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Meggan Atkins, Maywood Middle School, Renton
Ms. Atkins responded to a need at her school for a recycling 
program by working with leadership students to develop a 
collection system, promote the program through posters, 
and educate other students through presentations and 
announcements.  Due to these eff orts, the school has more 
than doubled the amount of recycling in one year, resulting in 
reduced garbage costs for the district.

Gabrielle Herring, Diane Parham, Leslie Smith, 
Endeavor Elementary School, Issaquah
This team of teachers developed the Endeavor Outdoor 
Elementary Classroom, turning an overgrown hillside and 
bioswale into a learning resource for the school and community.  
This project brought community businesses, volunteers, the Boy 
Scouts, district administrators, parents and students together in 
the common cause of environmental restoration.

Angie Laulainen, Karen Dunning and Environmental Club, 
Rose Hill Junior High School, Redmond
These teachers and students developed a comprehensive and 
eff ective recycling program.  In addition to cans, bottles and 
paper, the program collects printer cartridges, cell phones and 
handheld devices for recycling.  Ms. Laulainen, Ms. Dunning, and 
this group of dedicated students have consistently come up 
with new ways to promote recycling that are fun, interesting and 
educational.

John Schmied, Skyview Junior High School, Bothell
Mr. Schmied conceived of and served tirelessly as the project 
manager for the establishment of an environmental center in 
the woods adjacent to the school.  He coordinated the work of 
500 students and 60 parents in building trails, removing invasive 
plants and planting native ones. As a result, students have 
learned fi rsthand about wetland building, sustainable forestry, 
and water fl ow and water quality.

Scott Weide, Cascade Middle School, Auburn
Mr. Weide’s passion to preserve Pacifi c Northwest natural 
resources led him to focus his curriculum on local issues 
relevant to his students such as the Olson Creek Salmon Habitat 
Restoration project.  Mr. Weide has led his students in restoring 
nearly 200 feet of the riparian zone of Olson Creek with native 
plant species and collecting cuttings and seeds to repopulate the 
school’s nursery so the project can continue in the years to come.

Maggie Windus, Juanita Elementary School, Kirkland
Realizing a need to improve the recycling program at her school, 
Ms. Windus involved students in collecting recyclables from the 
classrooms, expanded the program to include bottles and cans, 
and was instrumental in adding food waste to the collection 
system.  Ms. Windus’s students learned how to plan, start and 
promote a recycling program and learned how their eff orts were 
related to other environmental issues.

Elizabeth Wing and Students, 
Carnation Elementary School, Carnation
In addition to fully integrating environmental education into her 
classroom lessons, Ms. Wing involves her students in recycling 
activities and in the maintenance of two gardens which serve as 
outdoor classrooms for the entire school.  Ms. Wing’s approach 
to teaching and her passion for environmental education has 
inspired her students and parent volunteers to take on other 
stewardship projects.

Clara Manahan, Philip Park, Teal Stannard, 
West Woodland Elementary School, Seattle
These three students were leaders in establishing West 
Woodland as the third school in the Seattle School District to 
have a lunchroom composting and recycling program.  They 
conducted research and shared their fi ndings with the rest of the 
school; they designed a lesson plan to teach other students how 
to sort materials for composting, recycling and disposal; they 
monitored for quality control; they did this all with enthusiasm 
and passion.

    Teachers

Visit the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
website for environmental resources for teachers and students.

http://dnr.metrokc.gov/topics/learning/LRNtop.htm

Become a King County Green School
www.metrokc.gov/dnrp/swd/greenschools

    Students

For their outstanding 
contributions in schools, 
King County recognizes 

the following Earth Heroes 
and their work to protect 

the environment.
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