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ORDINANCE NO, - GUZ63

’) An ordinance relating to County Planning, prescribing the
ymeans of carrying out the provisions of the King County Charter
with pariicular reference to Article 920.20.70.

~:JBE IT ORDAINED BY THE KING COUNTY COUNCIL:

L

o ]“;JREZ\ MBLE

J'I‘m experience gained by King County in Planning and Zoning
now spans a period in excess of thirty years. During this time many
aspects of urban living have been completely changed by technological
advances. | King County now faces the challenge of providing %che best
living envircnment thét can be achieved in a highly mechan.ized and
complex society. To meet this chal].e-nge, the pr'oceswses ;and proce-
Aures of planning and zoning must be adopted to fit the need.

As hereiofore conceived and applied, planning and zoning has
been regarded and treated as a legislative process made up of a series
of political or policy type decisions ultimately regulating the public
and private use of property. This approach has resulted, in some

[

Y]

ses, in subjecting the use of property to political pressures which
have: not always achieved the best result.

The objective sought to be achieved in this ordinance is a preper

balance between the needs of the public in guiding development of land

in such & manner as will best prbmote and carry out the objectives of
the comprehensive plan, and thus further promote the general welfare,
while at the same time recognizing the rights of the private property
owner 1a achieve the highest and best use of his property which :s cor-
sigtent with the needs of the public in promoting the general welfar:.

To achieve thése ends, the County recognizes that the develop-
mernt of those ll.ong—range goals, policies, objectiveé and criteria which
make up fthe comprehensive plan, and which create new law, are puIreELy
legislative in nature.

The County also recognizes that application of these goals,
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policies, objectives and criteria to the land on an'ir_e_a_zg_l_i_r_l_g?sbasis is
also largelyllegislative in nature and should, therefore, be. applied to
the land after a legislative hearing.

However, individual applications for zone change - herein defined
as rec'lelssific‘atic-)n of property - do not alter the zon.ing text or goals,
policies, objecti\)es or criteria which make up the eomprehensive plan.
After the comprehensive plan and the text portion of the zoning ordin-

ance have been adopted and the area zoning enacted pursuant thereto

such reclaesificatiohs are concerned only with epplication of the estab-
lished policies and are therefore not considered as legislative in nature
but rather as administrative or quasi?judicial.

Trlerefore, in order to maximize and achieve the fair applica-
tion of the comprehensive plan to the grcund in the "reclassi_ficatien"
of properties, or in order to insure that the goals, policies, objectives
and criteria of the comprehensive plan are carried out and applied in
a fair and equitable manner, isolated as nearly as possible from poli-
tical pressures, it is necessary that the ''reclassification'' of property
be removed, as much as practicable, from the legislative arena.

To achieve this objective, King County shall hereafter separate,
in a procedural way only, the development, creation and enactment of
the comprehensive plan, the zoning text, and the "area zoning" from
the reclassification of properties.

Accordingly, the enactment of the comprehensive plan and zoning
ordiance text and the ''area zoning'' of properties shall be by the County
Council after development and recommendation by the Department of
Planning .as herein set forth. The enactment of "reclassification' of
properties shall be by the County Council after a quasi-judicial public
hearing conducted by the Zoning and Subdivision Examiner as herein-

after 'set forth.
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ARTICLE 1. DEFINITIONS.

SECTION 1. '"Adjustor" means the Zoning Adjustor as estab-

lished by Article 6 herein.

SECTION 2. "Approval by motion' is a means by which the

Council, through other than by ordinance, approves an action of the

Examiner.

'SECTION 3. "Area Zoning" as used in this ordinance is syn-

onymous with the terms of ''rezoning or original zoning' as used in the

King County Charter and means:
The procedures initiated by King County which result in the
adoption or amendment of zoning maps on an area-wide basvis.
This type of zoning is characterized by being comprehensive
in nature, deals with natural horﬁoge'neous communities, dis-
tinctive geographic areas and other types of district having
unified interests within _the» County. Area zoning, unlike a

reclassification, usually involves many separate properties

under various ownerships and utilizes several of the zoning
classifications available to express the County's current land
use policy in zoning map form.

SECTION 4. '"Council' means the King County Council.

SECTION 5. ''Certification' means the affixing on any map or

any portion of a comprehensive plan or official control, a record of
the date of action thereon, together with the signatures of the officer
or officers authorized by ordinance to so sign.

SECTION 6. '"Commission'" means the eighteen member

Environmental Development Commission of King County as created
herein.

