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‘We are scmewlzat in {ioubt as to whei:bez- o not any

; purpose will bé conserved by the publication of this -
Tepdrt, but ‘are giving i out as it seams to be the practiceof
eading” com'ts oi the emmi:ry whzcl: would indicate some




eventful;de.far as. the general public
is concerned; but.to these .who know of the quiet, _.
' i the offiearsi who have carefully in-

vestigated complaints and, after hearings and dis-.

position of the eourt, have patiently s&pe’z:vised"ma&:ﬂty
hoys and girls during probationary periods, it will

K be apparent that the work has meant much, not only -

to the children and their homes, but o the com-
munity and to society generally. .

Since the institution of our Depariment of
Diagnosis the labors of the court have been very
materially reduced, and is efficiéncy inereased. The
fact that health and mentality are closely related _to
delinquency is now generally recognized by well-
. informed officials who deal with delinguents. And
we believe one of the most necessary departments
auxiliary to the court is that wherein a broad m—
telligence as to healih problems and other causative
factors of delinquency and dependeney is brought to
‘bear on the child prohlems with which we bave to
deal. It is this which is attained by our provision
Afor disgnosis, and which ordinarily enables us tom
duce parents to cheerfully aceept the advice of the
¢ourt in regard to needed medieal and surgical treat:
ment of the children, as well as re-adjustments.in

i thas, fromy” u - sensational stand-

court has; in many instances, proved to be a potent
actor in obtaining results. I
In view of the fact that this court bas Juris-
ction:with a population of more than 300,000, it .
will be noticed from the statistics which follow that
e:numher of formal court hearings is proportion-
tely less than is reported by some other eities where
equal degree of supervision of children is main-
ed. -One provision in addition to the sifting done
the director of diagnosis is the social activity of -
the police. . The chief of police assigned a sergeant .
the care of police complaints involving children, .
and ‘an -additional -officer was detailed as an assist-
for work among boys. A woman officer was
ned to the care of girls.. These officers bave
shown 2good grade of social effciency. -Additional -
efit has resulted from the sympathetic, intelligent
-of-many patroimien in reprimanding child- -
stimulating parents to do their duty. Mueh
béen said from time to time about the inharmony

ting ‘between the polide and juvenile. courts in - .

cities, for which, no doubt, there is justifica-

some places. We are. happy to say that in - -

ttle o such. inharmony exists and we believe we

the bearty co-operation of nearly every officer - -
chief to the newest man on the beat. Asa-

y-are a fine lot of fellows of wbom, as guard-

our eity, its citizens should be proud. -~ And we




: extend to the chzef ané every member of his ciepari:
 ment our personal thanks for thelr courtesy and
* assistance. Many people have an. erronecus: idea

that it is the duty of the officers of the ]uvenﬂe court
1o make arrests, and they consider a telephone report,
"to-the office all that is required. All such are advised
that ordinary complaints in regard to children whick:
~ ean be eared for by police service should he fakes
“direct to Sergeant Boggess of the juvenile and hu
mane division at police headquarters, An ui-uni
formed officer will be sent from there to investigate
the complaint, and either adjust the matter himself
or refer it to the offiee of the juvenile court. Com
- plaints concerning girls are .cared for by women of
' _ficers. Special complaints, however, concerning
- delinquent and dependent children, or persons des
- ing advice in regard to such children should go to th
director of diagnosis at the Juvemie court ofﬁce, a()t}
Nmtb Avenue,

"The county commissioners have rezze_wed 'th
lease on our present detention home and. juvenil
.eourt building, for two years, or until such time as
new county office huilding is completeé Plans a
mzder way whlch will doubtless provzde suztab

During the past year 798 children’ were' éared .-
or in'the Detention Home. The average daily. at-
danee” was fourteen. Throughout the school

ir-the board of education have provided a teacher. - B
o the children every afternoon of school days. -

This has been of much value to the children bemg :
etained: and helpful to the matron whose responsi-. -
ities "are always heavy in- caring for so many

NUMBE}R OF CHILDREN DEAL'I‘
' WITH IN 1912

. _ . Boys Gtrls Total B
tal number 'of deiinquent and - '
ependent children dealt with 798
er of delinquent children '
'lvedmcaswgwen formal : S
court hearings ..., 820 101
er of dependent chﬂdren '
ed in cases gzven formai. -

356 1149

158 310 -
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mth the youth who come before us, as that s
elaborately set forth.in the report of the &n'actor of

We cieszre, however to bring to the attezztlon of
uhize our vlews with refereaee to some of the

11_1 mind that as stated by the director of diagno-
the_larger number of children are those that are
ly considered normal, but who are in reality .

'ermg from defective social conditions and: par" =

neglect and the smaller number are those

edor mmumzed sofar WllZ Lhe de!zzzquent and -
eglected. child problem be solved. We have, from
grietce ‘and study of juvenile dehnqueacy,
ma}}erfectly azzaiyzed the - sanect but as a.




CAUSES OF DELINQUENCY DEPENI)ENCY
AND NEGLEGT I
HEREDITY
Fecble-mindedness
Insanity
Epilepsy
Degeneracy
ENVIRONMENT
{@) Home
Parents dead, divorced or deﬂerte(i
7 Parental indifference
La,c_k of home amusementis
.- Poverty
B Community
idieness
Cheap iheatres
Extremes of dress
Pool rooms
Lack of wholesome amusemen%s

school, with too htt%é mnszdefaﬁan
given the requ;:ements of i_'.he mdzvid-

"Rad housing eonditions
Partisan politics, and “graft’™”
(d) Acquired physieal and mental defec‘fs*

*See special yeport by Director of D_i_ngm:ms

We believe any mtelhgent reader wﬁi he ahle i

W;II study the subject, to see from the foregomg

sis the great necessity for education against so
many existzng evils, so that the same may he rem-

I_)z__n_'ing' one year of our ineumbeney in charge of

e juvenile court, our records showed the following:
6.2 per cent. of the delinquent and neglected
ehﬂdmn thai were brought before us were orphans or

26.5 per cent. were from homes bro}:en u}i hy -
desert:on and dxvorce.




erying evil, which seems to he winked at more or
less by the general public, but when we take into
eonsideration that in one year there may be three
hundred -or more children Hrought before the court,
‘charged as delinquent or neglected children, the real
cause being divoree and desertion, which is in no
wise their fault, do you not think it high timeé-to

wake up and make an effort to curtail this evil? This :

can he done, and we are moved to give out this e~
port not on_l__y that it may awaken general puhlic in:
terest in the subject, but in the further hope that it
‘may awaken the interest of the members of the
Legislature which is ahout o convene, to the end
. that some of the recommendatmns that shall foﬁow
may be framed into laws.

