REGULATORY REVI EW COWM TTEE

- M NUTES -

MEETING DATE:  February 12, 1999

TO Building Services Division Staff Land Use Services
Di vision Staff

Lynn Baugh Mar k Car ey

Chris Ricketts Lisa Pringle

Pam Dhanapal Greg Borba

Ken Di nsnore Lanny Henoch

Gordon Thonson

G eg Kipp, Deputy Director
Kevin Wight, Prosecuting Attorney’'s Ofice

FM  Sophia Byrd, Code Devel opnent Coordi nat or

Present: Sophia Byrd, Mary Davis, Pam Dhanapal, Ken Di nsnore,
Tom Fi tzpatrick

Bill Heaton (Environnental Health), Lanny Henoch, Priscil
Kauf mann, Gordon Thonson, Harold Vandergriff, Susan Marlin
(Recorder)

a

| ssue:

1. | s there any code that woul d prevent a conmunity
drainfield frombeing allowed on a renote site to serve
the Fall Gty business district and what code revisions
woul d be needed to allow it? (Mary Davis)

D scussi on:
Bill Heaton, fromthe Eastgate Environnmental Health office,
attended the neeting to assist in the discussion.

There is concern that the septic systens in the Fall Gty

busi ness district may have current unidentified failures and
this may increase over time. A community drain field may be a
remedy. A 1992 code interpretation concluded that a drain
field must be on the sane | ot as the devel opnent it serves
because it is an accessory use, not a primary use of a site.
(See attached August 14, 1992 m nutes.) However, this
interpretation was based on Title 21, which is no longer in
effect.
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The group agreed that a comunity drain field use is no
different for a subdivision than for a business and that it is
correct to fall under the use of a Uility Facility, as defined
in the currently effective Zoning Code. K C C. 21A 06.1350
defines Utility Facility: "a facility for the distribution or
transm ssion of services to an area; including, but not limted
to (enphaS|s added):
Tel ephone exchanges;
Wat er punping or treatnent stations;
El ectrical substations;
WAt er storage reservoirs or tanks;
Muni ci pal groundwater well-fields;
Regi onal stormnat er nmanagenent facilities;
Nat ural gas gate stations and limting stations;
Propane, conpressed natural gas and liquified natural
gas storage tanks serving rmultiple lots or uses fromwhich fue
is distributed directly to individual users;

. Sewer |ift stations; and

J. Pipes, electrical wires and associ ated structural
supports.”

IOMmMoOm»

Title 21A allows a Uility Facility in all zones as a Permtted
Use and a Conditional Use in zones A through R, as shown in
K.C.C. 21A 08.060 A, Government/Busi ness Services | and uses.

Title 13 (Water and Sewer Systens) is silent on community drain
field use in business areas. K C C 13.24.132 speaks to new
sewer facilities in rural areas. "New sewer facilities shal
be allowed to cross the rural areas only if such facilities
ar e:

A. Limted to serving areas within an urban growth area,
rural city or town;

B. Tightlined or otherw se subject to access restrictions
precl udi ng service to adjacent rural areas; and

C. ldentified in a King County-approved conprehensive
sewage system plan and upon a finding that it is technically
necessary."

The Facilities and Services chapter of the King County

Conpr ehensi ve Pl an speaks to sewage treatnment and di sposal.
Policies F-317 and F-318 read as though they are defining Fal
Cty:

F317 Coll ective on-site systens may be used only in the
following circunstances in the Rural Area and Natural
Resour ce Lands:

a. Existing on-site systens are failing within an area
and the Seattle-King County Departnent of Public Health
concurs that long-termindividual on-site systemrepairs
are not feasible and/or water quality is threatened by the
presence of or potential for health hazards resulting from
i nadequat e on-site wastewat er disposal nethods;



b. An authorized public agency will manage the comunity
system and
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c. The community systemis designed only to serve

exi sting structures and |ots and cannot be used as a basis
to increase density or to expand permtted non-residential
uses. Substandard vacant |ots nust be conbined to the
extent feasible to neet rural density policies.

Managenment of the community system nust be by an

aut hori zed public agency.

F318 Tenporary comunity on-site systens may be used in the
Urban Gowth Area Service Planning Areas when clustering
provi des | arge, undevel oped tracts that can be used for
the drain field. The collection lines to each buil ding
site shall be designed to be conpatible wth the standards
of the sewer utility nost likely to provide public sewer
services in the future. Managenent of the collective
system nmust be by an authorized public agency.

Concl usi on:

It was agreed that the code does not prevent a community drain
field frombeing allowed on a renpte site to serve the Fal

City business district. Indeed the Conp Plan policy intends to
all ow community drain fields in rural areas under certain

ci rcunst ances, which appear to be present in Fall Gty. The
consensus was to identify the use as a Uility Facility and
all ow as such. A future anmendnment to K C.C. 21A 06.1350 and
K.CC 13.24.132 to add conmunity drain fields was advised.

| ssue:
2. How are we and should we be inplenenting the m nimm
density provisions in K.C.C. 21A 12.060? (Gordon Thonson)

Di scussi on:

K.C. C. Chapter 21A 12.060 speaks to m ninumdensity for
residential devel opnent in the urban areas designated by the
Conpr ehensive Plan and is based on the tables in K C C
21A.12.030. It was suggested that the Departnent needs to be
nore rigorous in the mninmumdensity requirenents at the
prelimnary application stage.

Concl usi on:

Sophia will raise this question at a Senior Managenent Team
nmeeting for policy direction.

SB: sm

At t achment

cc: Bill Heaton, Environnental Health Supervisor



