to meation
in the charter the constitu-
tional offices of the prosecu-
tor, Superior and Justice
Cowrt judges and scheol Su-
perintendent does not mean
the county doss not have an
obligation to provide finan-
cial support for them

in their bids to place on the the franch

SRR T AR At e e e

- -~

By Our County News Burcay
The King County Board of
Freeholders will go into a
series of stepped-up meetings
Monday to ready the counly's
proposed new charter for sub-
mission to the Board of King
County Commissions Septem-
ber 4. The charter must be
certified by commissioners by
September 20 in order to
make the November 5 ballot.

Freeholders wound up the
last in a series of public hear-
ings Wednesday night at the
Eames Theater in the Pacific
Science Center preparatory to
refining the charter’s_ final
draft.

L.Ff@eﬁ@fdeirs Mull Charier Alone B
Afier Public Speaks Its Piece |

i i ' t Com-
Among those appearing were sions be included in the char- existence of the presen

i j issi ovide
State Senator Wes Uhlman, ter to harmonize with legls}ia]xi ;Ell_s(s);&n but does not pr
Seattle, who told freeholders tion the State Legislature w rone. hearings on rezonings

iev arter should be asked to enact te take the onings A :
he lb?ige;\e%;;:rfmh‘é;tercharged office out of politics. m])w c.ondu(c::(t);ilm l?ngsizhrf & oty . :
m%l':l co-ordinating the planning Two other speakers spoke }}]’ann_xggbe ommission would,
}"‘ i the county's special dis- against several provisions in he s;zll 2 o etion O e
i, Ohers, i sl B prted Sl afctng S it oy G
for the Seattle-King Coun- the col In p ) )
fn'aglunicipal League and the operations. These mcluﬁed Ed Sand, head of the county
; of Women Voters. Nei- John Teutsch, presently a Sand, d of the county
Leagug Municipal League nor member of the King County planning ep::r o, Al e
&er\\?oxs:eln}; grgup have taken Planning Commission, who fa- felt the chax; g{fic ey
il s on e cartes of “eitizen.composcd  Advisors the Tunciions of hie thes thag
is point. - citizen- the F
at this po};ﬁt}old Mozer, Belle- 0Planning Commission. Accord- it is, or that it si{wtl;zled db; .
o, 'dah r organization ing to Richard Albrecht, chair- broadened totplfrm e de- .
v'ue'ldsafl Vo ean gppointive man of the freeholders, the partment ’to gs prop! N
:sosttlassoraanl;l asked that provi- charter does not preclude the ministrative action. .




Iist Cag, But Two

TheRepublicans nomindted not one but two
men Wednesday night: Richard M. Nixon and
Hubert H. Humphrey. And, judging by Hum-
phrey's hard-to-contain delight at the Nixon nomi-

nation, it may secm to some they elected a Presi- -

dent atthe same time. But not Nixon!

Clearly, the Establishment prevailed in
Miami Beach and, because of that, it is likely the
Establisiment likewise will prevail in Chicago

with the nomination of the Vice President. Real ’

trumper in this for Democrats: The selection by
Nixon of Gov. Spiro Agnew as his running mate. If
Nixon had chosen Mayor John V. Lindsay, Charles
Percy, or even Mark Hatfield, the ticket perhaps
could have continued some vestige of appeal for
diszruntled Democrats. Now it has none ... and

many informed observers feel numerically out-

voted Republicans can’t win without those votes.

‘Nixon's strategy — gencrally excellent — could
still prevail, but many, including disappointed -
members of the GOP, are openly questioning it. )

L ¥ ¥ . ¥ »_4_ X -

Sidelizht on the Kigilight
Probably no one was more disappointed than
Gov. Dan Evans at what even his kindest crities
termed a “lukewarm” reception to his keynote
speech Tuesday night. Highly important to him,
Evans had fashioned most of the document him-
self (with some assist from usual speech aide
Jim Lane) and had done research on all keynote
speeches back as far as 1920 — not excluding
VWilliam Jennings Bryan's famous “cross of gold”
epeech. So concerned was Evans that the address
be just right, he invited 30 close advisers to the
mansion before he left to critique his efforts . . .
but most urged him oanward with only minor
changes. During his delivery, the governor suf
fered from audience inattention, the lateness of
the hour, and some questionable TV camera
techniques which, to relieve the singleness of
focus, cut away to various members of the audi-
ence in an assortment of irrelevant occupations.
robably Evans suffered most, however, from
the coolness of his image on that hot August night
which prevented his own undeniable sincerity. ..
and that of his words . .. from really turning on
his audience. The speech did turn on some Dem-
ocrats, however — and not favorably — particu-
larly at portions of it in which Evans referred to
the nobility of the American dream, and, in the
next breath * ... that to share in business, to
realize a profit on investment, to run a factory or
a shop, to produce goods and sec the money
return to the community . . . that these are the
things which made America great, her people
rich, and her opportunity unlimited.” Out of

context, but that particular dream reminded .

many Democrats of the Establishment’s old poli-
ties of what's good for General Motors is good for
America.

* % * k * *

Rundown on Some Top State Races

"For Governer, the ho-hum campaign is expected
to pick up once the presidential conventions are
wound up, particularly, if as now looks likely,
Humphrey joins Nixon as presidential nominee
and guessing stops about anything at that level.
Here, key staff€rs in the Durkan campaign seem
to be more satisfied with their candidate’s efforts
to date than do some in the 0’Connell camp...
The AG's supporters seem to be concerned at
Q'Connell’s inability to grab the necessary head-
lines. Durkan’s sides aren’t saying it, but more
ansi more it's beginning to look like a 1972 cam-
paign for the legislative leader than one in the
Seneral election of 1858. One factor that could
cause Durkan strategists some problems: A con-

trol of the Senate by Republicans, in which case

Durkan coulc; lack the prestige vantage point of
a key commlgtee chairmanship from which he
could keep his candidacy alive until 1972. One

debate to watch: The preprimary television con-

frontation between the two. ..

The Altornsy General's Contest continues to
be a tough one to assess. So far, frontrunners
appear to be Republican Slade Gorton and Dem-
ocrat Fred Dore — both legislators — although
Dgre’s position could be vulnerable to some last-
minute erosion. Gorton claims to have twice as
many bar endorsements as any of his opponents

~ Politics

Notes and Comment

!

By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE L______.%..@_.a
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and enjoys the embrace of Governor Evans in a’
planned joint advertising campaign. On the Dem-

ocratic side, the fact that four Seattleites are in -_ .

the race might seem to enhance the chances of
former Pierce County Prosecutor John McCutch-
eon. Reports indicate, however, that McCutcheon
is doing little work outside Tacoma, and the nom-
ination could go to the swift in this one. All of the
Demo candidates report state-wide organizations

“in each county and all are filling stacked-up

speaking schedules. Old-time politics regard this
as one of the really wide-open races on this year’s
ballot — something that hasn’t happened in
many years.:. :

EFEE R R B A
Briefly Noted : }

Keep your eye on the race for lieutenant gov-

. “ernor: Present long-time Democratic Incumbent
John Cherberg faces stiff competition from Pasco

Negro Art Fletcher seeking the Republican
nomination. Fletcher did himself nothing but

good in Miami Beach when he appeared before

the GOP Platform Committee outlining his co-op
plan for low-income persons reported to be work-
ing well in the Tri-Cities . . . Meanwhile, certain
GOP leaders are casting a jaundiced eye at the
candidacy of Hydro-winner Bill Muncey — a
surprise filing on the Republican ticket which

- may, leaders fear, muddy the waters some for

hand-picked candidate Fletcher ... Half serious-
ly, others are wondering if Muncey’'s TV exposure
Sunday will force local stations to give his oppo-
nents equal time . .. An interesting twist: Cher-
berg just happens to be a TV exec himself” .". at

Channel 7 ... Kathie Baker, Bellevue chanteuse -

currently appearing at the Lynnwood Elks, is
planning a fight against State Rep. Brian J.
Lewis in the contest for the 41st District’s new
senatorial seat . . . Kathie, active and popular in
the district and with the county organization, has
managed to attract the support of both McCarthy
and Humphrey supporters in her district . .. First
Demo to leave to go to Chicage is Mary Lou Chaney,
7th Congressional District delegate, who headed
the state convention’s credential committee in
Tacoma and will serve as Washington’s rep on the
national committee . . . Meanwhile, other dele-
gates are viewing with mixed emotions reports

that the Chicago Amphitheater will be guarded.
by 6,000 police inside a high-wire enclave back- .

stopped by masses of FBI agents and 5,5000
mobilized National Guardsmen at the ready.
Inside, 500 sharp-shooting special police have
been assigned to the rafters... All this in a dem-
ocracy, yet . . . The_Freeholders’ Redistricting
Plan could produce an ominous polarization of
Valley interests into t\ istic n
districts . . . The possi

ibility surfaced recently in
comment by Howard Bothell, Auburn car dealer
. .. It’s Doubtful Governor Evans will R.S.V.P.
to King County Chairman Kenneth Rogstad’s in-
vitation to hear California’s explosive Max Raf-
ferty September 14 at the ‘Seattle Center ... the
governor's been invited . .. Add Other Controver-
sial, Conservative Visitors: Former Alabama Gov.
George Wallace who will be in Seattle Septem-
ber 17, also at the Seattle Center, to organize his
American Party preparatory to his third-party
bid . . . Coincidentally, the Washington State
Conservative Party, which has endorsed Wal-
lace’s candidacy, will convene separately the
same day . . . Most Controversial Quote of the
Week: Eddie Carlson’s statement to the State

Stadium Commission on behalf of the Seattle

_ Center site: “This plan relieves present conges-

tion on Mercer and Fifth while providing easy
access to the stadium .. .. “Undocumented Rumour
... Democratic State Treasurer Robert S. O'Brien
is looking ahead fo 1972 when he will make a try
for the gubernatorial nomination . .. His re-elec-
tion campaign this year is all sewed up. The Vith-
drawal of Orin Osborne from the race for South
District commissioner leaves most Democrats as
bewildered as they were when he filed ... noone
seems to know who he is or why he entered the
race in the first place ... Commissioner John
Spellman’s move to oust Airport Manager Stanley
Gallup expected tomorrow will be the elimax of
long efforts on Spellman’s part... this time, as we

- predicted last week, he just may have the votes...

The real unknown in this one is Gallup’s surprise
filing for the state post of land commissioner.




V5t Cne, Dut Two

TheRepublicans nominated not one but two
men Wednesday night: Richard M. Nixon and
Hubert H. Humphrey. And, judging by Hum-
phrey’s hard-to-contain delight at the Nixon nomi-
nation, it may seem to some they elected a Presi-
dent at the same time. But not Nixon!