In doing this we recognize the fact tha,t we have,

‘as & rule, altogether oo much legislation, and that
many laws on the statute books should be repeaied*
and further, we agree that it is mposszbie to legis-
late good morals info the hearts of men. We are
loath to offer numerous recommendations, hut deem-
~ ing the subjeet of such grave importance, we give out
“the following, and hope that the members of ‘the

. Legislature will receive them as emanating from a
- sincere desire to improve soeial conditions; and that

all other persong who are inferested.in good morals

‘will, so far as they may approve them, impress their

eammendatory vzews on. those who are in a posmon )
carry. them into effect. - _
As aﬁec‘i;mg the Juvenzie court law, it is not our-_
purpose {o.recommend any material changes. If
thing is to be done along that line it should only
in the way of a declaration that the law is net to
be considered -eriminal or guasi-criminal, but that
the juvenile ‘court is, and should be considered, a
ancery Court. It would be advantageous if the
eourt were given aathmty to deal with parents, and

thers, eontributing to the delinquency of children, .- o

impose fines and other penalties in the same pro-
eeding,-upon proper notice, without the formality of -
additional complaints, -and be autherized to
nfm'ee sm:h arders n comtempt proceedmgs, as.jn -

]_i‘ﬁ‘st We Wou]d reeommené an act prowémg fur
ublic aid to dependent women and children, which
mmonly called the Mother’s. Pension Law, The -
results to be attained by this legislation in ‘keeping -
' together and affording mother‘s the eppez‘» g

Second. ; We beizeve the Siate shouid prowde




| for-eizildran’s homes on the cotiage plan for-brphafis
and those children who may, through adjrerse cir-
cumstances, without fault on their part, he in need of

such a place of refuge. Let us draw a picture for

your imagination: Suppose you are oceupying the

" position of Judge and you have, say three little
homeless children, hetween the ages of seven and .

eleven, hrought before you for disposition. There

"are present kindly persons ready with friendly sug- -

gestions; there are representatives of orphanages and

“homes” maintained hy private charities, and home-.
finders who are ready to separate them and --piae:e g
them in foster-homes hy adoption, all of which is

fully understood and appreciated hy those chﬁéz_‘en..
And suppose they should appeal to you and say,

. ®Qh, Judge, don’t separate us, please don’t separate.
L us” Would vou not question why it is that the._
great State of Washington has not provided a home
for such unfortunate children so that the Court may-
" not be compeiled to deny such hear{-rending appeals?

- Should not the State provide such an institution?

“Third. We would recommend the enactment of -
a law imposing severe penalties upon persons who'

hold themselves out as caretakers of children, v?ho
in any manner permit any child to suffer from im-

proper treatment or unsanitary s_zm'.oundings, or in-
fectious diseases,” on account of neglect on the part.

of such caretaker.

Fourth, - We would recommend the ensctment
f additional laws regulating child lahor, probihiting -
ight werk, providing for an eight-hour day and par-
cularly. prohibiting certain classes of employment.
e would especially provide that children should not
e exploited in giving strest entertainments or eon-
erts from town to town for the purpose of raising
nds for-their support, or for any other purpose, ex-
Jin amateur. and school entertainments, and
en ouly with the consent of the parents. Wewould,

owever, further recommend that eare should he

taken not to close the door of privilege to earn an
onest dollar or penny against the smbitious ehild,
orif fact idleness is a greater menace to the child,
nerally speaking, than the danger of overwork. -
Fifth. " Renewing an urgent recommendation
hich 'we have regularly made every year or two to
Governors and frequently to numerous members of
revious Legislatures, we consider it imperative that
here ‘he a segregation of the sexes at the State .
ining “Sehool and that a suitahle place be pro-
|for a Girl's Home. It is little less than criminal
the ‘unfortunate girls committed to the present
Training School at. Chehalis have-to he kept
nped. quarters, and under such restrictions as
ecessarily there imposed. The State of Wash- -
is too' rich, and members of the Legislature
e too humane to longer permit these wards .




" of the State to be kept in confinement under such-
eircumstances, and they should forthwith provide a
separate institution for that purpose. If {he Legls-
lature will not, on their own motion, act, it is-the
duty of every humanely disposed person in the State
to rise up and compel action in this particular matter.
In connection with. said institution we would
recommend that a law be enacted, _pz'ovxdmg for a

“Women's Reformatory, under a different name, but

under the same management, said institutions to be
maintained in entirely separate buildings, so that in

the matter of contact the inmates of one cou}{i have :

ne influence over the other.

