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Fire Benefit Charge 

 
Fire benefit charges were authorized by the State legislature in 1987 in exchange for a 
reduction in levy capacity.  This two part funding system consists of a maximum tax levy of 

$1.00 per thousand of taxable value ($0.91 in 2016) and; a fire benefit charge that is 
limited to 60% (46% in 2016) of the annual operating budget.  The fire benefit charge is 

variable based upon square footage and the amount of resources needed to provide 
emergency services to each house or business. Exemptions from the fire benefit charge are 
limited to property used for religious worship or education. 

 
Fire Benefit Charge (FBC) - Formula 

 
When approved by voters the FBC formula must reasonably apportion cost to the services 
afforded to the property.  Therefore, assessed value is not used in determining the FBC, 

instead the KRFA uses property type, property use, and associated risk increasers (see 
definition of hazard factors) or risk reducers (see sprinkler and alarm discount) in 

determining the FBC amount for each structure.   
 

The primary factors of the formula are based upon the amount of “required fire flow” or 
water needed to extinguish a fire, and the number of firefighters and equipment needed to 
effectively deliver the required fire flow and their associated cost for fighting a fire in the 

type and size of structure being assessed.  As structure size or fire loading within a 
structure increases, the need for required fire flow, firefighters, and equipment also 

increases.  The benefit charge formula is in part, based upon the Insurance Services Office 
(ISO) fire flow formula (square root of area * 18) and considers these factors.  The Kent 
Fire Authority Governance Board has adopted the following formulas for the benefit charge 

and reserves the right to change the formula on a periodic basis to meet statutory 
requirements: 
 

One and two family buildings 

√Area * 18 * CF * ERF * CPG * Sprinkler Discount = FBC 
 

Manufactured home 

√Area * 18 * CF * ERF * CPG * Sprinkler Discount = FBC 
 

Multi Family buildings 

√Area * 18 * CF * ERF * CPG * Sprinkler and Alarm Discount = FBC 

 
Commercial buildings 

√Area * 18 * CF * ERF * HF * CPG * Sprinkler and Alarm Discount = FBC 
 
Definitions: 

 
 √Area = The square root of the total square feet of the buildings over 400 square 

feet located upon the property. 
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 CF = Category Factor:  The category factor is based upon building type and size. This 

information is obtained from the King County Assessor database for each building 

subject to the FBC.  The major categories are: 
 

 One and two family buildings 

 Multi-family buildings 

 Commercial buildings 

 Manufactured homes 

 

 ERF = Effective Response Force.  The effective response force factor is relational 
to the size of force in firefighters and equipment needed to sustain delivery of the 
required fire flow. 

 

 HF = Hazard Factor:  The hazard factor represents the degree of risk caused by the 
use, processing, or storage of hazardous materials within a building. The hazard 

factor reflects the need for larger and/or more specialized effective response forces. 
Hazard factors are determined from use and risk classifications found in the National 
Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) Standard 13 (Standards for the Installation of 

Sprinkler Systems). 

 CPG = Cost Per Gallon: Is the relative cost of providing the required fire flow per 
gallon during a fire incident.  CPG is a balancing factor used as an adjustable 

multiplier to finely tune the FBC calculation across all properties to reach precisely 
the desired target FBC amount. 

 Senior Citizen Discount:  By State law, the FBC provides senior and disabled persons 

exemptions to the FBC for property they own based upon age, income and disability. King 

County processes and approves these discounts in three categories: 

 Full exemption  75% discounted rate 

 Partial exemption  50% discounted rate 

 Standard exemption   25% discounted rate 

 Sprinkler and Alarm System Discount:  

Fire sprinkler systems in combination with alarm systems will receive a reduction 
depending upon system capability. Partial coverage systems may not qualify for a 
discount.   

 Manufactured Homes: King County does not adequately maintain square feet data 
for mobile homes. Where complete data is missing, the manufactured home size has 

been determined to be 1075 square feet. 

 Minimum Square Footage: The FBC will not be applied to parcels with a total 
improvement square footage of less than 400 sq. ft. 
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Formula Factors: 

To reasonably apportion total cost of maintaining fire service capacity to the services that 

may be afforded to the property, factors used in the formula may be adjusted each year as 
approved by the Governance Board.  The following factors were used for the 2016 

assessment year. 
 

 
 




