Public Comments on Proposed Ordinance 2018-0241.3

Winery, Brewery Distillery Code Changes
December 2 to December 4, 2019
and
Written Comments Submitted December 4, 2019

Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Auryel van Gemert <auryelross@hotmail.com>
Monday, December 2, 2019 4:12 PM
Policy Staff, Council CompPlan
Oppose Ordinance 2018-0241

The Samamish Valley and much of the UGA is prime, biodiverse, ecologically sound forest and topsoil. I would
like to thank farmers like The Root Connection and Oxbow Farm for the caretaking they offer our collective
communities lush lands.
I want local healthy food for the future, pristine natural habitats, safe waterways for salmon and orcas, less
traffic congestion and safe rural roads. Every human and animal will be deeply impacted by 2018-0241.
I am a constituent of King County asking for opposition to this bill. Please vote NO.
Sincerely,
Auryel van Gemert
8305 382nd Ave SE
Snoqualmie, WA 98065
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Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

cristie coffing <imouttolunch@hotmail.com>
Monday, December 2, 2019 6:46 PM
Policy Staff, Council CompPlan
Re: UGA

From: cristie coffing
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2019 2:42 AM
To: councilcomplan@kingcounty.gov <councilcomplan@kingcounty.gov>
Subject: UGA

To King County Council;
The Samamish Valley and much of the UGA is prime, biodiverse, ecologically forest and topsoil. I would like to
thank farmers like The Root Connection and Oxbow Farm for the caretaking they offer our collective
communities lush lands.
I want local healthy food for the future, pristine natural habitats, safe waterways for salmon and orcas, less
traffic congestion and safe rural roads. Every human and animal will be deeply impacted by 2018-0241.
I am a constituent of King County asking for opposition to this bill. Please vote NO.
Sincerely,
Cristie Coffing, owner and operator of The Black Dog Arts Cafe & downtown resident
PO box 24
Snoqualmie Wa.
98065
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Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Elizabeth Edlund <eli_edlund@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 3, 2019 10:02 PM
kcexec@kingcounty.gov; Dembowski, Rod; Dunn, Reagan; von Reichbauer, Pete;
Gossett, Larry; Lambert, Kathy; McDermott, Joe; Kohl-Welles, Jeanne; Upthegrove, Dave;
Balducci, Claudia; Auzins, Erin; Wolf, Karen
I oppose Ordinance #2018-0241: the King County Sammamish Valley Wine and
Beverage Study

Dear King County City Council Members,
It has been brought to my attention that tomorrow you are set to vote on the proposed Ordinance #2018-0241.
The King County Sammamish Valley Wine and Beverage Study. I am writing to ask you to vote against
opening up the rural land in King Co.
This ordinance will open up a broad swath of rural land to retail and commercial uses in areas that are meant to
be protected. This rural land is part of the natural beauty that the PNW and King County are known for. It is
also the land that feeds into the Puget Sound, which is already filled with toxic run-off. Run-off form these
lands flows into rivers that our wild salmon live and breed in. As you know, our dwindling salmon population
are the preferred food of our critically endangered Southern Resident Killer whales. We all need to accept
responsibility and acknowledge that what we do in our forests, farms, suburbs, and cities deeply impacts the
health of our water and the species that live there. The loss of these species will, in-turn, hurt the people who
depend on them for their own livelihoods.
I was raised in King County, and have returned to raise my family here. We love our city and our beautiful rural
and wild areas. I am raising my kids to understand that we are all in this together: urban and rural, forests and
waters, humans and wildlife. I hope that you can help protect this land, and stand up for the rivers, the wild
salmon populations and critically endangered Southern Resident killer whales. Please vote against Ordinance
#2018-0241, and Vote NO to opening up the rural land in King County to urbanization.
Thank you very much for considering my opinion, and for all the work you do for the County.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Edlund
Seattle 98117
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Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Communications, Comments
Tuesday, December 3, 2019 11:24 PM
Auzins, Erin
Form submission from: https://www.kingcounty.gov/council/issues/winery-code.aspx?
fbclid=IwAR29KQ-g2khC1dakFQoJh792h3_E6-587mHc2z-7MmfVKzCcDiA7GFyZLrc