SECTION 7. "Comprehensive Plan'' means the principles,

goals, objectives, policies and criteria approved by the Council,
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(2) as a beginning step in planning for the development of thez‘;County;
(b) as.the means for coordinating County programs and services; (c)

aé a source of reference to aid in developing, correlating, and coor-
dinating official regulations and controls; and (d) as a means for pro-
moting the genéral welfare. Such plan shall conéist of the elements set
forth in Article 2, section 2 and may also include the optional elements
set forth in Article 2, section 4 hereof which shall serve as a policy
guide for the 'Subsequeht public and private development and official con-
trols so als to present all proposed developments in a balance(.j and orderly
relationship to existing physical features and governfnental functions.

SECTION 8. '"Conditional Use' means a use listed among these

classified in any given zone but permitted to locate only after review
by the Zoning Adjustor and the granting of a conditional use permit

imposing such design and performance standards as will make the use

compatible with other permitted uses in the séme vicinity and zone and

assure against imposing excessive demands upon public utilities.

SECTION 9. "Department' means the Department of Planning

as organized and functioning as provided in the King County Charter.

SECTION 10. '"Element' means one of the various categories.

of subjects, each of which constitutes a component part of the comprehen-

sive plan.

SECTION 11. ''Examiner'" means the Zoning and Subdivision
Examiner as established by Article 5 herein.

SECTION 12. '"Ex officio member' means a non-voting member

of the Commission who serves by virtue of his official position speci-
fied in the ordinance creating the Commission.

SECTION 13. "Official Controls'' means legislatively-defined

and enacted policies, standards, detailed maps and other criteria, al..

of which control the physical development of a county or any part

thereof or any detail thereof, and are the means of translating inte
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regulations and ordinances all or any part of the general objeétives of
the cemprehensive plan. Official controls may include:
1) Maps showing boundaries of zones within each of which sep-

arate controls over the type and degree of permissible land uses are

defined;

2) Maps for existing or proposed streets showing the al.ignment_,
gradients, dimensions and other pertinent features, and including con-
trols wiih reference to protecting such defined future/rights of way
ag.ainst enc-.‘roac:hrnent by buildings, other physical.struc:tures or facilities.

3) Maps for otherl public facilities, such as parks, civic centers,
public buildings, waste .disposal sites, etc., showing location, size.
boundaries and other related features, including appropriate regulaticrs
protecting such future sites against encroachment by buildings and
other physical structures or facilities;

4) Regulations and controls pertaining to other subjects incor-
porated in the comprehensive plan or establishing standards and
procedures to be employéd in land development including, but not
limited to, subdividing of land and the approval of land plais and the
preservation of streets and lands for other public purposes requiring
futt;re dédicatioﬁ or acqqisition and general design of physical impro-
vemenis.

- SECTION 14. "Ordinance' means a legislative enactment by

the Ccuncil.

SECTION 15. '"Reclassification' means a change in the zoring
classification by procedures initiated by an individual or = grcup of

individuals who, during the intervals between Area Zoring map adrpiirs,

wish to petition for a change in the zoning classification which currenilv
applizs to their individual properties.

SECTION 16. "Short Subdivision' is the division of land ir‘c

four or less lets, tracts, parcels, sites or divisicns for the purpcse
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of sale, lease or transfer. '

SECTION 17. '"Subdivision' is the division of land into five or

more lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions for the purpcse of sale,

lease or transfer and shall include all resubdivision of land.

SECTIOﬁ 18. "Variance'. A variance is the means by wkhich
an ad‘justmen't. is made in the application of the regulations ofva zoning
ordinance tc a particular piece of property, in a situation where the
properiy, because of special circumstances found to exist on the land,
is d.eprived, as a result of the imposition of the zoning regulations, of
privi].eges commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same vicinity
and zore. The adjustment in the application of the regulations shall
remedy the disparity in privilege. It shall not be used to convey
speczié]. privileges not enjoyed by other properties in the same vicinity
and zone.

)

ARTICLE 2. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

SECTION 1. . Existing Comprehensive Plan Readopted:

Under the provisions of Article 990, King County Charter, the Com-
prehensive Plan as adopted and certified October 12, 1964, by 'the
King County Board of Commissioners is hereby readopted and declared
io be the Comprehensive Plan for King County until amended, repealed
or superseded. In no case shall the Comprehensive Plan, whether In
its c—;nti.f’e?:y, or area by area, or subject by subject, be considered fo
te a regulatory ordinance. ‘It shall serve only as a guide and state-
ment of policy.

SECTION 2. Elements of the Comprehensive Plan:

The Comprehensive Plan shall consist of a map and descripiive iexs
covering goals, principles, objectives, policies and criteria, ircluding

each of the following elements:
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1) A_ land use element Which designa’r;es'the proposed{i“’general. '
locstion and exteh’; of the uses of land for agriculture, h'ousiﬁg) com-
merce, industry, recreation, education, public buildings and land, and
other calegories of public and private use of land, including a siatemers:
of the sf;andard-s of population density ‘and bﬁilding intensity reccmmenderd
for the various areas in the jurisdiction and estimates of future populalicn
growth in the area covered by the Comprehensive Plan.

