Judge’s General Questions on Voir Dire
Civil Case

1. Duration of Trial and Court Hours – Can you serve as a juror in this case?  Are there any physical difficulties that would make it difficult for you to serve? 

2. Have you heard of this case before?

3. Do any of you know the parties or any of the lawyers on either side of this case?

 IF YES: Would such acquaintance impair your ability to try the case fairly and impartially?

4. Do any of you know any of the following persons who might be called as witnesses? 

IF YES: Would such acquaintance impair your ability to try the case fairly and impartially?

5. Have any of you ever served on a jury in a civil trial?

IF YES: Were any of those answering “yes” to the last question the foreperson of their civil jury?

6. Have any of you ever served on a jury in a criminal trial?

IF YES: Were any of those answering “yes” to the last question the foreperson of their criminal jury?

7. Do any of you know anyone who is a civil trial lawyer for either plaintiffs or defendants?

8. Do any of you know anyone connected with the courts or judicial branch of our government?

9. Do any of your close friends or family members practice law or work in any law-related capacity in a law firm, business or government agency?

10. Have any of you had any personal experience with a similar or related type of case or incident? (Here, advise of ability to answer questions in private if juror wishes.)

11. Do any of you have a close friend or relative who has had experienced with a similar or related type of case or incident?

12. Do any of you anticipate any difficulty following the court’s instructions regardless of what you believe the law is or ought to be?

13. Do any of you have training, education, or knowledge in _________________________?

14. Do any of you have a physical condition or ailment that would make it uncomfortable to sit and listen to a trial for several hours per day?

15. Have any of you had any difficulty hearing anything that has been said thus far in the proceedings?

16. Is there any reason why any of you might not be able to try this case impartially and fairly for both sides?



