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Your voter guide:
know before you vote

Your voter guide is an online tool voters can 
use to confi rm their registration and fi nd their 
polling place, along with comprehensive 
information about candidates and ballot 
measures. 

Over the past four years, King County has 
focused on making every aspect of the 
elections process more accessible to all 
voters. As a result, many polling places that 
were under utilized or not accessible to 
voters with disabilities were consolidated or 
closed.  

Before you go to vote 
on November 4, confi rm 
the location of your 
assigned polling place at 
kingcounty.gov/elections. 



A new way to return 
your absentee ballot
King County offers ten ballot drop boxes throughout the county to provide absentee voters with 
another way to securely return their ballots without the cost of postage in the 18 days leading up 
to and including the November 4 General Election. 

Ballot drop box locations:
•	 Bellevue.  Library Connection @ Crossroads, 15600 NE 8th St., Suite K-11
•	 Black	Diamond.	 Black Diamond Library, 24707 Roberts Dr.
•	 Des	Moines.	 Des Moines Library, 21620 11th Ave. S
•	 Fall	City.  Fall City Library, 33415 SE 42 Pl.
•	 Lake	Forest	Park.  Lake Forest Park Library, 17171 Bothell Way NE, lower level, south
•	 Pacific.  Algona-Pacific Library, 255 Ellingson Rd.
•	 Renton.  King County Elections, 919 SW Grady Way
•	 Seattle.
	 •	 Delridge	Neighborhood	Service	Center,	5405	Delridge	Way	SW
	 •	 Northeast	Seattle	Neighborhood	Service	Center,	4534	University	Way	NE
	 •	 King	County	Administration	Building,	500	Fourth	Ave.

Whether you mail your ballot, use a drop box, or 
return your absentee ballot to a neighborhood 
polling place, remember to vote on Tuesday, 
November 4, 2008. 

Drop	boxes	will	be	open	to	accept	
ballots	starting	Friday,	October	17,	and	
will	remain	open	until	8	p.m.	on	
November	4,	Election	Day.

For questions, please call 206-296-8683.
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Vote by mail
Beginning in February 2009, King County will conduct all elections by mail and all registered 
King County voters will receive and cast their ballots by mail. Voting by mail is already the 
preferred method of voting for most people, with about 70 percent of ballots cast through 
the mail in every election. Resources will be more efficiently used to support a single system 
for voting, training, processing, and counting. Vote by mail is easy, accurate, and accessible to 
everyone.

For the majority of voters who already vote by 
mail via absentee ballot, nothing will change. 
About three weeks prior to each election 
all registered voters will be mailed a ballot, 
which they must return to a drop box or have 
postmarked by Election Day.

Voters will have plenty of time to become 
informed about the issues and candidates, 
consider each vote in the relaxed comfort 
of their home, and securely return their 
ballot	through	the	U.S.	Postal	Service	or	at	a	
secured, 24-hour ballot drop box. 

Voters with disabilities will be able to cast 
an independent and private ballot using an 
accessible voting unit at one of three regional 
voting centers located in Bellevue, Renton 
and Seattle. 

Never miss an election.
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King County is committed to making this new system work for all voters, so that everyone 
can participate in one of the greatest rights of democracy—the right to vote. 

Voting by mail is secure. Before the ballot is counted, the signature on every ballot 
envelope is checked and confirmed with the voter’s registration file. 

Voters will be able to verify that their ballot packet was received by King County Elections, 
and then be able to track its progress online as it is processed. 

Simple. Secure. Proven successful.

One system for all,
beginning February 2009

Get ready today.
Prepare for the transition to vote by mail now by doing the following: 

Update your address. Make sure your home and mailing addresses are 
current so the correct ballot reaches you.  If you’ve moved, call us.

Update your signature. If you think your signature has changed since you 
first registered, fill out a new voter registration form, available at www.
kingcounty.gov/elections. 

Make it count. Ballots must be postmarked by Election Day to be counted.

Learn more. Visit www.kingcounty.gov/elections or call 206-296-VOTE (8683).
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Visiting
King County Elections

King County Elections is currently located 
at 919 SW Grady Way in Renton, located on 
Metro bus route 140. 

Election headquarters was created to 
increase ballot security and give the public 
the opportunity to observe ballot processing 
from start to fi nish. 

This building is open to the public during 
business hours and group tours are available.    
Contact Elections for more information. 

King	County	Elections	is	open	
Monday	through	Friday,	from	
8:30	a.m.	to	4:30	p.m.