2) A circulation element consisting of the general location,
alignmen’ and extent of major thoroughfares, major transportaiion
routes, trunk u‘tili_f;y lines, and major terminal facilities, all of which
shall be correlated with the land use elements of the Comprehensive Plan.

3) Supporting maps, diagrams, charts, descriptive material
ard reports necessary to explain and supplement the above elements.

SECTION 3. Amplification of Elements: The Comprehersive

‘Plan may thereafter be progressively amplified and augmented in scop=

by expanding and increasing the general provisions and proposals for
all or any one of the elements set forth herein and by adding provisions
ard prop@éals for the optional elements set forth in section 4 cf this
Article. The Comprehensive Plan may also be amplified and augmenied
in scope by progressively including more completely planned areas '
censisting of natural homogeneous communities, distinctive geographic
areas, or cother types of districts having unified intere.s‘ts within the
total area of tﬁe County.

SECTION 4. Optional Elements: A Comprehensive Plan meay

include:

3} a censervation element for the ccnservation, develcpmer
and uiilizaticn of n.a;‘;urél resources, including water and its hydraulic
force, foresis, watersheds, soils, rivers and other waiers. harbnrs,
fisheries, wild ]..i.fé, minerals and other natural resources.

b} a recreation element showing a comprehensive sysfiem ¢f
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areas .and public sites for recréation, natural feservations, i%.:]'parks,
parkways, beaches, playgrounds and other recreational areaé, including
their locations and proposed development.

c) a transportation element showing a compfehensive system
of transportation, mcluding general locations of rights-of-way, terminals,
viaducts, and grade separations. This element of the plan may also
include port, harbor, aviation and related facilities.

d) a transit element as a special phase of transportation, show -
ing proposed systems of transit lines, including rapid transit in any
form, and related facilitiesu

e) a public services and facilities element showing general
plans for sewerage. solid waste disposal, drainage and local utilities,
and rights-of-way, easements and facilities for such services.

f) a public buildings elerhent, showing general locations, design
and arrangements of civic and community centers, and showing locations
of public schools, libraries, police and fire stations and all other public
buildings.

_g) a housing element, consisting of surveys and reports upon
housing conditions and needs as a means of establishing housing stand-
ards to be used as a guide in dealings with official controls related to
land subdivision, zoning traffic, and other related matter»s,

h) a renewal and/or redevelopment element comprising surveys,
locations, and reports for the elimination of slums and other blighted
areas and for community renewal and/or redevelopment, including
housing sites, business and. industrial sites, public building sites and
for other purposes authorized by law.

i) a plan for financing a capital improvement program.
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ARTICLE 3. DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING -

The Department of Planning is created under 920 of the King

County Charter as an Executive Department of the Executive Branch,

SECTION 1. Comprehensive Plan: The Department shall,
with the assisténce of the Commission, prepare and- present to the
County Council comprehensive plans and/or amendments thereto as the
needs of the County require for adoption by ordinance.

a) Public Hearing Required. Before adopting any amendment,

extension or addition .to the comprehensive plan, the Council shall hold
at least one public hearing thereon.

b) Notice of Public Hearing: Notice of the time, place and

purpose of any such public hearing shall be given by one publicatim
in a newspaper of general circulation in the County and in the official
gazette, if any, of the County, at least twenty days before the hearing.

c) Filing of Copies. After adoption the Department may file

copies of the comprehensive plan, or any addition or amendment thereto,
with any adjoining jurisdiction for purposes of information to such ad-
joining jurisdiction.

d) Annual Report. The Department of Planning shall render an

annual report on the status of the plan and accomplishments thereunder.

e) Promotion of Public Interest in Plan. The Department shall

endeavor to promote public interest in;- and understanding of, the com-
prehensive plan and its purpose, and of the official controls related
thereto.

SECTION 2. The Department shall advise all agencies of the

County on planning and shall coordinate planning of the County with
other governmental agencies.

a) Cooperation with Agencies. The Department shall, to the

extent it deems necessary, cooperate with officials and agencies, public
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1 utility companies, civic, educational, professional and other organiza- -

2 tions and citizens generally with relation to carrying out the ?purpose

3 of the comprehensive plan.

4 b) R.efe.rral Procedure - Reports. Whenever the Council has

) approved all 01; a part of a comprehensive plan, no street, square,

6 park or other public 'ground or open space shall be acquired by dedi-

7 cation or otherwise, no street shall _be vacated, cloSed or abandoned,

8 and no public building or structure shall be constructed or authorized

9 to be constructed in the area to Whiéh the comprehensive plan applies

10 until ité location, purpose and extent has been submitted to and reported

11 upon by the Department of Planning. The report by the Department
12 shall set forth the manner and the degree to which the proposed project
13 . dees or does not conform to the objectives of the comprehensive plan.