Clearly, the Establishment prevailed in
Miami Beach and, because of that, it is likely the
Establishment likewise will prevail in Chicago

with the nomination of the Vice President. Real -

truriper in this for Democrats: The selection by
Nixon of Gov. Spiro Agnew as hisrunning mate. If
Nixon had chosen Mayor John V. Lindsay, Charles
Percy, or even hlark Hatfield, the ticket perhaps
could have continued some vestige of appeal for
" diszruntled Democrats. Now it has none...and
many informed observers feel numerically out-
voted Republicans can’t win without those votes.
Nixon's strategy — generally excellent — could
still prevail, but many, including disappointed
members of the GOP, are openly questioning it.
¥ x X

cglizhien tha i 8 )
Probably no one was more disappointed than
Gov. Dan Evans at what even his kindest critics
termed a “lukewarm” reception to his keynote
spcech Tuesday night. Highly important to him,
Evans had fashioned most of the document him-
self (with some assist from usual speech aide
Jim Lane) and had done research on all keynote
speeches back as xar a2s 1920 — not excluding
William Jernings B _\,an s famous “cross ofgold"
speach. So concerned was Evans that the address
be just right, he inviied 30 close advisers to the

mansion before he lelt to critique his efforts .
but most urged him onward with only mmor
changes. During his delivery, the governor suf-
fered from audience inattention, the lateness of
the hour, and some questionable TV camera
techzicues which, to relieve the singleness of
focus, cut away to various members of the audi-
ence in an essoriment of irrelevant occupations.
Probably Tvins suffered most, however, from
the coolness of imaze onthat hot August night

which prevenied his own undeniable sincerity ..
-andé ih :t ol vords . .. from really turning on
his aud a sne»ch did turn on some Dem-
ocrats, .o sever — and not favorably — particu-
larly at portions of it in which Evans referred to
the nobility of the American dream, and, in the
next breath ™. .. that to share in business, t0
reclize & proflit on invesiment, to run a factory or
a shop, to produce goods and see the money
return to the community . . . that these are the
things which made America great, her people
rich, and her opportunity unlimited.” Out of
context, but that particular dream reminded
. many Democer
tics of what's good for General Motorsis rfood for

America.
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2 Soma Topn Sizie faces

TFor Governor, the ho-hum campaign is expected
to pick up once the presidential conventions are
wound up, oarticul‘.ny, if as now looks m\ely,
H unpbrev joins Nixon as presidential nominee
and guessing stops about anything at that level.
Here, key staffers in the Durkan campaign seem
to-bemore satisfied with their candidate’s efforts
to date than do some in the O’Connell camp ...
The AG's supporiers seém to be concerned at
O'Connell’s inability to grab the necessary head-
lines. Durkan’s sides aren't saying it, but more
and more it's begitning to look like a 1972 cam-
paizn for the leg.slatwe leader than one in the
general election of 1933. One factor that could
cause Durkan strategists some problems: A con-
trol of the Senate by Republicans, in which case
Durkan could lack the prestige vantage point of
a key committee chairmanship from which he
could keep his candidacy alive until 1672. One
cebate to watch: The preprimary te]ewsxon con-
frontation betweenthe two.

Tite Auterney Ge".eral’s Co..ues. continues to
be a tough one to assess.”So far; frontrunners
appear to be Republican Slade Gorton and Dem-
ocrat Fred Dore — both legislators, — although
Dz_z:e's position could be vulnerable to some last-
minute erosion. Gorton claims to have twice as

Pree e aqerp
hLu.au.:.!

many bar endorsements as c.ny of his’ opponents ..
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By VIR er\‘A DURNSIDE Lo

and enjoys the embrace of Govelnor Evansina“
planned joint advertising campaign. On the Dem-
ocratic side, the fact that four Seattleites are in
the race might seem to enhance the chances of
former Pierce County Prosecutor John McCutch-
eon. Reports indicate, however, that McCutcheon

" is doing little work outside Tacoma, and the nom-

ination could go to the swift in this one. All of the
Demo candidates report state-wide organizations
in each county and all are filling stacked-up
speaking schecdules. Old-time politics regard this
as one of the really wide-open races on this year’s
ballot — something that hasn’t happened in
many years
*x * %* % * %

Bricfly No

Keep your cye on the race for lieutenant gov-
erno;: Present long-time Democratic Incumbent
John Cherberg faces stiff competition from Pasco
Negro Art Fletcher seeking the Republican
nomination. Fletcher did himself nothing but
good in Miami Beach when he appeared before
the GOP Platform Committee outlining his co-op
plan for low-income persons reported to be work-
ing well in the Tri-Cities . . . Meanwhile, certain
GOP leaders are casting a jaundiced eye at the
candidacy of Hydro-winner Bill Muncey - a
surprise filing on the Republican ticket which
may, leaders fear, muddy the waters some for
hand-picked candidate Fletcher ... Half serious-
ly, others are wondering if duncey’s TV exposure
Sunday will force local stations to give his oppo-
nents equal time ... An interesting twist: Cher-
berg just happens to be 2 TV exec himself... at
Channel 7 ... Kathie Bzker, Bellevue chanteuse
currently appearmf’ at the Lynnwood Eiks, is
planning a fight against State Rep. Brian J.
Lewis in the contest for the 41st District’s new
senatorial seat ... Kathie, active and popular in
the distriet and with the county organization, has
managed to aftract the support of both XMeCartay
and Humphrey supporters in her disirict... First
Demo toleave to go to Chicago is Mary Lou Chaney,
7th Congressional District delegate, who headed
the state convention’s credential committee in
Tacoma and will serve as Washington’s rep on the
national commitiee . . , Meanwhile, other dele-
gates are viewing with mixed emotions reporis
that the Chicago-Amphitheater will be guarded

by 6,CC0 police inside a high-wire enclave back-~

stopped by masses of FBI agents and 5,5000
mobilized National Guardsmen at the ready.
Inside, 300 sharp-shooting special police have
been assigned to the rafiers... All thisin a dem-
ocracy, yet . . . Tae Freeholders’ Redistrieting

. Plan could produce an ominous polarization of

Valley interests into two antagonistic north-south
districts . . . The possibility surfaced recently in
comment by Howard Bothell, Auburn car dealer
. It's Doubiful Governor Evans will R.S.V.P.
to King County Chairman Xenneth Rogstad’s in-
vitation to hear California’s explosive Max Raf-
ferty September 14 at the Scattle Center .. .the
governor’s been invited . .. £d4d Olher Controver-
sizl, Conservative Visitors: Former Alabama Gov.
George VWallace who will be in Seattle Sepiem-
ber 17, also at the Seattle Center, to organize his
Smerican Party preparatory to his third-party
bid . Coincidentally, the Washington State
Conservative Party, which has endorsed Wal-
lace’s candidacy, will convene sepzarately the
same day . . . xlast Controversinl (uete of the
Vreel: Eddie -Carlson’s statement to the State
Stadium Comrmission on behalf of the Seattle
Center site: “This plan relieves present conges
tion on ilercer and Fifth while providing easy
acecess to the stadium . .. “Undceumented Jumour
. Democratic State Treaaurer RobertS. O'Brien
is looking ahead to 1672 when he will make a try
for the gubernatorizal nomination . . . His re-elec-
tion campaign this year is all sewed up. The Vith-
€rawal of Crin Cshorne from the race for South
District commissioner leaves nost Democrats as
bewildered as they were when he filed ... noone
seems to know who he is or why he entered the
race in the first place ... Commissioner John
Spellman’s mrove to oust A xrport Manager Stanley
Gallup e.\p;cted tomorrow will be the climax of
long efforts on Shellman’s part... this time, as we
predicted last v'ee.\, hejust mzy have the votes...
The real unknown in this one is Galiud’s surprise
filing for the state post of land comriissioner.
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717"/ By HERB ROBINSON

Associate Editer, The Times

Two sections of a proposed county charter dealing
with campaign contributions and conflicts of interest
were deletcd because of a belief that the charter
should not contain detailed points of law, the chaii-
man of the Board of King County Freeholders said
toda)l. .—“‘—’_‘.'"_A"" e T
Richard Albrecht said the freeholders feel they
should not become involved in drafting proposed laws,

should produce a “‘constitutional document’

based on broad, general principles. S

The 15 freeholders are putting finishing touches
on a charter to be submitted for ratification by
King County votcrs November 5.

As drawn originally, the preliminary working
draft included one provision to require detailed re-
porting of campaign contributions and expenditures
in all county elections and another to bar county offi-
cers or employes from holding financial interests in
any firm doing business with the county.

Both were dropped after lengthy discussion. On
the conflict-of-interest issue, the freeholders substi-
tuted a section directing the county’s new legislative
body—assuming the charter is ratified—to enact pro-
hibitions against outside business dealings by officers
and employes, including a ban on acceptance of gifts
from persons or firms selling goods or services to the
county.

“We have no intention of abandoning the prin-
ciple,” Albrecht said. “There should be a conflict-
of-interest ordinance in county government, But it
is not practical to spell out all the details of such
legislation in a charter, partly because the docu-
ment would become too long.”

In deleting the proposed section requiring full
reports on campaign spending—it would have dis-
qualified candidates from holding office if violations
occurred—the freeholders instead drafted a brief
clause making political candidates in county elec-
tions subject to state laws relating to campaign ex-
penses.

3

COMMENT: The freeholders cannot be faulted
for seeking greater brevity in the charter—the pre-
liminaryv draft is 41 pages long.
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King County freeholders should meake a
provision in their proposed county charier
for county palitical candidates to file as in-
dependonts. The freelolders recently re-
fused to make such a provision, which
mans candidates must continue to file un-
der party labels,

As one dissenting freeholder, Paul S.
Friedlander, pointed out at a recent fres-
holders” meeting: “There are many quali-
fird pevsans, who would run as independ-
ents, but who won'f{ run on a party line.”
~ About 27 per cent of the national popula-
tion is independent. (There are as many
independents as there are Republicans, na-
tionally). :

PERUAPS even more than 27 per cent
of King County’s pepulation is composed of
independents and independent voters. A
candidate should have as much right to de-
clare himself as an independent as he does
1o declare himself a Democrat or Republi-
can.

Judges, city councilmen and other elect-
ed officials run on a non-partisan (inde-
pendent) platform. Why shouldn't other
elected officizls have the priviledge of run-
ning as independents or non-partisans — in
Kingz County and elsewhere?

The freeholders made another impor-
tant decision at their recent meeting:
Elected officials whose offices may be
eliminated by the proposed county charter
would be given a job with the county at the
same pay until they reach retirement age
(which would be set by the county person-
nel board).

Shouldn't it be necessary for these ex-
officials to compete with other candidates
for jobs on a competitive basis, at the es--

-'olgaﬁ. NS ‘3-’92“1&(*\” f-\”s\.ﬂg (r\‘ﬁxg”.m
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{ablished pav scale for the jobs, rather
{han at higher scales?

Many voters would prohably like to
know what the conflict-of-interest section
removed from the proposed charler by the
{recholders was. Voters will be interested
in seeing what sort of conflict-of-interest
section pertaining to county oificials or
employes is drafted by the freeholders at a
later date, as they propose to do.

