State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Review

A. Background

1. Name of proposed project, if applicable:

AT&T – SB4831 Snoqualmie Expansion FIRSTNET NSB
2. Name of applicant:
New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“AT&T”)
7277 164th Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052
3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:
Smartlink Group on behalf of New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“AT&T”)
11232 120th Ave NE, #204
Kirkland, WA 98034

CONTACT: Colleen Donahue
(425) 444-1269
Email: Colleen.Donahue@SmartlinkGroup.com
4. Date checklist prepared:
4/13/2020
5. Agency requesting checklist:
King County – Department of Local Services, Permitting Division
6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):
AT&T proposes to start work upon approval of its Communications Facilities (“CF”)
Application and subsequent building permit. AT&T does not propose phasing the work and will
endeavor to complete construction as soon as possible.
7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to this
proposal? If yes, explain.
The site is designed to accommodate additional carriers so additional antenna facilities will likely
be placed on the support structure in the future. However, currently there are no specific plans for
additions, expansion, or further activity related to or connected with this proposal.
8. List any environmental information that has been or will be prepared related to this
proposal.
AT&T is in the process of completing a full NEPA and Phase 1 Environmental Assessment
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9. Are other applications pending for governmental approvals affecting the property covered
by your proposal? If yes, please explain.
No.
10. List any government approvals or permits needed for your proposal:
King County—Communications Facility Permit
King County—Building Permit
11. Give a brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and size of
the project and site. There are several questions addressed later in this checklist asking you
to describe certain aspects of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those answers on
this page. (Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional specific information
on project description.)
AT&T is proposing to place a 100-foot monopine wireless telecommunication pole in the
southwestern portion of parcel # 3624079027. This pole will allow for multiply carriers to install
their antennas. The ground equipment will be located at the base of the tower in a 50 ft. by 50 ft.
fenced compound (lease area). A diesel-fuel generator will also be located within the compound for
emergency back-up power.
12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise
location of your proposed project, including street address, section, township, and range. If
this proposal occurs over a wide area, please provide the range or boundaries of the site.
Also, give a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic map. You are
required to submit any plans required by the agency, but not required to submit duplicate
maps or plans submitted with permit applications related to this checklist.
Street Address: 8309 372nd Place SE, Snoqualmie, WA 98065
Parcel No. 3624079027
Legal Description: N 565.63 FT OF NE 1/4 OF NE 1/4 LESS POR LY WITHIN E 347.7 FT OF S
786.66 FT OF SD SUBD AS MEAS ALG E LN THOF

A site plan, vicinity map, and topographic map are included in Attachment 9—Zoning Drawings
to AT&T’s Communications Facility application.
The subject property of this proposal is on a semi-forested open field. The location of the
proposed CF and TSS (“the project”) on the property is currently unused and undeveloped. The
proposed lease area for the project is set away from the on-site residence and screened by
natural surrounds including tall evergreen trees. Access to the proposed project is available off
SE 82nd Street.