14 If final authority is vested by law in some governmental officer or body

15 other than the Council, such officer or governmental body shall report
16 the project to the Department of Planning and the Department shall render
17 its report to such officer or governmental body. In both cases the

18 report of the Department shall be advisory only. Failure of the Depart-

19 ment to report on such matter so referred to within forty days or such
20 longer time as the Council or other governmental officer or body may
21 indicate, shall bé deemed to be anaroval.

22 _ c) Relating Projec-ts to Comprehensive Plan. After the

23 Ccuncil has approved all or parts of the comprehensive plan, the

24 Department shall use such plan as the basic source of reference and
25 as a guide in reporting upon or recommending any proposed project,
26 public or private, as to its purpose, location, form, alignment and

27 timing. The report of the Department of Planning on any such project

28 shall indicate wherein the proposed project does or does not conform
29 to the purpose of the comprehensive plan and may include proposals
30 which, if effected, would make the project conform. If the Department
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finds that a proposed project ieveals the justificzlation or neceg'sity for
amending the cor.nprehensive plan or any part of it, it may inEstitute
proceedings to abcomplish such amendment, and in its report to the
Council on‘the project shall note that appropriate amendments to the |
comprehensive plan, or part thereof, are being initiated.

d) Departmental Assistance in Capital Programs. The Depart-

ment shall assist the office of budgets and accounts in developing cap-
ital improvément programs and capital budgets.

SECTION 3. Official Controls. From time to time, ‘the

Department, with the assistance of the Commission, may cause to be
prepared official controls which when adopted by ordiance by the
Council will further the objectives and goals. of the comprehensive plan.
The Department may also draffc such plans, regulations, programs and
legislation as may, in its judgment, be required to preserve the intég-
rity of the comprehensive plan and assure its systematic execution,

and the Department of Planning may recommend such plans, regulations,
programs and legislation to the Council for addpt_ion.

SECTION 4. Public Hearing. Before the Council adopts an

official control, or any amendment thereto, the Council, or its Exam-
iner as hereinafter provided, shall conduct a public hearing after which
the Council may adopt or reject said official control or amendment.

SECTION 5. Area Zoning. The Department with the

assistance of the Commission shall consider and make recommendations
to the County Council concerning proposed area zoning.

SECTION 6. Reclassifications. The Department shall receive,

consider and make recommendations to the Examiner acting in behalf
of the Council, concerning reclassifications. Adoption of reclassifica-
fions shall be as proved in Article 5 herein.

SECTION 7. Subdividing and Platting. The Department shall

review all prOposéd land plats and subdivisions and make recommend-
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-ations thereon with reference to approving or denying same, or it may -

recommend such modifications thereto as are necessary to assure con-
formance to the general purposes of the comprehensive plan and other

specifications established by State Law or local controls.

ARTICLE 4. ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

SECTION 1. Creation. An Environmental Development

Co.mmissior‘l is hereby created involving citizené of King County in an
advisory capacity to assist in environmental planning for: land use;
transportation systems, utilities, public facilities, recreation, housing,
community development, conservation, and capital improvements.

SECTION 2. Authority. The Commission may make reco-

mmendations to the Executive, Council and Department based on con-
clusions of its own and of the named committees. It may also:

a) Advise regarding the adoption or modification of the Com-
prehensive Plan of the Count&.

b) Advise regarding comprehensive land use policy, concerns
of local or special areas, and provide guide lines or framework for
consideration of area zoning matters. |

c) Advise regarding official controls for the proper implementa-
tion of the Comprehensive Plan.

d) Make recommendations regarding programs to provide
improved or integrated transportation, solid waste disposal, utilities,
parks and school, operating and capital programs.

e) Establish special ad hoc:subcommittees for no longer than
six months duration for a single purpose of interest to the Commission.

SECTION 3. Composition.

- a) The Commission shall be made up of eighteen members as

follows:

page -12-



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

o 02 mee 013

1) rI;he Divri‘ector of the Department of Plaﬁning who w111 serve
as Vice-Chairman of the Commission.

2) The Chairman of each‘of the nine citizen committees herein
created.

3) Eight citizens for the County-at-large, who shall have back-

grounds which include, but are not limited to, urban planning, or

‘economics, or environmental conservation, or architecture, or educa-

tion, or small city government, or engineering for pﬁblic imprpvements,
or pollution control, or housing, or sturm water and flood control, or
sewage,‘ sanitation, water services, ‘airport facilitiés or other utilities,
or transportationsystems. The County Executive shall designate one
of the above memberé as Chairman of the Commission.

b) The following named officers of government or their desig-
nated representatives shall be ex-officio members of the Commission
and shall be available to the Commission as required for advice and
consultation:

1) The County Executive

2) The Director of the Department_ of Public Works, Utilities
and Tr}ans.portationu

3) The Director of the Parks and Recreation Department.