J. J. ALB],
-307-36th Ave. E.

-

Mixen vs. Humpirey

This letter is addressed to the many
thousands of Democratic voters who are
appalled by the war in Vietnam and role
our party has played in making it. What
are we o do when faced with the “choice”
of Nixon-Humphrey in Novembar? Hum-
phrey has been a totally committed mem-
ber of the administration that is responsi-
ble for the war and that was massively re-
jected by Democratic voters in the prima-
ries. Nixon's chief comment on the war
over four vears, except for the lest few
weeks, has bzen to demand escalation of
one or anocther feature of the military in-
volvement. -

There will be’some who will urge us to
vote for Humphrey because of his domestic

_ policies. But what will these be worth with

four more years of Johnsoa-Humpirey
Vietnam policies? Others will say that the
“true Humphrey” will reveal himself after
the election. Alternatively we may hope
that Nixon, a conservative and cautious
man, might realize the futility and waste
of the Vietnam adventure and negoliate a
settlement, which at this date can hardly
be done “with honor.”

] @:elﬁjifl % WAl
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RATHER than hope for the emergenct
of the “true Humphrey' or the “‘realisiic
Nixon” we can do something 1o influencs
whichever of these two is elected. We ca1
write-in McCarthy or vote for a socialis
splinter parly. A massive vote of this type
in November may well be the deciding fac
tor in determining whether the “true Hum
phrey” or the “realistic Nixon” emerge ir
Januery. And if in the next two weeks
large numbers of Democratic voters make -
it clear to the party leadership thal we
st have a choice, even if they ignore the
message of the primaries, they may get
second thoughts about nominating a man
who is part and parcel of a discredited ad-
minisfration. _

MARTIN GOUTERMAN,
4006 Pasadena Place NE

VWeges and Prices

1 have read the editorial in the Aug. 12
edition of The P-I, entitled “White House
Musclz,” and 1 want to congratulate the
P-1 on its middle-of-the-road policy in re-
gard to wages and prices. This is as it
should be, but until each and every one of
us makes a diligent effort in the fight to
hold prices and wages, the terrible night-
mare of inflation will continue to plague us
all. It appears in these prosperous times
that the only answer to curbing the fantas-
tic price and wage war is wage and price
control.

1 urge everyone who has to earn a dol-
lar the hard way or otherwise to veice his
opinion {0 his congressman. Maybe then
we will get some action.

VERNE HEINIG,
T $239-48th Ave. SW
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NEW KING CHARTER NEARS COVPLETION
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County home rule efforts are nearing
completion in King County, are still in
preliminary stages in Snohomish County
and have stalemated in Clark County.

The King County frecholders have re-
leased ai)f_él'lmmary draft of the_new
county charter and hearings on a final
draft are scheduled in late July. The
freeholders propose to submit the docu-
ment to the voters in this fall’s general
election.

Snohomish County freeholders, elected
at the call of the county commissioners,
are holding preliminary meetings on the
shape a future charter may take. The
process is in the fact-finding stage and
no decisions on a revised structure of
couniy government have been made.

In Clark County a call for home rule
initiated by the local newspaper, The
Vancouver Columbian, stirred interest
but adequate support for immediate ac-

tion was not forthcoming. A citizen’s -

group has been formed to study the pro-
posal.

The King County charter draft calls
for nine elected commissioners and an
elected executive. The county’s chief ex-
ecutive officer would be elected at large
for a four-year term as a partisan. The

commissioners would be nominated and
elected from districts on a partisan basis
for staggered, 4-year terms.

A transitional phase provides the pres-
ent King County commissioners will au-
tomatically become members,of the nine-

man board until their terms expire.
The draft gives the executive a veto

over legislation passed by the commis-
sioners. The veto could be overridden
with six votes.

The charter eliminates all non-consti-
tutional elective offices with the excep-
tion of the assessor. The state constitu-
tion provides that the prosecuting attor-
ney, superior and justice court judges
and the superintendent of schools remain
elective.

All other county department heads
would be appointed by the elected execu-
tive, subject to confirmation by the com-
missioners.

Other main provisions include a five-
member personnel board to handle em-
ploye grievances within the civil service.

If the charter is approved this fall,

nominating primaries would be held next
February and a final election in March.
The charter and the newly-elected offi-
cers would take effect on May 1, 1969.




[

Sk T L N dae e
- Frecholders QK ¢ 18,000

e o ar i e pem e s

T

Bellavue American
Bellevue, Wash,
Cir, w. 8,512

AUG 15 fe5g

Allens v.cn.

The King County Free-

olders last night decided,
at a priority meeting, that
mem bers of the County
Council should be full time
and receive salarijes of
$18,060 per year.,

They _also decided that
there will be nine members
of the courcil and that they
should be elected on a parti-
san basis.

Richard Albrecht, chair-

man of the freeholders,
said: .

Est. 1855

“We have created a strong
chief executive (Adminis-
trator) in the charter and
the only way to provide a
balance of power is by hav-
ing a full-time council.”

.ON ANOTHER priority
matter, the frecholders de-
qlded that the chief execu-
tive should be elected and
not appointed.

A provision in the county
charter that would make the
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Articles 4, S and 6 of the
proposed new King County Char-
ter deal with Financial! Pro.-
cetdures, providas for a Per-
sonnel System and sets up the
ground rules for Elzsctions.

Perhaps the miost interest--
ing of these articles is the onz
which deals with the personnel
systzm under the charter,

All county employess would
be selected, advanced and fired
uncar ameritsystem, Tha char-
ter calls for the establishment
of e personnel system which
will assure recruftment, selec~
tion and retention of county
employees onthe basisof merit,
Bmployees would bz prormoted
on the basis of demonstrated
ability, and compensation and
personnel practices would keep
the county system competitive,
establishing a county ceareer
service.

A personnel board wouid be
composed of five members,
Four of these would be ap-
pointed by the county exccu-

tive, subject to confirmation

by a majority of the board of
county commissioners. One

"member would be elescted by

the county employees who are

members of the career’service.
P
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The board members would
serve for five years, one mem-
ber appointed each year, Ama-
jority of the board of commis-
sloners could remove a person-
nel board member, (but the
county exzcutive could not) for
just ceause after written char-
ges and a public hsaring by the
county commissioners,

Under Artcle § county em-
ployezs covered by the career
service and the couaty admin-
{strator are forbidden to en-
gage In any political activity,
on behalf or, and cannot pay or
asked to pay any assessmentor
contribution which will bencfit
directly or Indirectly anyone
occupying or seeking appoint-
ment, nomination or election to
any elzctive county offica,

Under Article 6, Elections,
one major item undsr the char-
ter calls for a statement of
campaign contributions and ex-~
penditures of ‘every candidate
for nomination or election to
county ofiice.

Within 10 days alter the pri-
mary, general or special elec~
tdon each candidate must file
an itemized statement with the
department of records andelsc~
tions on formsfurnished, show-

©
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ing all contributions andpledges
made to him or vpon his hehalf
and all campaign expsnditures
and obligations incurred byhim,

These statements would be a
matter of public record, Vio-
lation of this scction woulddis-
qualify the candidate fromhold~
ing county elective office,

Most important change under
Article 4 which sets out Fin-
enclal Procedures i{s the pre-
sentation and sdoption of bud-
gets.

The charter provides for a
performance budget, rather than
a "*line*’ budget, givingthe exe~
cutive some latituéz on budget-
ed iteins,

A budget message will ex-
plain the budget infiscalterms,
and in terms of goals to bz ac-
complished, relating the re-
quested eppropriations to the
comprehensive plans of the
county,

Prior to the public hearing
on the budget, copies would te
available for public inspection,

-and the budget message -and

supporting tables would be
available to interested persons -
upon request, with budget copies
furnished for a reasonabla fea,

P

holders.
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Saiary
county assessor appointive |
was voted down by the free-

The draft of the proposed
charter provides that the
assessor be elected.

The freeholders voted that
2 provision be included in
the charter that would auy-
thorize the council to es.
tablish regional county of-
fices to make county serv-
Ices more readily available
to outlying areas. o
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By Our County News Bureau

Nearly down to the wire, the
Board of King County Free-
. holders has scheduled a spe-
cial order of business next
Monday night to reach a final
decision on the size of the
County Council (the renamed
Board of King County Com-
missioners) and whether elec-
tions to name the new council-
men should be partisan or
nonpartisan.

The decision will be made
between a seven- or nine-mem-
ber, body, Paul Meyer, execu-
tive secretary of the group,
said.

Freeholders also will vote on
whether the new county chief
executive designed to function

holde

rs Slate
s Mondlay

as county mayor should be ap-
pointive or elective.

In a stepped-up schedule of
meetings to ready the pro-

‘posed new charter for submit-

tal to County Commissioners
in order to place it on the
November 5 general-election
ballot, frecholders met twice
this week. They decided,
among other things, to remove
a dollar hmltatlon on county

‘purchases requiring competi-

tive bids and approved merg-
ing of that department with
the county's present property
department.

Perhaps under the impetus
of the firing of County Airport
Manager Stanley Gallup, who
had filed for the post of state
land commissioner, freeholders
decided the new charter will
prohibit county employes from
running for political office
unless that employe first re-

-signs. Specifically unmentioned

is whether county employes

‘may run for the office of pre-

cinct committeeman

The new charter also places
the investigation of deaths in
the county under the authority
of the King County Health De-
partment.
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then. Instead they came last
night.

made it difiicult to get it on
the Nevember ballot.

Seattle, Wash,

Avurora Shoreline Journal
(Cir. W. 27,300)

AUG 14 1368
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i O S St IR N Donald "N/ McDonald, an
. - . Inglewood resident, Seattle area
2 e AN ] T il business-man and contractor has
R et E B by @?ﬁé’ (ONES ! ‘ P filed for Republican candidate for
= =4 PN R VNG B w Washington State Senator in the

First Legislative District.
McDonald further believes that
no new taxes or increases are

v s - . S : é
ter is well on its way lo gor-  ALempts to make commis- Freeholders also did no  Recessary because of the §140
3 change 2 provision to vetain  Million dollar unappropriated

ting on the November 5 gen-
eral-election ballot.

Efforts to reverse major
decisions were turned back
last night at a meeting of the
Board of Frecholders. This

sioners  part-time,  county
government nonpartisan and
the chief executive -appoin-
tive rather than elected
failed by wide margins. A
move to reduce the number
of county - commissioners

the assessar as an efected of-
ficial. There was an attempt
to include a provision calling
fur the assessor to be ap-
pointive without a charier
amendment if the Legisla-
ture at some future date

surplus in the general fund at the
end of this biennium. He believes
an income tax is not necessary.

