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21A-24-900 Definitions.

A D aneter at Breast Height ("DBH'). "D aneter at
breast height" nmeans the tree trunk di aneter neasured in
inches at a height of four and one-half feet (4 1/2') above
the ground. |If a tree splits into multiple trunks bel ow
four and one-half feet (4 1/2'), DBH neans the tree trunk
di aneter measured in inches at its nost narrow point beneath
the split.

B. Departnment. "Departnent"” neans the Departnent of
Devel opnent and Environnental Services of King County.

C. Public trail. "Public trail" neans a trail to
whi ch the public has permanent |egal access.

D. Regul ated tree. "Regulated tree" neans:

1. except as provided in subsections (D)(2)-(4),
any living tree eight inches (8") DBH or greater |ocated
within any part of a wetland, stream steep slope or
| andsl i de hazard area buffer;
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2. any living tree four inches (4") DBH or
greater located within ten feet (10') of the ordinary high
water mark of a stream

3. any living tree four inches (4") DBH or
greater located within ten feet (10') of the edge of a
wet | and;

4. any living tree four inches (4") DBH or
greater located within a steep slope or |andslide hazard
area or that part of the buffer within ten feet (10') of the
sl ope's toe or top.

E. Seeps and springs. "Seeps and springs" nean flows
of water fromthe ground.

F. Trail bed. "Trail bed" neans the trail surface
and shoul ders.

21A-24-901 Purpose. It is the purpose of these rules to
i npl enent the trail provisions of K C C 21A 24. 310,

21A. 24. 330 and 21A 24.370, to set forth requirenents for
trail applications and to prescribe standards for trail

| ocation, construction, design and use.

21A-24-902 Application Requirements. A In addition to
any other permt requirenment, an applicant proposing to
construct a trail in a wetland or streambuffer or in a
steep slope or landslide hazard area or buffer shall submt
a plan including:

1. the |l ocation of the proposed trail;
2. typical cross sections of the proposed trail;
3. the identification of all regulated trees in

the area extending twenty feet (20') on either side of the
proposed trail bed;
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4. details of any walls, bridges or other
proposed structures;

5. a description of proposed construction
nmet hods and materials; and

6. a description of the proposed construction
sequence and schedul e.

B. An applicant proposing to construct a trail in a

steep slope or |l andslide hazard area or buffer shall also
nmeet the follow ng requirenents:

1. the plan submtted by the applicant shal
i nclude the best avail abl e topographic information for the
area extending twenty feet (20') on either side of the
proposed trail bed or ten feet (10') on either side of
proposed grading limts, whichever is greater;

2. the applicant shall submt a report prepared
by a geol ogi st or a geotechni cal engi neer evaluating and
recommendi ng erosion control, drainage control and grading;
and

3. if the applicant proposes any engi neered
structures associated with erosion and/or drai nage contr ol
or grading, draw ngs of and design recomendati ons
pertaining to the structures shall be prepared, signed and
stanped by a professional civil engineer licensed by the
State of Washi ngt on.

21A-24-903 Trail Location. A.  Except for access to
view ng platforns and stream crossings authorized by K C C
21A.24.370 and trail locations authorized in subsection (B)
trails shall be located in the outer one-third (1/3) of
wet |l and or stream buffers.

B. Trails may be | ocated, with King County approval,
on existing flood protection facilities, e.g. levies or
di kes, existing utility maintenance roads or the inproved
portion of any existing railroad right-of-way if the
pl acenent of the trail does not enlarge the facility, road
or inproved portion of the right-of-way.
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C. Except for trails authorized by subsection (B)
the width of the undi sturbed buffer between the trail and
the wetland or stream shall be expanded by an anbunt equa
to the wwdth of the trail bed and any additional area
di sturbed during construction except that the buffer
expansi on requi renent nmay be reduced or elimnated for
public trails upon proof by the applicant that the buffer
wi dt h cannot be expanded due to existing roadways,
commercial or residential developnment, utility corridors,
ot her devel opnent, inprovenents or |egal constraints.

D. Trails shall not be |ocated in habitats of any
species listed by the State of Washi ngton or federal
gover nnent as endangered, threatened or sensitive.

E. Trails shall be aligned so that no regul ated tree
shal | be cut or renoved.
F. View ng platforns and access to view ng platforns

on or near a stream bank or wetland edge may be provided
upon proof by the applicant that the access will not be
detrinental to the streamor wetland or fish or their
habitat. Platfornms shall be placed | andward fromthe
wet | and edge or the ordinary high water mark of the stream

G Trails may be | ocated in | andslide hazard areas
and buffers if the departnent determnes that the trail wll
not significantly increase slope instability.

21A-24-904 Trail Construction and Design. A Trai
construction proposals for trails in wetland and stream
buffers and steep sl ope and | andslide hazard areas and
buffers shall be approved by the departnent on a site-
speci fic basis.

B. Construction shall be guided by the U S. Forest
Service, Trails Managenent Handbook, Chapter 5 (FSH2309. 18,
Novenber 1991, as anended) and the U S. Forest Service,

St andard Specifications for Construction of Trails Handbook,
88 912 - 953 (EM 7720- 102, June 1984, as anended).
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In addition, construction of public nulti-purpose or other
i npervious trails authorized by the King County Code shal
be gui ded by the Anmerican Association of State H ghway &
Transportation Oficials, GQuide for the Devel opnent of
Bicycle Facilities (1991).

C. Trails shall be constructed and designed to keep
users on the designated trail. Construction and design
techni ques may include, but not be limted to, the placenent
of signs, the creation of distinct trail edges or the
construction of vegetative or other barriers or fences, as
aut hori zed by the departnent.

D. Trails shall be constructed and designed to
provi de adequate erosion control neasures to mnim ze soi
erosi on and prevent sedinent-laden run-off fromreachi ng any
streans, wetlands or shorelines. Construction and design
t echni ques shall conformto the erosion control provisions
of the King County Surface Water Design Manual

E. Trails shall be constructed and designed to
protect water quality and maintain natural, pre-existing
surface and ground water novenent. Construction and design
techni ques shall conformto the drainage provisions of the

King County Surface Water Design Manual. In addition, trai
construction and design shall neet the foll owm ng standards:
1. surface water shall be routed by neans of

appropriately sized culverts and bridges to maintain ex-
isting flow and ensure fish mgration. The preferred nethod
for routing surface water shall be bridges; and

2. flows fromseeps and springs shall require
sufficient culvert crossings to maintain existing surface
wat er pattern and flow through the sensitive area.

F. Subj ect to the provisions of K C.C. 8.12, the use
of pesticides, herbicides or other hazardous or toxic
substances shall be prohibited unl ess approved by the
departnent prior to application upon a show ng by the
applicant that the use of such substances will do | ess harm
to the sensitive area than other avail abl e net hods.

21A-24-904
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21A-24-905 Trail Use. A No notorized vehicles, excluding
nmotori zed wheel chairs and notorized vehicles necessary for
trail maintenance and energency access, shall be all owed
along any trail.

B. Use of the trail may be restricted or limted to
protect the sensitive area, its buffer and plants and
animals it supports.

21A-24-906 Severability. If a provision of the rules
contained herein or its applicability to any person or
circunstance is held invalid, the remainder of the

provi sions of these rules or the application of the
provision to other persons or circunstances shall not be
af f ect ed.
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