Submitted from: https://www.kingcounty.gov/council/issues/winery-code.aspx?fbclid=IwAR29KQg2khC1dakFQoJh792h3_E6-587mHc2z-7MmfVKzCcDiA7GFyZLrc
Submitted at 11:23:52 PM, on Tuesday, December 3, 2019
Winery_Code:
FromUser: William Beavers
EMail: Thebeavs2002@yahoo.com
addr1: 13705 Corliss Ave N
city: Seattle
state: WA
zip: 98133
MessageText: Dear Sir or Madam,
The regulations in 2018-0241.2 are burdensome in many ways to small businesses in rural King County and to the overall
health of the beer, wine and spirits industry of Washington State in general. Provisions such as 60% of agricultural
products must be grown on site are impossible in most wonde production. Laws pertaining to testing rooms access to
arterial roads are cumbersome at best and detrimental to an establishment's ability to operate at worst.
Please consider going back to the drawing board and working with the business that will be negatively impacted by
these glaring deficiencies and other conflicts within this proposal.
Thank you,
Sean Beavers
Co-founder
Full Service Workers Alliance of Seattle

_________________________________________
User IP Address:10.84.2.22
User Software Client:Mozilla/5.0 (Linux; Android 9; SM-G960U) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko)
Chrome/78.0.3904.108 Mobile Safari/537.36
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Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Communications, Comments
Tuesday, December 3, 2019 11:57 PM
Auzins, Erin
Form submission from: https://www.kingcounty.gov/council/issues/winery-code.aspx

Submitted from: https://www.kingcounty.gov/council/issues/winery-code.aspx
Submitted at 11:57:02 PM, on Tuesday, December 3, 2019
Winery_Code:
FromUser: Tom Johnston, M.Ed., M.U.P
EMail: bodymindholistic@gmail.com
addr1: 12623 NE 110th St.
city: Kirkland
state: WA
zip: 98033
MessageText: 1. This ordinance destroys farmland protections that have been in place (and are widely agreed with by
the public) for the last 50 years. These include protection from development within the Agricultural Production Areas
(APDs) and the environmental buffer zones areas that protect and assist King County farming.
2. Land speculation resulting from this ordinance will drive out farming uses. A no vote will tend to reduce the price of
farmland to levels of cost that are more manageable for farming.
3. Allowing development on the APDs, the environmental buffer zones and anywhere on rural land connected to an
arterial which is allowed should this ordinance pass will undermine the County's ability to conduct land use planning and
regulate commercial development.
4. Enforcement of king county zoning laws will be enhanced by a no vote on this ordinance because, as it is written, it
is too complicated to be enforceable.
5. Additional WBD development must be concentrated in urban areas, not lodged in rural and farming areas.
6. WBD development is incompatible with the farming and rural character of unincorporated King County.
7. Wineries, Breweries and Distilleries don't need any assistance from King County. As reported in the 12.1.19 Seattle
Times, "Steve Warner, Director of the Wa state Wine industry trade group," expects the number of wineries in Wa. to
expand from 1000 to 2000 or more in the near future.

_________________________________________
User IP Address:10.84.2.22
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User Software Client:Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 10.0; Win64; x64) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko)
Chrome/78.0.3904.108 Safari/537.36
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Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

The Lingos <snolingos@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 7:54 AM
Policy Staff, Council CompPlan
2018-0241 - Urban Growth Area

Respected Council Members,
I am a mother of four and resident of King County, just outside the Snoqualmie city limits. I love this area and
hope my children will be able to continue to enjoy the quality of life we currently have when they are old
enough to start families of their own. In fact, my 14 year old son is currently part of Carnation Farm's Rooted
Program, which aims to educate the next generation about the importance of sustainable farming and local food
sourcing. And, all of my children have learned in school about the importance of the Snoqualmie River and the
salmon habitat in the area.
But, the measure you are considering (2018-0241) could dramatically change the Snoqualmie Valley in a way
that would put the environment at risk. PLEASE VOTE NO!
In addition to local, healthy food, the valley is home to numerous and diverse species of plants, animals and
fish. Increased development and traffic would put their habitats at risk. It would also have far-reaching impacts
as the valley waterways ultimately empty into Puget Sound.
I find it discouraging that while my children are being taught the importance of being good stewards of the
environment and recognizing their individual impacts on the land and animals who live here, our County
leaders are considering a measure that would make that stewardship much more difficult.
We don't need more wineries or other businesses. We need to preserve our natural spaces and endeavor to
protect them.
Thank you,
Kim Lingo
38206 SE 92nd St.
Snoqualmie, WA
98065
snolingos@gmail.com