4) The Zoning and Subdivision Examiner.

5) The Executive Director of the .King County Housing Authority.

6) The Director of the Department of Assessmenté.

7) The Chief Clerk of the Boundary Review Board.

Members of the County Council and the chairman of other County
Boards and Commissiohs shall also be ex-officio members.

SECTiON 4, Citizen Committees. Nine citizen committees

are hereby created for advisory study of the matters herein defined

and assigned to them.

Committees herein established shall receive staff services from
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the appropriate agencies of County Government. Minutes of each-com—

mittee meeting shall be kept and distributed to the committee and Com-

mission member_'s_.

The committees and their designated areas of assignment are
as follows:

a) Land Use: A committee consisting‘of a chairman plus
sixteen members, shall be responsible for Creating and Submitting
proposals to the Co_ﬁnmission regarding proposed general distribution,
general location and extent of the uses of land for agricultﬁre, housingf
commerce, industry and other categories of public and private use of
land, including a statement of the standards of population density and
building intensity recommended for the various areas in the County
and estimates of future population growth in the area covered by the
Comprehensive Plan.

b) Conservation: A committee consi'sting of a chairfnan plus

fourteen members, responsible for proposals to the Commission
regarding the Conservation, development and utilization of natural
resources, including water and itsrhydraulic forces, flood and storm
water control, forests, watersheds, Soils, riversv and other waters,
harbors, fisheries, wildlife, minerals and other natural resources.
The committee shall be responsible for advice on matters relating to
air, water, noise and land pollution as well.

¢) Transportation: A committee consisting of a chairman plus

eight me‘mbers, shall be responsible for proposals to the Commission
regardihg the general location, alignment and extent of major trans-
portation routes, thoroughfares, transit facilities, terminal facilities
and all other aspects of a balanced transportation plan.

d) Recreation & Parks: A committee consisting of a chairman

plus eight members, shall be responsible for proposals to the Commis-

sion regarding a comprehensive system of areas and public sites for

page -14-



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

oo U2 mue O1H

recrea.tion,' natural reservations, parks, beaches,',playgroundsg! and
other recreational areas, including their locations, proposed d',évelop—
ment and operating programs. |

e) Hoﬁsihg: A committee consisting of a chairman plus eight
members shall be responsible fdr pfc)posals to the Commission recgulting
from surveys and reports upon housing conditions and needs as a guide
in dealings with official controls related to land subdivision, zoning,
traffic and other related matters.

f) Comniunity Development: A commitiee consisting of a

chairman plus eight members shall be responsible for proposals to the

" Commission regarding community development or redevelopment of

areas of the County inclﬁding proposals for the elimination of sub-
standard or blighted areas and for community renewal or redevelopment.

g) Public Facilities: A committee consisting of a chairman plus

eight members, shall be responsible for proposals to the Commission

regarding public building, showing general locations, design and arran-

. gements. of civic and community centers,.and showing locations of

public schools, libraries, police and fire stations, and all other public
buildings.

h) Public Utilities: A committee consisting of a chairman plus

eight members shall be responsible for proposals to the Commission
regarding public services showing general plans for sewage, refuse
disposal, drainage, local utilities, rights—df-way, easements, and
faci_]ii:ies for such services. |

i) Capital Financing: A committee consisting of a chairman

plus eight members shall be responsible for proposals to the Commis-
sion for the development of plans for the financing of capital improve-
ments'.

SECTION 5. Commission - Appointment and Terms:

Members of the Commission termed citizens-at-large will be appointed

page -156-



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23 -

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

wo 02 me 616 :

by the County Executive and confirmed by a majofity of the Cg'unty
Council. Citizens-at-large members will serve for two-year te{rms or
until their successor is named and confifmed, and shall be eligible

for reappointrﬁent. All other members of fhe Commission shall serve
for the period of'their appointive or eléctive office. The Chairman of
the Commission shall be designated at time of appointment by the County
Executive.