Sixth. We would recommend the enaetment '
of a law providing for a State Detention Hospital, or -

~hospitals, to be located in Seattle and Spokane, as

" being the mest conveninet places to-care for the
_patients that would ordinarily be placed .therein,
‘where persons afflicted with incipient nsanity or
nervous disorders, might be placed hy themseives,

triends or relatives, or who might be committed hy_.

the court pending a determination of the character
of their ailments. These institutions should be in

- charge of physzclans of experience, specially trained:

and skilled in the treatment of such diseases, and
- should he furnished with the most up-to-date equip-
men$, provided with trained nurses competent to

_ give every inmate all care necessary to effect cures if

pqssxbl& Those who are a.hie 10 pay for their eare
such instiutions, should be required to do so, but
those who are unable to pay should be taken eare of
by the State, - :
We would further recommend the passage of a
aw giving courts authority, upon proper complaint,
_and -evidence, to commit habitual drunkards and
th_ose addicted to the excessive use of narcotic drugs,
the aforesaid hospitals for compulsory treatment,
and that said hospitals he provided with all the
acilities and means for giving such treatment.
Seventh.- '
orce laws of the State be amended so that there
might be some curtailment of this evil. Divorces
ould only be granted on specific grounds, and every
care shéuld he taken before any decrees are entered
t all parties must have notice. The court should
ve guthorily to enforee its decrees, and compel the
zpport of women and children, and when the court”
s orders -directing the payment of alimony
ere_shoaid be no supersedeas to prevent the en-
ement of such orders pending an appeal.
Ezghth | We would further recommend the:
: ge-o§ a_work}zozzse law, so that in eounties hav-
cities of the first class a place should be provided
men: ‘who desert their families or fail {o pay
ony, or are hahitual drunkards, might he com-
tted. - That some lahor he provided for the in-




'-mates of such matﬁutzon, that they be compelled to

work and that a certain stipulated sum be set aside

and paid to their families for their support. And

uniil such time as said institutions could be provided |

“that all such persons might be committed to the
county jail and that they be compelled to work upon
" the public roads or elsewhere, in the discretion and
_as ordered and directed by the County Commission-
ers. If we can have such a law in the State of Wash-

ington there will be less desertion and fewer com--

_plaints on account of failure to pay alimony.

We are aware that all these measures recom- -
mended will involve expense, and that will be the-

outery of the opposition to their enactment into

laws. Let us suggest, however, that the people are .

ready to appropriate vast sums of money for fairs,

“for waterways, for harbors, in aid of. commercial

‘enterprises, and for bridges and automobile roads,

none of which we oppose. Bul when it comes to '-
caring for and saving boys and girls {o society, curing -

the drunkard and “dopester” of a dangerous dis

ease, reforming women and girls, ameliorating the_-
suffering of deserted women and children, or to save.

some brother the stioma of being adjudged insane
or of compelling some secoundrel who has deserted
wife and family to work at hard labor for their sup-

port, then the cost looms high and 2 halt must be;
called, for the revenues of the State will not permfc :

16

¢ necessary appropriations to be made. We are
y. to appropriate vast sums to eradieate fruit
pests, to.proteet Hve stoek, and provide game war-
ens for the benefit of gentlemen hunters who have
the price to pay for a game preserve, to build roads,
prevent fires and protect property; but the widow
d ‘orphan, the deserted family, the  wayward
woman and girl, the down-and-out man, Oh, well, '
they can shift for themselves, or the charity organi-
zation soeaety and kmdred msmutlons can take care

'}.‘hose have heen the nitfmate erien:

the past.' ‘What shall we have to reco?‘x&pm oureezieﬁ
annual? All those who love their live stock, their
fruit orchards, their commereial enterprifes and their
airtoraobiles better than their less fortunate brother
and his eh.tldren -are welcome to their sordid love,

t 1 'pray, give us credit for one wayward boy and
girl .saved -to society, a home provided for one

han, one drunkard cured of an accursed habit,
and-one deserting scoundrel compelled to work and

port Ius fa:mly, and we shall be content to walk,




An:aua} Raport oi tize I)n-eetoz of Diagnosis oi the
Seattle Juvenile Cozz:t for 132

THE CLINICAL CLASSZFICATION OF
DELINQUENT CHILDREN
ACCORDING TO CAUSATIVE

' PATHOLOGY

L : By _
LILBURN MERRILL, M. D.

' ALUE OF })IAGNOSTIC METHODS .' -
The mahng of laws creatmg 3uvemie courts and.
ention homes which place offending children apart

e_.erxmwal group has been co-incident with
h-of an eITonecus Ldea that social relatmns




These are the real prohlems in delinquency with
which the eourts have to deal. Heretoforethe treat-
ment of these unusoal children has, for the most
part, heen limited to the social methods used with
those accidentally delinquent. Lately, however,

systematic inquiry into the sources of delinquency
has detected so important a correlation of physical
and mental weakness with ahnormal conduet as to
demand some official provision for diagnosis. _
Tt is not my intention so to overstate the in

fluence of physical factors in the child’s developmen
as to minimize the importance of our social responst
hilities. If this were to result I should consider the
loss greater than any good which might possibl '
result from a wider recognition of the value of
diagnosis. We find ourselves squarely confronted,
however, with the necessity of looking beyond th
social environment of many children who are regu
larly relapsing into delinquency. And. the method
of approach here deseribed for the study of young
offenders from the medical and psychological view
points, as'well as'the social, is amply justified. -
“The sphere of the physician, as well-as the psy
_chologist, is hroadening. ‘A stretch of the ‘Imagina-
‘tion is 1o longer required to see the relation between
physical precocity ‘and ‘moral instahility. A sturdy.
‘youngster recently baffled his teacher hy ‘@n ‘occa-
sional explosive jump from his chair which he faith

