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20-44-001 Definitions.

A, Applicant. "Applicant" nmeans the person or entity
designated as "applicant” in an application for a
devel opment permt or approval.

B. Consultant. "Consultant" neans a person, group of
persons, corporation, association or other business entity
of any ki nd whatsoever which has expertise and experience in
the creation of an environnental inpact statement ("EIS"') or
ot her environnmental docunent.

C. Departnent. "Departnment” nmeans the Departnent of
Devel opnment and Environnental Services of King County.

D. Envi ronnent al Docunent. "Environnental docunent"
means any witten public docunent prepared under WAC 197-11
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E. Prime Consultant. "Prine consultant” neans a
consul tant which has both technical and nanagenent expertise
and experience and is responsible for the overall production
of the environnental docunent and which may enpl oy one (1)
or nore subconsultants to prepare various sections of the
envi ronnent al docunent.

F. Project. "Project" neans a devel opnent proposal
submtted to the departnent by an applicant.

G SEPA. "SEPA" neans the State Environnental Policy
Act, RCW43. 21C.

H  Subconsul tant. "Subconsultant” neans a person,
group of persons, corporation, association or other business
entity of any kind whatsoever which has expertise and
experience enabling it to performpart of the prine
consul tant's contract.

20-44-002 Purpose. The purpose of these rules is to

i npl enment the environnmental docunent consultant sel ection
provisions of K C C. 20.44.130 and 20.44.050 and to
prescribe additional limtations on consultants and
subconsul tants, standards for the consultant |ist and
procedures and standards for consultant qualification,

di squalification and sel ection, reconsideration of the
departnent's deci sions and paynent.

20-44-003 Limitations on Consultants and Subconsultants.
In addition to the limtations placed upon consultants and
subconsultants in K C. C. 20.44.050, consultants and
subconsul tants shal |

A.  not have any financial interest in any projects
owned or managed by the applicant;

B. not be King County officers or enployees or other
persons enployed by King County in any capacity related to
the project; and

20-44-001 - 20-44-003
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C. have no connection with the applicant which may
result in a conflict of interest or otherw se inpair the
consultants' or subconsultants' ability to prepare unbi ased
envi ronnment al docunents.

20-44-004 Consultant List. A The departnent shall create
and maintain a list of consultants who are qualified and
eligible to contract with King County to prepare

envi ronnent al docunents. This |ist shall be conposed of
consul tants which are willing and able to be prine

consul tants on environnental docunents required to be
prepared by SEPA, or rules promul gated thereunder, wth the
departnent acting as the | ead agency. The departnent shall
not be required to create and maintain a |ist of
subconsul t ant s.

B. The consultant list shall be created yearly. Al
interested consultants shall submt to the departnent a
cover letter and application package, as prescribed by the
departnent's Environnmental Division, during the nonth of
January, postmarked January 1 - January 31, for the purpose
of being included on the consultant |ist for that year.

20-44-005 Qualification for Consultant List. A The
departnent shall evaluate the application packages submtted
by consultants for the purpose of determ ning whether the
consultants qualify for inclusion on the consultant |ist.
Consul tants shall denonstrate their qualifications and
ability to prepare environnmental docunents to departnent
standards by satisfactorily docunenting their education,
trai ning and experience in the preparation of environnental
docunents in the application package prescribed by the
departnent's Environnental Division. Al consultants shal
identify the principal authors of any environnental
docunents referenced or used to denonstrate their
experi ence.

B. To qualify for placenent on the list, each
consul tant shall denonstrate that it neets the foll ow ng
m ni mum qual i fications:

20-44-003 - 20-44-005



KING COUNTY PUBLIC RULES

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
- - - - - - - - - -~

SEPA Consultant Selection Page 4

Effective Date: June 15, 1994 Document No.
Amended: November 5, 1995

1. it possesses a thorough and conprehensive
know edge of the procedural and substantive requirenents of
SEPA and rul es pronul gated t hereunder;

2. it possesses adequate technical and
adm nistrative capacity to produce a | arge and conpl ex
envi ronnment al inpact statenent and/or associ ated technical
docunent s;

3. it produced at least two (2) environnental inpact
statenents focused on typical |and use decisions issued by
t he departnent where the consultant was functioning as the
prime consultant in charge of the environnental inpact
statenents; and

4. it states a desire to act as the prinme consultant
on environnental inpact statenents issued by the departnent.