Special	voter	registration	hours	
will	be	held	on	Saturday,	Oct.	18,	
from	9	a.m.	to	3	p.m.		

The	offi	 	ce	will	remain	open	until	
6	p.m.	on	Monday,	Oct.	20.	
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Each of King County’s 392 polling places offers an accessible voting unit, with an audio and 
touch-screen ballot in both English and Chinese on Election Day. With large-font and high-
contrast options along with tactile devices, voting is made easy for voters with a wide range of 
disabilities. All voters are welcome to vote using an accessible voting unit. 

Early, in-person voting on an accessible voting unit is available weekdays, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
starting Oct. 15 through Nov. 3. Accessible voting is available on Election Day, Nov. 4, from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the King County Elections office in Renton and at all polling places.

Accessible voting  
for everyone 

How to vote an 
accessible ballot:
1. Check in with your poll worker and ask to 

vote using the accessible voting unit. 

2. Choose the type of ballot you prefer: 
touch-screen ballot or audio ballot

3. The poll worker will issue you an encoded 
card with the correct ballot style for your 
precinct. The card does not store personal 
information and is cleared after each use.

4. To begin voting, insert your card into the card reader at the top right of the machine. 
Choose your language and follow the instructions to proceed.

5. To mark your ballot selections, touch the box next to your ballot choice on the screen. 
Simply touch the box again to de-select your choice.

6. After you’ve finished marking your selections, review the ballot summary screen and verify 
the paper copy of your ballot printout. To make changes, simply touch “reject ballot” and 
change your ballot selection. To submit your completed ballot, touch “cast ballot.”

7. To cast an audio ballot, use the numeric keypad to vote. An audio summary will verify your 
choices and allow you to make changes.

For questions, please call 206-296-8683.
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How to vote 
your ballot

Use	a	blue	or	black	pen	to	vote	
your ballot.

Pencil can not be read by our 
equipment.

If you sign your ballot, it cannot be 
counted. (RCW 29A.60.040)

The choice to vote or not vote on any race 
is yours.  

Do not vote for more than one choice in 
any race.  This is considered an overvote.  
Overvoted races are not counted.

Instructions to all voters

Use a dark pen to fi ll in the oval next to 
your choice.  Fill in the oval completely.  

If you make an error in voting, draw 
a line through the entire candidate’s 
name.  You then have the option of 
making another choice.

If you make an error in voting, ask a 
poll worker for a new ballot.

Do not sign or make any additional 
marks on the ballot.
Do not cut, tear or damage this ballot.

Write-in votes: 
To vote for a write-in candidate, write 
the name and darken the oval.

Absentee voters

Poll voters

Optional

write-in

  Jane Doe
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Register to Vote
www.vote.wa.gov

Choose one of these easy options:

Say what?
Be smart. 
[Know your election terms.]
Primary
A process by which a pool of candidates for public 
o�  ce is reduced to the top contenders. In Washington 
State, the statewide Primary occurs on the third 
Tuesday of August.

Top 2 Primary
A type of Primary in which the two candidates who 
receive the most votes in a race advance to the General 
Election, regardless of the candidates’ stated party 
preferences. � is primary system has been used in 
nonpartisan races by local governments in Washington 
State, but August 19, 2008 was the state’s � rst time using 
the Top 2 Primary in partisan races.

Candidate
Any voter registered in Washington State may run as a 
candidate for public o�  ce. Each candidate for partisan 
o�  ce may state a political party that he or she prefers. 

Party preference
A candidate’s stated preference does not imply that 
the candidate is nominated or endorsed by the party, 
or that the party approves of or associates with that 
candidate.

Nominee
A candidate who has been chosen to represent a 
party. Nominees will not be di� erentiated from other 
candidates on the ballot.

Endorsement
A public declaration of support for a candidate.

Partisan o�  ce
A public o�  ce for which a candidate may 
state a preference for a political party and 
have that preference listed on the ballot.

General Election
� e General Election determines which 
remaining candidates will be voted into 
o�  ce. In the United States, Election Day is 
the � rst Tuesday a� er the � rst Monday of 
November. � e next General Election will be 
November 4, 2008.

Online
Go to www.vote.wa.gov to register online up 
to 30 days before an election. It’s fast, easy and 
secure. All you need is a Washington State ID 
or driver’s license.

