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PET BUSINESSES AND RABIES REGULATIONS

What is rabies?

Rabies is a virus that infects the brain and spinal cord of mammals. Rabies infection is almost always
fatal once symptoms develop. People and pets can get rabies through contact with saliva of a rabies-
infected animal. This typically occurs through a bite, but non-bite exposures are also possible (e.g.
scratches, open wounds, or if saliva of an infected animal gets directly into eyes, nose, mouth).
Rabies infection can be prevented in dogs, cats and ferrets if they receive proper rabies vaccination
throughout life. Rabies can be prevented in people if treatment is given before symptoms appear.

What do | need to do for rabies control?

The King County Board of Health Pet Business regulations (Title 8.03) have specific requirements for
pet businesses with respect to rabies vaccination and vaccination records of dogs, cats, and ferrets.
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*During inspection, your inspector will ask to review your recordkeeping to determine compliance with the requirements.
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