McDonald, as an elected King
.County Fy -eholder, has been one of
the principal drafters of the new
County Charter.

mcans that in the coming i He has served on many
le 14 L S rom nine to seven also made assessor oo y
week lanouace refineme o faire ade assessors appoinhive. 1 i mbe
can bcl made in thenclllg;'?és failed but by a narrower It failed, 7 to 3. ' ﬁ?mcg:rﬁ::clg ;23 fﬁ?gsaﬁ?? Atr);.;
) v ; ‘ froelaldare e :

draft. ote, 910 G. Freeholders included in Industrial Council. McDonald has

The Beard of Frecholders
pluns to miect August 29 to

Thus the charter still calls
f_or the election of nine full-
time commissioners with a

the charter a provision au-
thorizing regional county of-
fices to make county serv-

been president and national
director of the Seattle Master
Builders, vice president and

adopt the charter secti arti [os1S i

s e ¢ theen ztitﬁibb}; starting salary of SIS.000 a ices avallable to outlying  national committeeman of the

5 10 certify it to the couza{y year, an elected chief execu-  arcas. Members felt the  Associated General Contractors,
tive and partisan county charter allowed it by re- ¢ president of the Washington State

commissioners for inclusion
on the ballot.

Major tests of the draft
version had been expecied

PO
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By Our County News Burea

Nearly down to the wire,
Board of King County Free- Novem
holders has scheduled a spe- ballot,
cial order of business
Monday night to reach a
decision on the size o
County Council (the renamed
Board of King County Com-

clections.

Any major change could
have set back the charter
time schedule and possibly

next this

maining silent, but a positive
statement was scen as possi-
bly assisting in charter pas-

sage in suburbun areas./

Frecholdars Slole
| Decisions Monday

u tal to County Commissioners
the in order to place it on the
ber 5 general-clection
freeholders met twice
week. They decided,
final among other things, to remove
f the a dollar limitation on county
purchases requiring competi-
tive bids and approved merg-

Construction Industry Council and
also treasurer and trustee of
Inglewood Country Club.

Est. 1888

/

missioners) and whether elec- ing of thqt department with
tions to name the new council- the county’s present property

men -should be partisan or department. ) )
nonpartisan. Perhaps under the impetus .

The decision will be made of the firing of County Airport
between a seven- or nine-mem- Manager Stanley Gallup, who
ber body, Paul Meyer, execu- had filed for the post of state
tive secretary of the group, land commissioner, frecholders
said. . decided the new charter will

Freeholders also will vote on prehibit county erpployes from
whether the new county chief running for political office .
executive designed to function unless that employe first re-
as county mayor should be ag- $1gns.

. pointive or elective. , T

In a stepped-up schedule of

. meetings to read}t' the pro-
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HE King "County freeholders have

undertakei @ subslamisl fisk for the
charter they are drafting by their deci-
sion to recommend a nine-member, full-
time board of commissioners drawing
annual salaries of $18,000 each.

The risk is whether the King County
electorate, when it votes on the pro-
posed charter in November, wili decide
that the central issue is ““bigger govern-
ment” and summarily reject the whole
charter proposition.

Naturally, 818,000 public sderies
become a volutile political issue to en-
gender opposition to the cherter prop-
osition. Still, such a salary level is
fully justified if the nine conumnission-
ers are to scrve in full-time capacities.

The crux of the matter, however, is
whether the King County government
requires nine full-time commissioners.

The three-member Port Commission
operates very _effectively on $l-a-year
salaries, a stipend established by the
voters several years ago cn recom-
mendation by the port commissioners
themselves, who then were receiving
$2530 annual “honorariums.” The theory
the commissioners advanced was that
the $250 honorarium tended to attract
poorly qualified candidates for the of-
fices—and that the token $1 salaries
would attract qualified businessmen.
The voters agreed by approving the
proposition.

School districts are governed by non-
salaried boards and, by and large, have
attracted superior and dedicated di-
rectors.

On the other hand, the City of
Seattle®s legislative braneh is made up
of ful[ -time, salaried councilmen an'l
ogain, has estabished a cre(hrublc

O OVeTIINen

record,

Obviously, the fmehold?*" decided to
follow the municipal government pat-
tern and to disregard the precedents vot
by schonl boards and the Port of Seatile.

Explaining the frecholders’ reason-
ing, their very able chairman, Richard
Albrecht, says the purpose is to estab-
lish a balance of power in the county
covernment, with both a strong execu-
tive administrator and a strong board of
commissioners serving full time.

Our view is that the freehoiders
made the wrong choice. We suggest
that, on balance, the nonsalaried direc-
tors of the Port and various School
Boards have established the more effi-
cient pattern.

The Port Commission and School
Doards have beon relutively free of

political muneuvering and have con-
f.ncd themselves in the main to legis-
lating pc!u} muatlers, I(’azmg adminis-
tretive affairs largely lo administra-
tors whom they have appointed.

The trend in Seattle’s municipal
goveriament in recent years has been
toward strenzthening centralized ad-
ministration of city affairs in the may-
or’s office, with the City Council relin-
quishing powers which had, in fact,
given the city a ‘““‘commission” form of
goverament with individual Council
members holding small kingdoms of in-
fluence and directicn by which the
powers of the mayor were circuravented.

In short, The Times believes that the
freeholders’ recommendation for an en-
larged, full-time board of nine commis-
sioners at SIS,OGO salaries is a back-
ward step completely aside from the
volatile political issue of the $18,000
salaries.
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"i“'HE King County freeholdets have
undertaken a substantial risk for the
charter they are drafting by their deci-
sion to recommend a nine-member, full-
time board of commissioners drawing
annual salaries of $18,000 each. .

The risk is whether the King County
electorate, when it votes on the Ppro-
posed charter in November, will decide
ihat the central issue is “‘bigger govern-
ment” and summarily reject the whole
charter proposition.

Naturally, £18,060 public salaries
become a volatile political issue to cn-
gender opposition {o the charter prop-
osition. Still, such a sclary level s
fully justified if the nine commission-
ers are 1o serve in full-time capacities.

The crux of the matter, however, is
whether the King County government
requires nine full-time coimmissioners.

The three-member Port Comraission
operates very effectively on $l-a-year
saleries, a stipend established by the
voters several years ago on_ recom-
mendation by the port commissioners
themselves, who then were receiving
. $250 annual “honorariums.” The theory
the commissioners advanced was that
the $250 honorarium tended to atiract
poorly qualified candidates for the of-
fices—and that the token §1 salaries
would attract qualified businessmen.
The voters agreed by approving the
proposition. ,

School districts are governed by non-
salaried boards and, by and large, have
attracted superior and dedicated di-
rectors.

On the other hand, the City of
Seatile’s legislative branch is made up
of fulltiime, salaried councilmen and,
again, has estabished a creditable
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receril.

Obviously, the freeholders decided to
follow the municipal government pat-
tern and to disregard the precedents set
by school boards and the Port of Seattle.

Explaining the freeholders’ reason-
ing, their very able chairman, Richard
Albrecht, says the purpose is to estab-
lish a balance of power in the county
government, with both a strong execu:
tive administrator and a strong board of
commissioners serving full time.

Our view is that the freeholders
made the wrong choice. We suggest
that, on balance, the nonsalaried direc-
tors of the Port and various School
Boards have established the more effi-
cient pattern.

The Port Comunission and School
Boards have been relatively free of
political mancuvering and have con-
fined themselves in the main to legis-
lating policy matlers, leaving adminis-
trative affairs largely to administra-
tors whom they have appointed.

The trend in Seattle’s municipal
government in recent years has been
toward strengthening centralized ad-
ministration of city affairs in the may-
or’s office, with the City Council relin-
quishing powers which had, in fact,
given the city a ““commission’ form of
government with individual Council
members holding small kingdoms of in-
fluence and direction by which the
powers of the mayor were circumvented.

In short, The Times believes that the
frecholders’ recommendation for an en-
larged, full-time board of nine commis-
sioners at $18,000 salaries is a back-
ward step completely aside from the
volatile political issue of the $18,000
salaries.

U. W. Prefessor Crivical
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Clause in

By JERRY BERGSMAN
A provision for nine full-
time county councilmen
could be a fatal weakness in
the proposed County Char-
ter, Dr. Brewster Denny said
yesterday.

Denny, director of the
Graduate School of Public

flairs at the University of
Washington, discussed the
proposed Charter in a talk to
the Municipal League’s lo-
cal-government committee.
He questibned that nine full-
time councilmen would have
to do as legislators only.

“The Charter,” he said,

i
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“promises to do something it
does not guite deliver. It
dees not separate the legisla-
tive and executive
branches.” -
Denny said that having
nine full-time councilmen
would be an invitation for
them to become part of the
executive branch. He said it
is difficult to get legislators
out of the executive branch
of government once they
step in.

‘Part-time councilmen with
good staffs would be better,
he said.

; - \
- B LY ) o "!" v " N e
fevs County Charter

The professor said the
Charter needs a statement of
“fundamental aspirations
and rights.” He called for
more flexibility in the per-
sonnel system, recognizing a
new type of public servant
who could be moved from
job to job as needed without
being locked into a civil-
service type of procedure.

But Denny said the free-
holders did an “excellent
job” in estalbishing the exec-
utive branch and he voiced
support for the concept of an
elected chief executive.
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A last-ditch effort to retain
the county auditor as an
elected official in the pro-
posed Charter failed last
night. The auditor would be
appointed by the Couaty
Council undar language ap-
proved by the Board of Erce-
holders.

The freeholders virtually
wound up their work. They
will meet next Thursday to
approve the Charter scction

by section and then the fol- |

lowing week to certify it to
the Board of King County

iolders

Commissioners for the Nov-

ember ballot.
Most  freeholders
the section-by-section

expect
ap-

proval to be given swiftly. !

Simon Wampold, freeholder,

after his try to keep the au- :
ditor elecied, remarked: !

“We've already voted on ev-

erything.

ONE QUESTION will be
week. The :
staff was asked to present !
alternative proposals to al-’
low a nonpartisan candidate

discussed next

to seek office. Basically, the

Charter calls for partisan
elections.

Wampold, speaking for an
elected auditor, said, “The
auditor should be the watch
dog of the Treasury, the con-
science of the county and not
subservient to any man but
his master, the public who
elects him.”

That move was defeated, 6
to 2. Other frecholders con-
tended it is the state’'s res-
ponsibitity to make the final
audit. They argued that the
County Council must appoiit
an auditor if there is to be a

Y B o
Politics

To Stay
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balance of power with the
exccutive branch.

Don MeDanald, who sided
with Wampold, moved to
combine the office of an
elected auditor with that of a
citizen-complaint depart-
ment. The motion {ailed on a
4 to 4 vote but McDonald in-
dicated he may try the ap-
proach again.

FREEHOLDERS also:
Guaranteed county com-
missioners they could com-
plete their terms of office
but not be assured a position

.3 -

Hi

e p

-

with county government aft-
er that.

The Charter now guaran-
tees elected officials, except
commiissioners, jobs with
county government until re-
tirement age.)

Made the deadline for
adopting boundaries for
councilmen districts April 30
every five years beginning in
1971.

Toughened the penalty
against councilmen for fail-
ing to redistrict on time for
forfeiting half their pay until
they do.

Ec
acted Auditor

Gave the first elected chief |
executive a four-year term
by having it expire in 1972, |

Required an employe seek- ;
ing an elected public office :
to take a leave of absence :
during the campaign and, if
elected, during the term of
ofiice. County employes
would be allowed to serve as
precinct committeemen with-
out taking a leave. .

