
ONE TABLE 
Addressing root causes 
of homelessness
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The number of people who become 

homeless over the course of a year 

and who exit homelessness far 

exceed the number of people in the 

point in time count.
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NOTE: 2017 NUMBERS ARE FOR 3 QUARTERS



SOURCE: Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness, 2015; American Community Survey 2016, 2017 King County Point in Time 
County

1 Respondents could select more than one option; does not include options that received less than 6% total responses (e.g., Exiting foster care). Full detail in Appendix

People of color are disproportionately represented in rates of 

homelessness in King County

SOURCE: Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness, 2015; American Community Survey 2016, 2017 King County Point in Time 
County

1 Respondents could select more than one option; does not include options that received less than 6% total responses (e.g., Exiting foster care). Full detail in Appendix 4
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LACK OF AVAILABLE 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
COMMUNITY ACTION 

WORKGROUP
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% of All Households that are Severely Cost 

Burdened, by Income

Data Sources: 2011-2015 ACS 5-year Public Use Microdata Samples (PUMS)
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88% of King County’s severely cost burdened households 

earn less than 50% of the area median income. The 

likelihood of severe cost burden drops as income rises.

Severely Cost Burdened Households by 

Household Income
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Among households earning less 

than 30% AMI, 57.5% are 

severely cost burdened

The majority of severely cost 

burdened households make less 

than half the area median income

2017 AMI is $96,000 

for a four person 

household

KING COUNTY HOUSING AFFORDABILITY Severe Cost Burden Demographics: King County
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Net Change in Number of Households by Income, 1999 - 2015

High income: over 
$147,000

Low income: under 
$41,000

Increasing Income Inequality (Increase in % Households in Lowest 

Incomes while Housing Stock for lowest incomes is decreasing)

About one-quarter of the 16-year growth in households was middle income,
but high and low income households still dominate the growth 7



% of All Households that are Severely Cost 

Burdened, by Income

Data Sources: 2011-2015 ACS 5-year Public Use Microdata Samples (PUMS)
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88% of King County’s severely cost burdened households 

earn less than 50% of the area median income. The 

likelihood of severe cost burden drops as income rises.

Severely Cost Burdened Households by 

Household Income
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SOURCE: Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness, 2015; American Community Survey 2016, 2017 King County Point in Time 
County

1 Respondents could select more than one option; does not include options that received less than 6% total responses (e.g., Exiting foster care). Full detail in Appendix

People of color are disproportionately represented in rates of 

homelessness in King County

SOURCE: Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness, 2015; American Community Survey 2016, 2017 King County Point in Time 
County

1 Respondents could select more than one option; does not include options that received less than 6% total responses (e.g., Exiting foster care). Full detail in Appendix 9
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Source: Washington State OFM, 2017
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INCREASE IN 

RENTS VARY 

BY SUBAREA

From 2005 to 2015 average 

rents increased by:

• 22% in Issaquah

• 36% in West Seattle

• 26% in Shoreline

• 13% in Kent

• 5% in Auburn

Median wages increased by 

7.5% during approximately 

the same period.
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KING COUNTY HOUSING AFFORDABILITY Severe Cost Burden Demographics: King County

% of All Households that are Severely Cost 

Burdened, by Race of Head of Household

Data Sources: 2011-2015 ACS 5-year Public Use Microdata Samples (PUMS)
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DISCUSSION DRAFT 142/14/2018

While the greatest number of severely cost burdened households 

across King County have white householders, white households 

are the least likely to be severely cost burdened overall.

Severely Cost Burdened Households by Race of 

Head of Household
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SOURCE: Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness, 2015; American Community Survey 2016, 2017 King County Point in Time 
County

1 Respondents could select more than one option; does not include options that received less than 6% total responses (e.g., Exiting foster care). Full detail in Appendix

People of color are disproportionately represented in rates of homelessness in King County

SOURCE: Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness, 2015; American Community Survey 2016, 2017 King County Point in Time 
County

1 Respondents could select more than one option; does not include options that received less than 6% total responses (e.g., Exiting foster care). Full detail in Appendix 15
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BEHAVIORAL 

HEALTH
COMMUNITY ACTION WORKGROUP

18



INCIDENCE OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH IN 

HOMELESS ASSESSMENT

“Do you have a substance abuse problem?” 
“Do you have a mental health problem?”

In the last year, 8,080 households were assessed.

Of those, 63% (5,090) of households reported that they 
have a mental health problem and/or they have a substance 
use problem. 
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MENTAL

HEALTH

20



Washington state has high rates of serious mental illness
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Washington state spending on mental health is below the 

national average

2013 data. Washington state increased behavioral health spending in 2015 and 2017
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MENTAL HEALTH CONDITIONS IN 

TOP TEN CHRONIC MEDICAL 

CONDITIONS IN WASHINGTON

Statewide data of all 1.8 million WA residents receiving Medicaid, show that of the 
top ten chronic medical conditions experienced by Medicaid recipients, two are 
behavioral health conditions; 

depression is the number one chronic medical condition, and 

schizophrenia is number ten. 