resumed directly after getting on his feet.  To =
ronomnce: his: hreach of discipline 2 product of.
naughtiness would hit far astray, as, compared with
rea, {o .yvﬁleh_. his “Jumps” were, in fact, related.
heral irritation is not always synonymous with
icious - iniquity, though a physician may oc-
ionally detect  relationship. The careful student
z;am'opaﬁhy- is not infrequently the o_nljr persan
o.may hope to analyze the pathology underlying -
ive conduct. - Epilepsy, as commonly known,
umvexfs_aﬁy regarded as a prohlem for the phyéieiaa’
wiagt:‘sh’aﬁ be said of the innumerable phenoména’; |
; e}jgt;}c -of psychic or masked 'fomis', which
or o victim momentarily i_z’responsihle?. Is there
3 .pg.:?;;logy as vitally important in its re-
0. sociely as is the clearly sizure
hic ﬁ&j}rs_' the hapless suﬂ'erer?"ly- dEﬁned e
e pogreption of delinquency (as in the :
t-of physical discases), a diagnosis, providtzfia;
thoroughly comprehensive as regards social, physi-
d. mgz}tal_ pathology, is of prime importance.
b t juvenile eases are usually handled in a
way, and the probation department becomes
and, if we acknowledge the truth, the
thg‘ prohation supervision are sometimes .
Iy discouraging, Students of the causative =
s of delinguency know full well that the child
does nqﬁ.-':eqund. satisfactorily te prohation
L 21 ' -




treatment frequently fails to do so because of com
tions wbich might readily have been ioeated

- diagnostic inquiry preceding his appearance in €o

h There are many children placed on’ proba
who are ohvicusly i need of institutional treatn
The source of their frouble is such that they

be cured by the methods of constructive friend

which are implied in the term prohation. . ’I‘h {0

lowing brief case history is typical of this group:

Boy Ape 16. Family history nega.t:wa. Thorot
home, evelopmental history presents indieations

mioral instability at age 12, Thereafter larceny, nomad
forgery, and total mcommhzhty 4% home preaenf.ed in

order named.
Preeodious physical: development; prepossmzzg
pearance. Mental reaction duli; unﬂmoncnal meraliy

hetie,
probation notwithstanding the
mdicated qlea:rly_til{it his moral

_mitted forgery, and, upon represenmg hnnsaif as. 19y
age, was commitied to a penitentiary. L

¥ this hoy's moral deficiency. ba,d been

more serious consideration at the time he was
taken into court it is prohable that he would
‘been committed to a state school. The tr
there might so have influenced him that he
have been spared the criminal record h
" gtands against him. o

.. Indiscriminate use of probatmn among
children has many times resulted unfavorably to

_ mpzled statzstlcs have been
that .prohauon has been suceess-
21l cases. 'Such reports have
“upon’ the number of children
from relapsing into delinquency,
y'not have been called upon
deal ‘'with them. "The probation
oing tnost efficient work know very
their. wards are. prone to back-
eiapsing so seriously as to jeopard-
utatxon among less sympathetic

nelude that a probation order amounts
against further court action so long
gt keeps f;he officer’s faxth from

ther hand ehﬁdren Who superficially
they are ‘at heart, are frequently

robahon treatment. - Again,

aecidentally. delmqnent are fre-

as being so and are needlessly

They are essentially of stable

: ood_homes. The supervision .
no-vital assistance to them, and the .

e_i:ter be devoted to other cases,

thousands of such ‘children

bation in the juvenile courts -

ould have__ been benefited fully




'asmuchzftheyhadbeen discharged: after makwg
all posgihle restitution for their offenses.
The important responsihility of the Juvenﬁe

court in the care of delinquency heging with the:

child who shows indications of hecoming a chronie
offender. He deserves more careful consideration

than has thus far been given to him. He is an ab--
normal child. To place him on prohation without:
first knowing what factors have made him unusual

is ohviously unjust to the probation officer, and if
as is so often the case, he is one among eighty or a
hundred other children on the officer’s list, the ine
justice to the ehlid is greater.

METHODS OF DIAGNOSIS IN THE SEATTLE
JWENILE COURT

In suggesting the need of a more consistent in
quiry into the patholegy of delinquency the writer
does not have in mind a eumhersome clinic which
would require the support of additional legislation
He would only contend that some official provision
for diagnosis should be made in every juvenile eourt:
If  supplementary social agencies are so correlated

‘as to eliminate from the docket the numercus petty
cases, such a diagnostic provision may legitimately
and practically he secured for the average court
hy appointing a qualified person to make the pre

r esi;ig_aﬁign'.no_w_.authorized: by la,w n.
states. -
Tl_ns has heen aecomphshed in the Seattie
enile court hy placing a. physician in charge of
e juvenile office.. He was given ample freedom in
administration of the department, and hecame
nee o dzagnosmza.n of delingquency and a master
discipline for the hearing and ad;ustment of com-
laints concerning children,
From the outset, the policy has heen to see
_th c}uitiren the assistance required, so faru;:
cahle, without resorting to official court hear-
The- zuvemle office, it was thought, should be
where the child and his conduct might he
died: professionally, and not necessarily he con-
ered a legal problem. In so dealing with delin-
children, the: department has only advisory

ower; hut. when hased. upon an inquiry into the

of  the “delinquent and the social or other
ology which is detected as responsihle for the
ionable conduct, the method meets with ap- -
s value is already estahlished hy the re- .

secured with many children who otherwise
have been less happily, if not less succoess-
elped hy ordinary eourt procedure. The
cahility of the plan is further attested hy the
hat ‘there is no longer a congested juvenile
The npmher_ of cases taken into court bas




decreased one-half since the plan was adopted. 1t
should he noted that the Seattle office has to do with
fewer than one thousand delinquent children a year.
By the clinical method of administration no difficulty
has been experienced in sifting out approximately
‘one-half of these by means of consultation between
the chiidren, their parents, and the director or his
assistants. Needless to say the extent to which a
head prohation officer can successfully follow this

method of administration will depend upon his:

shility to analyze situations involving the chil
from the viewpoint of secmii physmai and mentai

with making a reliable diagnosis of the cause of the

child’s delinquency and recommendations of th
best treatment availghle. When the latter can hes
he carried into effect hy court action, a typewritten
report concerning the child and influences affecting
him is made in the order of the following .analysis
and presented o the 3udge zmme(hately precedmg

Father, mother, and grandparenﬁs' :
physical, and mental pathology, e. g., aleo-
' cnmznalzsm, prostltution paupensm, neur-

nfamg Dlseases nutrition; convulsmns e
walked and talked. P

Hﬂbﬁs AIcoho}, tohaeco, sex; out mghts,




3. Physieal Condition. SRR
. Aﬂthropometfy. Weight; height; age.-of.-pu}.z.es
113 M _
et fggzo? Facies; sanitary condition; state
" of nutrition; physical type, e. g, neummc-}:em?epad_
- ment, physical precoeity,_' et:e,;. a,natqmzc_a_,l'_ an
- physiological stigmata; genitalia.