Banned a refercndum or -
ipitiative on employe work.
ing conditions, hours and
fringe benefits.

7

In C@uni'y

By Our County News Bureau

The Board of King County
Freeholders decided Monday
to stick with nine councilmen
(the present board of county
commiissioners expanded to
nine members and renamed

*‘councilmen™) and make their
positions — as well as all
county elective positions —

partisan.

"~ The group also agreed to
hold to their original decision
by which the new post of
county executive would be an
elective one rather than ap-

pointive. :

‘Both decisions were regard-
ed as pivotal before the char-
ter is adopted, section by sec-

tion, August 29.

The final adoption will come
approximately one week later.

A decentralization of county
government, alreadyv partly un-
der way, frecholders decided
should be encouraged by its
inclusion in the charter. Dis-
cussion Monday centered on .
the possibility of new county
councilmen officing in branch
county offices to provide clos-
er liaison to voters on county

problems.
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By JERRY BERGSMAN
- A provision for nine full-
time county counciimen
could be a fatal weakness in
the proposed Couvntv Char-
ter, Dr. Bréwster Denny said
yesterday.

Denny, director -of the
Graduate Schcol of Public
Affairs at the University of
Washington, discussed the
proposed Charter in a talk to
the Municipal Lecgue's lo-
cal-government committea.
He questivied that m“_ full-

time councilmen would have
to do as legislators only.
“The Charter,” ke said,

£

#

. ing.
‘-.changes be in a formal form
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Freeholders’
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Many small :md some major
changes to the propesed county
charter were made Wednesday
night in last-minute efforts by
the King County frecholders to
make the document sound and
attractive to a majority of the
voters in November.

The most significant move at
the final working meeting was
rejection. six to two. of a mo-
tion to include an elected audi-
tor in the new form of govern-
ment. The charter draft now
provides for 11 elected offi-
cials—nine county commission-
ers (by districti, a county exec-
utive (at large and.assessor.
The last-named post as an elec-
tive versus appointive office.
has drawn the most fire be-
tween the conservative and lib-
eral blocs on the 15-member
freeholder board.

The board has been working
six months to draft a home. rule
charter.

Board Chairman Richard Al-
brecht. at Wednesday's neet-
asked that any final

o Charter

“promises to do something it
does not quite deliver. It
does not separate the legisla-
tive and executive
branches.”

Denny said that having
nine full-time counc.lman
would be an invitation for
them tv become part of the
executive branch. He said it
is difficult to get legislators
out of the executive branch
of government once they
step in.

Part-time councilmen with
good staffs would be better,
he said.

“fundamental

£]®

when presented for section-by-
section adoption. tomorrow.
The all-day meeting will begin
at 9 a.n. at the Washington
Athletic Club.

The Frecholders. represent-
ing all parts of the county. will
then vote to approve the docu-
ment as a whole Sept. 5. on a
schedule for inclusion on the
November ballot.

One change to be considered
tomorrow will be provision for
a nonpartisan candidate to seek
office. Freeholder Don McDon.
ald indicated Wednesday he
would also move that the char.
ter provide combination of an
elected auditor's office with a
citizen-complaint department.

The eight freeholders present
Wednesday voted in stricter
provisions assuring redistrict-
ing by county commissioner dis-
tricts every five years.

The penalty for not complet.
ing the redistricting job in the
first four months of the required
period will be the retention of
county commissioner salaries
during the time the redistrict-
ing ordinance is being drawn up

P4
assor Critical O
| r. ;;u.n . ﬁ- £y, '-:-!-,x -,
in NMew County Charier

The professor said the
Charter nzeds a statement of

aspirations

and rights.,” He called for
more flexibility in the per-
sonnel system, recegiizing a -
new type of public servant
who could be moved from
job to job as needed without

being locked

into a civil-

service type of procedure.
But Denny said the free-

holders did an

“‘excellent

job” in estalbishing the exec-
utive branch and he voiced
support for the concept of an

elected chief executive.
. ~
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by an executive-appointed com-

. Mmittee.

The deadline for redistricting

vas spelled out as April 30
every five years be"n‘mn' in
1971.

The frecholders also remov ed
a guarantee that county com-
missioners would be assured a
position with county govern-

ment until retirement. The -
charter does provide that the
present commissioners may

complete their term of office.

Initial term for the chief exec-
utive. a new branch ¢f govern-
ment created by the charter.
was extended to four vears. ex-
piring in 1972. In a unanimous
decision the freeholders made
illegal the use of the referen-
dum or initiative to change em-
ploye working conditions. “hours
and fringe benefits. saying this
was a management matter.

The board decided that an
elected official can be removed
from office for commission of
a crime only after conviction
and after all appeal proceedings
have been exhausted.

[N
o
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Charter Plan —

By VIRGINIA BURNSIDE
COur County News Bureau

The Board of King

County Freeholders will
offer a new charter with

a seven-man Board of

County Commissioners...
not nine. ‘

The previous 9-t0-6 division

among freehnlders favoring the
larger number of commis-
sioners has shifted, according
to Chairman Richard Albrecht,
and a new vote will be taken
Thursday. Albrecht said he
would cast his vote with what
he believes to be the new
majority sentiment for the
smaller number.

The move well could prove a

major hitch to present plans
for freeholders to wind up,
section by section, final exami-
nation on the new charter by
Thursday night before it is
submitted to the Board of

County Commissioners

for

certification to the ballot.

A special districting com-

mittee - including Howard

Ging May Gei Beord Of Seven

Bothell, Auburn, and James Albrecht's comment on what
Curran, Kent ~ met Monday to the results of a possible delay
draw new boundary lines in could be. Freeholders must
anticipation of the smaller submit the final draft of the
board, but it is not known new charter to the Board of
whether the frecholders as a -County Commissioners before
body will approve the new September 20 in order to qual-
districting plan. It was sub. ify it for a place on the Novem.-
mitted to them yesterday for ber5ballot. .
examination after Raj Joshi, The day-long meeting tomor-
consultant, made the final row is preliminary to final
drawings. approval expected September
“We've got a problem,” was 6, PP
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By JERRY BERGSMAN %. “récholders

The number of counly
councilmen specified by the
proposed county charter
probably will be reduced
from nine to seven tomor-
row.

Richard Albrecht, chair-
man of the Board_of Free-
holders, said yesterday he
reactivated a  councilman-
districting committee after
two frecholders told him
they were planning to re-
verse their ecarlier stands

H.wum&w:w for the Treduction,

Yy e AV 4
m M.W .n..\,V
faced heavy
criticism for writing into the
charter a provision for nine
full-time county councilmen
with beginning pay of $18,000
a year,

The new languaze proba-
bly will provide for enlarg-
ing the Board of Councilmen
automatically to nine when
the county’s population
reaches L3 million, That is
expected to eccur in about
1975,

James O'Connor and Jack
Geoffroy are the {wo frce-

- N

S
DLACTeC

N‘-
S
holders planning to change
their vote. If all others vote
the way they did previnusly,
the reduction to seven would
be approved, 810 7.

Both O'Connor and Geof-
froy said " many persons
scemed concerned ahout the
number of councilmen in re-
lation to the population.
Geoffroy said his  earlier
thinking was influenced by
the number of peaple who
felt they were unable to
reach anyone in county gov-
ernment with their problems

WUt Proposad Counei

and wanted councilman dis-
tricts small enough so they
could "reach someone’s
ear.”

Gaotfroy added that the
change in (he number of
counzilmen will mean {hat
each would represent 180,060
persons instead of 133,000,

He said he will vote for the
reduction if a satisfactory
new plan for district bounda-
rics is presented.

Albrecht said he hoped a
new plan for boundaries of
tl

N crnrmeibaen dict

R A : L

T ——

be approved tomorrow. The
five-member districting com-
mittce met Monday and
came close to agreement on
one plan, Albrecht said. He
said a modification vf that
plan, designed to overcome
objections, will be ready.

If the change is made it
will not affect the frechotder
time schedule. Freeholders
intend to adopt the charter
section by section tomorrow
and certify it for the Novem-
ber § gencral-electivn ballot
next week,

Im‘m

In  anticipation ¢
change in the num
councilmen, Albre
structed the stalf to
language changes in
provisions that will be
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Com'u)s }rec"holders August

21 intervie.ed™ a candidate

for charter legal adviser.
The candidate is Bill Bark-
er, an atiorney. He was in-

terviewed by Freehold-

ers Chairman Norma Bruns.
Members of the county
board also heard a report
from Gordon Maxwell re-
garding apportioning the
county into five disfricts. A
five-district county, governed
by five - man councils, has
been proposed.

The freecholders are point-

. ing for November 15 as a

deadline for completing a
rough draft of the proposed
county charter.
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Slow Charter ‘Sale

By Our County News Bureau also will begin shortly, h

* Efforts made by the Board
of King County Freeholders,
working with a citizen’s com-
mittee to ‘“sell” the new coun-

U 4 vt

by a shortage of funds.

This was the statement
Tuesday of chairman Richard
Albrecht, who said he foresaw
no large-scale campaign chest
available to the promotional
effort for the charter such as
was available in the Forward
Thrust effort.

There 1s just slightly over
two months availabie for the
tell-and-sell campaign, Al-
brecht noted, which will de-
mand a major effort from
both the freeholders and the
citizen committee which will
be formed shortly. He said
freeholders will provide the
nucleus of a speakers’ bureau
which will be available for de-
bates, presentations, panel ap-
pearances and the like.

. An endorsement ecampaign

. supporting the new charter

ty charter, could be hampered

said.

The chairman would mak
no advance guess as to th
charter’s likely fate at th
polls November 5, and ther
had been no public-opinio
sampling — official or nonoff
cial — to indicate whetber th
public approves provisions i
the new charter.

The document, he notad, will
share space on the longest bal-
lot in King County history, and
share the spotlight with a hot
presidential race and a state

general election that could.

emerge from the doldrums
into a tightly fought contest.

“It is our hope that the focus
of the campaign on govern-
ment ‘issues could generate
similar interest in what I think
are some remarkable new di-
rections spelled out in the
charter,” Albrecht said.

Speakers on the charter may
be obtained by calling the

Board of King Counly Free-
holders in the Courthouse. = ’
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A provisien allowing candi-
dates not afiifiated with a
political party to seck county
office was inserted yester-
duy It the proposed county
charter.
The new element in eounty
elections came in the final

miautes  as the Board of
Freehnlders virtually com-
N Ainad

pleted 108 WGTR

The Frecholders turned
back efforts to reduce the
number of councilmen from
9 to 7. to make them part-
time and ta clect the auditor
and the sheriff.

TUE BOARD will meet a
. week from today to certify
Ahe proposed charter to the
Board of King County Com-
missioners for submittal to
th~ votors November 5. The
ouly question remaining s
how many of the 15 frechold-
-ers will sign the charter.

Freeholders wound up
. their work, a task that began
in earncst in February, with
a 10-kbur sessicn that broke
only for lunch.

