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SUMMARY ORDER
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V18008601

ANTHONY HOPKINS
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

Activity no.:  A18004489

Appellant: ~ Anthony Hopkins
10636 56th Avenue S
Seattle, WA 98178

King County: Regional Animal Services of King County
represented by Michael Lindquist
21615 64th Avenue S
Kent, WA 98032
Telephone: (206) 263-5968

Email: raskcappeals(@kingcounty.cov

In September, Animal Services served a notice of violation and order to comply (NVOC)
alleging that Appellant parked his vehicle with his dog inside, without water, for an extended
period of time, resulting in the vehicle’s internal temperature reaching 109.3° and the dog
showing signs of distress by panting excessively hyper salivating. Those allegations state a classic
(and viable) claim of neglect under KCC 11.04.250.A.2, which makes it unlawful to:

By reason of neglect or intent to cause or allow any animal to endure pain,
suffering or injury or to fail or neglect to aid or attempt alleviation of pain,
suffering or injury the person has so caused to any animal.

Such a violation does not require Animal Services to prove the Mr. Hopkins /nfended to cause his
dog any pain, suffering or injury, only that his neglect resulted in those things happening.
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Instead, what Animal Services actually alleged was a violation of subsection A.1. This requires
Animal Services to prove that Appellant did “[w]illfully and cruelly injure or kill any animal by
any means causing it fright or pain,” meaning that deliberately harmed his dog.

Accepting Animal Services’ factual allegations as correct, and making all reasonable inferences in
Animal Services’ favor, there is no way to conclude that Appellant both deliberately and cruelly
injured his dog. Neglect, yes. Cruelty, no. Appellant’s appeal is GRANTED.

It is possible that what Animal Services meant to Appellant for was a violation of subsection A.2
(neglect), and Animal Services simply checked the wrong box. If Animal Services believes the
public interest requires it to readdress the September events, it may reissue an appropriate
supplemental NVOC, and we can hold a hearing to entertain the dispute. Our ruling today only
applies to cruelty and KCC 11.04.250.A.1.

The appeal is accordingly DISMISSED WITHOUT PREJUDICE.

If for some reason we have misunderstood the situation, by November 2, 2018, cither party is
free to file, with the examiner, a motion for reconsideration explaining why the examiner should
not be dismissing this appeal. Filing a timely motion for reconsideration postpones the deadline
(described below the signature line) for lodging an appeal.

DATED October 3, 2018.

ﬁ/ //
David Spohr
Hearing Examiner

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL

King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless appealed to superior court by
November 2, 2018. Either party may appeal this decision by applying for a writ of review in
superior court in accordance with chapter 7.16 RCW.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
SUBJECT:  Regional Animal Services of King County file no. V18008601

ANTHONY HOPKINS
Animal Services Enforcement Appeal

I, Liz Dop, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that I
transmitted the SUMMARY ORDER to those listed on the attached page as follows:

DX] EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail
addresses on record.

X placed with the United States Postal Service, with sufficient postage, as FIRST CLASS
MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee parties/interested persons to

addresses on record.
/'I s :
pmfloer

DATED October 3, 2018.

Liz Dop
Legislative Secretary
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Hopkins, Anthony
Hardcopy

Lindquist, Michael
Regional Animal Services of King County