B. Environmental Elements

1. Earth
a. General description of the site (circle one): Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes,
mountainous, other: the property has a gentle downward slope to the west.
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b. What is the steepest slope on the site and the approximate percentage of the slope?
The steepest slope on the host property is roughly 1-10% downward to the east. The site area is flat.
The elevation at the east boundary line area is approximately 650’AMSL, and the CF site area along the
western boundary line is approximately 685’AMSL. The host parcel is approximately 16.78 acres.
c. What general types of soils are found on the site (e.g., clay, sand, gravel, peat,
muck)? Please specify the classification of agricultural soils and note any prime
farmland.
Gravel and very dark grayish brown fine sand. Soil testing will be done as part of the
drainage study.
d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity?
If so, please describe.
No such surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity were identified
or are known.
e. Describe the purpose, type, and approximate quantities of any filling or proposed
grading. Also, indicate the source of fill.
The proposed wireless facility will involve leveling of the immediate site and excavation for the tower
foundation. The ground inside the 50’ by 50’Compound area will be covered in in 6in of 3/4in crushed rock
with weed barrier on 95% compacted. Crushed rock will be obtained from local quarries.
.
f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use? If so, please
describe.
Erosion as a result of clearing, construction, or use is unlikely. However,
erosion/sediment control bags and a silt fence will be installed around the area to be
disturbed. Furthermore, a Grading & Drainage Plan as well as a Stormwater
Pollution Prevention Plan are being prepared for the project.
g. What percentage of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after the
project construction (e.g., asphalt or buildings)?
The site area is proposed to be approximately 2500 sq. ft. Post-construction impervious
surface area will be approximately 15.1%.
h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth
include:
All grading and excavation activities will be performed per King County regulations.
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2. Air
a. What types of emissions to the air would result from this proposal during construction,
operation, and maintenance when the project is completed? If any, generally describe and
give approximate quantities if known.
None other than negligible short-term dust and construction vehicle exhaust during the installation
of the project. Upon completion of the CF, there will be no emissions to the air during operation.
A proposed low-sulfur fueled generator will supply "emergency only" backup power. To ensure
reliability, the generator will run once a month for 15 minutes and would only operate for an
extended period of time in the event of a commercial power outage.
b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal. If so,
please describe.
None.
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any:
None required.
3. Water
a. Surface Water:
1) Is there any surface water body on or in the vicinity of the site (including year-round
and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, and wetlands)? If yes, describe the type
and provide names and into which stream or river it flows into.
None known. Please see attachment -7. Biological Resource Impact Analysis.
2) Will the project require any work within 200 feet of the described waters? If yes, please
describe and attach available plans.
No
3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed
from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected.
Indicate the source of fill material.
None
4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Please provide
description, purpose, and approximate quantities:
No
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5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, please note the location on the
site plan.
No, the site area and host property are not in floodplains per King County iMap.
6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If so,
describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge.
There will be no discharges of waste materials to surface or ground waters.
7) Will ground water be withdrawn, or will water be discharged to ground water? Please
give description, purpose, and approximate quantities.
No ground water will be withdrawn or discharged.
8) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or
other sources; (e.g., domestic sewage; industrial, containing the following chemicals. . .
; agricultural; etc.). Describe the size and number of the systems, houses to be served;
or, the number of animals or humans the systems are expected to serve.
9) None
b. Water runoff (including stormwater):
1) Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection and
disposal (include quantities, if known). Where is this water flow? Will this water flow
into other waters? If so, describe.
The only potential source of runoff would be rainfall & storm water that will be handled according to all
King County standards and regulations. AT&T acknowledges, understands, and intends to comply with all
state, local and King County requirements and is agreeable to this being included as a condition of approval.
2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, generally describe.
No
3) Does the proposal alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the vicinity of the site?
If so, describe?
The only potential source of runoff would be rainfall & storm water that will be handled according to all
King County standards and regulations. AT&T acknowledges, understands, and intends to comply with all
state, local and King County requirements and is agreeable to this being included as a condition of approval.
4) Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, runoff water impacts, and
drainage pattern impacts, if any:
All drainage and control activities will be performed per King County requirements and AT&T is
agreeable to this being included in the conditions of approval.
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4. Plants

a. Check or circle types of vegetation found on the site
____deciduous tree: alder, maple, aspen, other
__X_evergreen tree: fir, cedar, pine, other
____shrubs
__X_grass
__X_pasture
____crop or grain
____orchards, vineyards or other permanent crops.
____wet soil plants: cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other
____water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other ____other
types of vegetation
Please see Attachment 7— Biological Resources Impact Analysis
b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered?
Grass and blackberry brambles located in the area of the facility will be removed during
construction.
c. List threatened or endangered species on or near the site.
Please see page 5 of the attached Biological Resource Impact Analysis. A review of the USDA King
County Rare Plant List, WDFW PHS and the USFW Official Species resulted in a list of 16 potential
sensitive plant species, 8 potential sensitive wildlife species, and 0 sensitive plant communities that
could occur within the proposed project location The previously disturbed cattle pasture in the vicinity
of the proposed project site and the unpaved access road do not provide the appropriate habitat for these
listed species. Observations during the site visit did not identify any of the listed species on-site.
d. List proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or
enhance vegetation on the site:
A proposed landscaping buffer consisting of evergreen trees and climbing evergreens (Type 1
Landscaping as per KCC 21A.26.060A and 21A.16.040A) will be planted around the compound.

5. Animals
a. List any birds and other animals which have been observed on or near the site or are
known to be on or near the site:
Please see page 6 of the attached Biological Resource Impact Analysis 8 potential wildlife species
that are endangered are listed and it was determined that the proposed site does not provide the
appropriate habitat for any of these species.
Examples include:
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 Birds: hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:
 Mammals: deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:
 Fish: bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other__NA___
Deer, squirrels
b. List any threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site.
Please see page 6 of the attached Biological Resource Impact Analysis 8 potential wildlife
species that are endangered are listed and it was determined that the proposed site does not
provide the appropriate habitat for any of these species.
Revised 12/31/14
c. Is the site part of a migration route? If so, please explain.
Pursuant to U.S Fish & Wildlife Services (IPaC and eBrid locator), this is not a migration route.
d. List proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any:
Per page 9 of the Biological Resource Impact Analysis Avian nests or nesting activity were
observed during the field survey. The trees and shrubs located within the immediate vicinity of the
proposed project and utility route provide suitable avian nesting habitat. The vegetation adjacent to
the proposed facility provides suitable nesting habitat for avian species. Therefore, EAS recommends
that construction activity avoid the avian nesting season (typically February - September). AT&T is
agreeable to this being a condition of approval.

e. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site.
None known
6. Energy and Natural Resources
a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet the
completed project's energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for heating,
manufacturing, etc.
Electric power, backed up by a diesel fueled generator that will be reviewed as part of the building
permit. AT&T acknowledges, understands, and intends to comply with all the requirements of the
building permit.
b. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties? If so,
please describe.
No
c. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? List
other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts:
None proposed
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7. Environmental health
a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk
of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste that could occur as a result of this
proposal? If so, please describe.
No, the antenna array and all future equipment to be located on the proposed tower will meet the
FCC public RF exposure level standards. Electric power, backed up by a diesel fueled generator that
will be reviewed as part of the building permit. AT&T acknowledges, understands, and intends to
comply with all the requirements of the building permit.
1) Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past use.
None known
2) Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project
development and design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas
transmission pipelines located within the project area and in the vicinity.
No known pipelines are within area or the vicinity.
3) Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced
during the project's development or construction, or at any time during the
operating life of the project.
Backup generator's low-sulfur diesel tank is double-walled. Batteries are vented and "double
walled"; battery cabinet has elevated lip for containment. The proposed project will present no
known environmental health hazards; accordingly, AT&T has not proposed any measures to reduce
or control environmental health hazards. AT&T acknowledges, understands, and intends to comply
with all the requirements of the building permit.
4) Describe special emergency services that might be required.
None required
5) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any:
The proposed project will present no known environmental health hazards.
b. Noise
1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example:
traffic, equipment, operation, other)?
None
2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on
a short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation,
other)? Indicate what hours the noise would come from the site.
There would be negligible short-term construction related noise during the construction process.
The proposed generator will run once a month for 15 minutes and would only operate for an
extended period during a power outage. The CF's enclosed equipment shelter will have A/C
cooling fans that will operate on a regular basis. (NOTE: See Attachment 3 Noise Report for more
details.)
3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts:
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A/C units enclosed within shelter. Baffling technology will help mitigate any noise impact.
8. Land and Shoreline Use
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect
current land uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe.
No, the proposed CF will not negatively affect current uses. With the exception of undeveloped
property owned by the Snoqualmie Tribes or the City of Snoqualmie, all surrounding property is
developed with a single family dwelling. All surrounding properties are UR and rx.
Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so,
describe. How much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will
be converted to other uses as a result of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not
been designated, how many acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be converted to
nonfarm or nonforest use?
The project site has not been used for agriculture, but at some point, decades ago, it was used as
pasture land for cattle. This project will not impact current use or cause a change to the current use.
1) Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest land
normal business operations, such as oversize equipment access, the application of
pesticides, tilling, and harvesting? If so, how:
No
b. Describe any structures on the site.
There is a single family residence several hundred feet to the east.
c. Will any structures be demolished? If so, please describe.
No
d. What is the current zoning classification of the site?
Urban Reserve
e. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site?
The Comp Plan designation of the site is RX.

Revised 12/31/14; July 2016

10

f. What is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?
Not applicable
g. Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area by the city or county? If so,
please specify.
No part of the proposed project area has been classified as a critical area by the county. Please see
Attachment 7— Biological Resources Impact Analysis.
h. How many people would reside or work in the completed project?
None, as the proposed wireless facility is not staffed
i. How many people would the completed project displace?
None
j.

Please list proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any:
N/A

k. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and
projected land uses and plans, if any:
AT&T seeks Conditional Use Permit approval from King County for the proposed facility. The
proposed project has been designed to be compatible with the neighborhood and is screened by
existing trees. Additional mitigation measures include: use of a monopine TSS, landscape plan,
no artificial lighting, use of compatible paint colors, and fencing to screen and reduce visual
impacts in the surrounding rural landscape. The CF will not be visible outside of the host
property.
l.

Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts to agricultural and forest lands of
longterm commercial significance, if any:
This facility will not impact agricultural and forest lands of long-term commercial significance.

9. Housing
a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate whether high,
middle, or low-income housing.
None
b. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether
high, middle, or low-income housing.
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None

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:
Not applicable
10. Aesthetics
a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas?
What is proposed as the principal exterior building materials?
The monopine will not exceed 100’
b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed?
Only the view from inside the property. This monopine will not be visible outside of the
host property.
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any:
The site design is for a monopine that will be placed next to trees of similar heights that will blend
into the existing tree line and not be visible from outside of the property. Pursuant to
KCC21A.26.060(A)(3), 10 feet of Type I landscaping is required around the proposed fenced compound.
11. Light and glare
a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it
mainly occur?
None
b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with
views?
c. No
d. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal?
None
e. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts:
AT&T will use a non-glare finish and conceal antennas, RRHs, and accessory equipment
concealed inside the proposed monopine tower and include a landscaping buffer to mitigate the
visual impact of the facility.
12. Recreation
a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity?
There are walking trails in the area.
b. Would the project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, please describe.