" Naso-pharyng. Adencids or enl_arg_ed_ tonsﬁS,
oral deformity. '

' 1 and endwanee.
Nervous system. Motor contro ] _
Circulation. Cardiopath;_r_; pulse; temperatur
Vision. Right and left.” S
Audition. Right and left. (Mc:(}_aﬁle__ au(qu-
4. Mental Condition. R
Perception; memory; association; discrimina-

- {ion; judgment; ingenuity; reason. e
. THE CLINICAL METHOD OF INQUIRY
. When a delinquent child is referred to the ‘d

artment hy the poliee, or any ot_hez: agenc :
?eceived in very much the same. spirit as that i

ich : ician ¢ tient in his con-
ch a physician approaches a pafier b
:;Jhlizationpmom. "The fact of the delinquent act doeg

not greatly concern us. We are concerned: with th

child, Something is wrong with him, or the condi-

tions surrounding him. He is brought mto the.co

rrection, and we merely follow out in practise
quently repeated truism that one cannot sue-

lly ‘treat the child without first finding out . -

alls"him. . The sources of information Vary in
case.-~ We receive from school authorities much
ahble. information concerning the social Jife and
evelopimental record.  Other persons who may be
rersant with the child or conditions collateral to
‘areconsulted. -And beyond these sources of in-
ation is the child himself and his parents. Here,
ourse, is the material with which we
eminiently concerned. - .

he outset we attempt to put the parent at

e spare no pains to make it ‘clear to the -
rinother that we want onlyto give'them pro- - .

essional co-operation in an attempt to find out why
d-is’ doing wrong, -and to provide treatment

shall aid ‘the ‘most in his future ‘development.:
de must-he sympathetic. Tt must be pro-.-

And, ‘parenthetieally; it is -of interest to
notwithstanding the fact that advieehas -

necessitated drastic setion in the ‘social,
nal, and surgical treatment of children, we. o
ar.on 0o ‘oecasion met with the serious op-

: On the other hand, 'we are

tly appealed to hy parents who have been
0 the ‘office by friends; or who have ‘them- N

dealt with ‘previously. "The ‘attitude of




" thé 'diagnostician towards the Tc‘n%f(ihﬁ hzmsed mu}:i:?e
obviously, of equal importance. 1l T
geﬁevéd o’f tear. This can be done only by a.___
conidenceinpifing IO e it st

' “¢ot on root _
' entziircos{;zszsory examination and anthropp;eand
I.:Cside from these few instruments ?he pbs:i?l e
mental mquiry is made by qr@m? agn
methods. .

Every delinquent ¢hild who has appeare

eourt during the_p_gst year e
diagnostic inquiry. The fables
' statement include only thgizo boys an
; Iven formal cO L 1 B lew °
'vt‘gleac::efreulg;ttenﬁon given to the sifting of cases, ¥

utive cases
- wi derstood that these 421 consecurive Case
-'wﬁizinindz{?nquents whose condition ofplaté:cegni:bem
Sy
Ry b understood, bowever, that these 421
are 1;1011 a special group. They are only the ¢

- who have appeared cougecuti _eiy‘ m the comdunng

; wear. o . b
%e.y{)ur object in dealing with these children 1

been to locate the predominant source of the;r

quency. - This bas not always been satisfactorily
accomplished. Frequently social and physical path~
0gy.so overlap as to make it difficult to decide
which condition is most responsible for the wrong
nduct. In the administrative work of the court
fact has been of no consequence, for, in dealing
the individual child, the judge bas had before
the totality of conditions ‘which were responsible

the abnormal development. B '
tis in the classification of causative pathology
 purpose of learning the comparative influence
e.various conditions, that this fact is of im-

ce. - For example: :

to the office
arged with burglarizing a store. We found
be was. persuaded to commit the offense by
venteen-year-old feeble-minded and. morally-
d youth. " - ST
ere was the influence of unwholesome com-
hip, . e
laneing further into the developmental history
‘that the small hoy has been associating’
efective lad during the last three years,
epletion resulting from their orgies, and the
influence of cigarettes, had developed a pro-
‘neurotic condition. If the child had heen
ormal . pbysical condition it is probable be
not-have . found. the defective youth a con-




- T su;;ported
genial companion. This assumption 18 te
hy the zoaet that the sew 'teen-yearmid'qu;fig;
hgs uniformly failed to secure any sortt;l? : y
association with physically and mentally heal _Fh-.____ _

oys in his community. o
bpys.zs it not obwious, therefore, in view gfd ﬂ;tls;fth]ffs
._.dur small boy’s delinquency is alse a produc of hi
functional nervous disorder? . Wo wished to
Vet this does not-cover ‘the case, e e
know wby and how the _o_.inld was sulb;(}i ed 'moral
| fluences which led to the development - . whén
instability and we learned that four years afjc;;a .c.om
he was seven years of age, the parents had in . o
" ymitted to a public eorrectional institution by ke
e resenting his . I bave been miorn;xh .
.igt the little fellow did nothing ‘worse than thI;'
away from bis home oceasionally to play. .alo.ng.._ :
beach # few blocks ditant, o
his was-domestic meglect. - :
Ea?:;fmed up in order we find that thzsdelmﬁuezi;
- boy presenté.ﬁrst-of all social pgthﬁlogy .}n--ﬁhe u?f’lbi
'The. parents were moraily negligent: uAaIS a result !
this he was committed o a correctio 2l mst:tutaa. tion
where an -older boy gained -eontrol of him. - There-

temperament. Physical pathology was now &
ﬁl He was paroled, and a short tlmelater:zmm
institutionalized ‘and -without the--nox-mal_._.- M

erent in a bealthy co_zz_éﬁ_tution,- he readiiy fell into :
dssoelation with a seventeen-year-old mental. and
oral defective.

