
Office of Interpreter Services 
King County Superior Court 

 
 

King County Courthouse 

Room C-701 

516 Third Avenue 

Seattle, WA 98104 

Tel: 206-477-1415 

 

 

Regional Justice Center 
Room G-0243 

401 4th Avenue North 

Kent, WA  98032 

Tel: 206-477-1415 

 

 

Juvenile Court, DYS 
3rd Floor 

1211 East Alder 

Seattle, WA 98122 

Tel: 206-477-1415 

 

 
Email: scinterp@kingcounty.gov 

Web Page: http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/superiorcourt/interpsrv.aspx 
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Certification:   In 1989, Washington State passed a law providing for the Court Interpreter 

Certification program.  Since 1990, under RCW 2.43, appointing authorities have been required to 

appoint certified interpreters for non-English speaking participants; for an even longer period of 

time, the same requirement has been in effect under RCW 2.42 for deaf and hard of hearing persons 

in legal proceedings.  

 

Court Interpreter certification now exists in 12 spoken foreign languages in Washington State, 

besides national certification for Sign Language interpreters: 

 
Arabic (Egyptian) 
Arabic (Levantine) 

Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian 
Cantonese 

French 
Korean 
Laotian 

Mandarin 

Marshallese 
Punjabi 
Russian 
Somali 

Spanish 
Tagalog 

Vietnamese 

 

In accordance with the law, the Office of Interpreter Services will strive to provide only court 

certified interpreters in the languages listed above and carefully screened and qualified interpreters 

in all other languages. 

 

Training:   The staff provides orientation sessions for interpreters as well as training for those 

who use interpreters, including judges, attorneys, and those working in other court related 

programs. 

 

Language Bank:  This office has provided interpreters in over 160 languages for criminal and 

civil proceedings at the three sites listed above. 

 

Inquiries:  The staff fields scores of inquiries daily from interpreters, Courts, government and 

private agencies, and attorneys (local and statewide), for interpretation services and referrals, 

translation referrals, advice regarding interpreter needs and issues, coordination of interpreter 

programs and interpreter education.  Please feel free to call us at the numbers listed above. 



 
LANGUAGES SINCE 4/1/92 

 
1. AFRIKAANS  
2. AKAN   
3. ALBANIAN   
4. AMERICAN SIGN 

LANGUAGE 
5. AMHARIC [ETHIOPIA] 
6. ANYUAK [SUDAN] 
7. ARABIC 
8. ARMENIAN   
9. ASHULI [SOUTHERN 

SUDAN]  
10. BARI [SUDAN]  
11. BEMBA [ZAMBIA]  
12. BENGALI  
13. BERBER [ALGERIA] 
14. BOSNIAN   
15. BULGARIAN 
16. BURMESE  
17. CAMBODIAN  
18. CANTONESE 
19. CAROLINIAN [NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS] 
20. CEBUANO [PHILIPPINES] 
21. CHAM [CAMBOD]  
22. CHAMORRO [GUAM] 
23. CHATINO [MEXICO] 
24.  CHINANTECO [MEXICO]  
25. CHOW-CHIU / CHAO ZHOU 

[CHINA]  
26. CHUJ [GUATEMALA] 
27. CHUUKESE [MICRONESIA] 
28. CZECH 
29. DANISH   
30. DARI [AFGHANISTAN] 
31. DINKA [GHANA]  
32. DUTCH 
33. ESAN [NIGERIA]  
34.  EWE [TOGO-BURKINA 

FASO] 
35.  FALAM CHIN [BURMA] 
36.  FARSI  
37.  FIJIAN 
38. FINNISH   
39. FRENCH 
40. FULANI   
41. GERMAN 
42. GHEG [ALBANIA] 
43. GREBO [LIBERIA]  
44. GREEK   
45. HAIDA   
46. HAITIAN CREOLE 
47. HAKA CHIN [BURMA] 
48. HAKKA [CHINA] 
49. HARIANVI [INDIA] 
50. HAUSA 
51. HAWAIIAN 
52. HEBREW 
53. HILITAYNON [PHILIPPINES] 
54. HINDI 
55. HMONG [LAOS] 