Washington State Office of Financial Management, Research Brief no. 84 (June 
2017).
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SERIOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL 

DISTRESS (ADULTS)

KING COUNTY, 2011-2014 

AVERAGE
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CLIENTS SERVED BY KING COUNTY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

ORGANIZATION IN Q4 2016, BY ETHNICITY

25

African 
American/Black

17% American 
Indian/Alaska Native

2%

Asian/Pacific 
Islander

10%

Caucasian
53%

Mixed
7%

Other/Unknown
11%



KING COUNTY PATIENTS READY FOR 

DISCHARGE FROM WESTERN STATE 

HOSPITAL
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NUMBER OF KING COUNTY PATIENTS 

ON WASHINGTON STATE HOSPITAL 

WAITLIST
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SUBSTANCE 

USE

DISORDER
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Washington state and the King County metro area have 

higher drug use rates than national averages
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KING COUNTY TREATMENT 

ADMISSIONS, PUBLICLY FUNDED, 

TRENDS
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KEY SLIDES FOR DISCUSSION
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CRIMINAL 

JUSTICE
COMMUNITY ACTION WORKGROUP
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94% of Familiar Faces had a 

behavioral health condition

58.6 % of Familiar Faces 

were homeless

FAMILIAR FACES 
Approximately 1,400 people who have 4+ bookings a year
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Familiar Faces “Most 
Serious Offense” 

primarily crimes related 

to homelessness and 

untreated behavioral 

health conditions

Other
Person crimes
Property, Trespass, Substance Use Disorder
Compliance/ Failure to Appear
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RACIAL 

DISPROPORTIONALITY

• People of color more likely to be 
affected by criminal justice system

• Disproportionality increases as 
number of bookings increases
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“A life sentence…”

COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES TO 

ARREST AND CRIMINAL RECORD:

• Federal housing regulations exclude people with certain 
criminal history from public housing

• Incarceration interrupts housing process and services
• Not “HUD homeless” after 90+ days in jail
• Hard to rent with a criminal record (even with a voucher)
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Every year, more than 11 million people move through America’s 3,100 local jails, many on 
low-level, non violent misdemeanors, costing local governments approximately $22 billion a 
year

From Data-Driven Justice Initiative fact sheet





KING COUNTY ARRESTS BY RACE 

AND ETHNICITY, 2010

SOURCE:  COMPILED BY DR.  ALEXES HARRIS,  UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY, FROM WA ASSOCIATION OF 
SHERIFFS AND POLICE CHIEFS “CRIME IN WASHINGTON 2012” ,  AND US CE NSUS,  QUICK FACTS,  WASHINGTON STATE,  2010) .

King County Arrest 
Rate per 100,000

Arrest Ratio

Asian, 
Pacific 
Islander

254 1 in 393

Black,
African 
American

2656 1 in 38

Native
American, 
Alaskan Native

1796 1 in 56

White 500 1 in 200



RACIAL DISPROPORTIONALITY AT 
BOOKING

• PEOPLE OF COLOR 

MORE LIKELY TO 

BE AFFECTED BY 

CRIMINAL 

JUSTICE SYSTEM

• DISPROPORTIONA

LITY INCREASES 

WITH NUMBER OF 

BOOKINGS
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GAINS INTERCEPT MODEL
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“FAMILIAR FACES”

• 4+ BOOKINGS

• ~1400 INDIVIDUALS PER YEAR IN KING COUNTY

• MAJORITY HAVE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
CONDITION

• MAJORITY HOMELESS

• DISPROPORTIONATELY PEOPLE OF COLOR



94% OF “FAMILIAR FACES” 
HAD A BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
CONDITION



“I went to prison because of 
my addiction to pain killers and 
opiates, so to go to treatment 
is an alternative…  And once 
that’s treated, I’m not 
committing crimes any more”

Voices of 
Experience



At least 58.6 % of 

“familiar faces” are 

homeless 



Familiar Faces’ “Most 
Serious Offense” 
primarily crimes related 
to homelessness and 
untreated behavioral 
health conditions Other

Person Crimes

Property, Trespass, Substance Use Disorder-
related
Compliance/ Failure to Appear



“A life sentence…”

• Federal housing regulations exclude some drug 
convictions from publicly-funded housing

• Not “HUD homeless” after 90+ days in jail

• Jail stay interrupts housing process and services

• Difficult to rent with a criminal record 

Collateral consequences to arrest and criminal record:



“I was homeless for two 
years with a rental 
voucher I couldn’t use 
[because of my criminal 
record]”

Voices of 
Experience



DIVERSION



GAINS INTERCEPT MODEL (NEW, 

2017)
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https://www.samhsa.gov/gains-center



“…I would have lost my 
place, lost everything I 
worked hard for.”