I the charter is adopted in
Neovember, it would go into
-efiect May 1. That would re-
guire a special primary elec-
tion February 11 and a gen-
eral clestian March 11,

. Candidate filing would be
the week of Decembar 14.
The followicg week would be
reserved for filing only if
one of the incumbent County
Commiissicners seoks a new
position under the charter in-
stead of remwining as a
County Councilman for the
duration of his term.

The extra weck for fifing
was estabiished because of
the widespread speculation
that County 1
Ed Munio will scek the chief
executive post,

The charter calls for the

Commissioner-
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clection of a chief exccutive,
nine county ceuncilmen re-
presenting specified districts
and an assessor. All others
are appointed.

A last minute change
paves the way for appoint-
‘ment bf an assessor in the
future, but only if the State
Legislature adopts a meas-
ure requiring the appoint-
ment instead of election of
all assessors in the state.

THE PROVISION allowing
non-partisan  candiates to
run for office along with par-
tisan office scekers was ap-

.proved at the urging of Rob-

ert Block, a Freecholder.
Multnomah County in Ore-
gon provides for a similar
mechanism.
It works like this:

A candidate files as an
“independent.” If the total

primary vote for all those
filing as independents equals
at least 20 per cent of the
entire vote cast for all those
secking the position, the in-
dependen  candidate  with
the largest number of votes
goes on the general election
ballot with the Republican
and Democratic nomince. An
independent candidate c¢an-
not seck election on a parti-
san ticket.

This differs from candi-
dates liling on minor parties.
Minor party candidates are
certificd to the ballet follow-
ing a convention held on pri-
mavry-election day and after
obtaining a petition signed
by 100 registered voters.
Thus, the names of minor-
party candidates appaar
only on the general-election
ballot, .

Failure to reduce the num-
ber of county councilmen to
scven was mainly the result
of three Freeholders being
absent. Two of them were
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expected to vote for the for the life of this charter. :
change. Pm sincere. We've plaved
Seven of the 12 Freeholds with this ton fong to lose it.
crs present went along with  We've done tao many good :
the reduction, but the things to lnse it g
Board’s rules require eight But James O'Connor and -
affirmative votes for final qthers felt the whale concept
adoption of cach section. oy charter was based on |
Simon Wampold, a Free- fullime Lesislature renr
holder, tried to effect a com- & fulime Legislature repre-
promise, first calling for senting districts and avail-
dropping the salary from able to residents of those dis-
$18,00 yearly to $9,600 and {picts. .o
later to $2,400 but both ef-
forts failed. NEW EFFORTS to clect a
“We're speaking on  the county auditor and a sheriff
life or dcath of this charter,” both failed by ] votes to 3
Wampold said. “With nine  yotes. The auditor, who will
full-time commissioners this be limited to auditing the ox- |
charter will not pass. I plead ecutive branch, is appointed |
R : \\ by the Council. The sheriff is
part of the Department of
‘ Public Safety whose director
is appointed.
A strong measure requir-
_ ing the listing of campaign !
contributions and expendi- ;[
tures was reinserted in the !
charter. The charter re-
quires the County Council to
enact a conflict-of-interest
law, and Freeholders banned
an  elected  official  from
- being appointed to any other
©} county position during his
Qrm of office. :
. / ;
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Charter:
Nine On

: Ag F
Council
BY ROBERT COUR

King Counfy's proposed
new government will have
nine councilmen, Freehold-
ers decided yesterday. )

Charter writers spent an -
entire day going over each
article of a county - ~~+ttyu.
tion which will he put be-
fore voters at the Nov. §:
general election. Freehold-
ers will t2'» a last look at
the entire plan next Thurs-
day.

In a lively session at the
Washington Athletic Clob,
the Freeholders failed by
one vote to reduce the num-
"ber of County Councilmen
from nine to seven.

FREFHOLDEL amesg
O’Connor declared that “a
great deal of adverse criti-
cism" wasdeveloping
among vc'-vs, mostly be-
cause of the $18.000 annual
salary attached to the jobs,
and several others suggest-
ed that the chari-~ would
gain greater acceptance if

the number of office holders = ¢

was cut.

Attorney Simon Wampoold
questioned whether full-
time County Councilinen
are needed. He offered a
substitute proposal calling
for nine councilmen but at
a salary of $9.6(3 . year,

“The life or death of this
charter is at stake,” he

_ pleaded. “Already people
are asking what are these
councilmen going to do with
their time?”

FORMER State Rep. Nor-
man Ackley said the reduc-
" tion from nine to seven
councilmanie districts would
cut the Burien-High'ine dis-
“SHgt infe itbret s vestoiderd
did not attend the meeting,
" They were Lyle Schneider,
Bob Eberle and Terry
McKenna. Supporters could
.muster only seven voies
. and eight affirmatives are
required.
. .The Board ran into anoth.
{ €r snag when another move '
developed to make the King .
(;ounty Assessor an appoin-
tive position urder a Coup-
ty Executive — 3 job tlat
may develop into a peliti-
cal power second in the
state only to that of the gov-
ernor, :

ACKLEY argued that to |
Tetain an elective auditor

. “is to retain the present ar-

chaic system.”

-

Nine Favored —

. County area and voting were

Frecholders
Nix Board
0Of Seven

By VIRGINIA BURNMSIDE
Our County News Bureau
A last-minute effort to

new eounty commis-
sioners in a proposed
King County charter
from nine to seven mem-
bers failed yesterday
after exhaustive debate
on the issue by the Board
of Freeholders. -

Final vote on the key issue
was seven favoring the reduced
number and five opposed to
the change. An affirmative vote
of eijht was necessary to re-
duce the nine commissioner
districts previously agreed on
to a seven-member board.

The vote was by voice, and
tally of individual freeholders’
positions on the reduced board
was not recorded. ’

Present from the South

James Curran, Kent, and
Howard Bothell and Lyle

ent was Terry McKenna, a
Kent member of the group.

2

reduce the number off

Schneider, Auburn. Not pres-

The seven-member plan}:
would have enlarged the com.
missioner district including
Kent and Auburn to take in the
southern part of Normandy
Park and extended the com-
missioner district including
Renton into Southeast Seattle.
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Frecholders Seck
| Chorter Inguiries

By Our Couvty News Bureau

Richard All.ech!, chairman
of the Board of King County
Freeholders, said Friday he
will ask county commissioners
to keep the freeholder office in

the county courthouse open as

an informational center until
the general election Nov. 5.
Freeholders wound up all
but the formal presentation of
the finished charler in an ex-
haustive, day-long aralysis of
all sections in the document
Thursday. The group will meet
again Friday morning to for-
mally OK the charter for sub-
mittal to the Board of King
County Commissioners Sept. 9,

_but no changes will be made

at that point, Albrecht said.
«I feel we have a duty to

‘provide information about the

charter to the public and to
offer a headquarter’s facility
to those persons and groups

wishing to schedule freeholders.

as speakers to explain what
we have done,” Albrecht de-
clared.

He said he viewed the coun-
ty ordinance that created the
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Sun. 239,092)
AUG 31 1958
Sllen’s p.c.n.

Est. 1888

BY ROBERT COUR

King County’s proposed B
pew government will have
nine councilmen, Freehold-
ers decided Thursday.

Charter writers spent an
entire day going over each
article of a county -»nstitu-

© tion which will be put be- -

fore volers at the Nov. 5
general election. Freehold-
ers will ta" 2 a last look at
the entire plan next Thurs-
day.

In a lively session at the
Washington Athletic Club,
the Freeholders failed by
one vote to reduce the num-

- ber of County Councilmen

charter effort as one that from nine to seven. -

encompassed an educational
process on the document once
it was completed.

Albrecht said all members‘t

FREEHOLDER James
O’Connor declared that “a
great deal of adverse eriti-

/‘”KV"M”{\

cism” was developing
among voters, mostly be-
cause of the $18,000 annual
salary attached to the jobs,
and several others suggest-
ed that the chartcs would

of the freeholders group have(
serve as a nucleus for a speak- {
ers bureau to tell and sell the

charter throughout the county. {
He said he also would an-]
nounce next week further de-;

tails of the promotional cam-;

paign designed to win voter,
acceptance of the group’s ef-i:

. fort at the polls Nov. 5. ]

o et T

gain greater acceptance if
the number of office holders
was cuf. .

Attorney Simon Wampold
questioned whether full-
time C ou nty Councilmen
are needed. He offered a
substitute proposal cailing
for nine councilmen but at
a salary of $9,6C0 . year.

“The life or death of this
charier is at stake” he
pleaded. “Already people
are asking what are these
councilmen going to do with
their time?”

FORSIER State Rep. Nor-
man Ackley said the reduc-

. tion from nine fo seven

councilmanic disiricts would
cut the Burien-High'ine dis-

. ftrict into three paris and
- endanger passage of the

new charter. "~ -

- Supporters of the seven-
councilmen proposal proha-
bly had the votes for pas-
sage but three Freeholders
did not attend the mes*ig.
They were Lyle. Schreider,
Bob Eberle and Terry

McKenna. Supporters could

musier only seven votes

: and eight affirmatives are
" required.

The Board ran into anoth-
er snag when another move

- developed to make the King
. County Assessor an apnoin-

tive position under a Coun-
ty Executive — a job { at
‘may develop into a peliti-
cal power second in the
state only to that of the gov-
ernor. :
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By HERB ROBINSON

Assaciate Editor, The Times
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After two fearsome weekends on the highways in
which 40 persons died in traffic, the state got through
the three-day Labor Day holiday with only a relative
handful of deaths.

State-wide weekend highway f{atalities are com-
puted from 6 p.m. Friday to midnight of the follow-
ing Sunday. Three weekends ago, the death toll was
22, the blackest such period of the )ear Eighteen
died the next weekend..

But over Labor Day, only four deaths were listed,
even though the holiday added 24 hours to the re-
cording peried. Why?

The anemaly is not subject fo ready explana-
tions. But S..ai.e Patrol Chief Wil Bachoefoer be-
Yeves multiple {acters may have been involved, not
the least of wiich \\‘.s the large force of troomrs
patrcliing major travel routes.

Starting last Thursday and continuing through
the holiday, all leaves and days off were canceled,
which periniited the Patrol to muster a force of
nearly 600 men, about 200 more than are on duty
normally. Among those assigned to duty were 49
cadets from the Patrol academy at Shelton.

“I can’t help buf believe that the mere sight of
all those patrol cars on the road scrved as a deter-
rent to the kinds of v1olat10ns that cause accidents,”
Bachofner said.

At the same time, Bachofner added, Sunday’'s
cloudy and cool weather evidently caused many mo-
torists to return home a day early, thus reducing the
congestion that ordinarily would have occurred Mon-
day night.

_.DMoreover, it is rea sonalne to assume, the chief

’“ .v]g" wAar Ntw\ of traffic hazards in-
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increases in local-level traffic-en-
might be in order for areas

whether

ponder
forcement manpower
outside State Patrol jurisdiction.

