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   King County Metro (Metro) Equity Cabinet Meeting #3 
June 12, 2019, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

Homesight 
5117 Rainier Ave. S., Seattle, WA 98118 

Draft meeting summary v 6-14-19 
Action Items 
Action Item Assigned to… 
Send any remaining comments on Guiding Principles to Tristan by 
Wed, June 19 

Equity Cabinet 

Finalize the list of additional data/information requested by the 
Equity Cabinet  

Metro/Equity Cabinet 
Co-Chairs 

Share data from transit surveys in south King County Puget Sound SAGE 
 
A. Opening Meeting, Warm-up Exercise, Review Agenda 

Paulina Lopez and Tony To, Equity Cabinet Co-Chairs, welcomed meeting participants (see 
Attachment A). Tony acknowledged that the meeting was taking place on occupied 
Duwamish land. He stated that the objective of the meeting was to review the data on transit 
trends and to determine if there is more information that the Equity Cabinet would like to 
know. Tony asked Equity Cabinet members to contact the Co-Chairs with any questions 
about their work plan.

B. Travel Trends Data Presentation 
Kevin Ramsey, BERK Consulting, and Aaron Gooze, Fehr and Peers, presented visual 
representations and analyses of travel trends data in King County since the early 2000s. They 
shared that the purpose of the travel trends study was to use an equity lens to identify gaps 
in Metro’s services across the county and evaluate Metro’s environmental impact. 
Specifically, Metro is looking at how to better serve low- and no-income residents; black, 
indigenous, and people of color; immigrants and refugees; limited-English speaking 
residents; and people with disabilities (referred to as “priority populations” in these notes). 
See slides for details from the presentation. See below for the discussion that followed this 
presentation.  
 

Key takeaways from the study include population and transit trends. Populations such as 
low and no-income households and black, indigenous and communities of color are 
getting displaced throughout the county from areas of high transit service to areas of 
low transit service. People who live in areas of less frequent, less extensive transit service 
have higher commute times and decreased access to high-paying jobs. Economic and 
cultural displacement and population growth is likely contributing to an increase in 
overall travel and greenhouse gas emissions. These issues require rethinking how transit 
serves various communities and populations in order to address equity and sustainability 
objectives.  



 

2 

C. Travel Trends Q&A 
Equity Cabinet members presented the following questions and comments about the 
presentation. 
 
Equity Cabinet Question: What about non-immigrant people of color? Is this population 
growing or moving? Disaggregation is critical.  

Answers: The consultant team acknowledged that there are disadvantages of looking 
at communities of color as one population, so the consultant team is looking for 
guidance from the Equity Cabinet on greater specificity to look for. 
 

Equity Cabinet Comment: Jessica Ramirez, Puget Sound SAGE, offered to consult with their 
team about sharing data from the transit surveys that SAGE conducted among residents in 
South King County. 

 
Equity Cabinet Question: Do you have data on where the most transit-dependent residents 
live?  

Answers: The team can map that based on US Census data. 
 
Equity Cabinet Question: Did you look at US Census data from before 2000? 

Answers: This study only included recent census data, but the team can draw on 
previous studies from years prior to 2000. 

 
Equity Cabinet Question: Is the federal poverty line the only indicator you have for income? 
It may be better to use a more relevant local indicator, given the high cost of living in the 
Seattle area compared to other places in the country. 

Answers: The consultant team responded that there are many indicators they can 
use. They chose the federal poverty line in this study because it is widely used among 
other similar efforts throughout the country, but acknowledged that it may be not be 
the most useful. 

 
Equity Cabinet Question: Can you break down the data on trips by type of travel and 
transportation mode? Another participant noted it would be useful to look at such factors as 
income levels and number of stops. 

Answers: The consultant team responded that there is data they can use to break this 
down into types of trip and mode. 

 
Equity Cabinet Question: We would like to see where people who rely on transit (those who, 
for various reasons, do not have the option of owning/operating a vehicle) are located. 
Where have they moved over time? 

Answers: The consultant team is working on how to tell this story with the data they 
have. 
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Equity Cabinet Question: Rather than “jobs reachable in 60 minutes,” it should be about 
frequency of service. What is the formula that determines service hours on each route? Can 
we change how service hours are allocated? It was noted that the effect of growth 
management (the creation of dense urban centers) leads to inequity of service for those 
outside of those centers.  