SECTION 6. Committees - Appointment and Terins: Committee

membérs sirlall be appointed by the County Executive, one-half being
selected.independently by the Executive and subject to Council confir-
mation and one-half being selected from nominees of the County Council
as provided herein. Terms of all,committee members shall be four
years in length, with initial appointments of half the members of each
committee being for two years and half the members for four years.
Committee Chairmeﬁ shall be appointed by the County Executive
from Council nominees for each Chairmanship, except that should the
Executive choose to appoint a committee chairman other than a nominee
ovf the Council he may do so, providing that one of the Council nominees
for that chairmanship shall be appoin;céd as a citizen-at-large member
of the Commission. Nominations for committee chairmen and members
shall be filed with the County Executive within thirty days from the
effective date of this ordinance.. The Council shall nominate ét least
three persons for every available position. In the event there are less
than three nominees for any position, the Executive may appoint the
member for that position independently. If no appointment for a position
has been made within seventy-five (75) days of the effective date of
this ordinance, that po.sition may be filled by the majority vote of the
County Council. Committee Chairmen shall serﬁe for two-year terms
or until their successor is'name'd and confirrn.ed, and shall be eligible

for reappointment.
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Consideration should be given to selecting members from as

broad a geographic and demographic representation as possible and who

- should demonstrate interest in or knowledge of the field(s) to be con-

sidered. Attention shall be given to the inclusion of persons from
disadvantaged low income and minority groups.

SECTION 7. Vacancies Vacancies in the Commission or

committees shall be filled by appointment in the same manner in which
the members afe initially appointed as provided in Sectionsj 5 and 6.
Nominntio.ns to fill vacancies cansed by the expiration of terms shall
be filed at least thirty days pfeceding the expiration of the terms, and
nominations to fill other vacancies shall be filed within thirty days of
the creation of the vacancy. Appointment to a vacated position shall
be for th.e unexpired portion of the term. If no appointment for a posi-
tion hns been made within seventy-five (75) days of the effective date
of the Vanancy, that position may be filled by majority vote of the
County Council.

SECTION 8. Removal. After public hearing any appointed

member of the Commission or any cominittee thereof may be removed
by a two-thirds vote of the County Council for inefficiency, neglect of
duty, or malfeasance in office. Removal proceedings may be initiated
by the County Council or County Executive.

SECTION 9. Rules. The Commission and committees shall

adopt rules for the transaction of their business and each shall keep

a pub].ic-record of their transactions, ‘findings and determinations;
provided that official recommendations to the Executive, Council and
Department shall be by the affirmative vote of not less than a majority
of the total members of the Commission. Such recommendation shall
be by a recorded motion which shall incorporate the findings of the
Commission and the reasons for its action.

SECTION 10. Nothing herein shall be construed to
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mean that the Commission and committees created herein aré‘delegated -

any Executive or Legislative power, authority or responsibility.

ARTICLE 5. ZONING & SUBDIVISION EXAMINER

SECTION 1. Purpose. Recognizing three basic needs,

1) the need to separate the application of regulatory controls
to the land from planning; and

2) the need fo better protect and promote the interests of the
public and private Qlements of the community; and

3) the need to expand the principles of fairness and due process
in public hearings.

The purpose of this Article is to provide a system of considering
and applying regulatory devices which will best satisfy these needs.

SECTION 2. Zoning and Subdivision Examiner -- Creation and

Purpose. The office of Zoning and Subdivision Examiner is hereby

created. The Examiner shall act in behalf of the Council in considering
and applying regulatory enactments to the land as provided herein.

SECTION 3. -—Appointment and Terms. The Council

shall appoint the Examiner and his deputy to serve in said office for
a term which shall expire on June 1, 1971 and on June 1 of every
fourth year thereafter.

SECTION 4. --Removal. The Examiner or his deputy

may be removed from office at any time by the affirmative vote of
not less than six (8) members of the Council for just cause.

SECTION 5. --Qualifications. The Examiner and his deputy

shall be appointed solely with regard to their qualifications for the
duties of their office and shall have such training or experience as will
qualify them to conduct administrative or quasi-judicial hearings on

regulatory enactments and to discharge the other functions conferred
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or position in the County Government except as provided herein.

SECTION 6. --Deputy Examiner-Duties. The deputy shall

assist the Examiner in the performancé of the duties conferred upon

him by ordinancé and shall, in the event of the absence or the inability
of the Examiner to act, have all the duties and powers of the Examiner.
The Deputy may also serve in other capacities as an emplo’y\ee of the

Council.

SECTION 7. --Powers. The Examiner shall receive and

examine available information, conduct public hearings and prepare a
recqrd thereof, and enter findings and conclusions which contain a
réconﬁmenda’cion to the Council for the adoption or rejection of:

1) applications for reclassification of property,

2) applications for unclassified use permits,

3) applications for planned unit developnients,

4) applications for preliminary plat approval, and

5) appeals from the decision of the administrator for 'short
plats'', provided that decisions of the Examiner regarding ''short plats"
Shal_]. be final.

The Examiner's recommendation may be to grant or deny the
application, or the Examiner may recommend that the Council adopt
the application with such chdit'ions, modifications and restrictions as
the Examiner finds necessary to make the application compatible with
its environment and carry out the objectives and goals of the compre-
hensive plan, the zoning code, the subdivision code and other official
policies and objectives of King County.

