N\YFZANYIANYIANTVIANTYIANTY I ANY S AN

% Qﬂ%ﬂ&ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬂ\ﬂ& /
NYZANYZANYZANYZANYZANYZANTZAN
ZAN\YZANYZANVZANYZANYZANYZA\Y/
NYZANYZANYZANYZANYZANYZANTZAN

FJANVIANVIANVIANVIANVIANVIANYS

STRUGGLES AND SOLUTIONS IN A | counrs seus
REMOTE LEGAL SYSTEM ENVIRONMENT | =



N\YZANYFIANYS,

“BECAUSE THE DELIVERY OF JUSTICE SERVICES IS ESSENTIAL DURING TIMES OF
EMERGENCY, JUDICIAL BRANCH LEADERS KNEW WE HAD TO INNOVATE WAYS TO
SERVE THE PUBLIC AND CONTINUE COURT OPERATIONS IN THE FACE OF THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC. BEGINNING IN LATE FEBRUARY WE BEGAN MODIFYING
SYSTEMS AT EVERY LEVEL OF COURT TO PROTECT PUBLIC AND STAFF SAFETY,
WHILE REACHING OUT TO STAKEHOLDERS TO CONTINUALLY ASSESS, ADJUST
AND COLLABORATE AS THE PANDEMIC MOVED FORWARD. MANY HAVE
DESCRIBED THE PROCESS AS REBUILDING A PLANE WHILE FLYING IT — BUT
WE'VE STAYED ON COURSE.”

Justice Debra L. Stephens,
State of the Judiciary 2021



CONFIGURING COURTS FOR COVID

Washington Courts web site (AOC) had information for courts
Webpage for updates on court closures, hours

List of civil legal aid

Tip sheets on evictions

Webinars for Courts

Guidance on interpreters

Guidance on open courts



REMOTE APPEARANCES

*Arraignments
*Agreed order queue
*Pretrial hearings

*Jury Trials
* March-July, 2020
* November-February 12, 2021




TRIALS LOOK DIFFERENT
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STILL LEARNING |



	STRUGGLES AND SOLUTIONS IN A REMOTE LEGAL SYSTEM ENVIRONMENT
	“Because the delivery of justice services is essential during times of emergency, judicial branch leaders knew we had to innovate ways to serve the public and continue court operations in the face of the covid-19 pandemic.  Beginning in late February we began modifying systems at every level of court to protect public and staff safety, while reaching out to stakeholders to continually assess, adjust and collaborate as the pandemic moved forward.  Many have described the process as rebuilding a plane while flying it – but we’ve stayed on course.”
	CONFIGURING COURTS FOR COVID	
	Remote appearances		
	Trials look different
	STILL LEARNING