Answers: Aaron Gooze responded that frequency of service and walking time does 
factor into the map shown on slides 25 and 26. The team is working on how to 
visually convey the change in access over an hour. 

 
Equity Cabinet Question: Where are the highest concentrations of people starting their travel 
and their destinations? What is the relationship between gas prices and frequency of transit 
use? 

Answers: The consultant team’s model shows origins and destinations based on 
mode. It was noted that this data cannot be scaled to individuals, but rather 
aggregated at the Census block or tract. Kevin mentioned that a publicly available 
online tool called “On the Map” shows US Census data about home location and work 
location of low-wage workers. Link: https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/ 

 
Equity Cabinet Question: Where does the boundary start between south and north King 
County? Where does the delineation of “good access” and “poor access” fall? 

Answers: Generally speaking, poor access to transit service occurs beyond the north 
and south ends of the Link light rail, and east of the Bellevue/Redmond centers. 
 

Equity Cabinet Question: Remember that US Census data may be inaccurate. What is the gap 
in affordability for people who qualify for ORCA Lift compared to those who need assistance 
to make transit affordable? Is the 200% of federal poverty line cutoff appropriate? 

Answers: Metro acknowledged that knowing where data comes from (ex. social security 
data) helps identify what is missing from the data. 

 
Equity Cabinet Comment: Consider that transit is also important for youth to get to school 
and jobs, and people taking their kids to day care. 

 
Equity Cabinet Comment: The SR-99 highway reconstruction resulted in longer travel times 
from West Seattle. How do we quantify the loss of service in terms of service hours? 

 
Equity Cabinet Question: In regard to a decrease in shopping trips, does this mean that 
people are using other methods than cars to go shopping, or are they shopping online? 
How does this relate to carbon emissions? 

Answers: The data does not currently reflect this nuance. 
 

https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/
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Equity Cabinet Comment: The Link Light Rail is planned to extend access to the eastside, but 
jobs over there won’t work for everyone. 

 
Equity Cabinet Comment: People need access to education in order to get good jobs. Youth 
and young people need to be able to get from where they live to educational centers using 
transit. 

 
Equity Cabinet Comment: If Metro is going to get grants to support communities’ transit 
needs, they need to get grants for all communities that need them. Can we look into where 
Metro has made service investments as compared to where priority populations live, work, 
and access services?  

 
Equity Cabinet Comment: Actual human stories would be powerful alongside this data. 

 
Equity Cabinet Comment: In the graphs showing travel by time of day (ex. Slide 23), please 
change the military time to 12-hour clock time. 

 
Equity Cabinet Question: Will you be analyzing travel between cities in nearby counties? For 
example, consider the time it takes to transit from Lynnwood to Seattle. 

Answers: The consultant team said they are considering expanding the map to where 
people are working/traveling to beyond the borders of King County. 
 

Equity Cabinet Question: Is there data on how queer and trans people use transit? We know 
that King County does not allow extensive reporting on gender identity. There are some 
community-driven efforts to collect this data. It is critical to understand how trans and queer 
people (especially those of color) are affected and displaced. Also, is there data on why 
people are choosing to ride or not ride transit because of safety concerns? 

Answers: The consultant team responded that they have some data related to this, 
but they have not yet looked into it in detail.  

 
Equity Cabinet Comment: Youth-serving organizations employ youth in our area, but the 
youth cannot get to our centers. It is very important to get the voices of the community.  
 
Equity Cabinet Question: We recommend looking at alternative services such as VIA survey—
are low-English speakers using the services created for them? 

Answers: The consultant team is working on incorporating alternative methods of 
transportation into this model, which is currently focused on fixed-route services.  
 

Equity Cabinet Comment: There are some concerns that the data set is not sufficient to allow 
Metro to make decisions based on factors other than ridership (e.g. pollution impacts). 
Basing service decisions on number of trips taken is not sufficient.  
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Equity Cabinet Comment: Be more authentic about how Metro engages with communities 
during planning processes—not just city planners, but people in the community and schools. 
 
Equity Cabinet Comment: Consider how Metro can be a better partner with cities other than 
Seattle in order to create transit hubs in places where people want to live. 

 
D. Recommendations 
Equity Cabinet Members gave the following recommendations to the consultant team on what 
additional data and further analysis would adequately inform equitable transit service revisions. 
The Co-Chairs and Metro will use these to create a list of data/information that the Equity 
Cabinet seeks. The consultant team (Fehr and Peers and BERK Consulting) will respond by noting 
which data they have and which they need, and the level of effort of obtaining the data. The 
Equity Cabinet will condense the list into a set of priority topics for Metro to focus on. 
 