Notes on the News

© A lengthy package of proposcd bills has been com-
piled by the newly organized Washinglon Environmental
Council for presentation to the 1969 Legislature. One of the
most controversial measures advecated by the group is a
proposal that would compel residential subdivisions to
allocate a speuflc proportion of their acreage to public-
park space.

€ 1Ina l s( minute move, the Board of Kirg County
Freecholders has remedied what would have been a cru-
cial weakness in the proposed county charter to be sub
mitted to the voters in November, An earlier drait omittcd
a strong regulation on reporting of political-campaign
contributions. But the board later reinserted the provi-
sion, thus strengthening the document considerably . . .

© The defeat of Senator Ernest Gruening in-Alaska’s
Democratic primary election is believed to have been less
the result of Gruening’s criticism of Vietnam-war policies
than his advanced age—S8l. The campaigning abilities of
his opponent, Mike Gravel, Alaska speaker of the House,

also were a factor. /
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The proposed county chur-
ter was approved today by
the County Boord of Free-
holders  foT—SiHENSTON " (o

voters In the November 3

-~
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general election.

avsent members are expect-
ed to sign the resolution of
adoption by Monday-.

SN S
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The vote was 13 to 0. Two

Seattle, Wash.
Shopping News
(Cir. 2xW. 151,000)
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I Stand Teken O o v
Employee-Candidstes

The King County Board of
Freeholders has passed a
regulation requiring county
employees to take a leave of
absence from their jobs if they seek
elective office.

The provision was amended to a
portion of the proposed County
Charte.r banning employees from
campaigning in behalf of someone
seeking county office.

Est. 1888
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The bourd will meet Mon- '

da.y with the County Com-
mission and forma]]yvask the
comimissioners to place the
charter on the ballat,

t

i

LWV Sponsor Discussion )

7

217

Charier and Frecholders

“The Charter. Freeholders

) and You." a discussion of the
proposed King County Charter

| is being sponsored by the

League of Women Voters from
} Highline, Renton and South

King County.

The ‘luncheon meeting will
be held at Meekers Landing,
Kent Sept. 11. A $2.50 registra-
tion will include buffet lunch.

James Curran. Virginia
" Gunby and Richa:d Albrecht,

Freeholders, will explain the
' Charter.

A ‘“‘Meet the Press” will
follow the discussion with
answer questions posed by
} Marsha Biue, Highline Times;

Ray Kelly, Federal Way News
) and Virginia Burnside, Valley

Times.

L\.‘The final 30 minutes of the

program will be open for ques-
tions from the audience.

Registration begins at 11 a.m.
and luncheon at 11:30 a.m., the
program will be at 12:30 p.m.

Reservations may be made
by calling Mrs. Harold Briggs,
TA 41917 or Mrs. Robert Alli-

son, CH 4-6312. -~
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By HENB RODXINSON
Associate Editor, The Times
Notes and Comment oo T
© The proven success of highway median barriers

. in
other parts of the country has been such that the City
Council should move promptly to approve Mayor Braman's

request for a safety barrier in Alaskan Way South. Braman
has recommended that the city share with the State High-
way Department the $235,600 cost of a barrier dividing the
street from the viaduct scuth to South Nevada Street. It
would resemble a similar installation completed recently in
the Roanoke freeway approach to the Evergreen Point
Floating Bridge. .. .
© Although the search for a nejv Seaitle park super-
intendont extendad throughout the nation, Mayor Braman
chose from “inside the ranks” yesterday in appointing
Hans A. Thompsan. Thompsen has been recreation di-
rector in tho Seattle Park Department since 1865. The
apnaintment is a good one en two counts—Ifirst, Thompsen

. evidently is an able and experienced man in his field and

secend, the promotion from within the department is hene-.

ficial to employes’ morale throughcut municipal govern-

ment... . .
© The drafting of a proppsed King Countyv charter truly’

was 2 labor of love. The 15 nonsalaried members of
county Board of Fresholders, elected last fall, .gave more

than 2,000 hours of their time in their deliherations. The

charter now will be submitted for voter ratification in the
November § election. i

e
1
e

It requires only a simple majority
for approval. (For Times ediforinl, s2e Page 13.) . . .

o Vith summer givinz way to early autumn, the days
on the crlendar anuenr to elanse with increasing snoad.
It mav coms as a mild shock, for example, to discover

" fhat the Sentembor primary election is only seven dayvs

away and that the Washinzien Hrsias® fosthall gnendr—
against Rice—will be played a week from Saturday . . »

© If the dreams of rapid-transit planners one day are
realized here, Seattle patrons of a mnss-transit system may
find themselves riding in ultramodern subway cars like
those planned for Washiraton, D. C.’s “Detro” system. A
prototype of the car, unveiled this wesk, includes air cor-
ditioning, tinted-glass windows (for surface-route travel),
bucket-stvle seats and a public-address system over which
a tape-recorded voice will announce each stop. // '
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Humphrey Or Kixon?

Amid the swirls of subsiding reaction to what
happened in Chicago, here’s how loeal leaders
are assessing the chances of each party's nomi-
nee to win in November:

Kenneth Rogstad, Republican county chair-
man: “I believe the polls will confinue to show
Nixon the front-runner ... and nothing that took
place  at the Democratic convention alters my
opinion. The high degree of disunity and dis-
sension among the Democratic delegates will in-
evitably be translated back to the districts from
which they cameé. That’s where elections are won
or lost.” .

Robert Kull, Democratic state chairman: “I
see no choice between Nixon or Humphrey . ..
Although I believe Humphrey will campaign
hard and ably, the question is, do we have enough
time to heal our wounds...”

C. Montgomery Johnson, Republican state chair-
man: “There was no question in my mind before
the Democratic convention Richard Nixon would
be the next President of the United States. There
is none now!

Frank Keller, former Democrahc state chair-
man: “Both parties were hurt by over-exposure

. and both will lose volunteer workers norm-
ally available after the conventions are over.
What happened in Chicago dirtied the process

. and in so doing . . . could hurt Humphrey’s
chances...”

John Barnard, former Republican county chair-
mand and Evans' campaign aide: “For Republi-
cans to feel that the Democratic convention did
great damage to the Democratic nominee and,
conversely, greatly improves Republican changes
is erroneous. There's already too much Republi-

can complacency involved in the presidential

campaign now!”

Democratic County Chairman Jeannette Wil
liams: “We've got a lot of work to do. While it’s
still too early to accurately assess their long-
term impact, events at Chicago still aren’t going
to help Humphrey win the presidency.”

* * *

The Delegates’ Side of the Stoty

As Democratic delegates to the convention re-
turned to the state last week, some slants on
local involvement in the Chicago story emerged.
Among them:

There seem to be few complaints from most
delegates about the convention site. It was bound
to happen, seems to be the consensus, at least
among the pro-Humphrey groups which com-
prised the majority of the warring elements
in the Washington State delegation. Delegates,
housed approximately two miles from the Conrad
Hilton Hotel where the unscheduled part of the
proceedings took place, never were in any physi-
cal danger, according to reports. Diligent in their
attendance at the late-running sessions, most
were unaware, except via TV coverage, of events
at the park. Nevertheless most seemed apprecia-
‘tive of police protection and approved, not con-
demned, the action of Mayor Daley and Chica-
£0's fmest . including Democratic National
Committeeman Luke Graham who also was a
member of the convention site committee which
selected Chicago in the first place.

Conspicuous by his absence: President John-
son, either by verbal references or by signs,
banners or other party hoop-la by whlch notables

About
Folitics

Notes DR
And
Comment ]

make their presence felt. As to his control of the
convention itself or the platform approved by the
party, many delegates feel Johnson’s hand was
involved but not paramount, particularly in the
foreign-policy sections of the platform.

Denying the Vietnam plank was dictated by
direct line from Texas, Mrs. Williams (a member
of the convention’s platform committee) declared
the war plank reflected a compromise but no
blanket endorsement of Johnson policies.

“The only portion of the platform bearing John-
son’s signature was that section devoted to the
peace negotiations in Paris,” she states. That
section is highly complimentary to the Presi-
dent’s actions in getting peace talks started.

Others who failed to make the scene: Senator
Henry M. Jackson, 6th District Congressman
Floyd Hicks, and 3rd District Congresswoman
Julia Butler Hansen. The same trio likewise was
no-show at the Democratic state convention in
Tacoma. Chief loser then . .. Hicks, who Demos
reasoned should have been there -

State delegates to Chicago were, to a man, im-
pressed by the performance of Georgia Negro
Legislator Julian Bond. Many noted, not inciden-
tally, the complete absence of Negro participants
in the violence, pointing out that Negroes chose
to work (and creditably!) within the political
process rather than trying to break it... some-
thing that marred the Republican conventlon in
Miami.

* % %

Party Preprimary Endorsements Coming?

A joint endorsement by 2nd Congressional
District chairman of Republican Congressional
Candidate Wally Turner that locked out Birch-
man Mike O'Dell may be the shape of things to
come in Washington State politics. Action yes-
terday by the newly formed Washington Democra-
tic Council in Seattle indicates that; although
Republican State Chairman Johnson noted that
it's one thing for any auxiliary to do it and an-
other for a party to do it. Republican action
Thursday had no official blessing of the Republi-
can state organization, but it could be a trend in
the making.

One interesting sidelight: A lawsuit on appeal
to the State Supreme Court filed by a 1966 6th
District candidate for Congress seeking to re-
cover approximatlely $9,0600 in campaign costs.

"He allegcs the state party backed his opponent.

* * %

Briefly Noted

It had to happen: Warren Chan candidate for
the Superior Court bench, warns that “the silent
man is often worth listening to.” Inside a fortune _
cookie, yet! ... The Fourth Party got a name na-
tionally last week . . . Citizens for Partjcipation
Politics. No comment from McCarthy forces here
whether the jaw-breaker will be their choice

. or whether they’ll even go in that direction.
Many local McCarthy supporters are well-known
Democrats who probably would prefer to work
within the party to accomplish a change . . .
The Carroll affair rumbles on, with the appear-
ance of Seattle Magazine apparently adding lit-
tle specific fuel to the fire lit by the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer which linked Carroll with Pinball
Entrepeneur Ben Cichy . .. The matter heats up
tomorrow when both Senator Martin Durkan's
legislative Subcommittee on Municipalities con-
ducts a pubhc hearmg and members of the

19¢
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30 years too late ARGUS _ September 13, 1968°

New Charter Is Outdated
For Present-Day Needs

The County Freeholders have completed their work
and have unanimously adopted a new charter for King

- County. It will be on the November ballot for voters’ ap-

proval. . )
The Freeholders spent many long hours drafting the

new document and have, from first glance, developed a
charter which will strengthencountry government. It cre-
ates a strong executive department, gives
better representation, and separates the exec-
aS_ utive/legislative functions. The Freeholders
should be thanked for all the time and labor

I they have spent preparing the document.
The only thing wrong is that such an

ment which will lead to the consolidation of
the governments of Portland and Multnomah County.
Oregon volers are expected to approve the amend-

3 . A Te . 2
ment by a large majority, and the Porﬂand‘ Mgtrppohf'an
Study Commission is drafting enabling_ Ieg_ns}ahon which
would allow consolidation of the two entities. 1" would
think that Portland and Multnomah County are headed in
the right direction. We are asked fo approve a charter
which cannot meet the needs of the coming years.