Examples of, but hot limited to, the kinds of conditions,
modi:fj.cations and restrictions which may be imposed are additional
setbacks, screenings in the form of landscaping or fencing, covenants.

easements and dedications of additional road right-of-way and perior-
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mance bonds may be required to insure compliance with the céhditions, '

modifications and restrictions.

SECTION 8. ' --Quasi-Judicial Powers. The Examiner -

may also exercise administrative powers and such other quasi-judicial

powers. as may be granted by County ordinance.

SECTION 9. Freedom from Improper Influence. Individual
Councilmen, Cou_nty officials or any other person, shall not interfere
with or attempt to interfere with the Examiner or deputy examiner in
the perforrr‘lance of his designated duties.

SECTION 10. Public Hearing. Application for a reclassification,

unc].assified use permit, planned unit development or subdivisi.or‘l of land
shall be presented to the Department. When it is found that an application
meets the filing requirements of the Department and the rules of the
Examiner, it shall be accepted and a date assigned for public hearing.
Before rendering a decision on any such application the Examiner shall
hold at least one public hearing thereon.

SECTION 11. Report by Department. When such application

has been set for public hearing, the Department shall coordinate -and
assemble the reviews of other departments and governmental agencies
having an interest in subject application and shall prepare a report
summarizing the factors involved and the Department findings and
recommendation. At least seven (7) days prior to the scheduled hearing
the report shall be filed ‘With the Examiner and copies thereof shall

be mailed to the applicant and shall be made available for use by any

interested party.

SECTION 12. Notice. Notice of the time and place of the

public hearing shall be given as provided in the ordinance governing
the application.

SECTION 13. Rules and Regulations. The Examiner shall

have the power to prescribe rules and regulations for the conduct of
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h‘earings ‘before him subject to confirmation.of the  Council; and also
to issue summons for, and compel the appearance of witnesses, to
administer oaths, end to preserve order. The privilege of croes—
examination of. witnesses shall be accorded all interested parties or
their counsel in accordance with the rules of the Examiner.

SECTION 14. Examiner's Findings. When the Examiner

renders a decision of recommendation, he shall make and enter findings
from the record and conclusions thereof which support his decision and
the findinge and conclusions shall set forth and demonstrate tﬁe manner
in which the decision recommended carries out and helps to implement
the goals and objectives ‘of the Comprehensive Plan, the Zoning Code,
the Subdivision Code and other official policies and objectives for the
growth of King County and that the granting of the requested reclassi-
fication will not be unreasonably incompatible with or detrimental tic
affected properties and the general public; provided that in ahy case
where a reclassification is recommended at least one of the following
circumstances shall be found to apply:

1) That substantial evidence was presented demonstrating the
subject reclassification appears not to have been specifically considered
at the time of the last previous area zoning of the subject property; or

2) That the property is potentially zoned fo‘r the reclassification
being requested and eonditions have been met which would indicate the
change is appropriate; or

3) That since the last p'revious area zoning of the subject pro-
perty, a.uthorized-public improvements, permitted private developmen?
or cother circumstances affecting the subject property have undergone
significant and material change.

SECTION 15. Reconsideration. Any aggrieved person feeling

that the decision of the Examiner is based on errors of procedure

or fact may make a written request for review by the Examiner within

page -21-



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

o U2 enme 65‘/

fourteen (14) days of the conclusion of the heariﬁg. This reci'uest shall
o2t fCcror ihe alleged errors and the Examiner may, after a review of
the record, take such further action as he deems proper and mziy »
render a revised decision.

SECTION 16. Written Decision. Within five (5) days of the

conclusion of a hearing, the Examiner shall render a written decision
and shall transmit a copy of his decision by registered mail to the
a.pp].ica;nt and other parties of record in the case requesting same. At
the expira‘ttion of the fourteen (14) day period provided for a rehearing
or within five (5) days of the concllusion of a rehearing, if one is
conducted, the Examiner shall file his decision, together with the
recommended implementary ordinance if required, with the Clerk of
the Council. Thereupon the Clerk shall place the proposed ordinance
on the agenda Qf the next Council meeting on second reading. The
concurrence in any other decisions of the Examiner shall be accom-
plished by motion of the Council.

SECTION 17. Council Hearing. The hearing by the Examiner

as provided for by Section 10 of this Article, shall constitute the
hearing by the Council; however, an aggrieved party may submit an
appeal in writing to the Council requesting additional consideration.

if, after examinlation of the written appeal and the record, the
Councilv determines that, (1) an error in .fact may exist in the record,
it -shall remand the proceeding to the Examiner for reconsideration as
provided' in Section i5 of this Article; or if the Council determines
that, (2) the decision of the Examiner is based on an error in judgment
or conclusion, it may modify or reverse the decision of the Examiner.