- This unwholesome companionship

Fpi‘; the purpose of clinical c_la_ssiﬁcétiozi, sueh
s 'as the above have had to he regarded as the -

product of functional neurosis. It should he clearly

tiribute the child’s delinquent zet to the condition
ervous instahility. . Our contention is that the
reral delinquent state of the child in question is
imediately and predominantly dependent upon the )
athological pbysical condition which is implied hy -
¢-term functional neurosis, as hereafter defined.
‘Throughout our cases discrimination has heen care-
fully made in the assignmerdt to the clinical groups.
every case we bave been inclined to attrihute the
elinquency to the influence of abnormal social con-

ions;” except when the clinical evidence was so
undant as to more than justify a physical or men-
diagnosis. . ) 7 © FHyal Db el

_ There being no precident for us to follow in the
clinical lassifieation of delinquent children, accord.
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| ve athelogy, it has
o e ecessary’the predmp;? Tt;iossaryp of d:igegoeht;i
mn* The classification herewith px:;zins od b
been evolved irom our clinieal ebseux;vtadmng e
‘ehildren in the Denver juvenile eo e s
ecars, and since June, 1911, amang421 e
iuent’s " It provides amply for the 21 cases he
reported, though - elinical ﬁ1:1fi1113*:3{:138%1Q11 g o
children may show that the classt may R
uate. Sofaras additional eondm(;f;
‘i:in ihe future, we shall amplify our
aecordingly.

1. Soecial Pathology
Artificial resty
rdinate legal restraint. _
tzomic?::onduct which gny ch@itd Uy ¢ ast t'mms disreg
thereby be subject to arre . |
o Inordinate jegal restraint usua&iy pre;sgnrt:s
cases which ean he adjusted hy the social e1
the 1'g;ee ee to the statxsﬁeald*iahe
oo p(-)iﬁ which shuws the correlation o}f} agn
g:ﬁethe predommant delinquency, it wﬂ} e _ehserv
' ‘*Dr. Stevenson Smith, consuliing psychoichst to the

hese dlagnosﬁe e
Nahorated in defining t
%hroughaut th:gfear he has woperated $n the study of many

Dr. G
Much assistance has aise been’ reeezved fzam 1

i)awdsen, who, as medieal’ adviser, has axr}ed x_nany

by providing aux‘g‘lesl and medzeai treatment |
34

that: 'ery few such cases have reqmre(i the attentaon
th udge of the Seattie court.
Misehievous adventure. Spomdw aﬁenses
itted. in o defiant spirit of malicious mischisf
which 4s characterized, Jor the time being, by a tomi_
egard of the vights of others,
Many ' offensés due to malicions mischlef are
e adjusted by the police. Under this head
resented such offenses as raiding orchards, fruit
»ete. (offenses which are usually gregarious in
; driving off with automobile for joy ride;
vandalism and pilfering when incited by.a
of adventure, and conduct which involves a
- ‘between tradition and the law such as
Feen. eqeapades Though the police do much
many of these cases, those offenses which in- -
¢ Droperty are frequently of such consequence
0 demand the formal attention of the court. -

nwhaiesome companionship, So¢ial relg-

ceither ehildren or. adults which conduce

_delmquent conduct, or which lead to szmca-
offering unusuel opportunity Jor delinguency.

- _chz}dren are not necessarily immoral or

character.  Two children, who as indi-

15 may, he of good character, when associated




" Domestie neglect. A condition of poverty, de-
pravity, moral indifference, or the obsence of o Sym
pathetic social relation befween the puarent and ehild’
which makes the home inadequate in safequording s
children. ' I .

A strikingly large number of the children iall
under this diagnosis, and many who have heen:
classed in other groups might easily have been safes
~guarded if the home had provided more sympatheti¢
‘eare. Much of the delinquency here recorded is
serious, though in numerous cases the children are
not pronouncedly delinquent; they variously ap-
‘proach. the horderline, and in some instances might
justly be termed near-delinquents, or neglected
children. : _ P
" It is not always easy for the investigator to
learn the extent to which a home is inefficient. The
intensity of congestion and poverty vary so greatly.
in different cities that conditions which, o Seattle
might appear injurious to the morals of a child
would, in more congested cities, be passed withou
Aside from economic and meoral neglect, nearl
all of our cases have indicated that the parents werg
without a sympathetic knowledge of their childre
" This failure on the part of fathers and mothers 1
he companions with the hoys and girls is one:of -

ment of delinguency, - e develop-
2. 'Physleal Pathology

Physical precocit i

o AR I3 ity. A conditio .
k; . . % of premat
ysical growth which, being disproportionate 1o );z;:

normal
ki .menta{_dml&pment, throws the child out of

- This physical precocity

o

does not necessarily

mvolve early sex development, though it usually

doés. " And when this i
068, - AN L T2ls 13 s0, there is present
exaggerated sex impulse without the neeessae:;' ti}:s
e adult results 3
k. In any case, these ¢hi T order
- : ] c¢hildren, in ord
the?rniq cgaz?spamons who are physically and menfalle; )
e t:%;:mst associate with older imdividuals
_Sﬁdeln ty is no greater than their own. If
e s thr{:;rsoaﬁz a.:;teuszz_aﬁy of vagrant habits; if
mora.ﬂy; _. _ otften ;qw~g:ade, . soci_aﬁy _and
- !_zi?etionaz neurosis, 4 cm&eﬁt@e af ﬁerveus
iy f?iiz whereby t?m emotions are easily kindled
% gf A e;f;xi ;e_sttgaw;?n lor_ controlled with d@'fﬁmlzy x
heterence to the table of diagnoses on' 5
éct?w' that we. have placed numerous ;};i?ﬁgeﬁ :
fact u;;dmer iuncthz'zal neurosis. It may seem that
_ .pa.t;_a olog;ea,l physical conditions enumer-