It seems nearly incomprehensible that we should sad-
die ourselves with a new county charter at this time, when
every metropolitan need cries out for an area solution. Law
and order is the tocsin now being sounded b.y'all, but
here we have a police department and a sheriff’s office

" both working expensively and often at cross purposes.

Taxes now are sliced up between cities gnd the‘coumy,
often in a hodge podge manner. The question of highways
and roads, to say nothing of rapid transit, can cerfaml.y
only be solved on a county-wide or larger area. :I'here_ is
duplication in the school system, health, and engineering
departments, to say nothing of plannmg, parks ?nd recrea-
tion, and in the executive and legislative functions of the
two present governments. o
1t is hard to oppose the proposed charter, for it will

see it approach to metropolitan government is al- .
s ready outdated. While King County voters

P hilip | are passing on this measure, voters in Ore-

Bailey | gon will be voting on a constitutional amend-

hopefully give us a better county government. But if it is-

the wrong approach to modern needs, it might be better
fo reject it, and work fowards a modern, streamfined, con-
solidated government.

if Portland and Multnomah are ready, we are too. ¥

e

4mes Readers Have Their Say:
Cascacde Park

e e e g

Editor, imés:

,N the editorial on the need fo;

r Congress to act on the North

Cascades National Park issue (The Times, September 3),
vou refer to the bill written by Serator Jackson as a “rea.
sonable compromise settlement.” :

1 find it impossible to r gard Senator Jackson’s bill as a

compromise, The issue in
the North Cascades has been
over whether the Forest
Service showld log the scenic
valleys on the western and
southern sides of the spec-
tacular wilderness core of
the Cascades. It was out of
the efforts to save those tim-
bered valleys that the pre-
sent park movement grew 11
years ago.

Conservationists wanted a
1.3-million-acre park that
would protect the drainages
of the Cascade, Soiattle,
Whitechuck, Sauk, White and
Chiwawa Rivers. Jackson
has offered a half-million-
acre park made up entirely
from land the Forest Service
had not planned tg log any-

. way,

In other words, Jackson’s
bill saves nothing that was

. hot going to be saved any-

way. In a compromise each
side gives up something. In
the park bill Congress is con-
sidering, the timber interests
give up absolutely nothing,
as . Jackson has so proudly
noted in all his remarks on
it... -

The park we are likely to
get . . . is not a compro-
mise; it is an alarmingly in-
adequate part of the Cas-
cades and it represents only
the areas without market-
able timber, :

—RICHARD WARD,
Seattle.

. COUNTY CHARTER

Editor, The Times:

1 predict the defeat of the

county charter if it is voted
on in the November election.

Voters will not accept the
huge increase in -cost of
county government it would
entail. Nine (or seven) coun-
cilmen at a salary of $18,000

a year each...would not be’

the whole story. Each coun-
cilman would require an’
elaborately furnished office
with secretaries, stenogra-
phers and assistants plus.
an automobile maintained at
public expense.

Each official would natur-
ally find it necessary to
make inspection tours and
attend conventions in distant
parts of the country. 't

Also, voters should havel
some choice other than just|
Yes or no. They should, for
instance, be allowed 7ol
choose between a partisan
and nionpartisan form of gov-
ernment.

Seattle nonpartisan Cii
Council government works in
harmony compared to the
county government in which
the welfare of the
comes ahead of that of the

community.
~J. E. TALL,

- tieidsmta, L p

-622 22nd Ave. E.

Bill No ‘Compromise’

T
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Leiter To
Servicemen

(This is a Ictier for scrvicemen fn et them knor what's
gning on here at home, It no substitute for prrsonal lefters,
£o urvife your own leftcr, then elip this letter end inclose it
with poure, This will be in cach Sunday's Post-Intelligencer.)
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GEORGE LYNDA JOHN
FLEMING KILP O'CONNELL

SEATTLE, Sept. 7 — The Sky River Rock Festival
and Lighter Than Air Fair drew 13,000 hippies, yippies
nd others at its three-day musical event in Sultan, Sno-
omish County. It rained. But participants celebrated
‘he heavenly liquid by rolling in the mud. The whale af-
‘air was termed a success (at $4 a head) and may be.
come an annual Be-In,

Later in lhe week, some of the same Lighter Than
Air Fair party-goers attended a “fish-in"” staged by In-
dians pretestirg their fishing rights on the Nisqually
River near Olympia. Demonstrators caught eight fish
(with nets) and ate them (baked). Seven persons were
arrested

Elsewhere in Olympia. a small group of local teen-
agers and some Olympia firemen were taking starring
roles in a driver license testing film which will be used
on Tacoma motorists — a pilot project and the first of
its kind in the world,

IN SEATTLE and waypoints. 259.110 shining faces
showed up for the first day of school throughout King
County. Seattle school district noted a decrease in enroil-
ment of 2.3 per cnt.

A charter giving King County government iis first
major overtiaul In 160 vears wis

0 Years was approved tranimously
¥ Frécholders’ who drew it up.
by the volers — would da

nty’s_elective oifices_and_

° i@ Kepl busy when %
broke King Couny jail using bedsh
gether for a rope. Thex were appiehended.

And Sestile palice hauled in hernin, marij
suitcases and wasatuns full of meney in what the
Wwas a record narcotics raid for the city.

he

THE SEATTLE Rumor Center — establiched fo put
down wild stories canzerning racial disturbances — i3
$300 in the red but stiil nperating.

And at the University of Washington, a new air pol-
lution measuring devica shows that smake from one cig-
areite in a classrosm produces as much pojluted air as
found on 2 very smozav dav in Seattla, 1 Conah.}

AUy, Gan. Join J. O'Connoll launched his own full-
scale inv 1

2stigation into what he ealled “charss; and
allegations of organized vice in Seattle and King
County.”

Meanwhile, political candidates are in the news as
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gHL a8 i See Editorial, Page 4

o Aftereight monthsof intensive
e~ ‘m A ”_!'; L E work drafting a new county
YIS 7 A \r" KL L - charter, the Board of King
RN st b SOt i County Freeholders Monday

For one, tw éurrent ‘hv'd sur-
vey of Highiine land use by the
County Planning Department
shows that streety in the neigh-
borhoods of the Highline area
are substandard by county defi-
nition. .

But, says Robert Edinundson,
in chargs of the six-month ini-
tial survey. it’s common in
suburban parts of the county to
find narrow streets with no
shoulders, which puts themina
substandard category. “The
surfacing is genc;a‘y good,”
he said.

The survey team has set their
own standards for road and
heusing evaluatjons, bul those
for the streets foliow ciosely
those published in the 1959 road
program. One neighborhood
surveyed, out of 22 complued~
Seahurst—showed no road that
met the minimum standard of
22-foot-wide paving and eight-
foot shoulders.

The study reveals that typical
charactcristics of suburbia ars
overhead wires, no sidewalks,
mixed iand uses, vacant lots.

Edmundson said that, because
of the apartment boom in the
area, building standards are
generally higher than depart-
ment records had shown. Many
of the new structures replace
older buiidings.

The main ob_iec’.i«.‘e of the
study—a measure ¢f the hous-
ing conditions in King County—
is manifested in fwurns on the
buildings. In Seat Wrst, for ex-
ample, which covers 243 acres.
345 of the 360 structures are
*sound,” 19 are put in the “ba-

,e.fem

* agencies. The main reason for

submitted its efforts to the
Board of King County Commis-
sioners for a ballot date.

That date will be the na-
tion’s general election Nov. 5.

The proposition’s ballot ti-
tle will read:

“Shall the proposed Home
Rule Charter for King County,
providing for the separation of
legislative and executive pow-
ers and for functional adminis-

_tration, be adopted?

“FOR Home Rule Charter ..

“AGAINST Home Rule
Charter...”

Although none of the three
commissioners had fine-
toothed the finished document,
all three expressed praise for a
job, in Commissioner John

Speliman’s words, “well and
creatively penozmed v

Spellman warned against
“nit-picking” specific detanls in
the charter, declaring “this
could damage its passage. I be-
lieve the charter will be a
living organism of government
equipped with a good amend-
ment process sufficiently sim-
ple to permit chance when and
where necessary.”

“It’s a strong document, w ell
and carefully written .. .and I
don’t believe a better one could
be achieved,” he stated.

Dravws Additional Praise

Further praise came from
Commissioner Ed Munro, long
an advocate of modernization
of county government, particu-
larly in the separation of legis-
lative and executive powers.

“This has been the basic
problem of government here in

"

sically sounfi category,” two
in the “deteriorated” class and
none ‘‘delapidated,” the final
category. )

The survey, funded by the
county, is halfway through for
this first area of the county to
be covered. About 17,000 of the
30,600 homes in the area en-
compassing the Highline and
South Central school districts
and land west of Renton have
been categorized.

Teams of two men view resi-
dences and other buildings from
the strect only. Not too many

residents have complained
since the study started at the
beginning of the summer, Ed-
mundson reported. The High-
line area study would, he said,
be out by the first of the year.
The team will then move to
other unincorporated areas
until the ambitious studs is
complete.

Edmundson commented that
if the County Charter goes into
the completed survey
should be help;ul to many morg

tne study is to bring buildings
in the county up to code stand-
ards and provide for future
planning.

Other land use areas covered
by the survey are special dis-
tricts, parks, transit facilities,
shopping facilities, and the
social structure of the neighbor-
hoods.

Census reports and statistics
from other county departments
are used in the study, besides
the daily field trips by the'
Plaxmmg Department.
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King County since its incep-
tion, but recent growth, parli- -
cularly in the suburban areas
of the county, have made this
separation even more urgent,”
Munro stated.

More qualified in his sup-
port, Commissioner John O'-
Brien commended the f{ree-
holders, but objected pending
further reading, to certain key
portions of the document. He
has objected in the past to the
nine-member legislative body
and has stated repeatedly he
favors the election, rather than
the appointment, of county offi-
cials.

“1 am also inclined to be-
lieve the new charter centers
too much authority in the
hands of the county executive,”
O'Brien declared. “I think
many voters will object to turn-
ing county government over to
one man.”

Charter Proposes Big Changes

The new charter provides
for a county executive, a ninc-
man, full-time legislative body,
appointive county officials
with the exception of the asses-
sor, who will be elected, and a
stream-lining of present county
departments. The charter also
would set up a county person-
nel board to handle hirings and
firings and establish a merit
system.

Formation of a citizens’
committee is expected to be
announced within the week by
Paul Friedlander, named by
Freeholder Chairman Richard
Albrecht to coordinate citizen
efforts on behalfl of passage of
the charter.

Interested persons and or-
ganizations may obtain a free
copy of the proposed charter by

elephonmd the freeholder of-
fice in the King County court-
house.