20-44-006 Disqualification from Consultant List. A A
consul tant shall be disqualified fromcontinuing to work on
an environnental docunent if its work fails to neet
departnment standards including standards set forth in the
envi ronment al docunment contract between the consultant and
t he county.

B. Followi ng the preparation of an environnental
docunent, each consultant shall be eval uated on objectivity,
approach to preparation of environnental docunents, the
text, clarity and readability of environnmental docunents
prepared and managenent skills. The work nust be rated as
"acceptable" in all categories for a consultant to remain on
the consultant list. |If a consultant is rated
"unacceptabl e” in one or nore of these categories, the
consul tant shall be disqualified and renoved fromthe list.

C. A consultant shall be disqualified if the
consultant deliberately falsifies or withholds information
relevant to the environnental docunents.

D. Consultants who have been disqualified fromthe
list my seek re-qualification when the departnent creates
its annual consultant |ist according to the process set
forth in these rules.

20-44-005 - 20-44-006
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20-44-007 Consultant Selection. A Al of the consultants
listed as qualified for preparing environnmental docunents
shall be entered in a drawing to select the consultant with
whi ch the departnment will contract. Five (5) consultant
nanmes shall be randomy drawn, and each interested

consul tant shall provide to the departnent a proposal and
attachnments and/or submttals as described in the Request
for Proposal package provided by the departnent. The

consul tants shall be evaluated according to criteria |listed
in the Request for Proposal Package. The departnent shal

sel ect the consultant with the best evaluation. However,
final consultant selection shall be solely within the

di scretion of the departnent director and dependent upon the
ability of the consultant and the departnment to reach a
satisfactory agreenment concerning the work to be done.

B. If the selected consultant is unable or unwlling
to performthe work due to scheduling conflicts, a change in
| evel of expertise or any other reason, the renmaining
consul tants which submtted conpl ete proposals shall be
considered. |If none of the remaining consultants is able or
willing to performthe work, a new drawing fromthe
consultant list shall be conduct ed.

20-44-008 Reconsideration. A. Consultants who believe
that they have been inproperly denied placenent on the
consultant list, have been inproperly denied selection for
an environnental docunent contract or have been inproperly
disqualified nmay request reconsideration by letter to the
departnment director. The letter shall specify, with
particularity, the consultant's grounds, including all facts
supporting those grounds, for believing that the consultant
was i nproperly denied placenent on the consultant |ist,
i nproperly denied selection for a contract pursuant to the
criteria set forth in K C.C. 20.44.050(D) or inproperly
di squalifi ed.

B. The letter shall be received by the director no
| ater than the cl ose of business five (5) cal endar days
after the notification of consultant selection if the basis
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for the consultant's claimis inproper denial of a contract,
and no | ater than cl ose of business fourteen (14) cal endar
days after disqualification or denial of placenent on the
consultant list if the basis for the consultant's claimis
i nproper disqualification or denial of placenent.
C. The departnent director shall provide a witten
response to a request for reconsideration within twenty-one
(21) working days after receipt of the request.

20-44-009 Waiver of Consultant Selection Requirements.
Pursuant to K C.C. 20.44.050(D), the departnent director may
wai ve all or part of the consultant selection requirenents
and procedures set forth in these rules and select a
qualified consultant if the director finds:

A. that the consultant previously prepared all or part
of an environnental docunent pertaining to the project; and

B. that waiver of the consultant selection
requi renents and procedures wll avoid unnecessary costs to
t he applicant; or

C. that the work to be perfornmed on the environnental
docunent is limted in scope and requires specialized
techni cal expertise; or

D. that waiver of the consultant selection
requi renents and procedures is in the best interests of the
county.

20-44-010 Consultant Payment. A. The consultant shall be
responsi bl e for effectively managi ng the environnent al
docunent, neeting schedul e and cost projections, keeping
track of the cost of environnental docunent services and
reporting costs to the departnent. Al nonthly progress
reports and billing invoices shall be in a format prescribed
by the departnent.

B. The departnent shall approve invoices based on
mont hly progress report information, and paynent shall be
made according to the terns of the contract agreed upon.

20-44-008 - 20-44-010
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C. The consultant shall be responsible for notifying
t he departnent of any proposed changes in the scope of
servi ces, schedule and cost and obtaining approval fromthe
departnment prior to undertaking any additional work.

20-44-011 Severability. |[If a provision of the rules
contained herein or its applicability to any person or
circunstance is held invalid, the remainder of the

provi sions of these rules or the application of the
provision to other persons or circunstances shall not be
af f ect ed.
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