_ated would, as separate defects, reatz;li’: ._:11; hilriuent
2oéia1 nﬁsa&just-mefnt a8 W Jinguen
the atiention o
?ur_ clinieal studies show el
whose delnguency  has appar e recocty
‘physical pathology .other -than ‘p_t RN
resented neurotic instabilf y.* Ve b
e pd them. Few children _wh'abe phy al
deistzl?ii not cause such DEWroses W'L];, 01(1:tf at(:;g e &
f&hese ever be brought o the _atiezigncam oo
For example: A sepsory defet(;l Ay ik
ation in a child’s stadies, and fhis in t07 oy N
i illing to attend sehool; bu s his Py
o ﬁﬁ?l ds to the development of a ne otle e
defec*t ?;g@ ordinary methods. of the schoo s;s; e
3:1?101;% he is mentally normal, zez’ve -tp _prevex_l__. .
" i hropde truant. 0 7 .
ﬁamizezg?rigaapixysicai factor operatmgcgl;ggz;
neardtic bage, usually doe_s not lead to chronic
'hgquftng.signiﬁcant that 25 per cent. of afixé :11:
ent c¢hildren have presented func‘?m?théugh.'
q};‘ h. have been found to-l-be. largely, ough.
ot iy responsible for the deh_nqv:ent .c?n'hﬁit
eﬁlﬁ?; zidé from sex deiquﬁenrf:y_, ﬁ]lle(ilorax;f ol
. M» y : : all o W_ . RS
mxzc_:aglg;lt af;fo; :;g;clvrt)(;ys depletion, i.t may-bg agr
%iiiz}zee]:i how 2 funciional nervous chsorder wa
| a8

onsible for some of the other offenses enumerated.
t needs to he carefully borne in mind that in the.
nical study of these delinquent children, we are
ncerned with the delinquent condition, and not
the  specific ‘offense - which may have brought the
child into court. -
Superfieial observation of this group of neurotic
children ‘suggests that the pathology I most cases
‘been produced by sex activity. As our inquiries
e gone further into the family and developmental

-of the children, however, we have found that
diagnosis which would sttribute the neurotic
tahility to had sex hygiene is a reversal of the real
' We have repeatedly observed that what

uperficially appear to be the cause is, in faet,
.- Back of the sex pathology is frequently
d'a congenitally neurctic constitution, especially
\z:those children who persist in sexual practices,
vestigation thus far supports the theory that
ren ' who hecome sexusl neurasthenies tsually -
ack of them a neurciie heredity. The men-
and physically healthy child ordinarliy does not
athological through sex activity, notwith-
the fact that mast boys are, at one Hime or
omewhat precocious in their sex kfe. The
& vigorous physical constitution, unless
fluences. supervene, generally resumes his
lopical state hefore he is materially influenced.
e 38 :




It is of interest, also, to note that the use of
cigarettes by boys Is -responsible for a Jesser
amount of delingquency than many. people hav
been led to believe. Here, likewise, several of our

" ¢cases have shown that the persistent use of tobaceo
was a Tesult of nervous instability instead of the
reverse. : - _

The observation that the normal child offers.

natural resistance to bad habits sbould suggest tha
nothing will so surely .safeguard a child as will -

Tiberal provision for his play Lfe and other physical
aetivity. : B _

3. Mental Pathology _

- Moral deficiency. The congenitol absence o
wenkness of those social instincts which in the norm
. person inhibil to @ certoan degree the. egotistical dm-
pulses; this results in eriminal propensities which. are
not gmenable fo diseipline. S
Whether the lack of the social instinets, such
pity, generosity, remorse, temderness, etc., is co
genital or acquired, must be determined in each ease
by the developmental history. Congenital moral
deficiency cannot be predicated of any ¢hild mere
because he fails to sbow these instinets at the time
of his delinquency. If his training and habits have
. been such as to inhibit the normal social responses,
his delinquency should be classified accordingly as
o s

ve had rational moral and physical
{raining wﬁ}_ present, especially about thepange of
g;aberty, a kind of moral conduet altogether below .
t t of the ordinary boy or girl reared under such
influences. Such cases are of much clinieal interest,

and 'lusually reveal defective heredity.
7. The effective treatment of mor: i
D ¢ : _ norally deficient
chﬂ(iren requires radical re-adjustment which will
%r;rvz_de eﬁhfzr mstitutional training or some’ other -
d of continuous supervision. Such children can-

not, as a rule, be given proper training at bome, -

therefore, institution care is us

here| S : ually necessary, Tna

gg}(:}d cqsto:_:ha} school, regular babits may be de-
loped which serve to. offset inherent weakness.

: qutal _lgack_wardness; A eondition of mental
etardatwn which s not 8o proncunced as in. foohle
and which ® u.mliy' not congenital in

TI,:us condition generally has a cause in pbysical
social pathology, and its treatment is always .
sugg%ted by the particular nature of such a cause,
e fa(_;t.'thai; more backwardness is found amoné-
: _ S S




delinguents than among non-delinquent children is-
easily to he observed and is in part the explanation
‘of the large amount of so-called feeble-mindedness
among court children which has been reported hy:

some investigators.

