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Letters editor  

The Seattle Times 

Re: “Immigrant-owned businesses in SeaTac face displacement”: 

The City of SeaTac is repeating the misdeeds of 1950s urban renewal, or “black removal.” The 

Bakaro Mall is an American success story of immigrants working very hard to save and start a 

business. City of SeaTac actions threaten to wipe out their investments and, as well, a cultural 

hub upon which East Africans immigrants depend. 

SeaTac ignores what generations of urban planners learned from urbanist and activist Jane 

Jacobs. So that we not destroy the social capital and the street life of communities, she cautioned 

that we “respect — in the deepest sense — strips of chaos that have a weird wisdom of their own 

not yet encompassed in our concept of urban order.” 

SeaTac is rapidly running out of options to redirect its redevelopment plans. The project needs to 

be reconfigured as a multicultural commercial hub that supports a diverse and vibrant immigrant 

community. SeaTac is a rare case where there is so much to gain and, tragically, so much to lose. 

Creative minds and a committed regional community can turn this project around, but time is 

short. 

Steve Clagett, Seattle 



Testimony May 23, 2019 in favor of not issuing a letter of Consolidated Plan Consistency at this time 

to Inland Development, Spokane for its SeaTac Project until the displacement of the East African 

immigrant/refugee commercial/cultural center is resolved.  (Since a consistency letter has already 

been issued, we ask that a revised letter be sent finding the project inconsistent until additional steps 

are taken to avoid the loss of a vitally important East African Immigrant/Refugee commercial and 

cultural resource.) 

 

This testimony is submitted by: 

• Puget Sound Sage • SeaTac Community Coalition 

• MLK Working Families Party • Seattle Indivisible 

• One America • Faith Action Network 

 

Development is coming to areas of South King County that have been underinvested for many years.  

The combination of light rail and historic levels of economic growth in the region is a game changer.  But 

there is an open question of who will benefit from that development, that is critical for this consortium - 

who will benefit?   

 

Think about 20 years ago when light rail was planned to go through the Rainier Valley.  At the time, 

many community leaders were desperate for investment - both housing and jobs - and welcomed the 

light rail.  Now, they are desperate to stay as they watch their community disappear around them.   

 

Gentrification and displacement require a different planning strategy than the era of urban renewal.  

We have to balance the need for affordable housing and economic growth with preserving what the 

immigrant and refugee communities have built over the last 20 years in cities like Tukwila and SeaTac.  

They have built thriving commercial and retail activities, strong communities centered around religious 

institutions, and are providing a critical workforce to the region's growth engines.   

 

As you consider who to invest CDBG funding and give support to redevelopment, we urge you to make 

anti-displacement a high priority.  The first goal of any use of funding to fight poverty should be to do no 

harm - and supporting redevelopment that destroys businesses and community fabric is incredibly 

harmful. 



Testimony of Steve Clagett May 23, 2019 to the Joint Recommendations Committee Requesting a 

Finding of Inconsistency with the Consolidated Plan for Inland Development’s SeaTac Project Until 

Adequate Provisions are in Place for the 50 East African Immigrant Businesses in the 

Commercial/Cultural Center Facing Displacement  
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There are three over-arching goals of the  Consolidated Plan.  Here is the third: 
 

Goal Three:Community Development - Provide assistance to 
jurisdictions, community agencies, and communities to establish and 
maintain a suitable living environment with economic opportunities for 
low-income members of the community, including communities with 
disparities in health, income, and quality of life where efforts can be 
targeted to improve the well-being of residents and the vibrancy of the 
community. (Clagett added the underlining.) 

 

Consolidated Plan – Page 64 

 
Consolidated Plan – Page 96 

 

Consolidated Plan – Page 100 

 
Consolidated Plan – Page 101 



Testimony of Steve Clagett May 23, 2019 to the Joint Recommendations Committee Requesting a 

Finding of Inconsistency with the Consolidated Plan for Inland Development’s SeaTac Project Until 

Adequate Provisions are in Place for the 50 East African Immigrant Businesses in the 

Commercial/Cultural Center Facing Displacement  
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Consolidated Plan – Page 102 

 
 

Consolidated Plan – Page 10 

 
Consolidated Plan – Page 106 re:  

 
Consolidated Plan =- Strategic Plan Overview Page 107 



Testimony of Steve Clagett May 23, 2019 to the Joint Recommendations Committee Requesting a 

Finding of Inconsistency with the Consolidated Plan for Inland Development’s SeaTac Project Until 

Adequate Provisions are in Place for the 50 East African Immigrant Businesses in the 

Commercial/Cultural Center Facing Displacement  
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. . . . . 

 
 

Consolidated Plan – Criteria for Allocation of Resources – Page 114 

 
 

Consolidated Plan – Page 114  (Though this seems to favor Affordable Housing, the Economic 

Development equity piece appears to be a complete failure arguing against affordable housing until 

inequities are addressed.) 



Testimony of Steve Clagett May 23, 2019 to the Joint Recommendations Committee Requesting a 

Finding of Inconsistency with the Consolidated Plan for Inland Development’s SeaTac Project Until 

Adequate Provisions are in Place for the 50 East African Immigrant Businesses in the 

Commercial/Cultural Center Facing Displacement  
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Consolidated Plan – Page 117 



Testimony of Steve Clagett May 23, 2019 to the Joint Recommendations Committee Requesting a 

Finding of Inconsistency with the Consolidated Plan for Inland Development’s SeaTac Project Until 

Adequate Provisions are in Place for the 50 East African Immigrant Businesses in the 

Commercial/Cultural Center Facing Displacement  
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Consolidated Plan – Page 117  (Note here that the plan says “equitable development” not solely 

“equitable housing development”.  Note supporting language, as well, in the second box.) 



Testimony of Steve Clagett May 23, 2019 to the Joint Recommendations Committee Requesting a 

Finding of Inconsistency with the Consolidated Plan for Inland Development’s SeaTac Project Until 

Adequate Provisions are in Place for the 50 East African Immigrant Businesses in the 

Commercial/Cultural Center Facing Displacement  
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Consolidated Plan – Page 119 (Note last item on this list.) 



Testimony of Steve Clagett May 23, 2019 to the Joint Recommendations Committee Requesting a 

Finding of Inconsistency with the Consolidated Plan for Inland Development’s SeaTac Project Until 

Adequate Provisions are in Place for the 50 East African Immigrant Businesses in the 

Commercial/Cultural Center Facing Displacement  
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Consolidated Plan – Page 120   



Testimony of Steve Clagett May 23, 2019 to the Joint Recommendations Committee Requesting a 

Finding of Inconsistency with the Consolidated Plan for Inland Development’s SeaTac Project Until 

Adequate Provisions are in Place for the 50 East African Immigrant Businesses in the 

Commercial/Cultural Center Facing Displacement  
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Consolidated Plan – Page 135 

 
 



Testimony of Steve Clagett May 23, 2019 to the Joint Recommendations Committee Requesting a 

Finding of Inconsistency with the Consolidated Plan for Inland Development’s SeaTac Project Until 

Adequate Provisions are in Place for the 50 East African Immigrant Businesses in the 

Commercial/Cultural Center Facing Displacement  
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Consolidated Plan =- Page 137  (Notice that a goal of the King County Consortium to help low-income 

residents in “starting a business”. 

 
 

Consolidated Plan – Page 142 

 
 

Consolidate Plan – Page 144 

 
 

Note that in 2014, SeaTac  was considered a top candidate for a Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy 

Area (“NRSA”) designation.  It doesn’t seem to have happened.  Instead, White Center and Federal Way 

seem to have become NRSA’s. 

 