The Council's consideration shall be based upon the record only;
however, the Council may publicly request additional information cf the
appellant and the. Examiner at its discretion.

SECTION 18. Council's Action. The Council shall take final
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action on any decision_.of the Examiner by motiorll of concurrence or
by adoption of an ordinance, and when so doing, it shall make and
enter findings of fact from the record and conclusions thereiroii
which support its- action. Said findings and conclusions shall set forth
and demonstraté the manner in which the action carries out and helps
to implement the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Plan, the
Zoning Code, the Subdivision Code and other official policies and ob-
jectives for thé development of King County. The Council may adopt
all or por“cions of the Examiner's findings and conclusions.

SECTION 19. Action of ‘the Council Final. The action of the

C.oq.nci]. approving or rejecting a decision of the Exéminer shall be final
and conclusive unless within twenty (20) days from the date of the a.ction
an aggrieved party or person obtains a writ of certiarari from the

Superior Court in and for the County of- King, State of Washington, for

the purpose of review of the action taken.

"ARTICLE 6. VARIANCES /AND CONDITIONAL USES

The Department shall make the initial decision concerning all
applications for zoning variances and conditional use permits and its
decisions shall be final unless appealed to the Board of Appeals.

SECTION 1. Zoning Adjustor Established. The Director of

Planning with the approval of the County Executive may appoint a
Zoning Adjustor to hear and decide variances and conditional use
permits. The Examiner may be appointed as Zoning Adjustor.

SECTION 2. Qualifications. The Zoning Adjustor shall be

appointed solely with regard to ability and training as will qualify him

to conduct quasi-judicial hearings on zoning matters.

SECTION 3. Meetings. The Zoning Adjustor or deputy shall

hold such public hearings as are necessary to keep the case load of
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variances and conditional use permits reasonably current.

SECTION 4. Authority. The Zoning Adjustor, subject to the

provisicns of this ordinance and the provisions of the Zoning Code of
King Coﬁn‘ty shall hear and decide:

1) appli-cations for conditional use or other permits when the
Zoning Code sets forth the specific uses to be made subject to condi-
tional use permits and establishes criteria for determining the conditions
to be imposed.

2) 'Applications for variances from the terms of the Zoning
Code, provided that any variance granted shall be subject to such con-
ditions as will .assure that the adjustment thereby authorized shall not
const;i_tu.te a grant of special privilege inconsistent with the limitations
upon other properties .in the vicinity and zone in which subject property
is sif;ua.ﬁed and that the following circumstances are found to app.ly:

(a) because of épecial circumstances applicable to subject pro-
perty, including size, shape, topography, location or surroundings, the
strict application of the Zoning Code is found to deprive property of
rights and privileges enjoyed by othery:ojerties in the vicinity and
under identical zone classification;

(b) that the 'grantipg of the variance will not be materially
detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the property or imp-
rovements in the vicinity and Zone in which subject property is situated.

SECTION 5. Rules. The Zoning Adjustor shall adopt rules

for the transaction of business and shall keep a public record of his
actions, findings, and determinations.

SECTION 6. Inclusion of Finding of Fact. The Zoning Adjustor

in making his written decision shall incorporate findings of fact; an analysis
of wherein the proposal meets or fails to meet the criteria set forth

in the Zoning Code or the Comprehensive Plan if applicable.
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1 ARTICLE 7. BOARD OF APPEALS

2

3 SECTION .1. Creation and Purpose. The Board of Appeals

4 ~  is created under Article 7 of the King County Charter as an appeal-
) laﬁt body to coﬁsider appeals from decisions of the Zoning Adjustor.
6 In deciding appeals from the Zoning Adjustor, the Board of Appeals
7 shall be limited to the same considerations and réquired findings as
8 the Adjustor as provided by this lordinance.

9

10 | ARTICLE 8. GENERAL PROVISIONS

11

12 | -SECTION 1. Section Captions not part of Law. Section cap-
13 tions as used in this ordinance do not constitute any part of the law.
14 SECTION 2. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance
15 or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
16 remainder of the ‘ordinance, or the application of the provision to other
17 persons or circumstances is not affected.

18 » SECTION 3. Procedural Conflicts. In case of conflict pro-
19 visions of this ordinance takes precedence over procedures presently
20 contained in the two Zoning Codes (Resolution 25789 and Resolution

21 18801) and the Subdivision Regulations (Resolution 11048).

22 INTRODUCED and read for the first time this_ //dav of

23 M” 1969.
24 PASSED this_ /Zéay of_ M , 1969,

1<II\'-G CouNTY COUNCIL
KING COUNT #

27
AT,

28

Clerk dff the cbduncil

APPROVED this__ /7 M) day of‘,@mﬁf" , 1969,
30 : - ‘

29
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