• Underserved communities such as undocumented immigrants; those who cannot use the 
ORCA Lift program and who do not qualify or who do not feel safe accessing 
government services 

• Demographics of the queer and trans community and movement/displacement trends 
• How safety affects people’s decisions to use transit 

o Queer and trans people 
o Womxn 
o Other minority populations 
o Environmental factors affecting people’s routes to reach transit stops 

• “Transit deserts”: We need a model that identifies low service areas based on the 
following:   

o Service reliability 
o Wait time 
o Availability of fixed routes 

• Data on who gets hired as fare enforcement officers, whether they reflect the community 
they work in, and where and to whom the most tickets are issued 

o A Cabinet member recommended putting this topic on a future meeting agenda, 
and potentially inviting Metro staff to discuss this in detail. 

• Access to multiple bus lines versus access to only one bus line 
• Young people’s access to jobs and educational centers via transit 
• Creative or holistic mobility solutions 
• Language accessibility of transit signage (beyond English and Spanish) 
• Senior’s access to medical services, urgent care, etc. 
• Formerly incarcerated people’s access to all these services—necessary to lead healthy, 

productive lives 
• Social determinates of health 
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• How Metro can facilitate a clean, just energy movement in which electric vehicles are 
accessible to and valued by all and people of color get access to well-paying jobs 

o On the topic of sustainability, consider how public access to amenities such as 
drinking fountains and restrooms helps keep cities clean and reduce waste. 

• More complex data on households that only have access to one car and how this affects 
who has mobility within households 

• How Metro is planning for climate change impacts such as sea level rise, flooding, and 
snow. Consider how already-vulnerable communities are impacted by service disruptions 
when Metro doesn’t have a plan for these events. 

 
E. Updates from Open Space Subcommittees 

Darren Greve, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP), reminded 
the Cabinet that King County Executive Dow Constantine will announce the legislation that 
came out of the Open Space Equity Cabinet on Thursday, June 20, 2019. Para Los Niños is 
hosting the event, which will celebrate the Cabinet’s year worth of work contributing to the 
new policies. 
 

F. Meeting Feedback and Next Steps 
Equity Cabinet members offered feedback on the meeting. 

• It was a lot of thought-provoking data. 
• Appreciate the depth we went into today. 

 
Tristan reminded the group that the next Cabinet meeting is on June 26, 2019 from 6-8pm. It 
will take place at the University Friends Meeting House at 4001 9th Avenue Northeast, Seattle. 
The Co-Chairs hope to come close to finalizing the guiding principles. The Cabinet asked for an 
updated version with comments included from the original discussion. Metro staff will send out 
the updated version in advance of the June 26th meeting. 
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Attachment A: Participants in Attendance 
 
Equity Cabinet Members 
 
Name (alphabetical) Affiliation 
Alex Mayo Community Leader 
Anna Zivarts Rooted in Rights 
Ellany Kayce Nakani Native Program 
Jeff Smith United Indians of All Tribes 
Jessica Ramirez Puget Sound Sage 
Lavanya Madhusudan Got Green 
Leda Chahim Community Leader 
Leo Segovia Ingersoll Center 
Lylianna Allala Community and Environmental Leader 
Michelle Benetua Seattle Parks Foundation 
Munira Mohamed East African Community Services  
Niesha Brooks Community Leader/City of Tukwila 
Pah-tu Pitt Community Leader 
Paulina Lopez (Co-Chair) Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition/Technical Advisory Group 
Sarneshea Evans Friends of Waterfront Seattle 
Tamieko Cook Amalgamated Transit Union 
Tony To (Co-Chair) Homesight 

 
 
 

Staff 
Name (alphabetical) Affiliation 
Aaron Gooze Fehr and Peers 
Annalise Ritter Triangle Associates (notetaker) 
Anita Whitfield King County Metro 
Darren Greve Department of Natural Resources and Parks 
DeAnna Martin King County Metro 
De’Sean Quinn King County Metro 
Gary Prince King County Metro 
Kevin Ramsey BERK Consulting 
Terry White King County Metro 
Tessa McClellan King County Metro 
Tristan Cook King County Metro 

 