56. HMONG NJUA [LAOS] 
57. HUNGARIAN  
58. ICELANDIC  
59. IGBO [NIGERIA]  
60. ILOCANO [PHILIPPINES] 
61. ILONGO [PHILIPPINES] 
62. INDONESIAN 
63. ITALIAN 
64. JAPANESE 
65. KANJOBAL [CENTRAL 

AMERICA] 
66. KAPAMPANGAN 

[PHILIPPINES] 
67. KARAYA [PHILIPPINES] 
68. KAREN [BURMA] 
69. KARENNI – [BURMA - EAST 

– SHARDAW] 
70. KAZAKH [RUSSIA]  
71. KHMU [LAOS]  
72. KIKUYU [KENYA]  
73. KINYARUANDA 
74. KIRUNDI 
75. KIZIGUA [WESTERN 

AFRICA]   
76. KOREAN 
77. KOREAN SIGN 
78. KOSRAEN [KOSRA 
79. KRIO [SIERRA LEONE] 
80. KRU [LIBERIA]  
81. KURDISH   
82. LAHU [LAOS]  
83. LAKOTA [NORTH & SOUTH 

DAKOTA / IDAHO] 
84. LAO 
85. LATIN   
86. LATVIAN   
87. LINGALA (DEM. REP. of 

CONGO [ZAIRE])  
88. LITHUANIAN  
89. LUGANDA 
90. MAAY MAAY [SOMALIA] 
91. MALAYALUM (southern 

India)  
92. MALAYSIAN 
93. MANDARIN [CHINA] 
94. MANDINKA [THE GAMBIA] 
95. MARAKA [SIERRA LEONE] 
96. MARSHALLESE [MARSHALL 

ISLANDS] 
97. MATUPI CHIN [BURMA] 
98. MIEN [LAOS]  
99. MIXTECO [MEXICO] 
100. MIZO CHIN [BURM  
101. MOLDAVIAN [MOLDAVIA] 
102. MONGOLIAN  
103. MUSHENGULI [SOMALIA] 
104. NAHUATL [MEXICO] 
105. NAVAJO 
106. NEPALI  
107. NORWEGIAN 

108. NUER [SUDAN]  
109. OROMO [ETHIOPIA] 
110. OSHIWAMBO  [NAMIBIA] 
111. PALAU [PALAU]  
112. PANGASINAN 

[PHILIPPINES] 
113. PASHTO [AFGHANISTAN] 
114. PATOIS [JAMAICA] 
115. POLISH 
116. POHNPEIAN [MICRONESIA] 
117. PORTUGUESE 
118. PUNJABI [INDIA] 
119. P’UREPECHA [MEXICO] 
120. QUECHUA [PERU] 
121.  QUICHE 
122.  ROHINGYA [BURMA] 
123. ROMANIAN 
124. ROMANY   
125. RUSSIAN 
126. SAHO [ERITREA] 
127. SAMOAN   
128. SARAHULE [THE GAMBIA] 
129. SERBO-CROATIAN 
130. SHANGHAINESE [CHINA] 
131. SIRAYA [CHINA]  
132. SLOVAK 

[CZECHOSLOVAKIA] 
133. SOMALI 
134. SOMALI BANTU  
135. SONINKE [SUDAN  
136. SPANISH 
137. SUDANESE  
138. SWAHILI 
139. SWEDISH 
140. TAGALOG [PHILIPPINES] 
141. TAIWANESE   
142. TAMIL [INDIA]  
143. TARASCO [MEXICO] 
144. TELUGU [INDIA]  
145. THAI 
146. TIBETAN   
147. TIGRINYA [ETHIOPIA] 
148. TLAPANECO [MEXICO] 
149. TOISHANESE [CHINA] 
150. TONGAN  
151. TRIQUE   
152. TURKISH 
153. TWI [GHANA] 
154. TZOTZIL [MEXICO] 
155. UKRAINIAN  
156. URDU [INDIA] 
157. UZBECK [UZBEKISTAN] 
158. VIETNAMESE 
159. VISAYAN [PHILIPINES] 
160. WOLAYTINGA [ETHIOPIA] 
161. WOLOF 
162. XAMARI [SOMALIA] 
163. YORUBA 

   

 