By Mail
Forms are available to download and print on 
the Internet at www.vote.wa.gov or at your 
county elections department, public libraries, 
schools, and other government o�  ces.  Mail 
your form at least 30 days before an election.

In Person
If you are a new voter in Washington State, 
you may register in person up to 15 days 
before an election at your county elections 
department. Contact information for your 
county elections department is located in the 
back of this pamphlet.
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The Magic Number =
270

A candidate must win 270 of the 538 total electoral votes 
to become President. If no candidate receives a majority of 
electoral votes, the U.S. House of Representatives elects the 
President  and the U.S. Senate elects the Vice President.

When you vote for President, you’re also choosing a slate of 
electors to represent Washington State in the Electoral College.

Typically, electors are citizens nominated in recognition of service 
and dedication to their political party. The U.S. Constitution 
stipulates that an elector cannot be a “person holding an offi ce of 
trust under the United States.” 

Washington State is one of 48 states that use a “winner-take-all” 
system; the candidate who wins the most popular votes in the state 
will get all of Washington’s electoral votes. 

Washington State has 11 electoral votes. Electoral votes are 
allocated based on the 2000 Census.

Washington State & the Electoral College

The Electoral College is administered by the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). You can learn more at www.archives.gov .

Electoral College

The Electoral College 

was established by 

the Founding Fathers 

as a compromise 

between election of the 

President by Congress 

and election by popular 

vote. 
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County 
Elections 

Department City ZIP
mailing

 address

These numbers require 
special telephone  

equipment to operate.  
TDD/TTY sErvICE 

onLY 
for the speech or 

hearing impaired.

➢	Attention speech or hearing impaired Telecommunications Device for the Deaf users: If you are using an “800 number” 
from the list above for TDD/TTY service, you must be prepared to give the relay service operator the telephone number for your 
county elections department. 

(
Telephone 

number

County Elections Department Information

       Printed on recycled paper.
Please recycle this Voters’ Pamphlet!

Adams 210 W Broadway, Ste 200 Ritzville 99169 (509) 659-3249 (509) 659-1122
Asotin PO Box 129 Asotin 99402 (509) 243-2084 (800) 855-1155
Benton PO Box 470 Prosser 99350 (509) 736-3085 (800) 833-6388
Chelan PO Box 400 Wenatchee 98807 (509) 667-6808 (800) 833-6388
Clallam 223 E Fourth St, Ste 1 Port Angeles 98362 (360) 417-2221 (800) 833-6388
    Toll-free (866) 433-VOTE   
Clark PO Box 8815 Vancouver 98666-8815 (360) 397-2345 (800) 223-3131
Columbia 341 E Main St Dayton 99328-1361 (509) 382-4541 (800) 833-6388
Cowlitz 207 N Fourth Ave, Rm 107 Kelso 98626 (360) 577-3005 (360) 577-3061
Douglas 213 S Rainier St, PO Box 456 Waterville 98858 (509) 745-8527              (509) 745-8527, Ext 207
Ferry 350 E Delaware Ave #2 Republic 99166 (509) 775-5200 (800) 833-6388
Franklin PO Box 1451 Pasco 99301 (509) 545-3538 (800) 833-6388
Garfield	 PO	Box	278	 Pomeroy	 99347	 (509)	843-1411	 (800)	833-6388
Grant PO Box 37 Ephrata 98823 (509) 754-2011 Ext 343 (800) 833-6388
Grays Harbor 100 W Broadway, Ste 2 Montesano 98563 (360) 249-4232 (360) 249-6575
Island PO Box 1410 Coupeville 98239 (360) 679-7366 (360) 679-7305
Jefferson PO Box 563 Port Townsend 98368 (360) 385-9119 (800) 833-6388
King 919 SW Grady Way Renton 98057 (206) 296-8683 (206) 296-0109
Kitsap 614 Division St Port Orchard 98366 (360) 337-7128 (800) 833-6388
Kittitas 205 W Fifth Ave, Ste 105 Ellensburg 98926 (509) 962-7503 (800) 833-6388
Klickitat 205 S Columbus Ave, Stop 2 Goldendale 98620 (509) 773-4001 (800) 833-6388
Lewis PO Box 29 Chehalis 98532-0029 (360) 740-1278 (360) 740-1480
Lincoln PO Box 28 Davenport 99122 (509) 725-4971 (800) 833-6388
Mason PO Box 400 Shelton 98584 (360) 427-9670 Ext 470 (800) 833-6388
Okanogan PO Box 1010 Okanogan 98840 (509) 422-7240 (800) 833-6388
Pacific	 PO	Box	97	 South	Bend	 98586-0097	 (360)	875-9317	 (360)	875-9400
Pend Oreille PO Box 5015 Newport 99156 (509) 447-6472 (509) 447-3186
Pierce 2501 S 35th St, Ste C Tacoma   98409               (253) 798-VOTE (8683) (800) 833-6388
San Juan PO Box 638 Friday Harbor 98250 (360) 378-3357 (360) 378-4151
Skagit 700 S Second St/PO Box 1306 Mount Vernon 98273 (360) 336-9305 (360) 336-9332
Skamania PO Box 790 Stevenson 98648 (509) 427-3730 (800) 833-6388
Snohomish 3000 Rockefeller Ave Everett 98201 (425) 388-3444 (425) 388-3700
 MS 505     
Spokane 1033 W Gardner Ave Spokane 99260 (509) 477-2320 (509) 477-2333
Stevens 215 S Oak St, Rm 106 Colville 99114 (509) 684-7514 (800) 833-6384
    Toll-free (866) 307-9060   
Thurston 2000 Lakeridge Dr SW Olympia 98502 (360) 786-5408 (360) 754-2933
Wahkiakum PO Box 543 Cathlamet 98612 (360) 795-3219 (800) 833-6388
Walla Walla PO Box 1856/315 W Main St Walla Walla 99362 (509) 524-2530 (800) 833-6388
Whatcom 311 Grand Ave, Ste 103 Bellingham 98225 (360) 676-6742 (360) 738-4555
Whitman N 400 Main St  Colfax 99111 (509) 648-6353 (800) 833-6388
Yakima 128 N Second St, Rm 117 Yakima 98901 (509) 574-1340 (800) 833-6388
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✁

