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On May 12, 2018, Animal Services served a notice and order on David Perez alleging that on

that date:

David Perez left his Miniature Pinscher type dog in their vehicle for 45 minutes
when external temperatures were 70 degrees Fahrenheit. The vehicle was in the
full sun and there was inadequate airflow going into the vehicle. The internal
temperature of David’s vehicle was 99 degrees Fahrenheit upon my arrival. The
dog [Dexter] was excessively panting[,] indicating it was experiencing stress.
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Animal Services asserted that this constituted cruelty to animals. KCC 11.04.250.A.1. That
section makes it unlawful to “[w]illfully and cruelly injure or kill any animal by any means
causing it fright or pain.” Accepting Animal Services allegations as correct, and making all
reasonable inferences in Animal Services favor, there is no way to conclude that the Perezes
willfully and cruelly injured or killed Dexter. The Perezes’ appeal is GRANTED.

It is possible that what Animal Services meant to cite the Perezes for was a violation of KCC
11.04.250.A.2, which makes it unlawful to “[b]y reason of neglect or intent to cause or allow any
animal to endure pain, suffering or injury or to fail or neglect to aid or attempt alleviation of
pain, suffering or injury the person has so caused to any animal.” Whether there was actually a
violation of KCC 11.04.250.A.2 or not on May 12 would only be something we would assess
after hearing all the facts at a hearing. Thus, if Animal Services believes the public interest
requires it to readdress the May 12 incident, it may reissue a supplemental Notice and Order. Our
ruling today only applies to KCC 11.04.250.A.1.

DATED June 20, 2018.

David Spohr
Hearing Examiner

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by July
20, 2018. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in superior court
in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V18008144

DAVID PEREZ
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

I, Elizabeth Dop, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
I transmitted the SUMMARY ORDER to those listed on the attached page as follows:

X] EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

X caused to be placed with the United States Postal Service, with sufficient postage, as FIRST
CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee parties/interested
persons to addresses on record.

DATED June 20, 2018.

Elizabeth Dop
Legislative Secretary
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