Compose:
New Message

CouncilCompPlan@kingcounty.g
[
]
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Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Communications, Comments
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 8:16 AM
Auzins, Erin
Form submission from: https://www.kingcounty.gov/council/issues/winery-code.aspx

Submitted from: https://www.kingcounty.gov/council/issues/winery-code.aspx
Submitted at 8:16:19 AM, on Wednesday, December 4, 2019
Winery_Code:
FromUser: Dennis Williams
EMail: juddcreek1@gmail.com
addr1: 22554 101st lane s.w.
city: vashon
state: wa
zip: 98070
MessageText: I am an owner of and manage the property at 19429 Vashon Highway SW, which is partially included in
the area of the proposed changes. I am in full support of the proposed changes, but do wonder why only the front
portion of my lot is included. I believe that the entire lot should be included, as the various setbacks would make it very
difficult to utilize the new zoning.

_________________________________________
User IP Address:10.84.2.22
User Software Client:Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 10.0; Win64; x64) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko)
Chrome/78.0.3904.108 Safari/537.36
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Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Communications, Comments
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 8:19 AM
Auzins, Erin
Form submission from: https://kingcounty.gov/council/issues/winery-code.aspx

Submitted from: https://kingcounty.gov/council/issues/winery-code.aspx
Submitted at 8:18:48 AM, on Wednesday, December 4, 2019
Winery_Code:
FromUser: Janet L Williams
addr1: 22554 101ST LN SW
city: VASHON
state: WA - Washington
zip: 98070
MessageText: I own the property and run a business at 19410 Vashon Highway SW and fully support the new ordinance.

_________________________________________
User IP Address:10.84.2.22
User Software Client:Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 10.0; Win64; x64) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko)
Chrome/78.0.3904.108 Safari/537.36
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Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Andy Roo <andgreen@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 8:54 AM
Reject ordinance 2018-0241

My name is Andrew Green and along with Antoine Wilson I run Regeneration Farm in the Sammamish Valley.
We are facing an unprecedented crisis that threatens the very survival of human life as we know it. This is not an
overstatement. The worlds leading scientists have said we now have 11 years to change every fundamental aspect of our
society if we want to survive climate change. The science says It will affect all of us. Seattle and King County are not
immune. This ordinance, 2018-0241, will exacerbate this crisis. It approaches the issues at hand as if it were business as
usual. This is not the case. Voting to approve this ordinance turns a blind eye to the what must be done to mitigate the
worst affects of the climate crisis. Preserving critical lands in King County is a top priority in creating regional resilience.
The developments that will occur if this ordinance is passed are poorly placed. They lie on lands that should be ground
zero in our adaptations. Topsoil creation is one of the fastest and easiest ways to sequester the immense amount of
atmospheric carbon that we must in the next 11 years. Regenrative agriculture is one of the fastest ways we can create
topsoil. We must preserve rural, agricultural and buffer land and put it rapidly into the best climate adaptation uses if we
are to preserve what we know and love about our region into the future. Do not approve this ordinance. It is a shortsighted
mistake. Vote no and instead prioritize legislation that acts with existing science on the crisis we are in.
-Andrew Green
Regeneration Farm
206-271-1028
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Auzins, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Communications, Comments
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 10:01 AM
Auzins, Erin
FW: Tomorrow's Vote - Adult Beverage Ordinance

