King County

Protecting Our Waters
Doing our part on rainy days

2020 Combined Sewer Overflow
Annual Snapshot

King County's combined sewer system protects people and the environment
by transporting and treating stormwater and sewage. We are committed to
controlling combined sewer overflows (CSOs) caused by heavy rains in
accordance with state law. We accomplish this by building infrastructure to
manage the flows, using green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) to keep excess
water out, and coordinating with Seattle Public Utilities.

CSO Outfalls

Combined sewer overflows (CSOs) are relief points in sewer systems that carry sewage and
stormwater in the same pipe. When heavy rains fill the pipes, CSOs release sewage and
stormwater into local water bodies to prevent sewage backups
into homes and businesses. King County is committed to reducing
the amount of overflows at each of our CSOs to no more than one
per year over a long-term average.
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Construction will be complete in 2022.
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OF FLOW IN THE COMBINED SYSTEM IN 2020,
WE ESTIMATE THAT 20% OF THAT IS STORMWATER
DIRECTLY ROUTED INTO OUR SYSTEM

1,144 million
gallons
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2020 RainWise Program Accomplishments

The RainWise program provides rebates to homeowners living in specific combined sewer
areas for installing rain gardens and cisterns on their property. King County has administered
this program in partnership with SPU since 2010. We continued to make progress in 2020
working with property owners to capture stormwater before it enters the combined system.
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