Revised 12/31/14

12

No. The proposed facility will not displace any existing recreational uses.
Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreational
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:
Not applicable. There is no anticipated impact on recreation; accordingly, AT&T has not proposed
any measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation.
13. Historic and cultural preservation
a.
Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over
45 years old listed in or eligible for listing in national state, or local preservation registers
? If so, specifically describe.
AT&T researched Washington State, King County and Federal Preservation Registers and
found no places or objects on or near the site which are listed or proposed for national, state, or local
preservation registers.
b.

Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or
occupation? This may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any
material evidence, artifacts, or areas of cultural importance on or near the site? Please
list any professional studies conducted at the site to identify such resources.

None known. AT&T is completing a full NEPA review that will include State Historic review
and notification to the Tribes. A certified letter was sent to the Snoqualmie Tribes inviting them to
the community meeting.
c.
Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic
resources on or near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and
the department of archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys, historic
maps, GIS data, etc.
AT&T researched the National Register of Historic Places, historical data from state and
federal departments, and available GIS data and found no landmarks or evidence of historic,
archaeological, scientific, or cultural importance in proximity to the proposed site. The tribes are
being notified thru the TCNS process by AT&T. A certified letter was sent to the Snoqualmie
Tribes inviting them to the community meeting.
d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and
disturbance to resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may
be required.
Not applicable. No cultural or historic resources have been identified at the proposed project
site; accordingly, AT&T has not proposed any measures to reduce or control impacts. AT&T will
comply with all applicable laws regarding notification, etc., during construction.
14. Transportation
a.
Identify the public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area
and describe proposed access to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any.
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The site is served by SE 89th Street. There will be one technician visiting the site no more than once a
month in a truck.
b.
Is the site or affected geographic area currently served by public transit? If so,
generally describe. If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit stop?
Not known but not applicable to an unmanned communication facility.
c.
How many parking spaces would the completed project have? How many would the
project eliminate?
No parking is proposed or eliminated for the proposed project. There will be room for the site’s
technician to park in front of the site at the gate area.
d.
Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets,
pedestrian, bicycle or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, generally
describe (indicate whether public or private).
The proposed project will not require any new roads, streets, or other transportation facilities.
e.
Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air
transportation? If so, generally describe.
No, the proposed project will not use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air
transportation.
f.
How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or
proposal? If known, indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of the
volume would be trucks (such as commercial and nonpassenger vehicles). What data or
transportation models were used to make these estimates?
Typically, there will be one (1) maintenance check per month with 1 technician in 1 truck visiting
the site or as needed for any outages. This will be an unmanned wireless telecommunications
facility.
g.
Will the proposal interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural
and forest products on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe.
No
h.

Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any:
The proposed support tower is an unmanned facility. No transportation impacts will be created
by the proposed facility; accordingly, AT&T has not proposed any measures to reduce or
control transportation impacts.
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15. Public Services
a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire
protection, police protection, public transit, health care, schools, other)? If so, please
generally describe.
No. The proposed facility will not result in an increased need for public services.
b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any:
Not applicable. The proposed project will not impact public services.

16. Utilities
a. Circle the utilities currently available at the site: electricity, natural gas, water, refuse
service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system , other.

b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service,
and the general construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity which
might be needed:
AT&T proposes to utilize power and fiber at the proposed site, both routed underground from the
nearest source on the subject parcel.

C.

Signature

The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that the
lead agency is relying on them to make its decision.

Signature:

Date: 5/26/20

Colleen Donahue, Smartlink, on behalf of New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T)

Revised 12/31/14

Section I: Buildings
Emissions Per Unit or Per Thousand Square Feet
(MTCO2e)
Square Feet (in
thousands of
# Units square feet)
0
0
0
0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

Type (Residential) or Principal Activity
(Commercial)
Single-Family Home.............................
Multi-Family Unit in Large Building ......
Multi-Family Unit in Small Building ......
Mobile Home........................................
Education ............................................
Food Sales ..........................................
Food Service .......................................
Health Care Inpatient ...........................
Health Care Outpatient ........................
Lodging ...............................................
Retail (Other Than Mall).......................
Office ...................................................
Public Assembly ..................................
Public Order and Safety ......................
Religious Worship ...............................
Service ................................................
Warehouse and Storage ......................
Other ...................................................
Vacant .................................................

Embodied

Energy
98
33
54
41
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
39

672
357
681
475
646
1,541
1,994
1,938
737
777
577
723
733
899
339
599
352
1,278
162

Transportation
792
766
766
709
361
282
561
582
571
117
247
588
150
374
129
266
181
257
47

Lifespan
Emissions
(MTCO2e)
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Section II: Pavement..........................
Pavement.............................................

8.00

400

Total Project Emissions:

400

Data entry fields
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