From: thomas.t.odell@comcast.net <thomas.t.odell@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2019 3:16 PM
To: Communications, Comments <council@kingcounty.gov>
Cc: Constantine, Dow <Dow.Constantine@kingcounty.gov>; Jarrett, Fred <Fred.Jarrett@kingcounty.gov>; Carlson, Diane
<Diane.Carlson@kingcounty.gov>
Subject: Tomorrow's Vote - Adult Beverage Ordinance
Dear Councilmembers I am writing to you as a former City Council Member and Mayor regarding the upcoming vote on the King County Adult
Beverage Ordinance (Proposed Substitute Ordinance No. 2018-0241.3) that is scheduled for tomorrow and to strongly urge your
rejection of this measure.
I am acutely aware that many business interests in the wine industry are pushing your Council for expansion of the
number and geographic location of wine tasting (and perhaps production) facilities in the Woodinville and Redmond
area. I believe that doing so would be a serious mistake as it will establish a significant precedent and open up a
proverbial “can of worms” in terms of future land use requests that will have a significantly negative impact on other
regions as well. I encourage your vote against this measure
Here are the major problems as I see them:
1. This is a violation of the GMA. It is the “camel’s nose under the tent” that could lead to further expansion of
permitted uses of land that is outside of the GMA boundary. The school districts will almost certainly line up
next along with other commercial establishments such as auto dealerships, etc.
2. This would also place significant additional stress on an area that features a major salmon river in the Lake
Sammamish watershed. Consequently, there should be a complete environmental evaluation prior to these
permits being issued. Additional traffic and water runoff issues will arise further degrade the fish habitat.
3. If this is allowed in Woodinville then what is there to stop other such requests in other parts of King County,
such as along SR202? I would not want to see similar establishments popping up just outside of Sammamish
along SR202 for example.
4. If allowed, this sort of development will make it more difficult - and expensive - to acquire additional right-ofway for future expansion of roads like SR202 and SR203 which may be our best future options for
accommodating future traffic growth in light of the 1.6 million additional residents now being forecast by the
PSRC to arrive in the Puget Sound area.
In light of the above I highly encourage your rejection of the proposal.
Thank you very much.
11

Tom Odell
Former Councilmember & Mayor Emeritus
City of Sammamish
425-466-8146
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Communications, Comments
Auzins, Erin
FW: Tilth Alliance requests reconsideration of Ordinance 2018-0241
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 10:00:56 AM
TilthAlliance-Ordinance 0241.pdf

From: Nancy Tosta <nancy.tosta@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2019 11:16 AM
To: Communications, Comments <council@kingcounty.gov>
Subject: Tilth Alliance requests reconsideration of Ordinance 2018-0241
Dear King County Councilmembers On behalf of the Board of Directors of Tilth Alliance, please see the attached request for
reconsideration of the "Beverage Ordinance" in the interests of ensuring preservation of farmland
and the character of Rural Areas. Thank you for your service.
Best regards,
Nancy Tosta
Chair of the Board
Tilth Alliance

King County Council
council@kingcounty.gov

December 1, 2019

Dear King County Councilmembers I am writing to urge your reconsideration of Ordinance #2018-0241 (Beverage Ordinance) to ensure protection of
the rural areas of the Sammamish Valley for farmland and other natural resource purposes. I write on behalf of
Tilth Alliance, a statewide organization with a mission of working in community with Washington farmers,
gardeners, and eaters for a more sustainable, equitable, and healthy food future. As Chair of the Tilth Alliance
Board of Directors, I ask that you reconsider changes you are proposing in this ordinance.
As you are aware, King County established the Sammamish Valley Agricultural Production District (APD) and Rural
Area to ensure that the farmland and rural character of the Valley are protected for generations to come as required
under the Growth Management Act. The adoption of this ordinance would allow urban-type development to expand
within the Rural Area, not only impacting the quality of the Sammamish Valley, but also setting a dangerous
precedent for other areas in the state. The existing ordinance on the books was drafted to protect the Rural Area,
including requirements that products sold in tasting facilities be produced on-site. It is our understanding that most
wineries, in what we know is a growing industry in the Valley, are complying with the intent of the ordinance. It
appears, however, that lack of enforcement of the current ordinance has resulted in some businesses operating in
the Rural Area without meeting the on-site production requirements. The changes proposed in this ordinance
appear to enable those operations further, encouraging activities in the Rural Area that have the potential to
increase traffic, contribute to run-off and pollution, and do little to safeguard the agricultural and rural character of
the area. Further, such activity can contribute to increased land speculation that will eventually lead to land values
that prohibit farming as a viable enterprise.
Given the impacts climate change may have on global food production, protecting agricultural land in Washington
should not only be a priority for our organization but for you as well on behalf of all residents in King County. By not
adopting the ordinance before you, you have the opportunity to ensure that King County’s agricultural base
continues to be protected. Please recognize the needs of all residents in the County by not supporting Ordinance
#2018-0241.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Nancy Tosta
Board Chair
Tilth Alliance

