
 February 16, 2017  
 
 

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

King County Courthouse 
516 Third Avenue Room 1200 

Seattle, Washington 98104 
Telephone (206) 477-0860 
Facsimile (206) 296-0198 

hearingexaminer@kingcounty.gov 
www.kingcounty.gov/independent/hearing-examiner 

 
 

ORDER OF DISMISSAL 
 
SUBJECT: Department of Permitting and Environmental Review file no. E0501037 
Supplement 
 

JAMES AND SANDRA RICHARDSON 
Code Enforcement Appeal 

 
Location: 28333 SE 8th Street, Fall City 
 
Appellants: James-Sandra Richardson 

represented by Cade Richardson 
28333 SE 8th Street 
Fall City, WA 98024 
Telephone: (425) 890-4706 
Email: naturaldesign@comcast.net  

 
King County: Department of Permitting and Environmental Review 

represented by Jeri Breazeal 
35030 SE Douglas Street Suite 210 
Snoqualmie, WA 98065 
Telephone: (206) 477-0294 
Email: jeri.breazeal@kingcounty.gov  

 
This matter involves a 2014 supplemental notice and order alleging that the Richardsons (1) are 
operating a landscape business that does not meet the zoning requirements, (2) have cargo 
containers requiring permits, (3) have cleared in excess of the applicable standards and in a 
critical area, and (4) have graded in excess of the applicable grading standards and in a critical 
area. The case went to hearing in June 2014.  

On June 11, 2014, we issued a Report and Decision denying the Richardsons appeal of violations 
(1) landscaping business and (2) cargo containers. We also denied the appeal of violations (3) 
clearing and (4) grading as to the basic violations, but granted the appeal in that there was 
insufficient evidence that those violations occurred in critical areas. 
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However, the “next steps” for how the Richardsons could come into compliance were unsettled. 
Thus unlike most of the Report and Decision documents we issue, where we rule on the alleged 
violation(s) and—if we find a violation(s)—also enter compliance terms, we set no compliance 
steps or deadlines. Instead, we explicitly retained jurisdiction. Over the last two and half years, 
we have held many status conferences in an attempt to get closer to the finish line.  

More recently, we asked DPER to update the original compliance steps and deadlines from its 
2014 supplemental notice and order to incorporate information from the last two and half years. 
The parties then had some back and forth, and after reviewing this we issue the following:  

To address Violation (1), the Richardsons shall cease operation of the landscaping business and 
remove all associated vehicles and storage of materials by April 1, 2017.  
 
To address Violation (2), the Richardsons shall remove all the landscaping-related structures 
(shipping containers) from the property by April 1, 2017.  
 
To address Violations (3) and (4), apply for and obtain the required permit, inspections and 
approvals according to the following schedule: 
 

A. Submit to DPER a complete clearing/grading permit application by March 16, 
2017. (A complete application is required to include all items and information 
listed at the pre-application meeting.) 
 

B. Meet all deadlines for requested information associated with the permit(s) and 
pick up the permit(s) within the required deadlines.  
 

C. Complete all work required by the permit within the time that the permit is valid 
(one year). 

 
D. NOTE: The actual clearing and grading restoration-related work should not take 

place until DPER issues the permit. DPER’s permit will set forth the conditions of 
what needs to be done and by when. 
 

No penalties shall be incurred, so long as the Richardsons follow the above deadlines, or any 
extension to those deadlines that DPER allows. Otherwise, DPER may issue penalties. 
 
If for some reason we have misunderstood the situation, by March 13, 2017, either party is free 
to file, with the examiner, a motion for reconsideration explaining why the examiner should not 
be dismissing this appeal. Filing a timely motion for reconsideration postpones the deadline 
(described below the signature line) for lodging an appeal. 
 
DATED February 16, 2017. 
 
 

 
 David Spohr 

Hearing Examiner 
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NOTICE OF RIGHT TO APPEAL 

 
King County Code 20.22.040 directs the Examiner to make the County’s final decision for this 
type of case. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless proceedings for review of the 
decision are timely and properly commenced in superior court. Appeals are governed by the 
Land Use Petition Act, Chapter 36.70C RCW. 
 
 
 
DS/ed 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
SUBJECT: Department of Permitting and Environmental Review file no. E0501037 
Supplement 
 

JAMES AND SANDRA RICHARDSON 
Code Enforcement Appeal 

 
I, Elizabeth Dop, certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
I transmitted the ORDER OF DISMISSAL to those listed on the attached page as follows: 
 

 EMAILED to all County staff listed as parties/interested persons and parties with e-mail addresses on 
record. 

 
 caused to be placed with the United States Postal Service, with sufficient postage, as FIRST 
CLASS MAIL in an envelope addressed to the non-County employee parties/interested 
persons to addresses on record. 

 
DATED February 16, 2017. 
 
 

 
 Elizabeth Dop 
 Legislative Secretary 
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All Parties of Record

Breazeal, Jeri
Department of Permitting and Environmental Review

Deraitus, Elizabeth
Department of Permitting and Environmental Review

Lux, Sheryl
Department of Permitting and Environmental Review

Richardson, Cade mailed paper copy

Richardson, James-Sandra mailed paper copy

Williams, Toya
Department of Permitting and Environmental Review
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