Feeble-mindedness. A condition af mﬂaed
-mental refardation which s congemml tm%matw or
Jebrile in origin. -

The hasis of classification under f.eebie«mmded?

ness as here used is the child’s family and det_reiop-

mental history, and his responses to mental tests.

No scale of tests can give a valid measure of the

child's intelligence unless supplemented hy a con-
sideration of his history. Any system of tests hy

which zlone i is attempted to classify the child as

heing of a given mental age involves the fallacy of

_pseudo-exactness, and needs carefully to he avoided

It has heen thought wise in this report to make

" no sub-classification under fechle-mindedness.  The

majority of feeble-minded children who come o our’

attention are, however, horderline cases, whose
mental retardation, aside from inoral weakness, is
not sufficient to prompt parezzts or soczety to pZa.ce
© them in institutions.

Epilepsy. A disease ckaracterwed by recwrent
attacks in whick there is usually loss of consciousness
with comulsz‘_ons,_.but when & source of delinqugnpy the

symptams are more “often atypwai rmd tke attac!cs
masked or psychic in Jorm.

The eight cases which in t}us report are attrib-
uted to epﬁepsy have presented periodical exacerba-

tions of social mstahﬁlty comezdent with th
amks ial e epﬁepnc




PATI:{OLOGICAL FACTORS 'FOUND “TO BE
"DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR' DELIN-

QUENCY IN 421 CONSECUTIVE CASES'

GIVEN FORMAL COUR’I‘ HEARING DUR
ING 1912

Note.—The following classification does ot
represent all the physical, mental and social defects
observed among these children. We have here

recorded only the pathology which was the zmmed
iate and predominant source of the delmquency .

Social Pathology
Inordinate legal restraint........ 8
Mischievous advenbure....ovne 10
Unwholesome companionship ... 93
Domestic neglech.....oouirciinn 112 ] _
Physieal Pathology ' 124 29.5 per cent.
Physical precociy. . i o
Functional nesrosis. .

A numerical statement of the influences responsi
hie for these neuroses would he misleading hecause
of the fact that many of these neurotic children have
presented several closely related factors. The rela~
tive importance of the causes poted is as. f.oiiows.

44

 Moral deficiency...................... 16
“Mental backwardness... ... e 28
- Feeble-mindedness...................... 2

Neurotie heredity
Sex pathoiogy (muladm TR ‘“rhbm
‘Adenoids and galgread tcnsm :
Muinutrition
Toxicoses:
- "Fobuceo
. Aleohol
_ Cocaine
+- Cardiopathy
" -Sensory defects:
stzon

Epﬂepsy . 8

T8 185 per cant.




CQRRELATION OF PREDQMINAN'{‘ OFFENSE | - Domestte neglect
WHICH BEROUGHT. CHILD INTO COURT, NS
WITH CAUSATIVE PATHOLOGY IDEAGI; Trusney i frceny
NOSEDAS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FO o .

THECHILD®S DELINQUENT C(}NDITION éﬁi"ﬁﬂﬁﬁ“‘“" at ’f“’_’f‘_e !

BOYS

Inordinate legal resiraint

g:resgia e}xﬁég:ﬁi? iOde'm WOOGS. g Ty --_Proiane lazzguage toward nea.ghbors

Disorderly eonduet

I'hysleal precocity

S Lareeny. ..

. Burglary and vagz-aney

- Disorderly conduct \mth gang
Truane .

Mischievous adventure

Halloween escapade. ... e rarnaarem
Larceny of automobile 1o take § 30y ride,.. ..
Disorderly conduct with gang.......«.
Nomadimn, .o

Defacing earriage yvith pamtm A
Personal assault with gang...........

agran
Intoxication and la.rceny.u...
Intoxdeation. v
Sex delinquency......oovroo e,
Namad:sm and truaney AAAAAA

ok o ok 53 18 b

Unwholesome companionship

Intoxieation and IATCENY ... venniiir
Insoxication...ocreci v

Disorderly conduct with ga el
Larceny and use of stolen automobzie,.
Larceny....

Truancy.

Imorngibﬁxty ‘#t sehool.

Truancy and larceny I
Disorderly cozzduct AL SENHO0L.,.
Nomadism.......... :

Gambling

Dzsazderly conduet’

Malicious mischief sbout zzexgizboriwod‘.
Hex GelnGUency. ... i e
Truancy ami sex &aimqmncy e s el Sex delinguency and noradism. ..
BRI et et s e vese e Larceny and sex delinquency...............

ok otk ot ok 1 et D

Imctlenal nenrosis

i.:arceny and fruancy....
Incorrigibility at home
'I‘rumcy

G

Incorrigibility at school.......
Thisorderly condues with gang...
Truapey and nomadism........ ...

gymgﬁwmwmwmﬁw
o ket
e o et €8 13 0 3§ B R o




B N Moral ﬂeﬂeiency

Praaney..
Forgery.

Mental backwardness

L
' Masla.hcmus mzsc}nef abmzt nexghborhca&

Nomadism ..

Feeble-mindedness

Nomadism........ .
 Larceny an maligious ‘mischiel.
Inmmgﬁ'uizty at home ...
Sex debinqueney....... .
Sex de}mcgzwzzey and Zarceny

Fplepsy

zx%m'adi%nuiw t h

neorrigh at home
Larceny and disorderly eoa&uct
-Immny and truazzey vt

wheleseme ‘companienship .
--Oiﬂ: nzghts defiant toward parent...

ttempled ma:rnage in-defiance of mozher .

Sex & nqmency

Physlcal ‘precocity
Ban away from home
Sex dalm

wmtlanal mmrosis

Bex delingueney..

Profanity about achoeol building
Praaney..

- Oud nights; defiant tcward parent
- Viclons temper. ...

Sex delingueney........

) Ran away from home... :
JALareeny; ran away £rom h-::me“m._.,,

K e—
Incomg:bﬁity at hame

Eﬁilepsy o
Sex de}mqueaay .'
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