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To Families,

The staff and students at The Evergreen School have been working hard to establish ourselves as leaders in environmental stewardship. We have received King County’s prestigious Green Globe Award for our efforts in resource conservation. This year the staff at Evergreen has made a commitment to purchase environmentally preferable office and school supplies. Environmental purchasing means buying products that reduce waste, use less energy, have recycled content, are less toxic, are recyclable or are more durable.

As you and your child begin your search for school supplies we would like you to consider some of the following:

· Choose to reuse. Notebooks, folders and binders can be reused. Paper from a half-used spiral notebook can be salvaged, punched with a three-hole punch and added to a notebook. Solar powered calculators, rechargeable batteries, refillable pens and pencils that last longer and produce less waste. 

· Use durable products. Sturdy backpacks and notebooks can be reused for many years, which helps reduce the amount of broken items tossed away each year.

· Litter-less Lunch. Use lunch boxes or reusable cloth lunch bags instead of paper bags. Pack lunches in reusable plastic ware instead of plastic bags and wraps, use cloth napkin. Provide durable re-usable mug and eating utensils to keep in your child’s classroom. Have your child bring a water bottle to school.

School Supply Purchasing:

Purchase recycled-content products

Look for high post-consumer waste (PCW) content (The post-consumer number is the percentage of paper that has been collected from recycling containers and used as pulp to make new paper. This paper is the most important for conserving resources and minimizing pollution and waste.).

· Notebook paper
· Pocket and file folders
· Subject dividers
· Pencils-at lease 100% total recycled content with at least 50% post-consumer.  Buy refillable pens and pencils or find products made with wood certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).
· Binders
Purchase Durable products-long lasting, less maintenance and use less energy.

Purchase non-toxic products

Highlighters and Markers
· Water-based, certified AP non-toxic
· When purchasing permanent markers, choose “low odor”

· Or choose refillable, if available.

Correction Fluid

· Water-based, non-toxic, ozone-safe

Art Supplies

· Non-toxic paints, modeling clay

Glue and glue sticks