Absentee Ballot Application
If you have requested an absentee ballot or have a permanent request for an absentee ballot on file, please do not submit another application.

To be filled out by applicant. Please print in ink.

Registered Name: 

Street Address:

City:      ZIP:

Telephone: (Day)     (Evening)

For identification purposes only (optional):   Voter registration number, if known:

I hereby declare that I am a registered voter.

Send my ballot to the following address (if different from above):

Mailing Address:

City:      State:

ZIP:      Country:

Signature  ✍
To be valid, your signature must be included.

Date

-  Mail this
absentee ballot

request form to your
county elections department.

See previous page for
your county’s mailing

address.

This application is for:

General Election only
November 4, 2008 r 

Permanent request
All future elections r

For office use only

Precinct Code:
Levy Code:
Ballot Code:
Ballot Mailed:

Birth Date:        Have you recently registered to vote?    Yes  ❐     No  ❐

many of Washington’s counties now conduct all elections by mail. If you are a registered voter in a 
county that votes by mail, you will automatically be sent a ballot. King and Pierce counties continue 
to use poll sites in addition to mail to conduct elections.

Voter Participation in Presidential Election Campaigns
Those who wish to participate in the presidential election campaign process may contact the candidate or party of his or her choice 
for more information. Listed below are the political parties with candidates for president on the general election ballot.

Washington state Democratic Central  
Committee  
 615 Second Avenue, Ste 580
 Seattle, WA 98194 
 (206) 583-0664
 info@wa-democrats.org
 www.wa-democrats.org

Washington state republican Party 
 2840 Northup Way, Ste 140  
 Bellevue, WA 98004 
 (425) 460-0570
 comments@wsrp.org 
 www.wsrp.org

Party for socialism & Liberation
 1122 E Pike #1289
 Seattle, WA 98122
 (206) 367-3820
 seattle@votepsl.org
 pslweb.org

socialist Workers Party
 5418 Rainier Avenue S
 Seattle, WA 98118
 (206) 323-1755
 seattleswp@speakeasy.net
 themilitant.com

Libertarian Party of Washington state
 10522 Lake City Way NE, Ste C103
 Seattle, WA 98125 
 (206) 571-1946
	 officemanager@lpwa.org
 www.lpwa.org/voter

Constitution Party of Washington
 10605 SE 240th Street, PMB 135
 Kent, WA 98031
 (253) 854-6524
 contactus@constitutionpartyofwa.com
 www.constitutionpartyofwa.com

Green Party of Washington state
	 GPoWS	State	Office
 PO Box 70515
 Seattle, WA 98127
 (360) 875-0205 or (206) 781-3848
 wagreens@gmail.com
 www.wagreens.us
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