Voices of 
Experience





RE-ENTRY



“where am I going to get 
something to eat, where 
am I going to sleep, 
where are we going to go 
to get dope.”

Voices of 
Experience



“Hoursnot days…”

•High vulnerability 
•Greater chance of success 
when linked with services in 
72 hours after jail release

•Likely to return to crisis 
situation happening prior to 
incarceration if not addressed 
before transition.



“When you come out, the 
‘no roof’ thing is a huge 
stress beyond belief”

Voices of 
Experience







• Basic needs: food, shelter, 
hygiene

• Benefits navigation

• Housing assessment

• Access to treatment

Transition/ 
Diversion Centers



“There needs to be 
more work done around 
housing.  There are 
thousands of people like 
me.”

Voices of 
Experience



CHILD WELFARE
COMMUNITY ACTION WORKGROUP

66



67

FOSTER CARE PLACEMENT 

INCREASES RISK OF HOMELESSNESS

• 4% of Washington foster youth age out of foster 
care

• 34% of youth who age out of foster care in King 
County become homeless within one year

• Multiple foster placements increase the likelihood 
of homelessness

• 23% of homeless adults in Seattle reported a 
history of foster care placement
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CHILD WELFARE DISPROPORTIONATELY 

INVESTIGATES FAMILIES OF COLOR
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QUARTERLY CHILDREN’S ADMINISTRATION 

INVESTIGATIONS KING COUNTY



QUARTERLY OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENTS

KING COUNTY



KING COUNTY INVESTIGATIONS BY RACE
RATE PER 1,000 PEOPLE IN POPULATION



KING COUNTY CHILDREN IN OUT OF HOME CARE BY RACE
RATE PER 1,000 PEOPLE IN POPULATION



PERCENT OF CHILDREN IN WASHINGTON

EXITING FOSTER CARE
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PROPORTION OF YOUTH EXPERIENCING 

HOMELESSNESS AFTER AGING OUT OF FOSTER 

CARE



USICH UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH 

INTERVENTION MODEL



ODDS OF EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS 

AFTER AGING OUT OF FOSTER CARE AT 18
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PROTECTIVE AND RISK FACTORS 

IN KING COUNTY FOSTER YOUTH
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SEATTLE NEEDS ASSESSMENT RESULTS
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• 23% of respondents reported 
a history of foster care

• 6% of those with a history of 
foster care reported living in 
foster care immediately 
before becoming homeless

• 4% of those with a history of 
foster care reported aging out 
of foster care as the primary 
cause of their homelessness



EMPLOYMENT

AND INCOME
COMMUNITY ACTION WORKGROUP
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THERE ARE MANY MORE PEOPLE IN 

KING COUNTY WHO LIVE IN EXTREME 

POVERTY THAN ARE HOMELESS

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2017, nearly 
200,000 people in King County lived below the Federal 
Poverty Level 
($16,240 for a 2 person household)

Compared to approximately 30,000 people who 
experienced homelessness in 2017 in King County
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MANY PEOPLE EXPERIENCING 

HOMELESSNESS WORK AND 

MANY REQUEST HELP FINDING 

WORK OR INCREASING INCOME

Approximately 30% of people experiencing 
homelessness in King County are working. Count Us 
in 2017.

Forty-five percent of Count Us In survey respondents 
said that help with employment and/or increasing 
income would help them obtain housing.  Count Us 
in 2017.

81



$0

$200

$400

$600

$800

$1,000

$1,200

$1,400

$1,600

$1,800

30% AMI WA Min Wage
$11.00/hr

Retail worker
$14.81/hr

$15/hr 50% AMI $16.15/hr King County Median
$32.31/hr

Elementary Teacher
$30.31/hr

Affordable Rent (30% of income) by
income level

$1,580 =avg rent for all 1 BR units

ONE BEDROOM MARKET RENT OUT OF REACH FOR MANY 



$43,199 

$95,862 

$45,797 

$60,523 

$91,530 

$60,458 
$63,926 $62,480 

$0

$20,000

$40,000

$60,000

$80,000

$100,000

$120,000

American
Indian/Alaska Native

Asian Black/African
American

Native Hawaiian and
Other Pacific

Islander

White Other race More than one race Hispanic/Latino*

Household Income by Race/Ethnicity

King County median 
income: $86,093 
(2016)

83







86

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Black

Asian

Pacific Islander

Latinx

Multiple races

Foreign Born

Non-hisp white

Percent of Full-Time Workers in King County Making Less than $35,000 per year, By Race/Ethnicity & 
Foreign Born Status



87

BROOKINGS INSTITUTE DATA FOR KING COUNTY
PEOPLE AGES 25-64 THAT COULD BENEFIT FROM WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS


